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FOREWORD

THE HISTORY of the 302d Engineers, like that of the

other units which went to make up the 77th Division,
is a record of duty well done and of the accomplishment
of the most difficult tasks under the most trying conditions.

On the Vesle and the Aisne the Regiment had its repre-
sentation always with the front line Infantry of the Divi-
sion, ready to facilitate the advance of their comrades by
all their engineering resources. The opening of roads by
means of which supplies reached the front line, maintaining
the physical and technical supplies required by the Infan-
try, which in turn maintained that morale without which
no success is possible; thé construction of the necessary
bridges, the crossing of uncut wire and other obstacles and,
not infrequently, participation in the continual. combat of
the front, were all part of 'the duties which the 302d Engi-
neers were called upon to perform. Much of this duty was
carried out under the close fire of the enemy and the Regi-
ment paid its share of the price of victory.

Every duty which fell to the lot of the Regiment was well
performed and to their efforts much of the success which
marked the service of the 77th Division should be ascribed.
In the advance across the Vesle to the Aisne; in the Forest
of the Argonne; at the crossing of the Aire and the capture
of the towns of St. Juvin and Grand Pre, in the subsequent
advance to the Meuse, the 302d Engineers played their full
part and when, at last, the 77th Division stood upon the
heights south and southeast of Sedan, on the afternoon of
November 6th, 1918, dominating the railroad upon which
the enemy depended for his supply and his forced with-
drawal from the westward, it was the 302d Engineers who
placed the bridges which that night permitted an advance
of the 153d Infantry Brigade across that stream.

All this participation in the active work of the campaign



was paid for in full by the Regiment. The crossing of the
Meuse was- especially costly in life, but the Regiment per-

formed its work, as always, in spite of the difficulties en-
countered.

It is indeed well that such a record of duty well performed
should be preserved as an inspiration to succeeding genera-
tions. Those qualities of courage, honor and self-sacrifice
demanded by the stern requirements of war are no less
essential in our relations as citizens and the example of
the fathers should be to the sons, a guiding light of patriot-
ism which, if followed, will maintain inviolate the best
traditions of this Republic.

ROBERT ALEXANDER,
Late Major-General, U. S. Army,
Commanding 77th Division.

23d September, 1919.
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CHAPTER 1.

THE BEGINNING

T MAY BE said that the history of our
Regiment dates from 14th May, 1917. On
that day, there gathered together at
Plattsburgh, N. Y., the hundred or more
men who, under the command of Captain
William H. Sage, Jr.* (Corps of Engineers,
U. 8. A.), formed the 15th N. Y. Company
(Engineers) - of the first officers’ training

camp. By the middle of J une, 1917, this Company had in-

creased in strength to 150 men—most of them experienced
engineers, but without previous military training. The

Company then moved to Washington, D. C. (American

University Camp), and about three weeks later to Belvoir,

Va. (afterwards called Camp A. A. Humphreys), where

1t remained and continued its training under Captain Sage

until 14th August, 1917. Practically all the men of the Com-

¥ Captain Sage later was promoted rapidly to the rank of Colonel, and com-
manded a regiment of combat engineers (the 112th) in France.
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pany were then commissioned in the Engineer Officers’
Reserve Corps, ranking from Second Lieutenants to and
including Majors, and the official existence of the 15th
N. Y. Company came to an end.

The purpose of the camps at Washington and Belvoir, as
well as at Plattsburgh, was to train civilians to be officers.
Many of the candidates for commissions in the Engineer
Officers’ Reserve Corps had had no previous military ex-
perience. At the American University Camp and at Bel-
voir, special stress was laid upon the mastery of war-time
engineering problems and the technique of an engineer
regiment. Many subjects were taught intensively and all
candidates were earnest in their work and eager to learn
quickly and thoroughly.

When the first officers’ training camps were organized
by the War Department, in the Spring of 1917, it was
decided that the successful candidates, who had been
trained together in a single company, should be assigned
as officers of a particular regiment of the National Army,
holding all ranks below the grade of Lieutenant-Colonel.
In accordance with this plan, Special Order No. 186, War
Department, 1917, dated 11th August, 1917, ordered cer-
tain officers from the 15th N. Y. Company to report for
duty to the Commanding Officer, 302nd Engineers, at Camp
Upton, N. Y., on 27th August, 1917.

On 25th August, 1917, Colonel Clarence O. Sherrill, Corps
of Engineers, U. S. A., reported as Commanding Officer,
302nd Engineers, to the then Commanding General, 77th
Division, Major-General J. Franklin Bell, at Camp Up-

REGIMENTAL HIEADQUARTERS CAMP UPTON
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ton. This was the first
official act in the his-
tory of the Regiment.
On 27th of August the offi-
cers selected from the
15th N. Y. Company re-
ported to Colonel Sherrill
at Barracks J-1, Camp
Upton. He greeted them
with a few words, signifi-
cant for their optimism
and for their insistance
upon united effort and
wholesouled co-operation.
It was instantly apparent
to every man present that
in Colonel Sherrill the
302nd Engineers had a
commanding officer in
every sense of the word.
It would be difficult to
over-estimate the import-
ance of this first meeting
—this first formal “roll-
call” of the Regiment.

The remainder of August and early September, 1917,
at Camp Upton passed quietly until the drafts of men be-
gan to arrive. During this period of comparative inac-
tivity, the officers of the Regiment spent their time in
studying the numerous complicated problems with which
modern warfare abounds, and endeavored in every way
to increase their military and technical knowledge, both in
practice and theory.

On 15th September, 1917, the first draft of men was
received by the Regiment. These recruits were assigned
in a.body to Company “B”, and included many men with
previous military experience, a considerable number of
Whorr_1 were later commissioned. There were one hundred
men in thig first draft, all drawn from the first two thou-
sand recruits assigned to Camp Upton—the first contribu-
tion of New York City to the great National Army.

The formation of other companies followed in the order
shown below :

G

Ly,

Company “B”, 15th September, 1917, commanded by Captain
Frederick S. Greene.

Company “D”, 22d September, 1917, commanded by Captain
BEdward B. Simmons. .

17



STUMP FULLING IN THRE EARLY DAYS

Company “E”, 23d September, 1917, commanded by Captain
Harry La Fetra.
Company “A”, 24th September, 1917, commanded by Captain

Thomas J. Scully.

Company “C”, 25th September, 1917, commanded by Captain
- Stratford St. J. Bushman.

Company “F”, 1st October, 1917, commanded by Captain Albert
R. Ullrich.

Headquarters Company, 1st October, 1917, commanded by Cap-
tain Harry B. Per-Lee.

302nd Engineer Train, 1st October, 1917, commanded by Captain
Harry B. Per-Lee.

A medical detachment, officered by First Lieutenant
Brantly F. Parker, First Lieutenant John G. Gordon, and
First Lieutenant William R. Edwards, was organized early
in September, 1917, and a number of non-commissioned of-
ficers from the Regular Army also reported to Colonel
Sherrill during this month.

The engineer barracks at Camp Upton were somewhat
detached from the other groups of barracks, being on the
slopes and crest of a little ridge. This elevation of our
training quarters was accepted as an index to our aim.
Colonel Sherrill insisted from the first that the Regiment
must be the best, and the will to do never slackened in
officers or men. Our start was most fortunate.

Many and varied problems immediately confronted the
Regiment. Not only was it necessary to clothe and equip
our recruits and instruct them in the rudiments of military
science required of every unit in the Division, but it was
also recessary to assume at once responsibility for a large
part of the engineering work of the entire camp. Thanks
to the foresight and enerey of Colonel Sherrill, this latter
work was co-ordinated with and became the most valuable
part of our training as engineer soldiers. For instance, it
Wwas necessary to clear drill grounds of stumps and under-
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brush. The engineers not only cleared their own splendid
parade, but supervised the work for all other units in the
Division. The drudgery of stump-pulling in the early days
of October, 1917, seemed foreign to the work of soldiers.
But the “wilderness of Camp Upton” was a fitting prelude
to No Man’s Land on the Vesle and the dense thickets of

“the Argonne Forest. On such hard work, done faithfully
_and under difficulties, was laid the foundation of our future

SUCCeSS.

So, too, was the work “on the hill.” The building of the
road to Division Headquarters, on a height near the center
of Camp Upton, presented many practical problems in tim-
ber construction, crib work and bridge-building. This task
was undertaken by the engineers and carried on to success-
ful completion, in spite of the bitter cold and cutting winds
of the late Fall and Winter. Long will the men who worked
there remember the hardships of that task, hardships actu-
ally greater than any they experienced later in France.

Instruction in all branches of military tactics continued
at the same time as the special work. Every minute was
occupied from early morning till late at night. No weather
was too inclement for the training. The men, as well as
the officers, were progressively trained in discipline and
command, not only by actual work on the drill ground and
by special engineering assignments, but by lectures and
demonstrations which formed the theoretical basis of the
practical work.

During this period, several British and French officers

CO. “I” TRESTLE BRIDGE AT CAMP UPTON
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PRIDGE NEAR DIVISION HEADQUARTERS

gave us the benefit of their experience and knowledge of
actual warfare. Notable among these splendid officers was
Lieutenant Poiré of the French Army, whose lectures on
field fortification -and the organization of the ground were
of inestimable value. Looking back now at our special
training at Camp Upton, one is struck with the great dif-
ference between the war as it had been up to that time,
and the war that the Regiment actually experienced. Many
of the specialties that were practised at Camp Upton were
entirely abandoned during the following months in Europe.
Fortunately, in our training, the fundamentals of military
science were not overlooked. Later, when actually in the
field, the Regiment never failed to meet a situation squarely,
and always solved its problems—on time.

Under Lieutenant-Colonel Pettis great stress was laid on
rifle training, with the result that no regiment at Upton
was better trained in rifle fire. The figures, so far as they
were compiled, showed that the marksmanship of the En-
gineers on the rifle range was superior to that of any other
unit in the Division. In order to facilitate our rifle train-
ing, an underground rifle range was constructed in the side
of “Engineer Hill”, and thousands of rounds of ammunition
were fired with the old Krag rifles, with which the Regi-
ment was at first equipped. This underground range, for
which Captain H. W. Wilson, the Adjutant of the Second
Battalion, was largely responsible, is an example of the
.regimental resourcefulness. The Engineers were thus en-
“abled to fire service ammunition weeks before it would
otherwise have been possible.

The development of “esprit de corps” was the constant
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desire of Colonel Sherill and all the officers. No opportun-
ity was allowed to pass. Each man soon came to under-
stand that pride of regiment is the keystone in the arch
of military success. Early was this pride manifest within
our Regiment, and it has never ceased to grow. The En-
gineers were always trying to be the best, and seldom were
they disappointed. Even our football team, under Lieu-
tenants Dyer, Ryan, and Darrin, was unquestionably the
best in the Division, beating all teams, and experiencing
defeat only once (a return game) from the 306th Infantry.
This record is all the more remarkable when one considers
that our Regiment was only half the size of any of the
infantry regiments.

It is to be noted, also, that early in March, 1918, the regi-
mental basket ball team won the divisional championship.
The Regiment attended all the games en masse, and the
team knew it had the enthusiastic and unanimous support
of every company. Company “A” had previously won the
regimental championship, Company ‘“E” being the “run-
ner up”.

An evidence of the fine spirit pervading the Regiment,
even early in its history, was shown when, late in October,
the second draft of men was assigned to the Engineers.
The men who had been at Upton for a few weeks took hold
of the new recruits and themselves became teachers. In
an incredibly short time, the recruits absorbed the spirit
of the Regiment and were admitted to full membership.

The spirit of friendly rivalry between the companies has
alyvays been noteworthy. Above all, the rivalry has been
falr.. Never has the Regiment been torn by internal dis-
sension. Each company has tried to excel, but no company
has ever monopolized the honors.

During the stay at Camp Upton, the Regiment was

CO, “E" SERGEANTS
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doubly fortunate in hav-
\\\\\\\“I"WI/ W, ing for voluntary chap-
W » N laing, Dr. C. D. Trexler,
amy S  of Brooklyn, and later,
' e Dr. William T. Manning,*
Rector of Trinity Church,
New York City. It would
be hard to overestimate
the good influence of these
two gentlemen. Dr. Trex-
ler later became an Army
Chaplain and served in
France with the 82nd Di-
vision. After the depart-
ure of the Regiment over-
seas, Dr. Manning acted
as its Honorary Chaplain
in the United States, and
as President of the 302nd
Engineers Home Asgsocia-
tion, and of the 77th Di-
vision Home Association.
His efforts on behalf of
the Regiment and the Di-
vision have been unceas-
ing and tireless. The
Regiment has always felt
highly honored by this association with Dr. Manning, who
is known throughout the English-speaking world, as well
as in France, as a most fearless and forceful champion of
freedom and justice. It was largely due to Dr. Manning’s
good offices and determined efforts that the Division was
permitted to pass in review before its families and friends
in New York City on 6th May, 1919.

An important factor in the growth of the regimental
spirit was the formation of the Engineer Band. At the
beginning of the war no provision was made for bands in
engineer regiments. Colonel Sherrill determined to have
an informal band, because he appreciated its importance in
building up esprit de corps. In his monthly report to the
Chief of Engineers for October, 1917, Colonel Sherrill said:
“We have an informal band that adds considerably to the
esprit de corps of the Regiment. It is recommended that
action be taken before Congress to secure a band for each
pioneer regiment, as its influence on the discipline and
cohesion of the command is great.” ** Despite many diffi-

* Because of his great services to the cause of the Allies, Dr. Manning was
in March, 1919, decorated with the Cross of the Legion of Honor.

** In this connection, it is interesting to note that, in the Summer of 1918,
Congress finally approved the addition of a band to each regiment of divisional
engineers.
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culties, the Engineer Band came into existence in October,
1917. Instruments were procured here and there; musi-
cians practiced in addition to their other duties. From
small beginnings, the Band grew and developed into a
splendid organization. In the only inter-band competition
within the Division (March, 1919) the Engineer Band was
awarded second place.

It would be difficult to overestimate the value of a band
to a regiment. Without one, all parades, reviews, and other
ceremonies necessarily are incomplete.

It was interesting to note how well the bandsmen per-
formed their military duties during active operations. They
were well forward, employed on fatigue work. Music was
forgotten in the work of the front. The men justified their
existence as soldiers, working hard and faithfully, and
putting the same enthusiasm into the rough tasks of bat-
tle as they had in their early musical training at Camp
Upton.

During the Fall and Winter of 1917 many men were
transferred from the Regiment to other divisions. A large
number were sent to Camp Gordon, Ga. The night before
such transfers, blue barrack bags were issued to the men
to carry their extra clothing. As may be surmised, no one
wanted to leave the Regiment, and the “blue bag” became
a bogey. The first sergeants were supposed to list in “blue
bag” books everyone who broke the rules of the camp, for
the purpose of transferring the offenders when the next
call came. These transfers interfered seriously with the
training and cohesive strength of the Regiment, but they
were required by the military situation and nothing could
be done to prevent them.

Similar transfers took place (December, 1917) to a pro-
visional battalion of the 11th Engineers. This battalion
was formed at Camp Upton for the purpose of supplying
replacements to the 11th Engineers (Railway), then in
France. The battalion was trained and equipped under
Colonel Sherrill’s supervision, and commanded for some
time by Major James P. Leaf, attached to the 302nd
Engineers. ‘

In spite of transfers, and many other handicaps, the de-
velopment of the Regiment continued rapidly. = In January,
1918, although each line company numbered but 150 men,
the Regiment was ready for service. The officers and men
were well trained for any duty that they might be called
upon to perform.

On 17th January, 1918, about 700 members of the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers visited Camp Upton, were
entertained by the Regiment, and inspected the engineer
camp and activities. At the invitation of the Commanding
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General they reviewed the Regiment, and by courtesy of
the 307th Infantry, they witnessed an exhibition infantry
attack. This review and inspection showed clearly that
officers and men werc trained and equipped as thoroughly
as they could be in the United States, and Colonel Sherrill
endeavored to have the Regiment sent to France at once for
the final training in the field. Unfortunately, this could not
be arranged.

On the 20th January, 1918, a theatre party was held in
New York City for the benefit of the regimental fund.
Thanks largely to the assistance of Mrs. Irene Harris, of
New York, this affair was a great success, the net proceeds
amounting to over $1,700.00. The fund was later enlarged
by gifts made through Dr. Manning, and has ever since
been adequate for the needs of the Regiment.

. During the Winter of 1917 Major-General Bell, the Com-
manding General, became greatly interested in the erection
of a community hall for the camp. He entrusted the entire
matter to Colonel Sherrill, who was charged not only with
the design of the building, but also with raising the neces-
sary funds for its erection. It became the duty of Lieu-
tenants Thomas H. Ellett and Victor G. Thomassen, of the
302nd Engineers, to draw the plans of the proposed hall,
which was to be very unusual and effective. Captain Fred-
erick S. Greene, 302nd Engineers, assisted by several New
York civilians, acted as head of the “finance committee”.
A military ball was given on the night of Washington’s
birthday, at the Seventh Regiment Armory, Park Avenue,
New York City. This was a great success and the proceeds
from it added $20,000.00 to the Community Hall Fund.

The Community Hall, however, was never completed,
largely because the sailing overseas of the Regiment, in
March, 1918, severed Colonel Sherrill’s connection with the
project. i

During several weeks of the new year (1918) the dif-
ferent companies and regiments of the 77th Division had
been striving to win the prize offered for the best policed
and beautified area in camp. Weekly inspections by dif-
ferent teams of inspectors rated the different companies.
The result was gratifying to the Engineers, for their regi-
mental area was adjudged the second best in the whole
camp, and Company “F’s” area was given first prize of all
companies in the Division.

An incident of note in our history was a stirring address
to the Regiment by Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, President
of Columbia University (20th February, 1918).

During the month of February, 1918, the Regiment was
increased to full war strength by recruits from the second
draft. These men, several hundred strong, came from Buf-
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_ falo, Syracuse, Rochester, and New England. Originally,

and up to that time, the Regiment consisted almost entirely
of men from New York City, but, by this recruitment, it
became a State-wide organization. Only a few weeks were
available for the training of the new men, but they were
of a splendid, hard-working type, and the results were re-
markable. As a matter of fact, when the Regiment left
Camp Upton late in March, 1918, it would have been diffi-
cult to distinguish the new men from the old. About this
time (20th February, 1918) Lieut.-Col. C. R. Pettis was
called away to command another regiment. Lieut.-Col.
Lindsey C. Herkness took his place as second in command
to Colonel Sherrill. Lieutenant-Colonel Herkness remained
with the Regiment until the middle of August, 1918, when
he, too, was transferred.

The first divisional review was held at Camp Upton on -
15th February, 1918. Assistant Secretary of War, M1_~.
Benedict Crowell, reviewed the Division. The 302nd Engi-
neers led the parade.

Another memorable event was the parade in New York
City, through the heavy snowstorm of Washingto_n’s birth-
day, 1918. Ten thousand men of the Division Journqyed
to New York City to participate in the march down Fifth
Avenue, which was really a farewell to New York. For
this reason, and because a few days’ leave or furlough was
granted to officers and men at this time, this parade was
a milestone in our history. The Engineers again were at
the head of the column. The 69th Regiment Armory,*
on 26th Street, was the New York headquarters of the
Regiment.

After the Washington birthday parade in New quk
City, it became a foregone conclusion that the 77th D~ivis1on
would shortly sail overseas. Efforts to complete equipment
and to finish rifle practice were doubled, with the resul.t
that early in March, 1918, the Regiment was ready to sail
at any time.

When packing up for overseas service, it was found nec-
essary to adopt a symbol to be painted on the baggag_e.
The 77th Division chose for its symbol the Statue of Lib-
erty. Since then, the Division has generally been referred
to as the “Liberty Division”. When, late in 1918, the Gen-
eral Headquarters ordered each division to select and wear
just below the left shoulder a divisional insignia, the 77th
Division again chose as its emblem the Statue of Liberty
on a field of azure blue. As a matter of record, it should be
noted that no divisional insignia were worn until after the
Armistice. :

* The “Old 69th’’ (new 165th Infantry) was already in France when this parade
took place. ) o e R
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Good-byes were said and written several times during
March, 1918, before the final orders for leaving were re-
ceived. In the middle of the night, 28th-29th March, 1918,
the 302nd Engineers left their comfortable barracks at
Camp Upton, which had been their official home since the
preceding August, and marched quietly, almost stealthily,
toward the new, the unknown. It was a momentous oc-
casion for most of us, the loosening of the last material
bond between the comforts of our garrison life and the
actual war-life, which we knew to be ahead of us. Never
since that time has the Regiment remained a third as long
in any one place. Camp Upton was the scene of our regi-
" mental childhood, and fond recollections of our experiences
there will often fill our thoughts during the years to come.

Thus ends the Camp Upton chapter of the history of the
302nd Engineers. The writer lingers, grudgingly turns the
page on this happy, hard-working period, during which
our habits of teamwork were formed, our pride of regiment
came into being. All things end! Good-bye Camp Upton,
the birthplace of the 302nd Engineers!

===
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CHAPTER II.

FROM UPTON TO FRANCE

HE special traing
carrying the Regi-
ment from Camp
Upton arrived at
Astoria, Long Is-
land, about day-
light of 29th
March. The men and bag-

gage were immediately fer-
ried around the south end

of Manhattan Island to a
Cunard dock on the Hud-
son. This was the farewell
view of New York’s famil-
iar landmarks, for later
when the R. M. S. Car-
mania, which was to carry

the Regiment across the Atlantic, sailed down New York

"Bay, all soldiers were ordered below decks.*

From the ferry boats, the embarkation to the Carmania
was rapid. The 302nd Field Signal Battalion accompanied
our Regiment, as did also a memorable group of Signal
Corps (women) telephone operators. The Carmania, **
one of the finest of the Cunarders still afloat, with a battle
history of her own, was a splendid vessel of about 20,000
tons, which was used not only as a transport, but also as a
general passenger ship.

Colonel Sherrill was the military commander of the ship
which slipped out of the harbor during the afternoon of the
29th March, 1918. The route lay first to Halifax, where
we spent Easter Sunday. No one was allowed to 2o ashore.
The first life-boat drill was held in Halifax Bay. Due to
the great lack of experienced seamen on the Carmania, men
from our Regiment had to be selected and trained as boats-
men. As has always been the case in our history, the neces-
sary talent was readily found and the drill was very suc-
cessful—except for Captain Greene. He scorned life-boats
because Fe was the proud possessor of a patented life pre-
server of complicated design. With this apparatus, he gave

* The purpose of this precaution was to deceive the enemy. Tt proved to be
an unnecessary hardship for the men because if a spy had had the mind, he could
breviously have seen all our movements from many close vantage points.

** Barly in the war, the Carmania, then a converted cruiser in South American
Wf\ters, had sunk the German raider, Cap Trafalgar. The Carmania, during our
trip, still bore the scars of this battle.
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a demonstration during the
life-boat drill.  Unfortu-
nately, the balast was not
sufficiently great and the
Captain had to be rescued
from his preserver!

A convoy of four ships
assembled at Halifax. The
old British cruiser, King
Alfred, was assigned as the
convoying warship. Leav-
ing Halifax on the 2nd
April, 1918, the convoy
proceeded leisurely across
the Atlantic. The course
was secret, but amateur
navigators kept us well ad-
vised of our location.
These advices unhappily
did not agree, varying at
one time from the Azores
to Iceland. The weather
was wonderfully mild and
the sea calm. The daily
round of life-boat drill,
physical exercise, ship in-
spection, bulkhead guard, and submarine watch was
pleasantly broken on 6th of April, the first anniversary of
the entrance of the United States into the World War, when
a celebration was held with the battalions massed on the
forward portion of the ship.

No exciting incident occured until the night of April
10th. The Carmania, with her convoy, had at dusk entered
the submarine danger zone and had been joined by British
destroyers. During the evening, these agile foxes of the
sea had scented submarines. We on board were soon to
hear our first sound of actual war. A depth bomb, dropped
within half a mile, shakes even a mighty ship such as ours.
What it does to the submarine has been often described.
We heard several such bombs that night, so were all keyed
up to the experience of the following morning.

Reveille on shipboard was held at daybreak, each man
reporting to the life-boat that had been assigned to him.
On the morning of the 11th of April, we were entering the
waters between Scotland and the north of Ireland. The
entrance to this channel was a pest spot for submarines.
As ships converged to enter the Irish Sea they offered to
enemy submarines the most tempting targets. Here it
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was that the Tuscania was sunk. Daybreak and dusk were
the most propitious times for submarine attacks. At day-
break we had passed within a few miles of a convoy of from
twenty-five to thirty ships, and had been joined by more
destroyers. The day had fully dawned, and most of us
had turned from the chill decks to hot breakfast, thinking
that we were not to experience the excitement of a sub- °
marine attack.

Captain Edward B. Simmons, Company “D”, Officer of
the Day, was on deck about 8:30 A. M., when one of the
destroyers nearby dropped two depth bombs. At about the
same instant, Captain Simmons and others saw what they
supposed to be the bubbling wake of a torpedo shoot under
the forward quarter of the Carmania. (In reality the ship
had crossed the wake of the torpedo.) Almost immediately
there was a heavy explosion at the stern of the King Al-
fred, which was then steaming along about three hundred
yards to our starboard. The torpedo had struck, not our
ship for which it was obviously intended, but the King
Alfred. Then we witnessed the most stirring scene—de-
stroyers dashing about dropping depth bombs all around
the convoy. As no second torpedo was seen, the submarine
was undoubtedly destroyed by one of the first depth bombs.
This incident was particularly remarkable because of the
quickness of the destroyers in locating the submarine and
dropping the bombs before the first torpedo had reached
its mark. From the direction of the torpedo and the veloci-
ties and distances apart of the various ships, it was calcu-
lated that the torpedo had been aimed at the Carmania and
ha:d crossed her bow within fifty feet. The damage to the
King Alfred rendered that warship temporarily unsea-
worthy. Consequently she left our convoy and steamed
into Londonderry, Ireland. In answer to a wireless mes-
sage of sympathy to the commanding officer of the King
Alfred, came back, with thanks, the characteristic British
reply: “Carry on!”

No further incident of moment occurred during this voy-
age. The Carmania docked in Liverpool early on the morn-
ing of the 12th of ‘April. The Regiment did not debark,
however, until the morning of the 13th. On the night of
the 12th—13’gh, German Zeppelins made one of their longest
recorded raids across England and dropped bombs within
twelvg miles of Liverpool, plainly within earshot of us all.
By this time, between the “subs” and the “Zeps”’, every-

one was convinced that the Regiment was really headed
for the war.

Bright and early on the 13th of April, the Regiment
marched from the Carmania to the several railroad yards

29



in Liverpool and quickly entrained. The day was perfect
as the Regiment sped through southern England. It was
Saturday and many people were out-of-doors, working in
the war-gardens near the railroad lines—doggedly and
with true English persistence. It will be remembered that
in England, late March and early April, 1918, was a period
of great depression because of the terrible reverses of the
British Armies in Picardy and Flanders. The Flanders
catastrophe had occurred while our Regiment was at sea.
The spirits of the English with whom we talked were very
low, but none of us will forget their enthusiasm at the sight
of the Americans. If for no other reason, the shipment
of American troops through England was justified because
of the inspiriting effect it had on the civilian morale.

The trip from Liverpool to Dover took only eight hours.
The trains sped rapidly across the beautiful country,
through the outskirts of London and on to Dover. Shortly
after passing London war’s gruesome picture was vividly
painted for us. Train after train, loaded with wounded
soldiers, passed, moving swiftly toward the city. These
hundreds of bandaged men told all too plainly how desperate
was the struggle across the channel, to join which we were
hurrying.

At Dover the Regiment spent the night, quartered in the
chill barracks of Dover Castle. It was the consensus of
opinion that there could be no more depressing place to
spend the night than this renowned and picturesque relic

of Old England.
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Thus it was that we “saw” England in eight hours!
Many would like to see more of it, but Lieutenant-Colonel
Per-Lee is about the only one of us who was fortunate
enough (after the Armistice) to get leave to go to England.
He e%]'oyed himself enough for the whole Regiment, so it
is said.

During the day of the 14th of April, the Regiment was
transported across the English Channel to Calais. Many
wished for the mythical Calais-Dover tunnel, for the Chan-
nel was particularly boisterous. Capt. John W. Mark, our
supply officer, an Englishman by birth, led the reaction of
the Regiment against the roughness of the passage.
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CHAPTER III

FRANCE AT LAST!

RANCE at last! With what mingled feel-
ings did we first see the land of history
and battle, of beauty and destruction; of
courage and suffering!

Calais was reached on the afternoon of
the 14th April, 1918. The 302nd Engi-
neers, being the first regiment of the 77th
Division to sail overseas, has thus the

honor of being the first National Army regiment to reach

France. Calais, the forlorn, at that time but recently re-

lieved for a brief spell from the menace of capture by the

Hun; nightly bombed by the most powerful infernal ma-

chines of the air; peopled by the soldiers of a dozen nations;

presented a sorry appearance to us as we marched through.

Ruined houses, ruined industry, stared at us from all
sides; anxiety was on every face. The only life seemd to
be in the little band of old French territorials, who bugled
the Regiment to a British “rest camp.” Their bugling was
continuous, and one marvelled how they found breath to
blow, until it was seen that the ranks of buglers alternated
—only the drummers were steadily at work.

“Rest camp” sounded like a haven of rest to us after the
ocean voyage, the railroad trip across England, a cheerless
night at Dover and a rough channel passage. Later, we
found that the only rest in a British rest camp lies in the
name itself. But of them all, “Rest Camp No. 6 East” of
Calais was the most dispiriting. It was a camp of small
conical tents, pitched in the shifting sand on the outskirts
of Calais. Compared with it, Camp Upton was a.Paris.
However, we were not to remain there long, for within
thirty-six hours the British had issued to each man a gas
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magk, which he tested himself in a chamber of tear gas;
a steel helmet (thereafter his constant companion), and a
British rifle in exchange for his American rifle.

It may be well here to explain the particular mission of
the 77th Division: In order to obtain British shipping for
the transport of United States troops to France, our War
Department had agreed to place and train behind the Brit-
ish lines in Flanders, nine American divisions. The British
were to act as advisers in the training of these divisions;
were to supply and arm them with British rifles, and in turn
could use these troops as a strategic reserve. Once trained,
these divisions were to be at the disposal of the American
high command (G. H. Q.), but if withdrawn from Flanders,
were to be replaced by other divisions arriving in France.
The 77th Division was the first American division to be so
trained (as a division) behind the British front.*

It is.also interesting to note that at this time (April,
1918) it was proposed that the 77th Division should be
made a “replacement division; i. e., its organization as a
single fighting unit was to be destroyed, and its officers and
men used merely to replace losses in other divisions. Hap-
pily, fortune had in store for us a nobler fate, for had this
plan been executed, our Regiment would doubtless have
be_come a corps engineer regiment, and as such, would have
missed its great opportunity to serve as an integral part
of the combat branch of the American Army . **

* This paragraph is based upon data contained in a lecture given after the

Armistice to officers’ of the 77th Divisi Brigadie I i
e o ivision by Brigadier General Drum, G-1, First

i \C:)Ionel Sherrill,ﬂin addition to his duties as Commanding Officer of the 302nd
ineers, also acted for many weeks as Corps Engineer (2nd Corps).
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On the 16th April, 1918, the Regiment marched from the '

rest camp to entrain for its first trip on a French railroad.
Those of us who had read Ian Hay’s “The First Hundred
Thousand”, knew in imagination what we might expect to
find in French troop trains. True to our anticipations, there
were the little box cars, about half as long as an American
box car, each marked ‘“Hommes 40, Chevaux 8”, which
means that, for military travel, the cars are to be filled,
nay, crammed, either with forty men or eight horses. Later
we managed to get additional cars, so that it was necessary
to carry only thirty men or six animals per car. But at
first, lacking experience and “savoir faire”, we followed the
rule strictly, and suffered accordingly.

The first rail journey of the Regiment in France ended
at Audruicq (Pas de Calais). Audruicq was a British rail-
head (supply point) about seventeen kilometers southeast
of Calais. From it the Regiment marched to its first French
billets. It was a weary journey. Our men were not ac-
customed to long marches, because the extreme winter and
the late spring at Camp Upton had offered no opportunity
for such exercise.

The regimental headquarters staff and the First Bat-
talion marched to Rum-
inghem, and the Second
Battalion to Muncq-Nieur-
let.*

The incomparable Brit-
ish system was every-
where apparent. We nev-
er ceased to marvel at the
efficiency of the British
rear organization. No
matter what the fortune
of battle at the front, the
British service of supply
(in. the American Army
called the “S. O. S.”)
never failed. So it hap-
pened that, although the
combat troops of many
British divisions had been
practically wiped out by
the German offensive in
Picardy during March,
1918, the British trans-

‘# Bxcept for one bivouac camp
in June, 1918, the Regiment never
again until April, 1919, lived to-
gether in one place.
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port system had escaped practically intact. ‘This fact was
of particular interest to American troops, because our in-
coming troops depended upon this transport service for
much of their fighting equipment.

The 77th Division Headquarters were at Eperlecques
(Pas de Calais) as were also the headquarters of the 39th
Division (British). This latter division had suffered very
greatly in the March (1918) German offensive in Picardy,
and its staff was placed at the disposal of the Americang
for training the 77th Division. To each regiment of the
T7th were attached several experienced British officers.
The 302nd Engineers were fortunate in having assigned to
them, as instructors, several splendid officers from the 13th
Gloucestershire Regiment (Pioneers) and from the Royal
Engineers. These officers gave freely of their experience
and skill, and were of the greatest assistance in bridging
the difficult period of transition during the first few weeks
after the Regiment’s arrival in France. i

It must always be remembered that the American soldier
in France faced many new situations. Not only was there
the difference in language, but even more strange was the
difference in customs and habits. In the United States,
soldiers are habitually quartered in barracks or, when in
the field, under canvas. In France, law and custom place
the soldier in “billets” except when very close to the enemy.
There are many good reasons for this, and the Americans

' soon learned to make themselves comfortable.in barns and

outhouses, and when within a few kilometers of the front,
in the wine cellars which are invariably to be found in every
French house. At the beginning of their French service,

]l[r)l(ﬁvever, the American soldier did not enjoy an ordinary
illet.

The Regiment, after settling down and resting for one
d_ay (17th April, 1918), commenced its last course of inten-
sive training for active service. The area in which the 77th
Division was billeted was about twenty miles behind the
Brl’pish front in Flanders. The sound of the big guns was
easily heard, and the night raids of the Boche airplanes
were common enough. Practically every fair night, one
could hear the buzz of the heavy-laden bombing planes,
headed for Calais or Boulogne, or perchance the bombs
were intended for Watten or St. Omer, which were much
nearer our billets. When one of the 2,000 pound bombs
exploded within ten miles, the concussion was so terrific
that we felt we had just escaped destruction.

. The regulations required everyone to seek shelter during
air raids, not so much because of the bombs as because of
the quantity of shrapnel and high explosive shell which the
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British anti-aircraft guns (so-called “Archies”) poured
forth. However, curiosity generally got the better of pru-
dence—the accompanying display of searchlights—some-
times as many as fifty at once looked for the plane—was a
sight never to be forgotten. Throughout the war, it was
always fascinating to watch the air. Whatever went on
there was a free exhibition and helped to drive away dull
care and ennui!

At the time of the Regiment’s arrival in France in the
middle of April, 1918, the military situation in Flanders
was very precarious for the Allies. On 9th of April, the
Germans had launched a surprise attack between Ypres
and Arras, which was unexpectedly successful for the
enemy. A deep salient was driven into the British line.
Armentieres, Bailleul and Merville had been taken and
Béthune was seriously threatened. If the latter city and
environs had fallen, France’s last great coal field would
have been in the hands of the enemy. It was at this time
(11th April, 1918) that Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig,
the British Commander-in-Chief, issued his famous order
of the day, declaring that the British had their “backs to
the wall.” Because of its historic importance and the re-
markable effect it had in a great crisis in the history of the
world, this order, addressed to “all ranks of the British
Army in France and Flanders”, is quoted in full:

“Three weeks ago today the enemy began his terriffic attacks
against us on a fifty-mile front. His objects are to separate us from

the French, to take the Channel ports, and to destroy the British Army. *

“In spite of throwing already 106 divisions in the battle, and
enduring the most reckless sacrifice of human life, he has yvet made
little progress toward his goals.

“We owe this to the determined fighting and self-sacrifice of our
troops. Words fail me to \express the admiration which I feel for the
splendid resistance offered by all ranks of our army under the most
trying circumstances.

“Many among us now are tired. To those I would say that victory
will belong to the side which holds out the longest. The French Army
is moving rapidly and in great force to our support. There is no other
course open to us but to fight it out.

“Hvery position must be held to the last man. There must be
no retirement. With our backs to the wall, and believing in the justice
of our cause, each one of us must fight to the end. The safety of our
homes and the freedom of mankind depend alike upon the conduct of
each one of us at this critical moment.”

The Germans, for their part, were not in a comfortable
situation. The salient they had driven in the lines was
not broad enough for safety, and everywhere the British
held the heights. It was obvious that the enemy must
either attack or withdraw. Flushed with victory, it did
not seem likely that they would withdraw.

During this period the British Army was bending every
effort to build additional positions of defence in the rear
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of their front. So it happened that the 302nd Engineers
were hardly settled in their new quarters, and had hardly
started their last training, when an order came detaching
them from the 77th Division and sending them to the area
east of Watten to help construct the British “G. H. Q.”
positions.

The regimental headquarters staff and first battalion
moved on 29th April, 1918, to Volkerinckhove, and the sec-
ond battalion to Merckeghem. Immediately the Regiment
commenced work on the positions of defence in front of
Watten. This work consisted of digging trenches and con-
structing wire entanglements. In the digging, a large num-
ber of Chinese coolies were used under the direction of of-
ficers and non-commissioned officers of the Regiment. Aside
from its military importance, the construction of this de-
fence position was splendid training for the Regiment.

Early in May, 1918, the Germans attacked and captured
Kemmel Hill in their endeavor to widen the Flanders salient.
Very severe fighting took place, and at one time the Regi-
ment heard in the distance the unceasing artillery fire for
over 72 hours. It was feared that another attempt to cap-
ture the Channel ports was about to be made by the Ger-
mans, and several French divisions were brought into this
area as a reserve.

The month-of May, 1918, was spent at Volkerinchkhove
and Merckeghem. Much work was done, despite a lack of
engineer equipment. All the tools and apparatus of an en-
gineer regiment which had been gathered together so care-
fully at Camp Upton, had been left behind when the Regi-
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ment sailed overseas. The British supplied wagon trans-
port and animals, but could not supply the technical equip-
ment required for the proper functioning of an engineer
regiment.

Part of the training of the Regiment at this time con-
sisted in testing gas masks in a cloud of real chlorine gas.
This test gave the men confidence in the mask, that could
not be obtained in any other way. Also, each man had an
opportunity of throwing “live” hand grenades at dummy
Boches.

During the month of May, many officers and non-com-
missioned officers had an opportunity to visit the British
front south of Arras. The purpose of these vigits was to
get first-hand knowledge of the actual conditions of trench
warfare, and this knowledge was of great value. The
Colonel, his staff, majors, all company commanders and
first sergeants were absent at the front at one time. Dur-
ing their absence, a divisional manoeuvre (May 17-19) was
held. Although lacking most of its commanding officers,
the Regiment performed its part in the manoeuvre effici-
ently, and was commended by the judges. Other manoeu-
vres were held later, which gave our troops valuable prac-
tical experience in the problems of mobile warfare. Little
did anyone realize then, how soon this training would be
put to use, for all fronts by this time had become stabilized
again after the first 1918 attacks of the Germans.

At four o’clock of the afternoon of 30th May, 1918, the
Regiment received orders to march out at seven o’clock,
In spite of this short notice, officers and men were ready
promptly at the appointed hour, and marched about seven
miles to bivouac near Hellebroucq. The following day a
march of over 17 miles brought us to a bivouac in the Bois
de Bomquehault. On 1st of June the Regiment marched to
billets, with regimental and second battalion headquarters
at Locquinghen, and the first battalion at Belle. The six
weeks’ training in France showed its results plainly, for
the Regiment marched splendidly and was complimented
by Major-General Blacklock of th 39th (British) Division.

This change of station of the Regiment wags preliminary
to its departure from the British sector. For a few days,
the Regiment busied itself in preparing the area surround-
ing it for the reception of incoming American troops. These
preparations consisted of the construction of rifle ranges
and bayonet assault courses.

On the Tth of June the Regiment entrained at Rinxent
and was transported to Anvin (Pas de Calais), where it ar-
rived the same day. The regimental transport and 302nd
Engineer Train proceeded by march route to the same
place, via St. Pol, arriving on the evening of the 8th of
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June. The regimental headquarters staff was at Monchy
Cayeaux, while the regiment was billetted between Anvin
and Wavrans.

From Wavrans on 10th of June the entire Regiment en-
trained on three French military trains. This trip was the
longest of any taken in France. The route lay through
Abbeville-sur-Somme, Versailles, Sens, Wassy and Nancy,
south to the detraining station at Thaon, Vosges.

This route illustrates well the precarious state of coms-
munications between the French and British armies in the
early summer of 1918. The only useable railroad connec-
tion between the north and south of the Somme River,
which roughly divided the British and the French, was at
Abbéville. Due to the March advances of the Germans in
Picardy, the important railroad center of Amiens was under
such bombardment that its railroad lines could not be used.
Also the direct rail route from Paris to Nancy had been
cut at Chateau-Thierry by the German advance of 27th of
May. This necessitated a long detour for troops who were
being transferred from one front to the other.

The train trip from Flanders to Nancy took three days.
The weather was ideal and the countryside very beautiful.
The men of the Regiment knew that every mile took them
nearer to their first real test. There was no depression—
only a determination not to be found wanting.

It was during this trip that Capt. F. S. Greene was
formally placed in command of the 1st Battalion.

Thaon was reached on the night of the 12th-13th June,
1918. The Regiment took station as follows:

Domevre—sur—Durbion—Regt. HQ and HQ 1st Bn., Cos.
‘KA” and “B!,.

Bayecourt—HQ 2nd Bn. and Cos. “E” and & e

Pallegney—Company “C”.

Villoncourt—Company Sy

These stations were, however, but temporary. Almost
immediately upon arrival, Colonel Sherrill, with the com-
pany commanders, proceeded to the front to become familiar
with the work which was to be taken over. It was at this
time that there was attached to the Regiment Lieut. Gilbert
Macqueron, of the French Army. Lieutenant Macqueron
accompanied the Regiment as liaison officer through all its
operations in the field, and became actually, if not techni-
cally, a member of the Regiment.

The 77th Division was to relieve the 42nd, popularly
known as the “Rainbow Division”. The 42nd Division then
beld the quiet portion of the Lorraine front known as the

Baccarat Sector”, because headquarters were located at
Baccarat, Meurthe-et-Mogelle.
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On 16th of June, Company “F” and Headquarters Com-
pany, 302nd Engineers, marched from their billets to Ram-
bervillers. The following day these two companies marched
to Baccarat and relieved the corresponding companies of
the 117th Engineers of the 42nd Division. So far as we are
informed, these two companies were the first companies of
the National Army to be assigned to duties in a front-line
sector. They were billetted first in the old “Crystallerie”,
and later in the Haxo Barracks.

On the 19th of June, the remainder of the Regiment fol-
lowed and relieved corresponding organizations of the 117th
Engineers, being stationed as follows:

Regt. HQ, HQ Co., Co. “F”, and Engineer Train at Bac-
carat, Meurthe-et-Moselle.

One-half of Company “A” at Reherrey.

One-half of Company “A” at Vaxainville.

Company “B” at New Barbett Camp.

Company “C” at Vacqueville.

Headquarters 1st Bn. at Merviller.

Headquarters 2nd Bn. at Neuf-Maison.

Company “D” at Pexonne.

Company “E” at Neuf-Maison (later moved to Ker Avor).

The men of the Regiment will not soon forget this—their
first “relief”. The unknown is always formidable! To
make it worse, the weather was miserable. Cold, cutting
rains drenched the men on the marches, which were made
at night.
Thus it was that, in June, 1918, the 302nd Engineers
first assumed duties in a front-line sector.

CO. “A’” ROAD SCREENING
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CHAPTER 1V.
ORGANIZATION OF AN AMBRICAN DIVISION.

EFORE proceed-
ing to describe
the Baccarat Sec-
tor and the work
of the Regiment
there, it will be

well to describe briefly the

organization of an Ameri-
can division in 1918, and
the duties of the division-
al engineer department.

Such a description will as-

sist in the understanding

of the regimental history
to follow.

An American division at
full strength in 1918 was
made up of two brigades
of infantry, each brigade
consisting of two regi-
ments of about 8,600 men
each. There was also a
brigade of artillery, con-
sigting of two regiments
of light field artillery and
one regiment of heavy
artillery. Three machine gun battalions were also assigned
to each division—one for each brigade and one as a divi-
sional reserve. In addition, a division included one regiment
of combat engineers, armed as infantry, one battalion of
signal corps and various trains, such as supply, ammuni-
tion, engineer and sanitary trains. j

In the 77th Division, these units were numbered as follows :

JUNE, 1918.
77th Division Headquarters. 153rd Infantry Brigade.
302nd Engineers. 305th Infantry.
302nd Engineer Train. 306th Infantry. i
304th Machine Gun Battalion. 306th Machine Gun Battalion.

302nd Field Signal Battalion.

HQ Trains and Military Police—-
302nd Supply Train.
302nd Ammunition Train.
302nd Sanitary Train

154th Infantry Brigade.
307th Infantry.

308th Infantry.

306th Machine Gun Battalion.

152nd Artillery Brigade.
304th Artillery.
305th Artillery.

306th Artillery.
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The two infantry brigades of the division were generally
in the front line abreast of each other. An engineer regi-
ment was divided into two battalions, each of three com-
panies, and for the purpose of co-operation with the infan-
try, one engineer battalion was attached to each infantry
brigade. As soon as the 77th Division was settled in the
Baccarat Sector, the first battalion, 302nd Engineers, was
attached to the 153rd Infantry Brigade, and the second
battalion to the 154th Infantry Brigade. Throughout the
ensuing campaign, these attachments continued.

As to the duties of combat engineers, they are many,
and vary with the military situation. The motto of the
military engineer should be, “Communications ready on
time.” This motto applies particularly to mobile warfare,
when the ability of the army to move rapidly depends upon
the constant efforts of the engineers.

Roads must be made passable, bridges must be repaired
and built, paths cut, signs posted, etc. Anything which
will assist the movement of the infantry and the artillery
is properly the duty of the engineers.

In stabilized warfare, such as that on the Baccarat front,
the engineers made the minor road repairs required near
the front, planned and supervised the construction of new
trenches and dugouts, gas-proofed all dugouts, mined
bridges, put up barbed wire, made and placed signs and did
a multitude of other useful things. Colonel Sherrill’s orders
were to comply with any request for work, and to do our
utmost to co-operate wholeheartedly with the other arms
of the service.

=

MEN FROM HEADQUARTERS CO. PREPARING BRIDGE MATERIAL BEFORE
AN ADVANCE
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CHAPTER V.
BACCARAT.

HE Baccarat Sector took its name from the
city of Baccarat on the Meurthe River near
Lunéville. Baccarat was a pleasing little
city several miles back of the front lines,
rarely, in 1918, disturbed by the sounds
of war. In 1914, the city had been over-
run by the Boches who, however, occupied
it only a few days. It was soon recovered

by the French with only about one-third of its best houses

gutted by fire and shell. Baccarat is noted for its fine glass-
ware and “Point de Lunéville” lace.

The front line in this sector was only a few miles from the
Alsatian border and had been stabilized for nearly four
years. The villages near the front, such as Badonviller,
Montigny, Herbeviller, etc., were quite ruined by the long-
continued artillery fire. Other villages, farther to the rear,
such as Pexonne, Neuf-Maison, Reherrey and Merviller,
were badly damaged, but still habitable. In this sector
most of the front trenches

! A \ were in woods or forests.
> - ' By the summer of 1918,
IR - _: both the Germans and the

French considered the
eastern sectors as “quiet”,
and aside from occasional
raids to identify the op-
posing divisions, little
fighting took place. Al-
though at this time the
Baccarat Sector was ac-
tually held by an Ameri-
can division, it was under
the control of a French
corps, and strict’ orders
had been given not to en-
gage in aggressive war-
fare.

The line at this point
had for so long been im-
mobile that the front
trenches had all been con-
structed with great care,
some even in solid stone,
and were well protected
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by heavy barricades of wire. The second or support posi-
tion had likewise been completed. The third or reserve
position had been planned by the French, and its construc-
tion had just been begun by the 117th Engineers, U. S. A.,
when these troops were relieved by the 302nd Engineers.

The first important work, therefore, to be undertaken by
the Regiment was to construct dugouts for this third posi-
tion. Each company, except Co. F and H. Q. Co. was
assigned to this work. The H. Q. Co. and Co. F were sta-
tioned at Baccarat, and acted as general utility troops,
attending to the many important duties connected with the
work of division headquarters, such as map-making, car-
pentry, gas proofing dugouts, ete.

For the dugout work, the lettered companies and platoons
were spread out in a line a few kilometers behind the front.
The digging was hard, mostly in rock, but as the men had
done similar work at Camp Upton, the progress was rapid.
One or two concrete ‘“cut and cover” dugouts were also
constructed. All this work had to be done under camou-
flage, so as not to disclose the locations to the enemy air-
plane observers. It was of paramount importance that the
camouflage should be complete before the work of digging
was started. As matter of fact, from subsequent examina-
tion of our own airplane photographs of this area, it is
doubtful whether any marked success resulted from our ef-
forts to deceive the enemy, in this regard.

These dugouts were later to be connected by continuous
trenches which previously had been wired. The usual order
of work for such a reserve position was (1) wire; (2) dug-
outs; (3) trenches. For a front line position, dug in the
face of the enemy, the order of work is the reverse of this;
1. e, (1) trenches; (2) wire; (3) dugouts.

In addition to the work on the reserve position, many
other tasks were assigned to our men. For instance, Co.
“E” pushed to completion a splendid concrete observation
post at Pierre & Cheval; Co. “F” had charge of a saw-mill
which supplied lumber for the dugouts, and this company
also laid six kilometers of light railroad.

Almost as soon as the Regiment arrived in the Baccarat
Sector, a number of officers and non-commissioner officers
were detached and sent back to the United States to officer
and help train the new regiments which were being formed.
This was the beginning of a series of transfers which con-
siderably reduced the number of officers with the Regiment,
although its aim was to increase the efficiency of the service
as a whole.*

* Officers returned to U. S. in June, 1918: Maj. J. H. Watson, Capt. H. W.
Wilson, Capt, V. G. Thomassen, 1st Lieuts. T. T. Newbold, J. W. Aitken, T. G.
Townsend, A. M. Miller, B. V. Amy, B. L. Homan; 2nd Lieuts. L. O. Waite, F.
W. L. Hill, B. H, Pierson, P. W. Riedesel.
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Other non-commissioned officers were also detached and
sent to the Army Engineer School at Langres. These men
were later commissioned and rejoined the Regiment at the
beginning of the Argonne drive, where their services were
invaluable.

The number of the men of the Regiment who have risen
from the ranks to the responsibility of command, as occa-
sion called them forward, was remarkable. The supply of
leaders always seemed unlimited. No sooner did a need
arise in any rank than the right man was found at once to
meet the emergency.

It should be recalled at this time that in the Fall of 1917
men of the 302nd Engineers were sent from Camp Upton
tq the engineers officers training camp at Camp Lee, Vir-
ginia. These men were all commissioned at the end of their
term of training, but, unfortunately for the Regiment, it
was possible to secure the return of only three of these
new officers, viz., Lieuts. J. J. Hyland, E. R. Finlayson, and
J. M. Cunningham. Other men had been sent to the infan-
try officers training camp at Camp Upton. These men,
however, were not commissioned until J une, 1918, and they
were all ordered detached from the Regiment. It was only
through the determined efforts of Colonel Sherrill that the
following were allowed to return to the Regiment: Lieuts.
D. Romeo, J. A. Walsh, J. F. Brown, and H. R. Eitsen.*

i * Of the officers so commissioned, the following were later killed in action:
Fleuts. John H, Pyle (ex-Co. B), Charles A. Duffy (ex-Co. F), John A. Walsh (Co.
—*¢x-Co. E), and James F. Brown (Co. D—ex-Co. B).
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In July, Co. “C” was moved back to Deneuvre, La
Chapelle, and Glonville to work on a so-called “barrage posi-
tion” south of the Meurthe River. This position was to be
a last defence in case of a forced retirement. For it must
be remembered that while the French never doubted ulti-
mate victory, they very wisely prepared “defences in depth”.
As a part of this policy, during the occupation of the Bac-
carat Sector by American forces, the Regiment was ordered
to prepare demolitions for all bridges and culverts in that
area.

While in the Baccarat Sector, the Regiment had its first
casualty due to enemy fire. Private W. J. Susat, Co. “E”,
was hit by a bomb splinter while he was at Camp Ker Avor.
At about the same time Lieut. T. H. Ellett, Co. “D”, had
a very narrow escape. A mustard-gas shell exploded in the
room where he was sleeping. By the greatest good fortune,
Lieutenant Ellett was wearing his gas mask at the time;
otherwise, he would most certainly have been killed.

It was also at this time that Sergeant Barney S. Shep-
hard, Co. “A”, won a citation for bravery—the first received
by any member of the Regiment. While engaged on some
trench work, Sergeant Shephard went, under heavy shell-
fire, to the aid of a wounded infantryman and carried him
to safety. Sergeant Shephard was later commissioned in
the infantry, where he also distinguished himself for
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bravery, winning the French Croix de Guerre as well as the
American Distinguished Service Cross.

The Engineer Train, while stationed at Baccarat during
this same period, also did good work transporting engineer
material forward under considerable difficulties.

Toward the end of July, 1918, rumors to the effect that
the 77th Division was to be relieved by the 37th Division
(Ohio National Guard) became more and more persistent.
Finally, officers from the 112th Engineers arrived to ar-
range for the relief of the 302nd Engineers, and during the
nights of 1st of August to 2nd and 2nd to 3rd, the Regiment
marched away from the Baccarat Sector, presumably for a
rest period, but actually to begin the most strenuous work
to which up to this time it had been assigned.

During its stay of approximately two months in the Bac-
carat Sector, the training of the Regiment for active opera-
tions had continued without pause, so that by the 1st of
August it was considered as ready for any duties in the
field. Indeed, the whole 77th Division was fortunate in
having been able so gradually to approach real war, and to
have received such thorough training before assignment
to an active fighting front. ;

Marching only at night west from Baccarat, the Regi-
ment passed through Domptail, Mattexey, and took tem-
porary stations as follows:

Regimental H. Q. and H. Q. Co.....__.._.. Roville (near Bayon)
First Battalion and Engineer Train.... Moriviller
Second Battalion.........._...._..... ... Borville

FOOT BRIDGE ACROSS THE VESLE, NEAR VILLA SAVOYE
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During such changes of station, the transport marched
separately. Lieut. H. C. Cresson commanded the 1st Bat-
talion Transport, and Lieut. J. C. Wallace that of the 2nd
Battalion, while Lieut. J. A. Ryan commanded the Engi-
neer Train. Many were the experiences in bringing for-
ward the wagons. What, with uncertain food and forage,
poor roads, and weak animals, each such march was a trial,
and the greatest credit should be given to the officers and
men who always reappeared at the right moment with the
impedimenta.

These night marches were among the most pleasant of
any taken by the Regiment. The weather was fair and
mild. The front was far enough away so that the band
could play. Spirits were high, not only because of the ex-
pected rest, but also because of the news of Allied success
that daily came from other fronts.

STAFI" N. ‘C. 0.’S ON RECEIVING PARIS PASSES
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CHAPTER VI.

MILITARY SITUATION IN AUGUST, 1918.

EFORE beginning
the next chapter in
the history of the
Regiment, it would
be well to recall
the military situa-

| ~ tion on the 1st

August, 1918.

Up to the 1st of June,
the Germans had launched
three great offensives: two
against the British, in Pi-
cardy (21st of March), and
i ' in Flanders (9th of April) ;

. i e, and one against the French

bEl e s on the Chemin des Dames

(27th of May). This latter attack had been the most
successful for the enemy, for within a few days, Ger-
man troops had pushed a great salient in the French
lines, between Rheims and Soissons, extending as far
south as the Marne River at Chateau-Thierry. This
great attack had been halted by the French reserves about
the 2nd of June. In this drive, the 2nd and 8rd Divisions
won immortal fame by their heroic defence and counter-
attack in Belleau Woods and near Chateau-Thierry.

For six weeks (from 2nd of June to 15th of July) after
this check of the German advance by the combined French
and American forces, the enemy organized this salient for
a further attack with Paris as its probable near objective.

The fourth enemy offensive operation of 1918 was to take
place in two sections of the front simultaneously, viz. (1)
from Rheims east, and (2) from Rheims southwest to
Chateau-Thierry. Later the enemy planned to attack the
front from Soissons to Chateau-Thierry after the hoped-for
success in the first two assaults.

Blinded by the over-confidence bred of their earlier suc-
cesses, the Germans failed to dig positions of strength on
the front between Soissons and Chateau-Thierry. For the
same reason, they even neglected to mask their plans and
movements with the result that the French staff was fully
informed, even knowing the “zero hour” for the attack.

Barly on the morning of the 15th of July, these two at-
tacks were launched by the enemy troops. After the first
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day, it was obvious that the attack east of Rheims was a
failure for the Boches, due, in large measure to novel tactics
of the French Commander, General Gouraud.

The enemy met with greater success in their advance
between Rheimg and Chateau-Thierry. In places the Marne
River was crossed. But even this attack by the Germans
did not overwhelm the Allied forces. The defense was espe-
cially strong near Chateau-Thierry, where the 3rd Ameri-
can Division checked very heavy attacks, and stubbornly
held its ground.

The great hour of the war had now struck! For the first
time Marshal Foch had almost unlimited reserves at his
disposal, due to the American reinforcement. At last he
could give free play to his strategic skill and military genius.
The Allied forces were about to take the offensive, and were
never to relinquish it until the surrender of the enemy
under the humiliating terms of the Armistice of 11th
November, 1918.

Masked by the Forest of Villers-Cotterets, all available
Allied troops had been concentrated between Soissons and
Chateau-Thierry. Among these troops were two. American
divisions (the 1st and the 2nd). Early on the 18th of July
—a day which will forever be remembered in .American
history and in the history of the world—the great counter-
battle began, striking directly eastward to the south  of
Soissons. Marshal Foch had seized his opportunity to de-
liver a tremendous flanking blow, which proved irresistible.

Success was immediate. Even during the first day’s bat-
tle, important German lines of communications were cut,
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and the enemy’s whole position in the Marne salient was
in peril. '

The attack which the enemy had planned to make, prob-
ably on the same day, was at once changed into a grim
defense, and then to a retreat, as the Allied divisions be-
tween Chéateau-Thierry and Rheims took up the offensive.

Between the 18th of July and the 1st of August, the
Allies had steadfastly pushed the Germans back to the
Ourcq River at Fere-en-Tardenois. The enemy resisted
stubbornly, and again and again the Allied divisions had to
be replaced and relieved because of the heavy losses. But
the advance continued, and the enemy was forced to fall
back.

It was to participate in the finale of this great battle that
the 77th Division was withdrawn from the quiet Baccarat
Sector. Instead of being sent to the rear for a “rest”, the
Division was ordered forward to relieve the 4th U. S. Divi-
sion on the Vesle River and elements of the 42nd Division.

THE FAITHFUL WATER CART
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A DEMOLISHED BOCHE ‘77

CHAPTER VIL
THE VESLE SECTOR.

ROM the 6th to the 8th August, 1918, the Regi-
ment entrained at Bayon and Blainville (Meur-
the et Moselle), and after a trip of about twenty
hours by rail, detrained at Coulommiers (Seine
et Marne), and adjoining villages about thirty

miles east of Paris and twenty miles southwest of Chateau-

Thierry.

On the 10th of August the Regiment was transported
by French trucks through Chateau-Thierry and Feére-en-
Tardenois to bivouac in the Forest of Nesles, just east
of the village of Seringes (Aisne). Regimental headquar-
ters were in a ruined farm house at the eastern limit of
Seringes.

No member of the Regiment will forget this trip over
the recently contested ground which Americans had done
so much to regain. The evidences of terrific battle were on
all sides, fresh and gruesomely eloquent of the heavy price
that had been paid. At
last, the time for real ac-
tion was at hand for the
302nd Engineers.

From the 1st to the 10th
of August, while the 77th
Division had been moving
from the Baccarat Sector,
the Allies had pushed the
Germans back from the
line of the Ourcq River at

HOW THE GERMANS LEFT BRIDGES s .
IN THEIR RETREAT Fére-en-Tardenois to the
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Vesle River at Fismes and Bazoches. In that part of the
line held by American forces, the 42nd Division on the left,
aided by regiments of the 4th Division, and the 32nd Divi-
sion on the right, had, on the 1st and 2nd of August, over-
come determined German resistence on the line of the Ourecq
River east of Feére-en-Tardenois and had advanced toward
the Vesle River. It was during this operation that the 42nd
Division was relieved by the 4th Division and the 32nd
Division by the 28th. The 4th and the 28th Divisions had
pushed on to the Vesle River, where the German troops had
been ordered to make a stand and not to yield ground at
any cost.

During its brief action in this sector the 4th Division
suffered such heavy losses that relief soon became neces-
sary. The 77th Division was therefore pushed forward to
take over the front held by the 4th Division, and likewise
part of the French front to the left as far as Mont Notre
Dame. On the night of the 11th to 12th of August, the
302nd Engineers relieved the 4th Engineers.

Due to the concentration of troops on this front, the
width of the divisional sector was much narrower than it
had been at Baccarat. The 1st Battalion of the 302nd Engi-
neers, attached to the 153rd Infantry Brigade, covered the
left half of the sector, while the 2nd Battalion covered the
right half with the 154th Infantry Brigade. Regimental
and divisional headquarters were stationed at the Chateau
de Fere, north of Fére-en-Tardenois; both battalion head-
quarters were in unforgetable Chery-Chartreuve.

The 77th Division front extended along the valley of the
Vesle from Fismes and Fismettes on the right, to Mont
Notre Dame on the left—a front of about seven kilometers.
The American outposts were located north of the Vesle
River, both on the right and the left of this sector. But in
the center, around Bazoches, the north bank of the river
was strongly held by the enemy. St. Thibaut, a deserted
village on the south side of the river (opposite Bazoches),
was lightly held by the Americans.

Due to its position, Bazoches was of great value to the
Germans, and a thorn in the side of the Americans. Much
of the regimental and divisional history during this period
centers around Bazoches. Upon its capture depended the
satisfactory advance of Allied forces.

The American divisions on the Vesle front were at this
time (12th of August) operating under orders of a French
corps commander. The French command did not contem-
plate an immediate advance. Instead, work was to be
expedited on three defence positions, viz., (1) the front line
position of outposts, or so-called “green line”; (2) the sup-
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port, or “red” position;
and (3) the reserve, or
“blue” position. To the
engineers was assigned
the task of laying out the
trenches and placing the
barbed wire. The infan-
try, under engineer super-
vision, were to dig the
trenches of the support
and reserve positions.
Each position was to con-
sist of three parallels with
th e necessary approach
trenches. No dugouts
were to be constructed.

Co. “C” and Co. “F”
were assigned to the work
on the outpost position;
Co. “B” and Co. “D” on
the support position; Co.
“A” and Co. “E” on the
reserve position. Head-
quarters Co. and the En-
gineer Train were sta-
tioned near divisional
headquarters, fulfilling their regular functions of map-re-
production and transportation.

In addition to the main work of field fortifications just
outlined, the lettered companies had other duties, such as
the repair and upkeep of roads, the construction of road
screens to prevent enemy observation of movements on
roads, reconnaisance, ete.

All troops had been warned to be on the watch for enemy
traps. It was discovered that the Chateau de Fere (divi-
sional headquarters) was mined with tons of high explosive
and hundreds of unexploded trench mortar shells. Mines
had been placed not only in the Chateau, but also in the
arches of a beautiful old viaduct, the destruction of which
had no military value. Fortunately, the German troops,
charged with the execution of this vandalism, had failed in
their mission, and it was the duty of the engineers to clear
away the explosive. This work was accomplished success-
fully under the direction of Lieutenant Macqueron (French
liaison officer attached to the 302nd Engineers), and Master
Engineer John L. Bleier.

For the engineers the Vesle Sector was very different
from that of Baccarat. Not only were the engineer troops
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much nearer the fighting front, participating in its many
activities, but conditions of life were fundamentally
changed. All companies, except Co. “C” and Co. “D”, were
bivouaced in woods or on hillsides, and existence was very
primitive. Danger from shells and gas was ever preseni.
Sleep was disturbed by artillery fire, which was almost
incessant.

After the first day or two in this sector, Co. “C” ani
Co. “D” were quartered in a large cave in a hillside near
the road between Chery-Chartreuve and St. Thibaut. To
them this will always be “THE CAVE”. The location of
this cave was almost ideal from the point of view of the
engineers. It was quite near the front, only about two
kilometers south of the Vesle River; yet its damp confines
spelled rest and safety (also “cooties”) for the troops when
not at work. This retreat, however, was immediately dis-
covered by the Boches, who took special pains to enfilade
its approach. Several times during their occupancy of the
cave the kitchens of Co. “C” and Co. “D” were partially
destroyed by shell-fire and many animals were also killed
in the same way. One of the Co. “D™ tool wagons was like-
wise added to the ‘“casualty list”. ,

Shortly after the relief of the 4th Division, the Regiment
had its first death from enemy fire. Private Wallace A.
Parmenter, Co. “B”, was killed by a shell splinter on 12th
August, 1918, near Chery-Chartreuve. Other casualties
soon followed in all companies. Capt. R. L. Thomas, Ad-
jutant of the 1st Battalion, was severely wounded in eleven
places, while at Chery-Chartreuve on 20th August, 1918.
In fact, Chery-Chartreuve was within easy range of the
Boche light artillery and was a favorite target for their gun-
ners, day and night. It will long live in the memory of
those whose duty called them there.

CO. “C” ARTILLERY BRIDGE ACROSS THE VESLE, NEAR BAZOCHES
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ANOTHER VIEW OF CO. ‘““C” BRIDGE

During August, the following named officers of the Regi-
ment were transferred to the United States for promotion,
and for duty in connection with the training of new engi-
neer regiments then in the process of formation:

Lieut.-Col. H. C. Herkness

Capt. J. W. Mark, Supply Officer

1st Lieut. C. A. Volz, Co. “E”

1st Lieut. H. A. Philip, Co. “E”

1st Lieut. J. E. L. O’'Ryan, Co. “A”

1st Lieut. E. L. Robinson, Co. “F”
" 2nd Lieut. J. H. Murrin, Co. “E”

All these officers, except Colonel Herkness, had been with
the Regiment since its formation, and their transfer was
greatly regretted. Lieutenant H. C. Cresson, Co. “A”, was
appointed Supply Officer to fill the vacancy caused by Cap-
tain Mark’s transfer, and was soon after promoted to the
rank of Captain.

During all its operations, the Regiment was short of
commissioned officers, at one time having only two-thirds
of the authorized number. Had it not been for the high
quality of the non-commissioned officers, the Regiment
would have been seriously handicapped.

The change from the quiet sector of Baccarat to the great
activity of the Vesle front, brought with it a striking
change in the duties of the combat engineers. Dugouts
were no longer even thought of; wire and trenches sank
into secondary importance. The principal work of the en-
gineers became ‘‘communications” which, translated, meant
bridges and roads. BRIDGES! What recollections that
one word brings to the mind of every man in the Regiment !
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GERMAN PRISONERS

BRIDGES, where so many of our brave comrades fell!
From the Vesle to the Meuse, every operation of the Regi-
ment seemed to lead as inevitably as death to one thing—
BRIDGES. Much other useful work was done, but, in re-
trospect, everything else seems to fade into insignificance
in comparison with the building of foot bridges in front
of the infantry, or of artillery bridges just behind them.

One of the first noteworthy operations of the Regiment
after reaching the Vesle, was a river reconnaissance con-
ducted by men of Co. “C”. On the night of the 15th Au-
gust, 1918, four volunteer parties, led respectively by 1st
Sergeant Quinn, Sergeant Ruhlberg, Corporal Burkhardt,
and Corporal Bell, made a complete reconnaissance of the
Vesle River, where it lay between the lines, reporting loca-
tions of existing and demolished foot bridges, narrow places,
etc. These parties were well ahead of the infantry out-
posts, and conducted their observations under artillery and
machine gun fire.

Based on the information obtained through this recon-
naissance, a detail from Co. “C” was sent forward to fell
trees across a narrow part of the stream to form foot
bridges for the infantry. Corporal Burkhardt led this de-
tail which, in its first attempt on the night of the 18th of
August, was unsuccessful, because the infantry commander
refused to allow the detail to pass through the lines. Again,
on the night of the 19th of August, the men made a second
attempt, but were halted by a German outpost. Finally,
on the night of the 21st of August, accompanied by Lieu-
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tenant Mack, of the infantry, who, with his aides, acted as
a covering party, this detail succeeded in dynamiting two
trees across the Vesle, a few hundred feet southwest of
Bazoches.

On the same night as the Co. “C” reconnaissance (15th

of August), 1st Lieut. Madison H. Lewis of Co. “HY, aess

companied by Sgts. Jules Gingras and Frank Roskoski, both
of the same company, was also reconnoitering.-the river
west of Fismes. At this point, the American line was north
of the Vesle. An infantry relief was taking place at the
same time. Heavy-laden infantrymen were crossing a nar-
row foot bridge. The valley was a target for enemy gas
shells, so that it was necessary for the men to wear gas
masks. The combination of darkness, gas masks and a nar-
row bridge (already overtaxed by the passage of infantry-
men) added greatly to the difficulty of the task., Several
infantrymen fell off the bridge into the river, and were in

grave danger of drowning. Without hesitation, Lieutenant

Lewis and his two sergeants tore off their masks, plunged
into the stream, and rescued the infantrymen. The three
engineers were severely gassed. Lieutenant Lewis never re-
covered sufficiently to return to the Regiment for active
duty. All three were awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross for this act of heroism.

A few days later (22nd August, 1918) a Boche attack
was expected, and it was desired to clear a “barrage zone”
for artillery fire. Unfortunately, “The Cave” lay in this
zone, and Co. “C” and Co. “D” were ordered to a new loca-
tion toward the rear. While on the way back to this new
position, Capt. L. F. Harder, Co. “C”, received an order (at
12:30 A. M., 23rd of August) to burn down some German
shacks which were obstructing the fire of one of the in-
fantry outposts. These shacks were several miles distant,
in front of the American line, where it lay north of the
Vesle, and about one kilometer west of Bazoches.

Corp. Leo R. Bell, Pvt. Frank L. Cromer, and Pvt. Lee
B. Crum volunteered to carry out this hazardous mission.
The orders were to burn the buildings at 3:30 A. M, as a
signal for American gunners. There was no time for prep-
aration. The detail started out at once, carrying only a
three-gallon can of gasoline. The men proceeded first to
the headquarters of the 1st Battalion, 306th Infantry, and
obtained there 2 runner, Pvt. Neil Sheehan, who guided
them by an exposed short-cut to the headquarters of Co.
“D"’, 306th Infantry. From this point another runner
guided them across the Vesle to the outpost platoon of Co.
“D”, 806th Infantry, which lay behind a railroad embank-
ment. The shacks were obstructing the fire of this platoon.

Immediate action was imperative. Without time to re-
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connoitre, the three engineers crawled over the embank-
ment and dashed toward the shacks. It was bright moon-
light, and the ground was flat and bare. Speed, matched
with daring, was their only protection. There were about
ten buildings in the group. A central one was selected for
firing. The men climbed inside, and almost at once the
shacks became targets of enemy rifle grenades and machine
guns. Hastily loose lumber, boxes, bunks—anything that
was at hand—were gathered together and sprinkled with
gasoline. Exactly at 3:55 A. M., Private Cromer set a
match to the building, which immediately broke into flames,
which quickly spread to the other shacks in the group.
The three men dashed back through the bullet-swept Space
to shelter behind the railroad embankment, safe and happy
in the knowledge that their mission had succeeded—and
with them they: carried enough fuel to use in a second at-
tempt in case the buildings were not completely destroyed.
This act of daring and successful accomplishment deserves
special mention here, because it has never been properly
rewarded by official recognition. Through an unfortunate
loss of papers and affidavits, no decorations have come to
these brave men, who not only were successful in a most
dangerous and important mission, but by their foresight
in saving enough gasoline for a second attempt, showed
themselves ready again to face almost certain death if their
first efforts failed.

On the night of the 23rd-24th of August, Captain Sim-
mons of Co. “D”, with a detail of twenty-five men, set out
with a portable truss foot bridge, which had been designed
by Major Giesting and Lieut. Thomas H. Ellett, to the
Vesle at a point about two and a half kilometers east of
Bazoches. The trip to the river was made under heavy
artillery fire, and upon arrival at the designated spot, the
officer in command found that the truss was ten feet short
of the required length. To a less determined man than
Captain Simmons, this would immediately have spelled
failure. But not to him! By means of axes and rope lash-
ings, which the party carried with them, the men quickly
constructed an extra “bent” or trestle on which to rest
one end of the truss. This done, the bridge was soon made
passable for troops. Captain Simmons personally super-
vised this task and worked in the water himself.

These twenty-five men of Co. “D”” were cited by Division
General Order No. 35 for this piece of work. While trans-
porting material for this bridge, Sergeants Doris and Wever
were killed outright, and Sergeant Rothfuss, Corporal Chap-
man and Private Van Allen were severely wounded.

At about this time, Co. “E” relieved Co. “F” at the front.
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CO. “D” IN BIVOUAC, NEAR BLANZY LES FISMES

Captain La Fetra of Co. “BE” determined to throw across a
foot bridge with some material that had been prepared by
Co. “F”, but had not been used before the relief came. The
Co. “E” foot bridge was a ‘“double lock spar bridge”, the
first and last bridge of this type used by the Regiment
while in action. The construction of this bridge took about
three hours, during which time the valley was under heavy
gas and machine gun fire.

The various actions which have just been described are
merely “highlights” and are typical of the fine spirit of de-
termination and aggressiveness of the Regiment. Much
hard routine work was also accomplished on the different
defensive positions. The ground. which had been gained
by the Americans at such heavy cost was not to be lost
again. All the efforts of the Regiment were devoted to
strengthening the positions, and to preparing for a further
American advance. Plans were made, and material col-
lected, for heavy artillery bridges across the Vesle, to be
built as soon as the Boches could be driven back. The Regi-
ment here for the first time made use of captured German
material. Two carefully designed German portable trestle
bridges had been left behind by the retreating foe. Dif-
ferent companies of the Regiment practiced using this
material in order to be prepared for the expected advance.

Much creditable work was done during this period by Co.
“C” wiring outpost positions, and Co. “E” and Co. “F”
placing road camouflage at night at Villa Savoye and Mont
St. Martin. :

Quentin Roosevelt’s grave was near the regimental head-
quarters, and Colonel Sherrill directed Pvt. Leland Easton
of Co. “A” to cut and place a stone to mark the spot where
the ’plane had crashed to earth. Colonel Roosevelt wrote
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personally to Colonel Sherrill and thanked him for this act
of sympathy and respect.

THE KANSAS CITY STAR

OFFKE oF - NEW YORK OFFICE
THEODORE ROOSEVELT M7 MADISON AYENVE

October 25, 1918.

My dear Colonel Sherrill:

T very much appreciate your ictter
{ asnn s
2nd the photographsf and wANAY appreciate
what your regiment did in erecting that little
stone to Quentin's memory. 1 wish you would

thank the regiment for me and for Quentin's
7 X C
wtver, Wb Enffl sz,

Faithfully yeours,

s B 2 WA
Col. ©. O. Sherill,

Hgrs. 302nd Engineers,
A.E.F. France.

On the 25th of August, the Regimental Adjutant, Capt.
G. H. Crawford, was placed in command of Co. “B”. Capt.
Marshall J. Noyes was made Adjutant in his place. At the
same time, Co. “B” relieved Co. “C” of some of the latter
company’s work on the outpost position. With commend-
able initiative and courage, Sergeants Braun and Boyd of -
Co. “B” handled the work in connection with one of these
outppst.s a few hundred feet south of the Vesle. Though
consisting only of trench digging and wiring, it was carried
on steadily, day and night, in a very exposed position in
advance of the infantry. At about the same time, Sergeant
Desoucey of Co. “B”, with a detail of seven men, was gassed
severely while occupied on similar outpost work.

As has already been noted, the village of Bazoches, on
the north bank of the Vesle, held by the enemy, was a con-
stan_t source of trouble for the Americans. Orders were
received to capture the town and drive the Boches back
from the river. To Co. “G” of the 306th Infantry was
allotted this task. A squad of men from Co. “C” of the
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302nd Engineers was assigned to the attacking party, for
the specific purpose of bombing a supposed tunnel in the
cellars of the Bazoches Chateau. This squad was made up
of the following:

Corp. Thomas F. Reilly, in charge
Corp. Allen Stromberg

Corp. William J. Knowlson

Pvt. 1st Class Raymond T. Ball
Pvt. 1st Class Arthur Georger
Pvt. Frank Schulz

Pvt. John Bastedo

Pvt. Lionel Hodgkinson

Pvt. Edward P. Morrissey

On the evening of 26th August, 1918, the attacking party
assembled about a kilometer northwest of St. Thibaut.
Early on the morning of the 27th the attack began, cov-
ered by an intense machine gun barrage. The advance
proceeded smoothly from the west toward the east. In a
short time, the town was in the possession of the Ameri-
cans. The engineers looked in vain for a tunnel in the
Chateau. It was not there!

The American plan was to “clean up” Bazoches, and then
to retire to a position
south of the village until
the inevitable enemy
artillery fire had subsided.
Everything proceed ac-
cording to schedule until
the latter part of the plan
was put into execution.
As the American troops
started for their objective
toward the south of the
village, the enemy began
a heavy counter-attack,
which drove the Ameri-
cans south of the river,
with many casualties.
Corporal Knowlson and
Private Georger were in-
stantly killed during this
action.

During the raid on Ba-
zoches, Privates Schulz
and Morrissey of Co. “C”
had an experience which
they are not likely to for-
get. Stopping to give first-
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aid to two wounded comrades, they became separated from
the attacking infantrymen, and before they could catch up,
they were intercepted by the German counter-attack. They
sought refuge in a pile of charcoal bags, to which they also
took with them a blinded and half-crazed American infan-
tryman. For five days these three men stayed in this
precarious position, almost starving, and at last without
water. Each day they expected that an American advance
would rescue them. Finally, after making careful plans,
they slipped out from their shelter, attacked and killed two
German machine gunners and, leading the wounded infan-
tryman, escaped to the American outposts, bringing with
them valuable information. For this, and for their bravery
in rescuing the wounded man, both Morrissey and Schulz
were awarded the Distinguished Service Cross.

All this time, the Regiment expected an advance north-
ward, and preparations were made accordingly. As soon
as the order came to advance, each battalion was to throw
two artillery bridges across the Vesle, as well as several
foot bridges. In addition, one company of each battalion
was to accompany the advancing infantry.

On the 2nd of September, orders were, however, received
by the engineers to pack up and march to the rear for in-
tensive training. This was welcomed by a few because it
seemed to mean a much-desired rest, and a respite from the
gruelling work at the front. But to most of the officers and
men, life at the front was more alluring than the routine of
training, and it was with disappointment and regret that
the 'southward ‘“hike” was made.

The Regiment was concentrated several miles south of
the Vesle, near Mareuil en Dole. For one company, how-
ever, there was to be no rest. No sooner was the new camp
reached on the afternoon of 2nd of September, than the com-
manding officer of Co. “B” received orders to build two foot
bridges across the Vesle “where desired by the Command-
ing Officer 305th Infantry.”

Led by Captain Crawford of Co. “B”’, the 1st and 4th pla-
toons, under the command rsepectively of Lieut. F. W.
Weston and Lieut. R. C. O’'Donnell, turned about immedi-
ately and marched back to their old bivouac, northwest of
Chery-Chartreuve, reaching there on the morning of the
3rd of September. The bridges were to be built under
cover of night, so the day was spent in resting and practic-
ing bridge building with some trestles which previously had
been built by Co. “C” from material salvaged from a Ger-
man hangar. .

At about 8 P. M. these two platoons set out for the river.
The route lay through the village of Mont Notre Dame,
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which was being heavily shelled at the time. Beyond Mont
Notre Dame, concentrated gas was encountered in the val-
ley of the Vesle. The night was dark, it was impracticable
to wear gas masks, but it was decided to go on and risk the
gas, for the bridges had to be built.

After passing through the infantry outpost, the platoons
took the wrong route and in a few minutes had lost the loca-
tion of their objective. The situation was precarious. Op-
erations were being conducted in “No Man’s Land”, within
range of enemy machine gun and gas shell fire. The route
to the rear was open, but the advance planned for the infan-
try depended upon the success of the mission. Protected
only by the blackness of the night, the two platoons waited
for about an hour, until a reconnaissance had been made.

They then cautiously approached the bridge site, and in
a few minutes had erected two foot bridges. This was about
midnight of the 3rd to 4th of September. The men noticed
that the night had grown strangely quiet, and counted
themselves lucky that the enemy artillerymen had not dis-
covered their operations.

As soon as the bridges were completed the platoons
marched back to their bivouac, and after two or three hours
rest there, continued the march south to rejoin the Regi-
ment. On reaching headquarters, about noon they were
greeted by the news that the Germans had retired from
their positions on the Vesle, and that our infantry was
already advancing. Furthermore, orders had already been
received for the engineers to be “up and at ’em’” again.

Co. “A” and Co. “D” were at once detailed to advance
with the infantry. Each of the other four companies was
to erect a heavy artillery bridge across the river. To Co.
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“B” and Co. “F” was assigned captured German bridge ma-
terial; Co. “C” was to build a “crib” bridge; and Co. “E”
was to repair a demolished German pile bridge.

Although several miles south of the river, the Regiment
started at once, the several companies spreading fan-like
over the area, and reaching their objectives during the aft-
ernoon of the 4th of September.

Co. “F” encountered considerable difficulty at Fismes and
Fismettes. Not only was it necessary at that point to
bridge the Vesle, but also the Ardre River, and the rail-
road cut, where the latter was crossed by the main road.
Major Giesting took personal charge of this work, which
was completed on the 5th of September.

Co. “C” was meanwhile building a crib bridge at Bazoches
which, because of the many difficulties encountered, was not
completed until the 5th of September.

Co. “E”, further east, repaired the old German bridge
north of Ville-Savoye, which was ready for use by 9 P. M.,
4th of September. The same night, Co. “E” cleared a por-
tion of the Rheims-Rouen Road, which had been obstructed
by the retreating enemy.

The same officers and platoons of Co. “B’” that had built
the foot bridges the night before were also selected for the
construction of the artillery bridge, because they had had
practice in putting together the captured German material,
and speed was of prime importance. Although officers and

66

ACROSS THR®




men had had only about four or five hours sleep in sixty
hours, the bridge was completed at about 6 P. M., 4th of
September. It was placed about 600 meters west of Ba-
zoches, on the left of the American line. Part of the 164th
French Division used this bridge on the 4th and 5th of
September, and because of this, the French Government
awarded the Croix de Guerre with palm to the 302nd Engi-
neers. The citation follows:

GRAND QUARTIER GENERAL
des
ARMEES FRANCAISES DE L’EST

ETAT-MAJOR
ORDRE No. 16,6567 “D” (Extrait)

Bureau du personnel
(Décorations)

Aprés approbation du Général Commandant en Chef des
Forces expéditionnaires Ameéricaines en France, le Maréchal
de France, Commandant en Chef des Armées Francaises de
L’Est cite a ’'Ordre de ’Armée:

Colonel SHERRILL, du 302° Régiment du Génie Améri-
cain:

“Le 302° Régiment du Génie Américain, sous le Com-
mandement du Colonel SHERRILL, a construit, le 6 Sep-
tembre 1918, en trois heures sous un violent feu d’artillerie,
un pont sur la Vesle, ce qui a permis des le début des opéra-
tions, le passage de Dartillerie francaise contribuant ainsi
au succes de l'offensive.”

Au Grand Quartier Général, le 20 AVRIL 1919.

LE MARECHAL DE FRANCE,
Commandant en Chef des Armées Francaises
de 'Est
Signé: PETAIN
POUR EXTRAIT CONFORME:
Le Lieutenant-Colonel,

Chef du Bureau du Personnel
(Signed) ...

Co. “C” and Co. “B” were likewise assigned to work on
the St. Thibaut-Bazoches Road, which was in an indescrib-
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able condition, due to the fact that for five weeks it had lain
in No Man’s Land. This road had been badly torn up by
shells. The cut leading north from St. Thibaut was blocked
by two heavy-laden, wrecked motor trucks. It was neces-
sary to dynamite these trucks from the road. Lieut. J. J.
Hyland personally carried out this work.

This whole area was strewn with the dead from the 4th
U. S. Division, our own division and the enemy. It was the
Regiment’s introduction to the horrors of war on a large
scale.

As soon as work was begun on the St. Thibaut-Bazoches
Road, Captain Harder of Co. “C” sent a detail into Bazoches
to recover the bodies of Corp. William G. Knowlson and Pvt.
Arthur M. Georger, who had been killed on the 27th of Au-
gust during the raid on Bazoches.

The 5th of September will never be forgotten by the men
of Co. “A”. The platoons that were advancing with the in-
fantry underwent a terrific enemy barrage on the heights
between the Vesle and the Aisne. Pvt. William Seidenburg
wasg killed in action, and the following men died of wounds
received during this engagement:

Antonio Maccagno ~William Flaherty
James Moran

Twenty others in this
company were wounded,
including Lieut. Francis
ST, ‘ J. Sinnott.

During this advance
with the infantry, Co. “D”
also suffered many casu-
alties, including Pvt.
Stuart Fraser, who died
of wounds received at
Blanzy les Fismes on 7th
of September. Eighteen
others in Co. “D” were
wounded at this village.

On the 5th of Septem-
ber, Lieut. James F.
Brown of Co. “D”, and
Lieut. D. Romeo of Co.
“B” were detailed to carry
forward in motor trucks
some captured German
pontoon boats for use on
the Aisne. This was a
difficult task, as the
trucks had to pass over
shell-swept roads. The ex-
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COMPANY ‘“‘B” ARTILLERY
For the Construction of This Bridge {he Regi

pedition reached its destination—Longeval—and the boats
were successfully unloaded. Several of the boats had been
punctured by shell splinters.

On the following day (6th September, 1918) Co. “E” had‘

its worst experience of the entire war. The country north
of the Vesle was honeycombed with large caves. These
were useful as shelters for reserve troops and the different
headquarters. In many of these caves, however, the Boches
had placd traps of various kinds. It was one of the duties
of the engineers to examine all caves and remove all dan-
gerous material.

In a cave occupied by part of Co. “E”, a hidden mine ex-
ploded and killed outright Cooks August C. Keck and K.
Zejmis. Captain La Fetra of Co. “E” was ordered to clear
another large cave, which was to be used as headquarters
of the 154th Brigade. It was full of mustard gas, which is
very treacherous. In order to get rid of the gas, it was
necessary to remove all the bunks and litter that had ac-
cumulated during German occupation. This work had to
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be done without gas masks because explosive traps were
likely to be concealed in the recesses of the cave. In a few
hours, however, the work was completed, but at fearful
cost: Over seventy men of Co. “E” were gassed so severe}y
that they had to be sent to the hospital, including Captain
La Fetra and Lieutenant Booth. The following men died
later from the effects of this gas:

Sgt. 1st Class W. L. Johnson
Sgt. J. K. Lasher, Jr.

Corp. James A. Foley

Pvt. 1st Class P. B. Gregowski
Pvt. 1st Class John Sheehan
Pvt. 1st Class Leo Levy

Pvt. 1st Class A. H. Bergman
Pvt. Walter E. Runge

As an unfortunate sequel of this operation, the men of
the infantry headquarters inadvertently took back into the
cave some of the bunks that the engineers had so carefully
removed. After occupying the cave for a short time, many
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of these men were seriously affected by the fumes still cling-
ing to the gas-saturated material, and about fifty were
evacuated, including Brig.-Gen. Evan M. Johnson.

After the evacuation of Captain La Fetra and Lieutenant
Booth, Co. “E” was left without officers for a short period.
Capt. Thomas H. Ellett, who was then Adjutant of the 2nd
Battalion, was placed in command of Co. “E”, and he led
that company throughout the rest of the war.

Captain Ullrich of Co. “F”, having been transferred, 1st
Lieut. R. C. O’'Donnell of Co. “B” was assigned to the com-
mand of Co. “F”’. He remained in command until after the
Armistice.

In the meantime, Co. “A” and Co. “D” had maintained
platoons with the advanced infantry which was situated
to the south of the Aisne River. The other four engineer
companies were working on roads, and preparing for an
expected advance across the Aisne. Bridge material, both
foot and heavy, was assembled, and practice was had with
floating foot bridges. , .

Co. “B” at this time was located in Vaucére. This
village was built over several caves, and the retreating Ger-
mans had succeeded in blowing up three under the main
highway. The resulting craters made it impossible for
heavy traffic to reach the village. It was the duty of Co.
“B” to reopen ‘“‘communications” with the village. As the
roadway was on a side hill, the “cut and fill” method was
used, and in a few hours (6th of September) a one-way
route through the village was ready for use. The next
day this way was broadened so as to accommodate two ve-
hicles, so that all types of army transport could use it in
two directions. This was the Regiment’s first encounter
with road-demolitions on a large scale. Within the next
few months all companies had similar experiences, because
a favorite practice of the enemy in retreat was to blow huge
craters in the road for the purpose of hindering the ad-
vance of the Allied transport. Ordinarily the engineers
succeeded in repairing the demolished roads long before
“the transport reached the spot. It was only during the
phenomenally rapid advance from 1st of November to the
Armistice that these demolitions were a serious hindrance
to the 77th Division.

The aerial activity in this sector was great at this time,
and it seemed that the Boches had the upper-hand. No
one who witnessed them can ever forget the daily spectac-
ular feats of the German air-squadrons chasing Allied
observation ’planes and burning American and French
balloons.

When American troops reached the heights north of the
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Vesle and looked toward the south, they appreciated thor-
oughly the excellent opportunities which the elevation had
afforded the enemy during the preceding month for obser-
vation of the movements of American troops. No further
explanation was needed for the uncanny accuracy of th
Boche artillery. i

Maj. F. A. Giesting was at this time (September, 1918)
promoted to be acting Lieutenant Colonel, which rank he
shortly received. Capt. F. S. Greene, commanding officer
of the 1st Battalion, was on 8th of September transferred
to the command of the 2nd Battalion, and Capt. H. B. Per-
Lee of Co. “A” was promoted to the command of the 1st
Battalion, with the rank of Major. Major Per-Lee re-
mained in command of this battalion during the remainder
of the war.

On the 13th of September, the 77th Division was re-
lieved by the 8th Italian Division. The Regiment moved
back again to the woods near Mareuil en Dole, and spent
a few days there resting and salvaging thousands of dol-
lars worth of war material.

It was expected that the Division was now to be given
a rest. Indeed, the activities of the preceding month had
included many gruelling experiences, having been spent
mostly upon a stationary front, which had not been organ-
ized with cover. The tremendous losses of the infantry in
the exposed valley of the Vesle tell a story which need no
further elaboration.

Most of the 77th Division consider the Vesle Sector the
worst that was encountered by the Division, but during this
period of extreme danger and important missions success-
fully accomplished, the training of the troops was com-
pleted. They had been tested, and had not been found
wanting. When the banks of the Vesle were forever left
behind them, they had graduated into the ranks of the
(then) few thoroughly trained Americans divisions.
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BALLADS OF THE A. E. F.

By BrrTON BRALEY

THE ENGINEERS
(Courtesy of Colliers Weekly.)

HEN the convoy crawls on a long white road,
Straight to the blazing line,

While the drivers nod as they guide their load
On where the star shells shine,

If a ‘“two-ten” drops with a roaring crash,
The big trucks cease to roll,

And the C. O. growls as he views the smash
And swears at the ten-foot hole!

“Job for the Engineers—
Bring up the wrecking crew,
.Shovel and pick will do the trick,
Then we can go on through.”
They’re on the spot, you bet;
Soon, with a clash of gears,
We’'re on the way, for the road’s O. K.,
Fixed by the Engineers!

When the .storm troops wait at the river banks,
And each stone bridge is blown,

And the stream’s too deep for the fat old tanks,
And pontoons must be thrown

Where the water boils with the shell and shot,
It’s “Engineers, ‘toot sweet,’”

They will lose one-half of the men they’'ve got,
But build that bridge, complete.

“Job for the Engineers—
Never you mind the loss.
Fritz has a hate, but the troops can’t wait;
See that they get across.
You won’t get no rewards,
Hear any shouts or cheers,
Bring up your mob, for here’s a job—
Job for the Engineers.”

Oh, they mend the wire where it guards the front;
They dig the dugouts deep,
And to tunnel mines is their steady stunt—
Like moles that get no sleep.
They take their chance where the gas clouds lurk,
~ And I'll say it appears
That darn small glory and beaucoup work
Comes to the Engineers.

“Job for the Engineers—
Something that ‘can’t be done,’”
Nevertheless they’ll do it, yes;
That’s how they get their fun.
Armed with a kit of tools,
Careless of hopes or fears,
Big jobs or small, you simply call—
Call for the Engineers.
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CHAPTER VIII.
TO THE ARGONNE FOREST.

(

B——rij

HILE the 77th
PAQ) Division was en-
\\\§ gaged in the Vesle
W| Sector, other Al-
lied forces were
likewise advane-
ing on other fronts. From
the North Sea to Rheims,
limited offensives had
been launched with grati-
fying success. The entire
salient, extending from
Soissons through Chateau-
Thierry to Rheims had
been blotted out, largely
by the aid of American
troops; the British had
attacked in force on 8th of
August; and the French
were ‘“‘nibbling” at the
western end of the
Chemin des Dames.

On 12th of September,
the American First Army,
for the first time operat-
\ ing as an independent unit,
began an attack on the St. Mihiel salient, east of Verdun.
This salient which had been held by the Germans since 1914,
was strongly defended. As a matter of fact, the enemy had
planned in the Summer of 1918 to use it as a base for an-
other attack on Verdun if their July 15th attack on Rheims
proved successful. Notwithstanding the strength of the
position, however, the salient was wiped out after two days
fighting by the American forces ; many prisoners were taken
and much valuable material was captured. - The 77th Divi-
sion did not participate in this battle, because still engaged
north of the Vesle.

This brilliant first offensive by the Americans had been
planned for some time by the General Staff, but was exe-
cuted under peculiar difficulties. As late as 2nd of Septem-
ber, Marshal Foch had gone to Chaumont (American Gen-
eral Headquarters), and had placed before General Persh-
ing the plans for the general attack, which was to begin
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26th of September and was to extend from the North Sea
to the Meuse River. He requested General Pershing to can-
cel the arrangements for the St. Mihiel battle. Preparations
were so far advanced,
however, that it was final-
ly agreed that a change
of plan would not be ad-
visable. Marshal F och,
therefore, permitted the
attack to be made accord-
ing to schedule, with the
understanding that t h e
objectives would be limit-
ed. This accounts for the
non-exploitation of the
initial St. Mihiel success.

In accordance with
these secret orders (2nd
of September), the Ameri-
can Commander-in-Chief
had to make plans for the

A FAVORITE SPORT 1IN CO. “E” battle set for 26th of Sep-
tember—which proved to be the great final battle of the
war—before knowing the outcome of the St. Mihiel offen-
sive which was set for 12th of September. Under the cir-
cumstances, it was difficult to predetermine the number of

PORTABLE FOOT BRIDGE

This type of bridge was used by Co. “D' successfully on 25th August, 1918, to
cross the Vesle. Tt is here shown sct up in the woods for instructional and
experimental purposes.
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troops which would be available for the later battle. Con-
trary to expectation, the St. Mihiel engagement was con-
summated with comparative ease, and with relatively few
casualties, so that practically all the American divisions
that participated in the 12th of September battle, were also
available for the 26th of September.

When preparing for the great battle of the 26th of Sep-
tember, General Pershing summoned practically all the
American divisions then in France, except the 27th and the
30th, which were in Flanders with the British. It was for
this reason that the 77th Division was transferred directly
from the Vesle to the Argonne Forest, without any rest
after its strenuous activity from 10th of August to 13th of
September on the Vesle front.

On the evening of the 15th of September the Regiment
marched from the vicinity of Mareuiel-en-Dole, south
through the Forest de Nesle, Nesle, Coulonges to the woods
near Villers-Agron-Aiguizy. In these peaceful woods, far
to the rear of the fighting lines, the Regiment rested until
the evening of the 17th of September. Then, crowded into
French motor trucks, the men were transported, during the
cold, rainy night of 17th-18th of September through Eper-
nay, and Chalons-sur-Marne to Verriéres, a few kilometers
south of historic St. Menehould. Verriéres was reached
during the day of the 18th of September. This quiet little
village of wooden shacks was located on the western edge
of the Forét d’Argonne many miles south of the battle
line. The Regiment still labored under the delusion that
there was to be a rest, so orders were sent forth for a gen-
eral “clean-up” and drill, the latter consisting of practice
reconnaissance in the woods.

The Forest of the Argonne, where so much of the history
of the American Army in France was enacted, is a narrow
forest running from Grandpré on the north, about fifty kilo-
meters, nearly due south to.Villers-en-Argonne. The front
line for four years had
roughly bisected this for-
est, running nearly d u e
east and west, just south
of Varennes and Binarville.
Where it was held by the
Germans, the forest was
nowhere more than four or
five miles wide. The Aire
River bounded the forest
on the east, and the Aisne
on the west. Hills ran the
length of the forest Dbe-
A CRATER IN THE ARGONNE tween these two rivers, a
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NO MAN'S
LAND IN
THE ARGONNE

OBSTACLES IN
NO MAN’S
LAND

main ridge running through the centre from north to south,
with numerous ravines on either side emptying into the
river valleys.

From 1914 to 1918, both French and Germans had
strongly fortified the naturally difficult terrain. Mine war-
fare had flourished in this region as late as 1916, but in
September, 1918, the area was considered “quiet”, and
troops were sent there for their “rest” periods.

In the plans for the great battle about to begin, the Amer-
ican Army had been assigned to the front from the Meuse
River, west to and including the Argonne Forest—a front
of about twenty miles. The forest itself was to be attacked
by the 77th Division and the left brigade of the 28th Divi-
sion (Pennsylvania National Guard). Thus it came about
that the 77th Division was to form the left flank of the
entire American Army. To the west came the French divi-
sions.

In order completely to surprise the enemy, great care was
taken to conceal the arrival of the Americans behind the
lines which were then held by the French. Movements were
made at night only, even when taking place far to the rear.
The 302nd Engineers marched into the front line sector on
the night of the 20th of September, and during the following
day relieved the French engineer troops. This relief con-
sisted in taking over the various mines which the French
had long before prepared against the possibility of a retire-
ment. In several places the main north and south road from
Les Islettes had been heavily mined by the French. Engi-
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neer details were placed in charge of each of these works
with instructions to fire the mines in case of retirement,
which fortunately never took place. On the contrary, the
Boche engineers, during the ensuing six weeks, had to fire
innumerable road mines to impede the Allied advance.

When the Regiment assumed its new duties, all seemed
at peace in the beautiful forest. The weather was still
good ; scarcely a shot was heard. The war seemed far away.
From the 20th to the 26th of September, little or no work
was done by day. Even important reconnaissances were
not made for fear that the Germans might discover that the
Americans had arrived in force, and would then suspect
that an attack was to be made. In order to insure the de-
ception of the enemy, a thin fringe of French infantry out-
posts were left to repulse enemy raids.

During the night, however, all was activity for the engi-
neers. Parties of officers scouted the front lines to become
familiar with the ground. Stores and tools were carried
forward, mostly by hand.

One very important mission that was accomplished by
the Regiment prior to the big attack was the cutting of the
wire in front of the Allied trenches. Picked details from
the different companies worked during two nights cutting
these lanes, so that the infantry would not be impeded at
the beginning of the advance. This was hazardous work,
but because of the general quietness of the sector, it was
successfully completed without casualties.
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CO. ““B” REPAIR OF LE FOUR DE PARIS ROAD AT THE BIG CRATER,
26TH SEPTEMBER, 1918

The following report of Major Per-Lee, dated 24th of
September, describes vividly the front and the engineer
activities just before the beginning of the battle of 26th
of September:

Headquarters, 302nd Engineers,
American EF, Sept. 24, 1918.

From: The Commanding Officer, 1st Bn. 302nd Engrs.
To: The Commanding Officer, 302nd Engineers.
Subject: Reconnaissance of the RAVINE des COURTE CHAUSSE.

1. In company with Captains Howry, Harder and Lieutenant
Macqueron and thirty-two men from the 1st Bn. we explored this
ravine from a point not quite up to PIERRE CROISEE at co-ordinates
00.7-268.98. .

2. The ROUTE MARCHAND is of no use excepting for men on
foot or very light vehicles and then only up as far as 99.4-268.7;
the lower end of ROUTE MARCHAND is nothing but a pair of tracks
deep in the mud dwindling to a goat trail at the eastern or upper end
of the ravine.

3. Acting under your instructions we laid out eight wire cutting
parties of four men each under the direction of two sergeants—now
acting lieutenants. Captain Howry took the left half of the 153rd
Brigade Sector with wire-cutting parties numbers 1, 2,3, and 4, the
centres of which are approximately at the following points: 1: 297.4-
268.8; 2; 297.7-268.85; 3; 297.95-268.85; 4; 298.4-268.8. These paths cut
through the French wire range in general from MARCHAND ROAD
up to and in some cases beyond line of the French outpost pickets or
extreme outpost line.

4. Captain Harder took the right of the 153rd Brigade Sector with
wire-cutting details 5, 6, 7, and 8, located as follows: 5; 298.8-268.8;
6; 299.5-268.75; T; 299.75-268.8; 8; 300.15-268.9.

5. With the exception of 5, these cuttings were made directly up
over the hill through the French wire at the points described to ap-
proximately the extreme outpost or picket line.
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6. No. 5 runs from RAVINE SEC to the crest of the hill between
PPs 34 and 35.

7. While we made these cuttings as ordered it was apparent that
very large numbers of troops could be taken up to the extreme out-
post lines and the numerous spur trenches with which they are sur-
rounded, and that the wire-cutting could be taken up from the outpost
lines across No Man’s Land, to the German trenches without hindering
the bringing up of men.

8. The RAVINE COURTE CHAUSSE and the RAVINE SEC, which
is the small ravine running northwest from MARCHAND TUNNEL,
lend themselves very favorably to the bringing in and dispersing of
troops throughout the 153rd Brigade Sector with practically little or
no possible observation from the Germans.

9. In my opinion, if French guides were assigned to the various
units concerned, platoons, companies, and regiments could, with littla
difficulty, be dispersed on the French outpost lines even on a very dark
night and if there was a little moon, very easily.

10. The thirty-two men of the 1st Bn. Engineers now assigned to
the wire-cutting details could, in a manner, help, as guides, but as their
experience in the place has been of a few hours ‘duration, too much
should not be asked of them. There are several routes of bringing troops
across and into the RAVINE DES COURTE CHAUSSE, the best one
seems to be the boyau COLONIAU which runs from the RAVINE
GOURAUD—south entrance at point 298.95-267.9—, its northern termi-
nal point is on the crest of the hill at the outpost lines. It crosses the
ROUTE MARCHAND at 299.02-268.6. It is a very deep, fine, trench,
almost completely duckboarded throughout, and troops can file through
it very rapidly, as a path leads from this trench on the bottom of the
RAVINE COURTE CHAUSSE which leads almost directly to the
MARCHAND TUNNEL 400° west. The MARCHAND TUNNEL ig
very close to the centre of the Brigade Sector, from this point; well
protected and concealed; troops can be dispersed either east or west
or north.

11, There are two other boyaus: BLAINVILLE and MARCHAND,
but I am not familiar with them. Also troops can be brought into the
RAVINE DES COURTE CHAUSSE from the la CHALADE and FOUR
de PARIS ROAD. However, this road is enfiladed from the German
positions and after the ROUTE MARCHAND branches off from it,
it is as above described, very muddy and in very poor condition. I
vigited three extreme outpost positions: 84, 35, 36, which are almost
directly north of the MARCHAND TUNNEL. I found the routes up
to the positions all entrenched in good condition, splendidly concealed
by high grass on both banks. However, the positions themselves do
not give a very extensive view—perhaps fifty yards and in some cases
possibly one hundred can be seen in advance of these positions. I
was told that PP 34 was in sight from the German positions so I
climbed over the top and walked a few feet forward where I was
blocked by a chaos of trench, chevaux de frise, and the most amazing
barricades of wire that I ever have seen.

12. The trenches seem to lead entirely across the crest of the hill
and where the French could not make further use of them they blocked
them with heavy wooden doors and filled the trenches forward with
chevaux de frise and loose barb wire.

13. None of our men were fired upon nor as far as we could de-
termine was our presence known to the enemy. I am supported in
my opinion that the place to start the wire cutting is from the extreme
outpost line, by the concurring opinions of Captains Harder and
Howry, and Lieutenant Macqueron of the French Army.

H. B. PER-LEE,
Major, Engineers U. S. A. Comdg. 1st. Bn.
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CO., “D’’ USING BOCHE DUGOUTS IN THE ARGONNE

As the time drew near for the attack, the Regiment re-
ceived its orders, which were briefly:

1. To have platoons with the advancing infantry, and
2. To build roads across No Man’s Land.

The details of these orders are shown in the following
“Annex No. 1, Field Order No. 43”. From a casual reading
of this order it is obvious that the equipment which each
man was required to carry was exceptionally heavy. In-
deed, it is doubtful if treops advancing into battle were ever
before in the world’s history, handicapped with such a
burden. Had it not been for their light-heartedness they
could never have staggered forward at all. As matter of
fact, before the advance actually began, the men managed
to rid themselves of much of this material.

ANNEX NO. 1
To Accompany Field Order No. 43

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS AND ATTACHED
PIONEER TROOPS.

1. MISSION—(a) To provide routes of advance for the Infantry
and Artillery. (b) To furnish Engineer material for all troops at the
most advanced points and at the earliest possible moment after
hour. (¢) To de-gas and rid of traps all caves and dugouts. (d) To
destroy or nullify and mark all enemy mines.

‘2. (a) The 1st Battalion, 302nd Engineers, plus 1 battalion, 53rd
Pioneers (less 115 companies) under command Major H. B. Per-Lee.
302nd Engineers, will advance in the zone of the right brigade and will
be responsible for Engineer operations in this zone. .

: (b) The 2nd Battalion 302nd Engineers and 1% companies 53rd
Pioneer Infantry under command of Capt. F. S. Greene, 302nd Engi-
neers, will advance in the zone of the left brigade and will be responsi-
ble_for engineer operations in this zone. Three Platoons will be
assigned to accompany each front line battalion under the order of
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the battalion commander. It will be the duty of these platoons to
open up four (4) routes over the trenches and wire of our own
defenses and those of the enemy, for each of the 4 Infantry regiments.
The remainder of the Engineers, assisted by the Pioneer Infantry, will
provide two (2) routes for the Artillery in each brigade zone, working
in close liaison with Artillery regimental commanders.

3. ADVANCE DUMPS, ETC.—Advance dumps will be established
at la CHALADE (7.8-6.7) for the HEast Zone, and at 5.3-8.9 for the
West Zone. The Regimental Supply Officer will procure the necessary
materials, which will be moved to these localities by the Regimental
Transport Officer, using HEngineer Train and Regimental Transport.
Battalion commanders will keep Infantry and Artillery commanders
informed of the tools and materials in these dumps available for use.

4. EQUIPMENT TO BE CARRIED—Each enlisted man will carry
rifle and bayonet and 50 rounds of ammunition, or pistol and ammuni-
tion; canteen filled with water, tea, or coffee, three days’ rations. Each
squad of the advance element will carry:

8§ Wire cutters 2 Lbs. nails
4 Pair pliers 1 10-ft. length of foot bridge com-
8 Sandbags plete
2 Short-handled shovels : 1 30-ft. section wire crossing net
2 Small lashings made up complete
1 Axe : 3 Gas grenades
2 15-ft. sections long charge com- 4 Pairs of wire gloves
plete 2 Searchlights
5. Each squad of the rear elements will carry:
1 Pair pliers 1 Crow-bar
h Lbs. nails 2 Small lashings
1 Pick 15 ft. of 1-in. rope with eye at
2 Axes each end
4 Short-handled shovels 2 15-ft. sections long charge
& Sandbags complete
2 Wire cutters
Each platoon will carry:
2 Two-handle crosscut saws short truck as near to the front as
1 Complete 19-ft. Artillery Bridge possible without delaying op-
with centre trestle erations, from which point it
(This bridge will be taken up on will be carried by the platoon.)

Three motor trucks on each of the four artillery roads will be taken
forward as close in rear of the advance Infantry as possible and along
with our rear elements. These trucks will be taken as far forward

CO, “B’ AT WORK ON LE FOUR DE PARIS ROAD
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as possible without blocking the Artillery at point where limbers and
guns can be taken over but trucks cannot. They will there be moved
clear of the road, thus forming a more advanced mobile dump of
Engineer materials. .

6. Motor trucks will be loaded as follows:

TRUCK A:
1 Artillery bridge 20-ft. length, 4 Crosscut saws, 2-man, short
complete 2 Saws, hand
100 F't. rope, 1-in. in diameter 2 Hammers, 8 1bs. striking
10 Shovels 1 Keg nails 404
10 Picks 1 Keg spikes 6-in.
10 Axes 40 Extra handles, hammer
TRUCK B:
10 Long charges 15-ft. length, 1 Hand pile-driver, 3-man
25 Round pine poles (4 to 6 in.) 50 Shovels
20 Pieces 3-in. lumber 25 Picks
100 Ft. of 1 in. rope 10 Axes
1 Small coil smooth wire 50 Wire cutters
30 Small lashings 10 Pliers
10 Heavy hammers 1 Keg nails
10 Light hammers 1 Keg spikes
6 Mauls
TRUCK C:

20 Pieces 3-in. timber
1 Barrel chloride of lime

25 Round pine poles

2 Wheel-barrows
1000 Sandbags

7. Limber tool wagons will be taken as far forward before H hour
as possible, on each Artillery road, and will be moved clear of the road.
One limber tool wagon will follow on each road immediately after the
trucks. Remaining limber tool wagons will follow immediately after
the Artillery across No Man’s Land.

The Regimental G. S. limber wagons, loaded with men’s packs,
rations, forage, and cooking utensils, will follow tool wagons.

Remainder of Regimente’u Transport and horse-drawn section of
Engineer Train will await orders at billets, ready to move.

8. Battalion Commanders will make arrangements toc mark all
drinking water points and all water points for watering horses on the
advance. A supply of signs will be furnished Battalion Commanders
for this purpose by this office. ,

9. The Headquarters Company will move the lighting plant for-
ward with each advance of the Division P. C., which will be kept
lighted at all times.

10. The Lieutenant-Colonel, Captain Topographer, Regimental Ad-
jutant, Sergeant-Major, two stenographers, and liaison group, will
accompany the Regimental Commander to each succeeding P. C. The
reproduction and drafting sections and the remainder of the Head-
quarters Company, under command of the Regimental Supply Officers
will continue in its present location until further orders.

11. The Camouflage Officer will proceed forward with the Regi-
mental Commander and will have his P. C. with Regimental Headquar-
ters. He will maintain liaison with Artillery units and will arrange
to have ample camouflage materials in the advanced Divisional En-
gineer dumps, available for use.

12. LIAISON—Advance elements will report to Battalion Com-
manders once each hour, conditions and location, reciting any special
features. Battalion Commanders will similarly report to the Regi-
mental Commander each two hours, forwarding reports of advance
elements. Regimental Headquarters at H hour and until further
orders will be at the Division P. C.
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CO. “D” HIGHWAY BRIDGE ON THE BINARVILLE ROAD

It was known that the space between the lines was lit-
erally covered with jungles of barbed wire. Entire reliance
was not placed on the cutting of this wire prior to the
“jump off”. Explosive charges, called “pipe torpedoes”,
were, therefore, prepared. To Co. “A” was assigned the
task o_f making these torpedoes, under the supervision of
Captain Howry and Master Engineer Fitzgerald. The tor-
pedoes consisted of two-inch pipe filled with TNT. When
one of these was exploded in a belt of wire, the wire abso-
lutely vanished and with it, the pickets and everything else
that was near at hand, leaving a wide path through the
tangle. The great difficulty was to transport these dainty
weapons in safety and to explode them where needed.

In addition to the torpedoes, the men of the Headquar-

. ters Company prepared some nets made of chicken-wire,

which were designed to be thrown across the barbed wire
belts, over which it was then possible to scramble without
great difficulty. Again the main problem was to transport
these bulky nets to the sections where they were most
needed. History does not record that either the torpedoes
or the nets were used to any great extent.

Behind the lines all was strenuous activity and hurried
preparation. The concentration of artillery had never been
equalled. No sooner was the Divisional Artillery in posi-
tion, than up came the Corps and Army Artillery, with
some attached French battalions. No pity was to be shown
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to “Jerry”’—he had a right to dread what was in store for
him!

To the wise, the word was passed around that this was
to be the heaviest assault ever undertaken by the Allied
forces. At last the date, and then the time, of the “H” hour
were announced. Over the top at 5:30 ‘A. M., 26th of Sep-
tember! Hours before that time, the French Artillery to
the left began to boom thunderously. Then the American
guns took up the bombardment. There was scarcely any
return fire from the enemy. A very heavy fog covered the
ground. Although, on the whole, this was a great advan-
tage to the attackers, it increased the difficulty of orienta-
tion in the forest, and was a source of great annoyance to
the: men.

Except for the inevitable difficulties of advancing through
the tangled mass of wire, the labyrinth of trenches, and
other natural obstacles, there was little opposition to the
attack. Everywhere the enemy trenches were deserted.
The American Infantry never made an attack against less
enemy resistence. If the Germans had stood their ground
in the strong fortifications of the forest, the advance through
the Argonne would have cost the 77th Division a much
greater loss of life than it actually sustained. As matter
of fact, the Boches hastily fled at each point of attack,
and it was not until reserves were brought up that a stand
was finally made. By that time, the fortified trenches had
been captured, and the advantage of position had been lost.
Before the end of the first day’s battle, the enemy retained
only the natural advantage of being on the defensive.

Thus it was, that by early afternoon of the 26th, the
Divisional objective was reached; the enemy had been

ANOTHER VIEW OF THE CO. ‘‘D” BRIDGE
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routed out of his carefully
prepared fortifications
into the open woods. The
first step of clearing the
forest had been accomp-
lished with few casual-
ties.

The Engineers were
also active during these
momentous hours. Co.’s
“A)’, ‘KC’,, “E”, and ‘lF’)
advanced with the attack-
ing infantry, explored
dugouts, mark ed trails,
and in general made
themselves useful when-
ever there was engineer-
ing work to be done dur-
ing the advance.

The road work to be
done had been assigned to
Co. “B” and Co. “D”. It
was planned to have two
artillery routes in each
brigade sector. In the
eastern sector, the map
showed a secondary road leading from the demolished
village of Le Four de Paris diagonally across the forest to
Varennes, which was behind the German lines. This road
was to be repaired by Co. “B”. In the sector allotted to Co.
“D” was the Vienne le Chateau-Binarville Road. These two
roads were the only available routes in front of the whole
Division, and the latter road at its northern end was outside
of the divisional boundaries. Because of the rugged nature
of the ground, it was not possible to construct new roads in
time to be of use. The map also showed an unimproved
earth road in the eastern sector called the Haute Chevau-
chée, which wound its way northward along the heights of
the forest. The task of making this road passable was also
assigned to Co. “B”.

To open up these three artillery roads across No Man’s
Land was no mean task for two companies of engineers.
Luckily, at the last minute before the attack, three com-
panies of the 53rd Pioneers were attached to the Regiment
to assist in this work.

Aided by several hundred negro troops of the 317th Engi-
neer Regiment, who also arrived at this critical time as if by
magic, the road-building operations of Co. “B” proceeded
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much more rapidly than had been anticipated. The Four
de Paris Road was opened for traffic by 7:00 P. M., 26th of
September, long before it could be used. On this road alone,
where it passed through No Man’s Land, were the following
obstructions: Fifteen distinct wire entanglements, 7 deep
trenches, 4 barricades, 1 mine crater 125 feet in diameter
and 30 feet deep; 1 other large crater, and many shell holes
and small unexploded road traps, as well as 1 concrete “pill
box”.

The work on the Four de Paris Road was accomplished
by the 1st and 4th Platoons of Co. “B”, under the supervi-
sion of Lieutenant Weston and Sergeant 1st Class Jorgen-
sen, aided by three platoons of the 53rd Pioneers and sev-
eral companies of the 317 (colored) Engineers. One of the
latter companies was commanded by Lieut. T. G. Townsend,
ex-Co. “A”. This road was of vital importance during
the Battle of the Argonne, as it was the only stone road
leading into the forest from the southern end. Traffic from
several divisions continually used it.

During the heavy bombardment extending over four
years, the Haute Chevauchée Road had been literally blasted
from the face of the earth. It was not even possible to trace
this road, so complete had been its destruction. A new road
had to be traced connecting the north and south ends.
With the material then available it was possible only to
make a soft road by filling in the old trenches and shell
holes with earth. By noon of 27th of September this road
was ready for light animal-drawn traffic. It was never in
condition to be used for heavier traffic. Had it been possible
to plank this road, it would have served as an excellent one-
vs}zlay route for the traffic of two divisions—the 77th and
the 28th.

A GROUP OF CO. “E’ MEN
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The work on the Haute Chevauchée Road was done by
the 2nd and 3rd Platoons of Co. “B”, under command of
Lieutenant Romeo, assisted by three platoons of the 53rd
Pioneers. Troops from the 28th Division, and a number
of colored corps troops also worked on this road.

In the meantime, Co. “D”, under command of Captain
Simmons, were engaged on the very difficult and dangerous
migsion of repairing the Vienne le Chateau-Binarville Road.
During’ the afternoon the 26th of September, a reconnais-
sance was made by Major Giesting and Captain Simmons.
From the old French line across No Man’s Land, the road-
bed had been practically wiped out by shell fire and trenches.
During the reconnaissance it was observed, however, that
the road continued back of the German lines, and was there
in good condition. Actual work began on this road on the
27th of September. The usual obstacles were encountered:
quantities of wire entanglements, shell holes, trenches,
mud, ete.

On the 28th this road had been repaired up to the German
support trenches, where a narrow-gauge railroad had been
operated by the enemy. At this point, under the direct
supervision of Lieut. J. F. Brown, a 30-foot bridge was
built. The erection of this bridge was carried on under
machine gun and artillery fire. Throughout all these opera-
tions the men were almost constantly under direct enemy
observation, especially the carrying parties who packed
the heavy bridge timbers on their shoulders down the road
in full view of the Boches, for about a kilometer. This
bridge was completed on the 29th, and the next day was
strengthened so as to carry heavy traffic.

As the advance progressed, Co. “D” continued work on
this road, and on 1st of October erected a bridge over a tank
trap south of Binarville. The French, as well as the Ameri-
can divisions used this road.

The great final battle of the War had commenced. Every-
where, from the North Sea to the Meuse, the Allies were

_attacking. The American Army was the right flank of the

Allied forces. Much depended upon its strength and suc-
cess, for its task was to smash the “hinge” of the German
defence. Its ultimate object was to break the four-track
railway running from Meziéres to Sedan. This railway
was about forty miles north of the “jump off” on the 26th
of September. It was a most important route for supplies
as it connected the German armies in the east with those
in Flanders. If this line were broken, the enemy would be
compelled to retire from Northern France and part of
Belgium. j
Everyone realized that this was no easy task, and no
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one anticipated, on that foggy morning of late September,
that it would be accomplished so quickly. It may be inter-
esting to recall here that in the advances that were to take
place, the 77th Division gained more ground than any other
American division. Every foot of the territory from le
Four de Paris to the Meuse at Remilly was conquered by
the 77th Division. It therefore seems probable that the
302nd Engineers accomplished more in the way of road-
repair, bridge-building (both foot and artillery), construc-
tion and repair of light railways, and encountered more
road demolitions than any other American regiment. How-
ever that may prove to be, the fact remains that the Regi-
ment was constantly at the front, often with detachments
in advance of the Infantry, and always at its work of IM-
PROVING COMMUNICATIONS—the primary function of
ioneer engineer troops.
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CHAPTER IX.
FIRST PHASE OF THE BATTLE

OR the 77th
Division

302nd En-
gineers,
the first
phase of
the Argonne-Meuse
Battle lasted from
the 26th of Septem-
ber to the 10th of
October. During
this time the line
moved forward
from the “jump off”
at le Four de Paris
and La Harazee to
the Aire River, in
front of Marcq.
Many noteworthy
incidents took place
during these t w o
weeks of battle.

On the first day
of the attack, the
2nd Platoon: of Co.
“F”, under Lieu-
tenant  O’Donnell,
became lost in the
old German posi-
tions of the forest
and got ahead of
the Infantry in the
vicinity of the bat-
tlefield of Bagatelle.
This detachment en-

- countered a party
of German machine gun snipers, whom they promptly en-
gaged with the resulting capture of seven of the enemy.
It was in this action that Pvt. Bergen R. Seaman, Co. “F”,
and Pvt. Louis Doerr were killed. :

Divisional citations were awarded the following for their
share in the affair:
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IMPROVING THE GRADE; LIGHT RAILWAY WORK

Lieutenant O’Donnell, Sergeant 1st Class Solomon, Corp-
orals De Biase, Boniak and Giordano and Privates Doerr,
Koch and Bieringer. ,

On the 28th, Captain Harder of Co. “C” and his acting
lieutenant, Sergeant Cavalieri, were both wounded while
Co. “C” was preparing to advance with the infantry, just
south of the Carriere des Meurissons. Lieut. Frederick
Weston of Co. “B” was assigned to the command of Co. “C”
and served with that company during the remainder of the
campaign.

The battle line of the Division advanced slowly until the
1st of October From the 1st to the 9th there was practi-
cally no movement. It was during this period that Major
Whittlesey of the 308th Infantry became detached from his
brigade with several hundred men, was surrounded by the
Boches, refused to surrender, and fought off all attacks
until relieved by our advancing infantry en the evening
of the Tth.

Meanwhile, the Engineers were busy repairing the very
poor roads of the forest, and rebuilding the narrow-gauge

‘railroads that had been abandoned by the Germans. The

area in the rear of the 154th Brigade did not at. this time
contain a single road on which to bring up supplies or evac-
uate the wounded. The 2nd Battalion of the 302nd Engi-
neers was operating in this area, and orders were given
that the French narrow-gauge railroad near La Harazee be
connected up with the German narrow-gauge system in
the forest. This work was carried on with such energy
and spirit that by the 2nd of October, the advance infantry
was supplied with food and ammunition, and the wounded
were evacuated over this hastily organized railway. The
grades were so steep and the roadbed so rough that it was
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WHERE THE RAILWAY CROSSED THHE CHARMES VALLEY; BRIDGE BUILT
BY CO. “F*”

impossible to use locomotives (and none were available),
so the traction was supplied by the U. S. Army _n_lule, all
animals that could possibly be spared being mobilized for
this work. This railway was of the utmost use to the 154th
Brigade, because without it the supplies could_only have
been sent forward by hand and the evacuation of the
wounded would have been delayed many hours..

In describing the advance of the 77th Division, Gen_eral
Alexander wrote as follows in regard to this railway line:

“It will be observed that the circulation in the forest itself was
recognized beforehand as being most uncertain, and no provision could
be made therefor. * * *#* Tor the left flank (154th Brigade), it was
found that the proposed route via BINARVILLE was entirely imprac-
ticable, and in anticipation of such a development, preparation was
made to utilize the Boche rail-
way system in the forest, which
information from maps and
otrerwise, indicated to be most
complete and far-reaching.

“This scheme was carried
out by the divisional engi-
neers. A connecting link be-
tween the French system at
LA HARAZEE and the Boche
system at the head of the
FONTAINE aux CHARMES
was constructed so rapidly that
by the third or fourth day of
the operation that route was
used for all supply and evacua-
tion on the left of the division-
al sector. No locomotives were
A GERMAN GENERAL'S DUGOUT IN available, but a few Boche

THE ARGONNE freight cars were picked up
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from day to day and these were utilized, being drawn by animals on
the railway referred to. I will say here that had it not been for this
connecting link and the consequent supply of the troops thereby, a
continued advance in the forest—on the left at least—would have been
found entirely impracticable. Our difficulties in the way of transpor-
tation, at least as concerned rolling stock, was greatly alleviated by
the capture of the DEPOT des MACHINES on the 28th of September.
At this point, some sixty freight cars in serviceable condition were
found and at once put to work. REffort was made to secure locomo-
tives, but for some reason unknown to me, it was impracticable to
secure them until the operation reached such a point that the urgent
necessity for them had in great part passed. The first call for these
locomotives was made by me on the 26th of September, as a result of
the developments on my left flank.

“As a matter of interest, I may add here that during the time the
Boche railway system and connecting link were operated by animals
of the 77th Division, eight hundred and fifty tons of supplies of all
kinds were carried into the forest by that route and about five hundred
sick and wounded evacuated thereby. The railroad was used in this
manner until the tranverse road, BINARVILLE-la VIERGETTE, fell
into our control on the Tth of October.”

The 1st Battalion was at this time busily engaged in
keeping the vitally important le Four de Paris Road in con-
dition for heavy traffic and in repairing the German narrow-
gauge railroads in its area. This system was connected
with the 2nd Battalion south of Bagatelle, but because of
the lack of locomotives it was not used by the Americans
until later.

In the area occupied by both battalions were several old
German material depots or “dumps”. The Depot des Ma-
chines and the depot discovered by Co. “A” each contained
millions of dollars worth of material. Every conceivable
article needed by military engineers was included in these
dumps, and they were of utmost value to the American

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GIESTING “IN A HOLE"
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Army in the advances that took place from that time on.
The very poor condition of the rearward roads, which had
deteriorated very rapidly as the corps and army troops had
followed the divisional troops, made it nearly impossible to
bring up vitally necessary engineer supplies. These well
supplied German “dumps” were, therefore, a God-send to
the engineers. From this time until the Armistice, the
Regiment relied almost exclusively on the material aban-
doned by the enemy. And curiously enough he never failed
us. Time after time “dumps” were discovered that could
easily have been destroyed by burning or demolition. No
more convincing testimony was needed to show that the
Germans “stood not upon the order of their going.”

It was noticeable that the enemy engineers made very
few demolitions of any kind in the forest itself. Hardly a
road blowout was attempted except at la Besogne. Even
the railroads were injured only by shell fire. It seemed
strange at the time, but was explained later by the very
extensive demolitions north of the Aire which were en-
countered between the 1st of November and the Armistice.
All the enemy engineers had doubtless been withdrawn for
this work, while his infantry was fighting the Americans
south of the Aire.

Few details need be ST
given of the engineer ac- '
tivities in the forest. Life
was a series of hard-
worked days, cold, wet
nights, and scant food. It
required constant work to
keep the roads open at all,
and the platoons with the
infantry underwent all the
dangers of the front line,
making themselves useful
as pathfinders and -ecar-
riers a n d occasionally
formed the actual battle
line, as did Co. “D” on the
27th of September.

One incident of note was
a personal and hazardous
reconnaissance made by
Lieutenant-Colonel Giest-
ing during this period.
Accompanied by two men
from Co. “B”, he ad-
vanced along the Haute

)
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Chevauchée (or as the Boche called it the Nord-Sud Strasse)
for over one-half mile in front of the American outposts,
thus gathering valuable information as to the condition of
this road long before the troops advanced.

As has already been suggested, everything in the Engi-
neer’s life seemed to lead to bridges. So it was, that on the
10th of October the advance of the 77th Division brought
it south of the Aire River between Grandpre and Chevieres.
The dreary monotony of the road work in the Argor}ne
Forest was instantly changed for the far more interesting
and dangerous work of bridging the Aire. The river was
somewhat wider than the Vesle, but it was fordable in
places. These fords it was the duty of the Engineers to
find.

On the afternoon of the 10th, Captain Howry of Co. “A”,
accompanied by Lieutenant Weston of Co. “C” and Lieu-
tenant Macqueron of the French Army, set out on a personal
reconnoissance of the Aire where it passed through the
village of Chevieres. This deserted village was located on
the southern bank of the river and the American outposts
were situated half a kilometer south of it. This party
operated in broad day-
licht between the lines.

‘\\\“\““" i The north bank was held
. ' by enemy snipers who
made the reconnalssance
very difficult. The infor-
mation required was, nev-

ertheless, speedily ob-
tained and all the officers
returned unharmed.

In spite ‘of the deter-
mined efforts of Cos. “B”,
“C!” (‘E!?, and ‘(F” from
the 10th to the 14th of
October, all attempts
made to bridge the Aire
failed because of the
strength of the enemy de-
fence. On the night of
the 11th of October, Cap-
tain Howry of Co. “A”,
accompanied by a detach-
ment from that company,
set out to find fords across
the river. Before return-
ing this party located six
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fords less than waist deep between Chevieres and St. Juvin.
These fords were marked by stretching wire across the
river. This most creditable piece of work was carried on
in front of our infantry outposts, and had to be done in
absolute silence as the north bank was infested with enemy
outposts.

During the evening of the 13th, the 153rd Brigade re-
ceived orders to manoeuvre to the east, thus relieving part
of the 82nd Division, and to attack St. Juvin (north of the
Aire) on the morning of the 14th. This difficult movement
was accomplished during a wet, cold night. Details from
Co. “A”, under command of Captain Howry, advanced to
the river during this night and repaired three partially
demolished Boche foot bridges. Men from Co. “A” were
then sent to the infantry to act as guides to these bridges

and to the fords which had been wired on the night of
the 11th.

On the morning of the 14th, the 306th Infantry attacked
St. Juvin and after an all day battle took the village with
several hundred prisoners. During the afternoon of the
14th, two platoons of Co. “B” built one foot bridge in the
rear of the infantry near Martincourt Farm. This bridge
was used almost immediately by the advancing infantry,
but not by the troops of the 306th Infantry who so gal-
lantly captured St. Juvin.

Starting at 8:00 P. M., 14th of October, Captain Howry
with details from all companies of the 1st Battalion af-
tempted to build an artillery bridge across the Aire between
Marcq and St. Juvin. Material for this bridge was carried
to the bridge site by hand for a distance of about one-half
kilometer from a large engineer dump which had been dis-
covered by Lieutenant Glenn of Co. “B” while on a recon-
naissance on the morning of the 13th. Heavy bombard-
ment prevented the completion of this bridge. About
twenty men were wounded during this operation.

On the morning of the 15th, Captain Crawford with fresh
details from the companies of the 1st Battalion, took over
this artillery bridge work. The site was changed by Major
Per-Lee to a demolished German pile bridge near St. Juvin.
Work on rebuilding this bridge continued for eight hours
under heavy shell fire including much gas. The bridge was
completed at 4:00 P. M. on the 15th of October.

During the night of the 15th, Captain Howry with men
from the companies of the 1st Battalion practically finished
another artillery bridge at the site originally chosen. Be-
fore morning, however, the 77th Division was relieved by
the 78th Division; so this latter bridge was completed by
details from the 303rd Engineers.
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During the day of the 15th, Lieutenant Walsh with a
platoon from Co. “F” proceeded toward Chevieres to con-
struct a footbridge. There had been no advance by the
left brigade; so Chevieres was still in front of the Ameri-
can outposts. Leaving his platoon in a sheltered position
a kilometer south of the Aire, Lieutenant Walsh accom-
panied by Sergt. William Thomas of Co. “D”, made a day-
light reconnaissance of the river. In so doing both were
killed. The Distinguished Service Cross (posthumous) was
awarded to Lieutenant Walsh and Sergeant Thomas.

The 77th Division having been relieved, the 302nd Engi-
neers retired into the heart of the Argonne Forest, expect-
ing a well-earned rest with a clean-up, new equipment and
clothing. That was the program, but the Regiment had no
sooner settled itself in the comfortable Boche dugouts in
the vicinity of the Abri du Crochet, than orders were re-
ceived that called half the Regiment to the front again.
The Corps Commander had decided to build a position of
security about three kilometers behind the front line. The
divisional (303rd) engineers were too much occupied by
their own front line work to do this, with the result that
the resting 302nd Engineers were again ordered forward.
Co. “B” and two platoons of Co. “A” took over the right
half of this work, which extended from the Cote de Maldah
to the heights behind Marcq. A detachment consisting of
one-half of each company in the 2nd Battalion took the
other half of the sector from the left of the 1st Battalion to
the Bois de Negremont. This work consisted in trench. dig-
ging performed by the reserve infantry under engineer
supervision, and in wiring. The latter was done by the
engineers; in all, several miles of trenches and wire were
constructed, this work lasting until nearly the 1st of
November. ' R

On the 12th of October the Regiment lost its original
commander, Col. C. O. Sherrill, who was made Chief of Staff
of the 77th Division, which post he held until the Armistice.
No one who has ever come in touch with Colonel Sherrill
will fail to realize the immense influence he had upon the
Regiment. It was his energy and genius which made the
302nd Engineers the fine organization it was, and to him
every officer and man owes a debt of gratitude.

Lieut.-Col. Frank A. Giesting, who had been with the
Regiment from the time of its organization, succeeded Col-
onel Sherrill, and he remained in command until demobili-
zation. In November he was promoted to be colonel and, so
far as is known, was the only Engineer Reserve Corps of-
ficer with a combat division to attain that rank.
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CHAPTER X.
SECOND PHASE OF THE ARGONNE BATTLE.

ROM the middle of October until the 1st of

November, the American battle line ad-
vanced very little. This was due, not to
the inability to go forward, but to the very
great difficulty of bringing up supplies.
For a distance of many miles in the rear
of the front, the heavy traffic and the rainy
weather had wrought havoec with the roads.
The railroads had not been brought forward so far as had
been anticipated. A renewal of the attack was planned,
however, and the usual artillery preparations were made.
Large numbers of guns were brought forward and great
supplies of ammunition were accumulated. The 77th Divi-
sion relieved the 78th Division toward the end of October,
taking over the same line that it had held earlier in the
month.

American troops held the line at all points north of the
Aire, so that bridging work could be carried on in com-
parative safety. For the expected attack, preparations were
made similar to those pre-
ceding the drive of 26th
of September. The front
to be attacked by the 77th
Division, however, was
much narrower and was
covered by the 153rd Bri-
gade alone. This meant
that the 1st Battalion of
the Engineers was to be
in the attack. Co. “A”
and Co. “B” each supplied
one platoon to accompany
the first line infantry.
The remainder of the 1st
Battalion was assigned to
certain roads, which were
to be temporarily repaired
as fast as the enemy was
driven back. The 154th
Brigade, with our 2nd
Battalion, was to follow
up in support, and to “leap
frog” the 153rd Brigade
and take over the front
when so ordered. The




_CO. A’ BRIDGE ACROSS THRE AIRE, NEAR S7T. JUVIN

specific task of the 2nd Battalion was also to repair certain
roads as the Division advanced.

As an extra precaution, in case other bridges were ruined
by shell fire, Co. “D” was ordered, prior to the attack, to
build another artillery bridge across the Aire near the two
bridges constructed by Co. “A” and Co. “B” during the first
phase of the Argonne Battle. The work was performed
under the personal supervision of Lieut. James F. Brown.
This bridge had a gross length of 215 feet and was un-
doubtedly the finest structure of its kind erected by the
Regiment. It was at this bridge that Pvt. Samuel Apstein
lost his life by shell fire on 31st of October, just before the
completion of the structure.

During the period prior to the attack, Co. “E” also was
busy with bridge building. On the east and west main road
between St. Juvin and Grand Pré, the Boche during his
retreat from the valley of the Aire, had demolished two
bridges, where the two branches of the Agron River cross
the road before emptying into the Aire. Although these
demolitions were in view of the advanced enemy observa-
tion outposts, Co. “E”, under command of Capt. Thomas H.
Ellett, worked in the broad daylight and two substantial
bridges were constructed.

All preparations for the attack being complete, orders
were issued that it take place on the morning of the 1st of
November. This day will long linger in the memories of
most of the 302nd Engineers. The 77th Division was to
attack and take Champigneulle, a small village on the
heights north of the Aire. This attack made small progress
during the day of the 1st, and the town was not entered
until early on the morning of the 2nd. During the early
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morning of the 1st, the Engineers were ordered to cross the
Aire and were forced to wait, practically in the first line, all
that day and night until the advance could proceed. There
was work only for one company (Co. “C”) so the rest of the
Regiment remained inactive, in the midst of the battle, ex-
pecting momentarily to advance.

To Co. “C” was assigned the task of repairing a partly
demolished German pile-bridge, which crossed the Agron
River on the road between St. Juvin and Champigneulle.
This bridge was practically in the front line and directly
under fire from the enemy advanced machine guns. It could
only be approached with great difficulty, and work had to
be carried on from underneath. It was of the utmost im-
portance to the Division, for as soon as Champigneul'lg was
cleared, the only practicable route north for the artillery
and transport was over this bridge. All during the day of
the 1st, the men of Co. “C” worked at this exposed point,
and in spite of several casualties, the bridge was made .
passable by evening, many hours before it was actually
used. This very hazardous and successful mission was car-
ried out under the personal supervision of Major Per-Lee,
assisted by Lieutenant
Weston of Co. “C”. It
was during this operation
that Lieutenant Macque-
ron of the French Army
was slightly wounded in
the neck by a machine gun
bullet.

It was here also that
Colonel Giesting greatly
distinguished himself. He
had come up to ingpect the
work on the bridge, which
was to be of such prime
importance to the whole
Division. While at this
point, he was constantly
watching the battle going
on around him, expecting
every minute that our
troops would advance. He
noticed that those in the
immediate vicinity were
wavering. There were no
infantry field officers in
sight. Colonel Giesting,
quitting the cover of the
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TWO VIEWS OF THE 0. ‘D"
BRIDGE ACROSS THE AIRE

river banks, stepped out
into the open, within full
sight of the enemy, and
coolly walked up and
down the infantry lines,
encouraging the men
and preventing th e
threatened retirement.
This action was carried on
with utter disregard for
his personal safety, be-
cause at no time was he out
of sight of the enemy and
at no time did he seek
cover,

The advance of the Divi-
sion from the early morn-
ing of the 2nd of Novem-
ber to the evening of the
6th was the most rapid in
its history. In these five
days, the line was pushed THE CHURCH AT CHAMPIGNEULLE
northward 32 kilometers,
from the Aire to the Meuse. This rapid advance meant ex-
ceptionally strenuous labor for the Engineers. The rain
and the Boche engineers had conspired to impede the for-
ward movement of artillery and transport, and it was the
duty of the Engineers to make the roads passable in the
shortest possible time. Thus it was that the five days, from
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SHOWING HOW TO CARRY A
ROAD ACROSS A TRENCH

the 2nd to the 6th of
November, called forth
the greatest efforts from
t h e Regiment of the
whole war, and much ex-
cellent work was done in
this short time.

Early on the morning
of the 2nd, the infantry
advanced through Cham-
pigneulle. Co. “A” and Co.
“B”, under command of
Major Per-Lee, soon cleared
the streets of Champig-
neulle of fallen debris and
followed on after the infan-
try. During the day of the
2nd, the 2nd Battalion re-
paired the roads between
St. Juvin and Champig-
FassiNG tinonah a rmcentny - neulle. It was on this road

CAPTURED VILLAGE that Co. “D”, under Capt.

N. N. Barber, who had re-

cently joined the Regiment, untangled a traffic jam during

the night of the 2nd, which prompted a written commenda-

tion from the Division Commander, General Alexander.

Co. “E” worked on the road from Champigneulle toward
Beffu et le Morthomme.

After clearing the streets of Champigneulle, Co. “A” and
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Co. “B” proceeded northward, the former to Thernorgues
and the latter to Verpel. It was at this time that Captain
Howry, with his runner, got ahead of the advancing infan-
try and captured a machine gunner at Thernorgues mill,
together with a roll of valuable German maps of the area.
These maps were of the utmost use to the Regiment, as
the advance of the Division had carried us “off” the French
maps, which up to this time we had been using. The same
day (2nd of November) Captain Howry and Captain Farrin,
who had the day before been placed in command of Co. “C”,
and Lieutenant Weston advanced ahead of the infantry and
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entered Buzancy. So far as is known, they were the first
Americans to enter that famous town. Captain Ellett of
Co. “E” similarly entered Briquenay. A study of the map
will show the rapidity of this advance, and how open the
warfare had become in the closing days of the war. The
German method of defence was to have lines of machine
gunners every few miles, designed to check the American
troops. This method had worked well in the Argonne For-
est, where it had been difficult to discover the machine gun
locations; but in the open country north of the Aire these
lines were quickly broken up by our own infantry, so that
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CO. “B'" BUILDING A BRICGE ACROSS THE AGRON

the limit of the advance was fixed by the marching powers
of our men, and the transportation of supplies. The latter
was rendered especially difficult by many demolitions.

On the afternoon of the 2nd, Co. “B” had removed an
unexploded mine from the bridge southwest of Verpel.
Sergeants Edwards, Jorgensen and Clader successfully su-
pervised this work. During the evening of the 2nd, Co. “C”
began to repair a demolished highway bridge between
Buzancy and Bar, which at that time was over a mile in
advance of the Infantry. On the 3rd, this work was turned
over to Corps Engineer troops and Co. “C” moved north-
ward to Fontenoy to work on the almost impassable road
to the south. On the same day, Co. “B” moved to the north
and west through Thernorgues and Briquenay to Germont,
one platoon stopping at Briquenay to help the 303rd Engi-
neers repair a demolished stone highway bridge. Co. “A”
moved to the vicinity of the Authe.

The road between Germont and Authe had the following
demolitions in it: y

One-half exploded road mine.

One-half demolished stone bridge.

One unexploded road mine.

Three demolished culverts.

Co. “B” worked during the night of the 3rd on the above
demolitions, built two road bridges, and had the road pass-
able by morning, except for the third culvert. Assisted by
a platoon from Co. “B”, one platoon from Co. “A”, under
Lieutenant Edebohls, bridged this culvert on the 4th.

Between the Authe and Authruche another culvert had
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been blown up. This was tackled by Co. “A” on the evening
of the 38rd and was made passable before morning, by means
of a “turnout” bridge. Not satisfied with this turnout, Co.
“A” constructed a fine pile bridge alongside, the latter being
completed on the 4th. These two culvert bridges, one on
each side of Authe, were of great importance and were
used by the transports of four American divisions.

The traffic situation was appalling at this time. The roads
were in very bad shape. It was necessary for the Regiment
to keep men on the roads night and day to enable traffic
to move at all. During this fast advance, the front line
was, of course, constantly changing. As a consequence,
Colonel Giesting and Major Per-Lee several times found
themselves ahead of the infantry while riding in their
automobile, and twice were fired on by the enemy. Their
chauffeur considered his car a tank.

The movement on the 4th had carried the line north of
St. Pierremont, at which point the brigades were “leap-
frogged”. This put the 2nd Battalion in the advance, and
the 1st Battalion in the support. There was heavy fighting
between St. Pierremont and Oches. During the night of the
4th, the latter village was practically in the front line.
Co. “D” advanced under cover of darkness to rebuild a
bridge at Oches. This work had to be carried on very care-
fully so as not to attract attention, as the enemy was very
close by. In the morning, the infantry advanced again and
the bridge was completed. This particular bridge was novel
in design. The only material available was from a standard-
gauge railroad. The stringers for the bridge were the heavy
steel rails. On these were wired ties close together. These
ties were staggered and on top was laid a diagonal course
of one inch boards, from flooring of houses in Oches, no

CO. “D” BUILDING BRIDGE AT OCHES
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real plank being available. A trestle was built up under the
center of this bridge, which was finished early on the 5th.

It was ready for traffic long before the time set. A similar-

bridge located a few hundred yards away was finished by
Co. “E” on the afternoon of the 5th.

On the 5th of November, the first French civilians were
encountered in la Berliere, Captain Simmons being the first
American to enter the village. The Germans in their re-
treat had cleared the country of every living thing except
the people. The latter, for their own sakes, were gathered
together in a few villages. These civilians treated the
Americans as-their deliverers, which in truth they were.

On the evening of the 5th, the line had advanced to
Stonne. This village was located on the top of a steep hill.
In the main road leading out of Stonne down the hill, the
Boche had exploded a mine larger than any heretofore
encountered by the Regiment. This mine crater absolutely
blocked the road for traffic. To Co. “F” was assigned the
task of making it passable. With the aid of platoons from
Co. “E’, this enormous work was completed by nightfall
of the 6th, far ahead of estimated time. The main road
was thereby opened for the traffic of several divisions which
were anxious to use it.

At this time, the 6th of November, a most puzzling set
of movements were going on in the rear area of the 77th
Division. The 42nd Division was moving laterally from
east to west. The 6th Division was moving up in support
of the 77th, the 78th Division was being relieved by the

42nd, and the 1st Division was making some wild last daz-

zling march through several other divisions, hoping to have
the glory of taking Sedan. All these movements, added to
the legitimate movement of the 77th Division, placed a
tremendous responsibility on the 302nd Engineers, which
they accepted in the best spirit and never once failed to
keep the roads open. The scramble north was so rapid,
and the available men so few for the work to be done, that
the great road demolitions at la Bagnolle and la Besace had

to be passed by because they did not absolutely inhibit
traffic.

The infantry had advanced to the valley of the Meuse
by the evening of the 6th. The Germans held the north
bank with their outposts.

On that night, about 11:30 P. M., Colonel Giesting was
sent for by General Alexander, and the following conversa-
tion took place:

General Alexander: ‘“Giesting, we are going to the Meuse
tomorrow. What preparations have you made to bridge
the river?”
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Colonel Giesting: “None, sir.” ;

General Alexander: “Colonel, what do you intend to do?” -

Colonel Giesting: “Wait till I get there, sir. We have
aerial photographs showing tremendous craters in the roads
at Stonne, la Besace and Flaba; the roads are congested
and our best chance is to improvise a bridge from the ma-
terial we will find. I promise you the 302nd Engineers will
build the bridges.” Lt

General Alexander: “By God, Giesting, I believe you are
right.” .

This promise was fulfilled. Colonel Giesting immediately
gave orders to Captain Simmons, in command of the an
Battalion, ending with, “Captain, this is a chance of a life-
time.”

Captain Simmons, in a short time had the companies of
his battalion on the march towards the Meuse, and after an
all night ride he himself made personal reconnaissance for
the needed bridges. S

On the afternoon of the 7th, one of the most br1111a1_1t
feats performed by the Regiment took place. Capjcam
Ellett, with a detachment from Co. “E”, built a foot bridge
across the Meuse at Villers-devant-Mouzon. This task was
carried out in the broad daylight, in advance of our infantr_y
and under the direct fire of the enemy. It was at this-
bridge that the following lost their lives:

Lieut. James F. Brown, Co. “D”, D. S. C. posthumous.

Pvt. Samuel Brill, Co. “E”.

Pvt. Arthur C. Hartman, Co. “E”. ;

In addition, seven men were wounded by machine gun
and snipers’ bullets. As soon as this bridge was finished,
a detachment of our infantry crossed the Meuse and esta:b-
lished an outpost which was the most advanced point
reached by our division or any other American division
during the war. On the 8th, Co. “F”, under Lieut. R. J.

CO. ‘¢ BRIDGE ACROSS THE AGRON RIVER
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Gross, put across a similar bridge near Remilly. This bridge
was not used by our infantry.

While the 2nd Battalion was performing these brilliant
exploits, the 1st Battalion had followed up the advance and
accomplished the difficult task of keeping open the roads.
On the Tth, Co. “A” and Co. “B” had advanced as far north
as Flaba. The main north and south road from la Besace
to Raucourt had been thoroughly destroyed by the Boche.
One stretch of road only a few hundred yards long had been
mined in seven places. Rather than attempt to repair this
stretch, Co. “A” made a detour around the demolitions.
By using brush laid on the ground, then surfacing the brush
with rock taken from a nearby farm house, this detour was
made passable, first for animal-drawn transport, and later
for motor trucks. Only by constant effort could this detour
be kept in condition. Meanwhile Co. “B” had encountered
similar destructions west of Flaba, but as the roadway had
not been entirely destroyed the task of repair was simpler.

On the 8th, Co. “C” moved up to Flaba and relieved Co.
“B”, which was then ordered to Autrecourt sur Meuse. Co.
“B” repaired three mine craters in the road between Rau-
court and Autrecourt and prepared to throw an artillery
bridge across the Meuse near Villers-devant-Mouzon.

The foot bridge which Co. “E” had built across the

Meuse, between Villers-devant-Mouzon and Autrecourt had
been partially demolished by artillery fire. The infantry
detachment north of the river was thus cut off from the
Division. The Meuse at this point was about 300 feet wide
and the water was icy cold. Captain Barber of Co. “D”,
who was then stationed at Autrecourt, determined to save
these men. On the night of the 8th, he went with a de-
tachment of Co. “D” to the bridge location. The American
outposts were south of this point. The detachment built a
raft and Captain Barber personally crossed the river on this
frail craff. There were only five infantrymen surviving,
one of whom was wounded. On the return trip, the raft
was overturned and the wounded man lost his life as a
result. Nothing daunted, Captain Barber swam the river
and obtained a line which he stretched across and over which
he brought the survivors, one at a time. This action was
carried on under constant artillery and machine gun fire.
The enemy well knew the location of the bridge and the
probable activities of the Americans there during the night,
and kept it under fire.
* For this very brave act, each man of the Co. “D” detach-
ment was cited in divisional orders, but it is the opinion of
those who are familiar with the affair, that a far higher
honor should have been awarded to Captain Barber for his
great courage and perseverence.
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CO. ““C” ROAD
REFAIR NEAR FLABA

The bridge at Villers-devant-Mouzon ma_rks the }_ugh
point in the history of the Regiment. A picture of it is
given the place of honor as frontispiece of this volume.

On the 8th at Remilly, and on the 9th at Villers-deva_nt—
Mouzon, Colonel Giesting and Major Per-Lee made daring
daylight reconnaissances that shoulc} be recorded. At these
two places, pile bridges across the river had been des_troyed
by the retreating enemy. In anticipation of the Allied ad-
vance across the river, it was necessary to know the prob-
able repairs needed to make these bridges passable. Far
beyond the call of duty, these two officers pergonally went
to the bridge sites, in advance of our outposts, in the br"oad
daylight and within full sight of the enemy, and obtained
the desired information. Such actions as these were splen-
did and inspiring examples to the officers and men of the
Regiment.

On the nights of the 9th and 10th of November, detagh-
ments from Co. “B” were working on a bridge over a mine
crater north of Autrecourt. This work was carried on in
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front of our own outposts under considerable shell fire. At
the same time, several boats were being built by a detach-
ment from Co. “B” under supervision of Sergeant Jorgen-
sen for use in the expected crossing of the Meuse. Co. “D”,
also stationed at Autrecourt, was preparing material for an
artillery bridge.
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THE HANDY ENGINEERS 1

By PRIVATE STEUART M. EMERY
(Courtesy of N. Y. Herald.)

“Colonel, we pull a raid tonight
Into the Prussian Beers.
It looks like a gutty little fight,
Chewing of legs and ears.
‘We’ll need a party to cut the wire,
They must run the ring of the Boche'’s fire,
It'’s a dirty business of muck and mire.”
“Send for the Engineers!”

The Engineers they will slice a path—
That's what they signed to do.
They will take the rip of the M. G.’s wrath
Snipping and worming through.
The barbs may cut and the mud may stick,
And the star flares splash and the shots crack thick,
But they’ll hop the top and they’ll turn the trick.
“Send for the Engineers!”

“Colonel, the bridge is hit and gone,
Never a plank appears.
Yet the regiment must cross at dawn,
Hardly a case for cheers.
The place where it was is swept and sprayed,
For the Boche has got it in enfilade,
But we can’t hang back on a plan that's made.”
“Send for the Engineers!”

The Engineers they will bridge the stream,
Anything wet that flows.
Whether the big ones bust and scream,
Whether it rains or snows.
They’ll fling pontoons and they’ll hammer stakes,
Though the water foams as the lead hail rakes,
And they’ll lead the show when the Yank charge breaks.
“Send for the Engineers!”

“Colonel, the roads are blown to hell.”
That’'s what the P. C. hears.
“Crated and gashed where the Jerries fell,
Nothing but holes and smears.
They’re well in range of the house of Krupp,
But the boys don’t shoot and the boys don't sup
And the whole drive stops while supplies hold up.”
“Send for the Engineers!”

The Engineers, they will mend the pike,

Out in the broad daylight,
‘Where a blind Boche cannoneer could strike,

Labor, this time, not fight.
They’ll set their teeth and they’ll curse each blast
And they’ll toil and sweat and they’ll thirst and fast
Till the chow and the ammo trains jam past.

“Send for the Engineers!”
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CHAPTER XI.
THE ARMISTICE

N THE evening of
the 10th runners

1 were sent out by
Wi Regimental Head-
quarters, an-
nouncing that the
Armistice h a d
been signed, effective at
11 A. M. on the 11th, and
t h a t .dangerous work
would st op forthwith.
This message reached Co.
“B” and Co. “D” about
midnight of the 10th, and
the working parties out
in front of the lines were
immediately sent for and
brought back to the com-
parative safety of the cel-
lars of Autrecourt. This
humane or der is men-
tioned to distinguish it
from the orders received
by the division on our
right. Though it was
known that the Armistice
had been signed, these troops made an attack during the
night of the 10th, incurring heavy casualties gaining the
heights north of the Meuse, which they would have had
anyway by the terms of the already signed Armistice.

To the troops the news of the cessation of hostilities came
with stunning force. There was none of the jubilation
which might have been expected. It did not seem possible
that all was over, that never again would be heard the song
of the shell or the twang of the bullet. As stoically as they
had faced danger and hardship, they now accepted the
peace.

Division Headquarters were located at this time at Rau-
court. At 11 A. M,, on the 11ith, the Engineer Band, which
had resurrected its long-forgotten instruments from the
baggage train, struck up the Marseillaise, and then our own
grand Star-Spangled Banner. None present will ever for-
get the sights and sounds of that ceremony. The civilians
but recently freed from the Boche, the soldiers of the
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French and American armies, all joined in the celebration.
To the Americans it meant victory and peace;—who can
describe what it meant to the French!

IN GRANDPRE
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CHAPTER XII.
AFTER THE ELEVENTH

HE day fol-
lowing t h e
Armistice, the
T7th Division
was relieved
by a French
division. The honor of
marching through Luxem-
burg to Coblenz was not
to be allowed us. Instead
we were ordered to the
rear 'to a training area
near Chaumont. The Reg-
iment concentrated im-
mediately at the villages
at Vaux and Sammauthe,
a few miles south of the
Meuse. There, after a few
days spent in cleaning up
: i and some hard work on
o the nearby roads, started
' the long march south.

In order to get to our

[T

e ‘.

7,

é B . > Winter quarters near
émﬁjm‘§ ummons 2 Chaumont, it was neces-
D = sary to march 161 miles

nearly due south. This was the longest march engaged in
by the Regiment at any time. It started from Sammauthe
on the 21st of November and ended on the 4th of December
at Chateauvillain and the
surrounding villages.

Fortunately f o r the
Regiment, t h e Winter
rains had not set in until
just before the close of
this long march. But im-
mediately after arriving
at their Winter quarters,
the rain started and, al-
most without a day’s in-
termission, continued for
several months.

Bright hopes were en-

tertalne-d for a A LS k GHNBRAT, ALEXANDER DRECORATING
homegoing at this time, SCHULTZ AND MORRISEY OF CO. ¢
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DECORATIONS OF THE COLORS AT CHATEAU GONTIER

December, 1918. Captain Greene, who returned from the
hospital to the command of the 2nd Battalion early
in the month, was particularly optimistic. He had the
most circumstantial rumors to repeat, that the Regi-
ment would be in the United States before the New Year.
Unfortunately, these rumors were not to come true, and
the Engineers had several trying months ahead of them
before they were to see the Statue of Liberty.

December was spent mostly in drill. The War being over,
it was apparently of the utmost importance that the Engi-
neers become expert infantrymen. So the different com-
panies “snapped into it” and out of it, daily in the mud and
cold rain of the most miserable of months. Untold machine
gun posts were captured, and every one practiced rifle fire
on the improvised ranges—even the cooks and K. Ps.

Toward the end of December it was discovered that while
the Engineers were so engaged in perfecting their drill and
military etiquette, the roads in the divisional area had de-
cidedly gone to pot. Due to the constant rain the roads had
softened and the United States Army truck did the rest.

CHATEAUVILLAIN IN DECEMBER
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Large holes appeared everywhere in the once magnificent
highways, and the Regiment was given orders to fix them
up forthwith. This job sounds easy, but it must be realized
that the roads in the divisional area were several hundred
miles in length. The working force of the Regiment was
scarcely more than 1,200 men. Tools were scarce, material
scarcer and the weather atrocious.

Then was seen the phenomenon of rapid road deteriora-
tion in an area containing over 20,000 practically idle men.
It was physically impossible for the men of the Regiment
to keep all the roads even superficially repaired. Colonel
Giesting, realizing the situation, obtained orders from Gen-
eral Alexander that the troops in each village, infantry, ar-
tillery or what not, were to keep their own roads in repair,
and that Engineer non-commissioned officers be sent to all
the villages to supervise the road work. This plan worked
so well that later it was adopted by most of the other
American divisions, who found themselves in the same
plight as the 77th.

At Chateauvillain, in January, was held a memorial serv-
ice for those who had fallen in the field. None will ever
forget this last taps for their absent comrades.

From the 1st of January until just before sailing home,
it was the constant work of the Regiment to keep the roads
repaired. This hard, tiresome work, carried on day after
day in the rain and snow, was a great anti-climax to the
work of the war. It was necessary, however, and words

REGIMENTAL BASE BALL TEAM
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cannot describe the fine
spirit shown by the offi-
cers and men during those
long, weary months.

In January, 1919, most
of the organization prop-
erty was turned in to the
various supply depots;
only individual property
was retained. This was
in anticipation of t h e
hoped for homegoing.
Early in February, orders
were received for a move
to the Le Mans area. Le
Mans was the center of
the area west of Paris,
which was used by the
American Army for prep-
aration for embarkation
to the United States. The
orders were received with

FINAL INSPECTION OF 2ND BATTAL- the enthusiasm they de-

ION, CHATEAU GONTIER served. Quick work was
made of the preparations,
and on the early morning of the 10th of February, the Reg-
iment entrained at Latrecey. The day was very cold and
cheerless. A most uncomfortable trip of nearly 72 hours
followed. The weather was miserable, and if it had not been
for the splendid health of the men, much sickness due to the
cramped quarters and cold would have followed.

The Regiment detrained at Sablé sur Sarthe on the 12th
and 13th of February. Sable was a fine little city on the
banks of the beautiful Sarthe River. The Regimental Head-
quarters were to remain there until a short time before
embarkation. Road work immediately called forth the ef-
forts of the men. The 1st Battalion maintained its head-
quarters in Sablé; the 2nd Battalion headquarters were in
Parcé. The companies were billeted in various villages,
sometimes divided into platoons for better working on the
roads. L

In February several promotions were made in fulfillment
of recommendations made before the Armistice. Major
Per-Lee was promoted to be Lieutenant-Colonel, Captains
Crawford and Simmons were promoted to be Majors of the
1st and 2nd Battalions respectively, and Lieutenant Ed-
wards was promoted to be Captain.

The grind of road repairs continued with little letup, ex-
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FOURTH PLATOON CO, ; BEST DRILLED PLATOON IN THE REGIMENT
cept for an occasional game of baseball between company
teams, until the first part of April. It then became appar-
‘ent that homegoing was not far off. The Regiment had
been so separated that permission was asked and granted
for a regimental concentration in one city for the purpose
of getting the men together once at least before they left
France. The city of Chateau-Gontier was chosen. Over-
looking the reaches of the magnificent Mayenne River, it
was a fitting place for the elements of the Regiment to
gather for the last time. The few days spent in Chateau-
Gontier will long be remembered with pleasure.

In spite of their many months of hard labor on the roads,
the men responded instantly to the desire of the commander
to regain the old-time snap. A most interesting competi-
tion was held to determine the best drilled platoon in the
Regiment. Each company picked its best drilled platoon.
A battalion competition was then held and finally the regi-
mental competition. Co. “C” and Co. “F” qualified for the
finals, and in a wonderful exhibition, the 4th platoon of Co.
“C” won the prize. This platoon was commanded by Lieu-
tenant Finlayson and Sergeant Reyes. The drill was indi-
cative of the fine spirit of the men, even after all the dis-
appointing months following the Armistice.

It was at Chateau-Gontier, also, that the colors of the
Regiment were officially decorated by Major-General Alex-
ander. This impressive ceremony took place in the market
square, and was followed by a review. During the cere-
mony, General Alexander took occasion to speak in the
highest terms of the work of the 302nd Engineers.

An incident of considerable interest at Chateau-Gontier
was a regimental inspection held in the city parks. The
fine way in which all the equipment was laid out for the
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area inspectors was indicative of the fine discipline of the
Regiment.

On 17th April, 1919, the final French entrainment took
place. For the last time were the men crowded forty to a
car in the little French freight cars; for the last time were
the discomforts of this kind of traveling to be experienced.
The Regiment arrived at Brest on the 18th and 19th of
April. The weather for a great wonder was good. Camp
Pontanezon might not be all that the philanthropic at home
desired, but it looked good to us. It was so much better
than the usual French accommodations for soldiers that it
appeared almost paradise, especially as it spelled another
letter in the word HOME.

At Pontanezon the usual

?
WHY ROT: series - of inspections took

place—rather an extended
series. But as the Regi-
ment had been thoroughly
equipped to the last bristle
of the tooth brush, there

was not even

AT the sugges-
; ﬁ—r Dy tion of a de-
lay. And

_ apparently
7 / Pontanez o n
was the
™ only place
¢'Y i n France -
w h er e
American
Army equipment was
plentiful. It was re-
freshing t o observe
the speed with which

it could be secured,
and made us wonder
7,0 why such an excel-
+ lent system had not
been adopted before.
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CHAPTER XIII.
ONCE MORE ON THE OCEAN

HE Holland-American liner Nieuw Amsterdam

2 had been reserved for the use of the 302nd En-
gineers on its return trip. On the 22nd of April,
the embarkation took place. There were no
absentees.
_ Just before the Regiment embarked, orders
were received promoting several non-commissioned officers
to be 2nd Lieutenants, as follows:

Henry W. Robertson—HQ Co.

L. T. Avery—Co. “A”.

H. A. Meek—Co. “A”.

F. G. Egan—Co. “B”.

Orwell Logan—Co. “E”.

G. M. Chinery—Co. “E”.

A. A. Jungdahl—Co. “F”.

The Nieuw Amsterdam sailed from Brest on the after-
noon of @he 23rd of April. A fine voyage of ten days brought
the Reglment to New York on the 2nd of May. Who will
descrl]oe t_he sensations of the men as the Statue of Liberty
hove in sight? Except for the haunting consciousness of

the comrades left behind, no ter happi
o greater happiness could be

Thae it M
was, that on AT e
the 2nd of .~ = # IR e T
May, h G e
302n¥1 Etn gi? Z A DUy - ANSTERbAL

neers arrived
once more on
American soil
after slightly
more than a
year’s absence
in France.

CHAPTER XIV.
THE END

NCE in America the dissolution of the Regiment
was very rapid. Proceeding from Hoboken, the

N| Regiment travelled to Camp Mills, Long Island,
) | there to await the parade of the 77th Division.
This parade was held on the 6th of May in New
York City. The men marched in quadruple columns
of four at a brisk pace up Fifth Avenue from
Washington Square to the northern boundary of Central
Park amidst the cheers of friends and relatives who re-
joiced to have them home safely once more.

After the parade, the Regiment was split up, the major
portion going to Camp Upton for demobilization. Camp
Upton looked very dismal in comparison to its old aspect of
cheerfulness. One could see that its work was done. It
had harbored the 77th Division in its infancy, and appar-
ently only existed until the Division was demobilized.

On Saturday, the 12th of May, the men were paid off.

After last handshakings, they boarded the trains for New
York. The Regiment formally ceased to be at 6:00 P. M.
the same date.
- Thus ended the active history of one of the finest regi-
ments that it was ever a man’s privilege to serve in. It
passed out of existence as quietly as it had been formed.
Its labor before and after its period of combat was great.
Its actions in combat speak for themselves.

123



15 Tieut, Madison H. Cewig

18t Migut, John A Walsh

Co Y
(8t Tieut. James Finlep Brown  Co B

Co X

Sgt. 18! Clags, Jules Gingrag Jr. Co' K’

Sgt. Edward R Morrissep
Sgt. Hrank J Rogkoski
Sat. William Chomag
Corp. Hrank Schults
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Titatinng

Per-Lee, H. B. (2), Maj., 1st Bn.

Rarber, N. N, Capt., Co. F.

Crawford, G. H., Capt., Co. B.

Ellet, T. H., Capt.,, Co. E.

Howry, H. H., Capt., Co. A.

La Fetra, H. L, Capt., Co. E.

Simmons, E. B. (2), Capt., Co. D.

Brown, J. F., 1st Lt., Co. D.

Gray, E. P., 1st Lt.

Lewis, M. H., 1st Lt.,, Co. F.

Walsh, J. A, 1st Lt., Co. F.

Chamberlain, D. E., 2d Lt., Co. D.

Miles, W. S, 2d Lt., Co. E.

Shepard, B. S. 2d Lt.

Leaf, R. D. Mast. Eng., Jr.
Grade, Hdqgtrs. Co.

Conners, P., Sgt., 1st Class, Co.
D.

Johnson, W. L., Sgt., 1st Class
Co. E.

Meek, H. A.,, Sgt., 1st Class, Co.
A,

Solomon, D., Sgt., 1st Class, Co.
F.

Zeller, C., Sgt., 1st Class.

Stone, W. B., 1st Sgt., Co. E.

Bero, J., Sgt.

Fraquair, J., Sgt., Co. D.

Gingras, J., Jr., Sgt., Co. F.

Hofschulte, G. H., Sgt.,, Co. D.

Houghland, E. L., Sgt., Co. E.

Pollis, R., Sgt., Co. E.

Rosgkoski, F. J,, Sgt., Co. F.

Rupp, F. A, Sgt., Co. E.

Wojan, C. W., Sgt., Co. D.

Bell, L. R., Corpl, Co. C.

Black, J., Corpl., Co. D.

Boniak, F., Corpl, Co. F.

Bresnahan, W. J., Corpl., Co. D.

Carretti, R., Corpl., Co. D.

Di Biase, T., Corpl., Co. F.

Duffy, T. F., Corpl.,, Co. D.

Dunn, J. M., Corpl.

Foley, J. A., Corpl, Co. E.

Galligan, H. L., Corpl,, Co. E.

Green, G. H., Corpl.,, Co. D.

Harrison, F. S, Corpl.

Hogan, T. M., Corpl.,, Co. E.

Nyvall, F. C. Corpl.

MclIndee, E. C., Corpl.,, Co. D.

Parker, W. E., Corpl., Co. D.

Peterson, E., Corpl.

Piedmonte, P., Corp., Co. A.

Reicherter, J., Jr., Corpl.

Reifsnyder, J. G., Corpl., Co. E.

Rung, R. J.,, Corpl.,, Co. D.

Schraven, H. J.,, Corpl., Co. D.

3
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Smith, A.‘E., Corpl, Co. .
Summerly, T., Corpl.,, Co. D.
Thomann, F.-¢., Corpl., Co. D.
Tripp, F. S., Corpl.
Vill, J. A. E,, Corpl,, Co. D.
Willmarth, G. R., Corpl., Co. D.
Alexander, J. 8., Pvt.,, 1st Class,
Co. A.
Baltakie, F., Pvt, 1st Class.
Bergman, A. H., Pvt, 1st Class,
Co. H.
Brady, T. J., Pvt, 1st Class.
Brandt, F., Pvt., 1st Class, Co. D.
Doerr, L., Pvt. 1st Class., Co. F.
Dunn, J. M., Pvt, 1st Class, Co.
E

Fitzgerald, J. L., Pvt., 1st Class.

Flynn, M. J., Pvt, 1st Class, Co.
E.

Gregowski, P. B, Pvt., 1st Class,
Co. E. :

Maxwell, L., Pvt., 1st Class, Co. A,

Reed, S. A, Pvt, 1st Class.,, Co.
E.

Roberts, T. B., Pvt, 1st Class,
Co. D.

Schiefin, L., Pvt, 1st Class, Co.
E.

Spagnolo, P., Pvt., 1st Class, Co.
D.

Stultz, R. W., Pvt, 1st Class, Co.
D.

Taft, R. F., Pvt, 1st Class, Hdq.
Co.

Amrheim, J. H., Pvt., Co. E.

Anger, C. W., Pvt.

Apstein, S., Pvt, Co. D.

Baird, T. A., Jr, Pvt., Co. D.

Berg, S., Pvt, Co. D.

Bieringer, C. H.,, Pvt., Co. F.

Black, J. W., Pvt, Co. D.

Brill, S., Pvt.

Bruiggeman, F. 8., Pvt., San.
Det.

Calvert, N., Pvt.,, Co. E.

Dick, L. C., Pvt.

Elliot, W. A,, Pvt,, Co. A.

Ernsting, F. G., Pvt, Co. D.

Farrington, J. R., Pvt.

Fry, C., Pvt.
Futsche, A., Pvt.
Golias, C. F., Pyt. 9

Gryczkowski, 'W., Pvt.
Hallford, J., Pvt.

Hartmann, A. C., Pvt.

Hoff, C. T., Pvt., Co. E.
Hofschulte, G. H., Pvt.,, Co. D.

King, G., Pvt.,, San. Det.
Koch, W. E.,, Pvt, Co. F.
Kromer, F., Pvt., Co. C.
Lange, W., Pvt., Co. E.
Levy, R. E., Pvt.

Loefller, S., Pvt, Co. A.
Martell, A. G., Pvt.,, Co. D.
May, D. E., Pvt.

McCardle, J. F., Pvt, Co. E.
Medeck, N., Pvt., Co. D.
Monson, A. L., Pvt.
Morrissey, E. P., Pvt.,, Co. C.
Murtagh, W., Pvt.

Meyers, G., Pvt, Co. A.
Orton, C., Pvt.

Quellett, A., Pvt,, Co. D.

Rochford, M., Pvt., Co. D.
Roth, H. M., Pvt.,, Co. D,
Scanlon, H. A., Pvt.
Schmekel, W., Pvt., Co. D.
Schraven, H. J.,, Pvt, Co. D.
Schultz, F., Pvt.,, Co. C.
Tripp, R. E., Pvt,, Co. D.
Waters, T. E, Pvt., Co. D.
‘Weich, J., Pvt, Co. D.
Westcott, L. A., Pvt, Co. D.

Gagnalties - - 3020 Ennineers

KILLED IN ACTION

Apstein, Samuel, Private—Co. D, October 31, 1918.

Brill, Samuel, Private—Co. E, November 7, 1918.

Brown, James F., 1lst Lieutenant—Co. D, November 7, 1918.
Crowley, Daniel, Private 1st Class—Co. C, October 13, 1918.

Cucchiara, Silvestre. Private 1st Class—Co. D, November 5, 1918.

Doerr, Louis, Private 1st Class—Co. F, September 26, 1918.
Doris, James T., Jr., Sergeant—Co. D, August 23, 1918.
Eickoff, Raymond E., Private—Co. A, November 1, 1918.
Geer, Edgar S., Private—Co. C, October 3, 1918.

Georger, Arthur M. Private 1st Class—Co. C, August 27, 1918.
Hartmann, Arthur C., Private—Co. E, November 7, 1918.
Headman, Edward C., Lieutenant—Co. E, August 31, 1918.
Knowlson, William G., Corporal—Co. C, August 27, 1918.
Kreutzer, George; Corporal—Co. C, October 13, 1918.
McGonigle, William, Private—Co. 1), August 14, 1918.
O’Connor, Arthur P., Private—Co. A, October 16, 1918.
Opperman, William J., Corporal—Co. E, November 8, 1918.
Parmenter, Wallace A., Private—Co. B, August 12, 1918.
Rohleder, Peter, Corporal—Co. C, August 15, 1918.

Sabin, Gerard H., Private—Co. C, October 13, 1918.
Seaman, Bergen R., Private—Co. F, September 26, 1918.

Siedenberg, William, Private 1st Class—Co. A, September 5, 1918.
Stephenson, Colin J., Private 1st Class—Co. A, October 5, 1913.

Thomas, William, Sergeant—Co. D, October 16, 1918.
Walsh, John A., 1st Lieutenant—Co. F, October 18, 1918.
‘Welch, Edwin, Private—Co. E, November 7, 1918.

Wever, Joseph F., Sergeant—Co. D, August 23, 1918.
Wieszezecinski, Casimir, Private—Co. C, August 16, 1918.
Zejmis, Kostontas, Cook—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

DIED OF WOUNDS

Bergman, Axel H., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Duvall, Harold L., Corporal—Co. C, October 13, 1918..
Flaherty, William A., Corporal—Co. A, September 7, 1918.
Foley, James A., Corporal—Co. E, September 6. 1918.
Fraser, Stuart, Jr., Private—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Gregowski, Paul B., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
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Peterson, W. H., Pvt,, Co. D.

Robertson, T. J.,, Pvt., Co. E.

Wiedeman, C. A., Pvt, Co. D.
‘Woodward, G. G., Pvt.,, Co. D.



Hanson, Carl W., Private—Co. A, October 10, 1918.

Hayes, William J., Private—Co. B, October 27, 1918.

Hoff, C. T., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Hughes, Peter, Wagoner—Co. B, October 27, 1918.

Johnson, William L., Sergeant 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918,
Keck, August C., Cook—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Lasher, John K. Jr., Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Levy, Leo, Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Lombard, Vincent, Private 1st Class—San. Det., September 30, 1918.

Maccagno, Antonio, Private—Co. A, September 6, 1918.
Maibauer, Hugo R., Corporal—Co. C, November 1, 1918.
Michaels, Francis E., Private—Co. C, September 2, 1918.
Moran, James, Private—Co. A, September 6, 1918.
Morgan, James, Private—Co. C, September 27, 1918.
O’Connor, Daniel F., Private 1st Class—Co. ¥, August 23, 1918.
O’Rorke, Patrick C., Wagoner—Co. C, August 23, 1918.
Quinn, Charles P., Private—Co. C, September 27, 1918.
Runge, Walter E., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Sheehan, John, Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Vill, Joseph A. EH. Sergeant—Co. D, November 5, 1918.
Weber, Harry R., Sergeant—Co. ¥, August 17, 1918.

‘WOUNDED

Adamovsky, Frank, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Adelman, William J., Private—Co. A, November 5, 1918.
Ahrendt, Charles, Private—Co. A, November 2, 1918.
Andela, Louis G., Private—Co. B, September 6, 1918.
Anderson, Markur, Private—Co. B, September 1, 1918.
Arms, Newton T., Sergeant—Co. A, September 6, 1918.
Ayres, Lawrence, J., Private—Co. C, October 14, 1918.
Baird, Thomas A., Jr., Private—Co. D, August 31, 1918.
Barrett, Chauncey D., Private—Co. B, September 6, 1918.
Barton, Leo A., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Bates, Thomas, Private—Co. B, August 21, 1918.

Beletich, Millo S., Private 1lst Class—Co. D, August 23, 1918.
Bell, Casper, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.

Bellman, Jacob, Private 1st Class—Co. A, November 2, 1918.
Bero, John, Sergeant—Co. E, November 7, 1918.

Bierbaum, Robert A. Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.
Block, Edgar, 1st Sergeant—Co. D, September 9, 1918.
Bogdan, Victor, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Bookhop, William G., Corporal—Co. A, October 15, 1918.
Booth, Elton D., 1st Lieutenant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Brady, Patrick, Private 1st Class—Co. B, November 1, 1918.
Brennan, James L, Private—Co. F, August 14, 1918.

Briggs, William J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Brody, Joseph, Private—Co. E, October 4, 1918.

Broere, Benjamin F., Corporal—Co. A, September 5, 1918.
Bromberg, Harry, Corporal—Co. E, August 12, 1918.

Brooks, Patrick, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Brown, William P., Mess Sergeant—Co. D, September 11, 1918.
Bumford, Earl, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918. s
Burke, Martin, Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Bush, George W., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Byrnes, James, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.
Bystrowski, Paul, Private—San. Det., August 20, 1918.
Caggiano, Felice, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Cairns, James W., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

. Carlsom, Victor, Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Cavalieri, George J., Acting Lieutenant—Co. C, September 29, 1918.
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Chapman, Everett R., Corporal—Co. D, August 31, 1918.
Chapman, Robert, Private—Co. C, October 15, 1918.

Chartres, James M., Private 1st Class—Co. E, November 1, 1918.
Chichester, Seth, Private 1st Class—Co. A, November 2, 1918,
Christiano, Anthony, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.

Cirbus, Anderson, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Colby, Charles F. Sergeant—Co. F, September 27, 1918.
Collins, Edward, Cook—Co. A, September 14, 1918.

Coolican, Patrick R., Sergeant—Co. B, November 1, 1918.
Craft, Emmet H., Private—Co. B, September 11918

Crum, Leo B., Corporal—Co. C, October 4, 1918.

Curran, Daniel A., Sergeant 1st Class—Co. D, August 23, 1918.
Curran, James M., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

‘Currier, Cecil L., Corporal—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Daley, James W., Private—Co. A, September 6, and October 10, 1918.

Dargiewicz, Wadislaw, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Davis, Herman, Private—Co. A, November 1, 1918.

De Soucey, Joseph V. Sergeant—Co. B, September 1 and October
15, 1918.

Dick, Lester C., Private—Co. C, November 7, 1918.

Dickemann, Charles T., Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Diener, George C., Private—Co. D, September 11, 1918.

Dietchman, Frederick W., Private—Co. A, October 10, 1918.

Doherty, Thomas A., Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Donaldson, Lee B., Private—Co. C, August 21, 1918.

Dougherty, James E., Corporal—Co. F, October 26, 1918.

Downs, Herbert M., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Drankhan, Frank, Private—Co. B, August 12, 1918.

Duffy, Frank, Private—Co. C, September 27, 1918.

Dunwoodie, Richard, Corporal—Co. C, October 13, 1918.

Duszynski, Frank, Private—Co. A, November 1, 1918.

Dwyer, John, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Bads, Scott F., Private—Co. F, August 17, 1918.

Eisenkraft, Abraham, Private 1st Class—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Ernsting Frank G., Private 1st Class—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Eue, Gust, Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Evans, Morgan, Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Facompre, William, Sergeant—Co. A, September 7, 1918.

Feraco, Cosimo, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Ferguson, William L., Private—Co. C, October 3, 1918.

Finish, Charles J., Private—Co. E, October 14, 1918.

Fishman, Benjamin N., Corporal—Co. C, August 24, 1918.

Flynn, John J., Private—Co. C, September 3, 1918.

Flynn, Maurice J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Flynn, Raymond T., Corporal—Co. D, August 14, 1918.

Frank, Emmons J., Private—Co. F, August 16, 1918.

Frederickson, John, Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Frisbie, Harry B., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Fry, Chris, Private 1st Class—Co. B, September 6, 1918.

Funke, Glenn L., Private-—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Galia, Salvatore, Private Ist Class—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Galligan; Henry L., Private—Co. E, November 1, 1918.

Gertsman, Emil, Private—Co. D, September 11, 1918.

Gillick, Patrick, Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Gilroy, Thomas, Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Gingras, Jules, Jr., Sergeant 1st Class—Co. F, August 16, 1918.

Goodman, Joseph, Corporal—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Gooley, Frank A., Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Greer, James, Private—Co. B, August 25, 1918.

Gregory, Bartholin B., Private 1st Class—Co. A, August 26, 1918,

Groenewald, John C: Private 1st Class—Co. D, September 11, 1918.
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Gronenberg, John, Corporal—Co. C, October 13, 1918.

Hallford, James, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Hamblin, Harry W., Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Hammer, Benjamin, Private—Co. B, November 1, 1918.

Hanlin, John J., Private 1st Class—Co. C, September 28, 1918.

Hanna, Robert, Private 1st Class—Co. A, August 26, 1918.

Harder, Lewis F., Captain—Co. C, September 28, 1918.

Haring, Ellis B, Lieutenant—Co. C, September 1, 1918.

Harrison, Frank S., Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Hartfuer, Walter, Private—Co. B, August 12, 1918.

Haughwout, Carl L., Private 1st Class—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Hawker, Julian C., Private—Co. ¥, August 20, 1918.

Hecox, Leo U., Private—Co. C, September 3, 1918.

Heid, Joseph W., Private—Co. F, August 27, 1918.

Henderson, Peter J., Private 1st Class—Co. A, September 6, 1918.

Hogan, Thomas J., Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Hornbeck, Harold C., Sergeant—Co. A, August 26, 1918.

Houghland, Edward L., Sergeant—Co. E, September 28, 1918.

Hufeld, Otto, Sergeant—Co. C, September 27, 1918.

Jahnke, Edward, Corporal—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Jarecke, Anton J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Jennings, Fred H., Private—Co. C, September 28, 1918.

Jennings, Tobias, Private 1st Class—Co. D, September 10, 1918.

Joyce, John, Corporal—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Jozwiak, Frank J., Private—Co. F, September 27, 1918.

Kane, Henry G., Private—San. Det., August 23, 1918.

Kane, Michael, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.

Katolik, Waldeslaw, Private—Co. A, October 15, 1918.

Keane, James P., Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Kehoe, Andrew, Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Keller, William J., Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Kelly, Thomas, Private—Co. C, November 1, 1918.

King, George, Private—San. Det.,, November 9, 1918.

Kinzie, Joseph, Private—Co. B, October 16, 1918.

Kirkup, Harry R., Sergeant 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Korrow, Charles T., Corporal—Co. C, September 28, 1918.

Kraps, Benny, Private—Co., F, September 27, 1918.

Kraus, William J., Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Krupsei, Samuel, Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

La Fetra, Harry L., Captain—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Lamkey, John, Private—Co. D, October 31, 1918.

Lange, William, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Leaf, Richard D., Master Engineer, Sr. Gr.—Headquarters, August
28, 1918.

Lenza, Vito, Private—Co. B, August 22, 1918.

Letorneau, Alphonse, Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Levy, Irving, Corporal—Co. F, August 22, 1918.

Lewis, Madison H., 1st Lieutenant—Co. F, August 16, 1918.

Lindberg, Oscar, Private 1st Class—Co. F., August 16, 1918.

Lockman, Clifton E., Private—Co. E, November 1, 1918.

Lods, Benjamin W., Private—Co. E,* September 6, 1918.

Luntz, Edward, Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Lupton, Harris R., Private—Co. C, September 28, 1918.

Luzzo, Michaelangelo, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

McClellan, Hugh, Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

MecCreary, Emory L., Sergeant—Co. D, September 11, 1918.

McIndoo, Erwin C., Sergeant—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

McIntyre, David D., Corporal—Co. C, September 3, 1918,

MecKendry, Maurice, Sergeant—Co. C, August 22, 1918.

McLean, George F., Private 1st Class—Co. B, October 14, 1918.

Macorowski, Frank, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.

’
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Magill, John J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Majewicz, Kaiser, Private—Co. A, September 6, 1918.

Maloney, Andy, Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Mang, Howard I., Private 1st Class—Co. F, October 31, 1918.

Maresca, Joseph, Private 1st Class—Co. A, October 10, 1918.

Marks, John, Private—Co. E, August 21, 1918.

Marsh, Joseph S., Master Engineer Sr. Gr—Headquarters, August
24, 1918.

Meyer, Norbert C., Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Miller, Walter A., Private—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Minotti, Robert, Stable Sergeant—Headquarters Co.,

Mitchell, J. J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Moor, Harry, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Moos, Frank J., Jr., Private—Co. B, November 10, 1918.

Morrison, Glenn R., Private 1st Class—Co. F, August 16, 1918.

Mortensen, William P., Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Mullen, Cyril F., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Mumbrauer, Elmer E., Private—Co. E, September 5, 1918.

Mumbraurer, Otto W., Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.

Munson, Andrew L., Private—Co. E, November 7, 1918.

Murdock, Daniel A., Sergeant—Co. A, September 14, 1918.

Nagel, Edward, Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

Nairn, James M., Private—Co. E, November 7, 1918.

Nevin, Stephen A., Corporal—Co. D, September 6, 1918.

New, William, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Nichols, Wallace, Corporal—Co. E,.September 6, 1918.

Nicinski, Joseph, Private—Co. A, September 26, 1918.

Nielsen, Niels P. 'W., Private—San. Det., August 23, 1918.

Nolan, Arthur J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Norman, Jesse, Sergeant—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Nunnally, Harris, Private—Co. D, August 24, 1918.

O’Connell, William, Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Ortolano, Frank J., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Pacey, John H., Private—Co. B, September 6, 1918.

Pacovsky, Frank, Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Papke, Oscar R., Corporal—Co. D, June 24, 1918.

Parks, Lester, Private 1st Class—Co, C, September 3, 1918.

Peterson, Herman E., Private—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Peterson, William H., Corporal—Co. D, November 5, 1918:

Pfaff, Henry C., Corporal—Co. A, September 6, 1918.

Pigott, Amos E., Private—Co. D, November 7, 1918.

Porter, William V., Private—Co. D, September 7, 1918.

Prevost, Charles J., Corporal—Co. C, September 27, 1918.

Raffauf, Mathias, Private—Co. B, August 30, 1918.

Randolph, Clair J., Private—Co. F, September 7, 1918.

Reed, Samuel A., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Reilly, Frank, Lieutenant—Co. C, September 1, 1918.

Reilly, Thomas, Sergeant 1st Class—Co. C, November 1, 1918.

Riviezzo, Pietro, Wagoner—Co. C, August 25, 1918.

Robertson, Thomas J., Private—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Rochford, Michael, Corporal—Co. D, November 5, 1918.

Roderick, Thomas, Sergeant 1st Class—Co. C, September 3, 1918.

Rose, James, Private—Co. C, October 3, 1918.

Roskoski, Frank J., Sergeant—Co. F, August 16, 1918.

Rothfuss, Frederick C., Sergeant—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Rosenberg, William, Private—Co. A, October 15, 1918.

Rowan, James M., Sergeant—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Rung, Rudolph J., Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Rupp, Frederick A. Sergeant 1st Class—Co. E, October 3, 1918.

Schellhorn, Harry, Private—Co. C, October 3, 1918. 3

Schiefen, Lawrence W., Private 1st Class—Co. B, September 6, 1918.
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Schneyer, William K., Private—Co. C, September 3, 1918.
Schulz, Frank, Corporal—Co. C, October 3, 1918.

Seeger, Glenn, Private 1st Class—Co. C, October 3, 1918.
Seybold, William H., Corporal—Co. D, September 7, 1918.
Shoppe, George A, Corporal—Co. A, September 27, 1918.
Shroyer, Melvin E., Private—Co. A, September 5, 1918.
Silcock, George, Sergeant 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Simpkins, William, Private—Co. B, November 9, 1918,
Sinnott, Francis J., Captain—Co. A, September 5, 1918.
Smith, Ernest E., Private—Co. A, November 2, 1918.
Spellman, William, Corporal—Co. D, September 11, 1918.

Steck, Henry L., Corporal—Co. A, August 25, 1918.

Stein, Arthur L. Private—Co. B, August 25, 1918.

Stern, George A., Sergeant—Co. B, September 7, 1918.

Sterner, Harry B., Jr., Sergeant—Co. E, September 7, 1918.
Strasburg, Albert F., Private 1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

Strauss, Abraham, Prlvate Ist Class—San Det., November 10, 1918.

Stromberg, Allan R. Corporal—Co. C, August 27 1918.
Sullivan, William E., Private—Co. C, October 3, 1918.
Surgan, Louis, Private—Co. E, November 1, 1918.

Susat, Walter J., Private—Co. E, July, 30, 1918.
Switkowski, Joseph Private 1st Class—Co. A, November 1, 1918.
Tarof, Sinclair B., 1st Sergeant—Headquarters Co.

Teller, Arthur R., Private—Co. F, August 17, 1918.

Tepe, Frederick, Private—Co. D, September 7, 1918.
Terza, Salvatore De la, Private—Co. D, August 28, 1918.
Thate, William J., Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
Theurer, William K., Private—Co. B, August 12, 1918.
Thomas, Ralph I.., Captam—Heddquarters, August 21, 1918.
Tooker, Lewis D., Sergeant—Co. A, September 5, 1918,
Traquair, James, Sergea.nt—Co D, September 7, 1918.
Trieberg, Carl, Private—Co. C, November 1, 1918.

Tripp, Fred 8. Corporal—Co. E, November T, 1918,

Trot, Isador, Private—Co. C, November 1, 1918.

Tupper, John L., Corporal—Co. F, August 22 and October 19, 1918.

Van Allen, Dav1d Private—Co. D, August 23, 1918.

Van Alst, James, Jr., Sergeant—Co. F, August 20, 1918.
Vasho, Philip, Private—Co. A, October 15, 1918.

Viglietta, Loreto, Private—Co. A, October 15, 1918.

Vill, Joseph A. E., Corporal—Co. D, September 10, 1918,
Vlassopulous, Harlloss, Prlvate—Co E, November 1, 1918.
Voyages, Nicholas, Corporal—Co. D, August 25, 1918.
‘Wagot, George, Private—Co. D, June 24, 1918.

‘Walsh, Thomas J., Sergeant 1st Class—Co. A, September 9, 1918.
‘Walters, Robert M., Private—Co. C, September 3, 1918.
‘Weccheider, Harry J., Corporal—QCo. D, November 1, 1918.
‘Wheeldon, Thomas H., Private—Co. A, September 6, 1918.
‘Whitehorne, George F Corporal-—Co. B, September 1, 1918.

Wiedemann, Charles A., Private 1st Class—Co. D, October 28, 1918.

Wilcox, Robert, Corporal—Co. C, October 14, 1918.

‘Williams, Albert G., Sergeant—Co. E, September 7, 1918.
Williams, Earl M., Private—1st Class—Co. E, September 6, 1918.
‘Wohlstetter, Isufior Private—Co. B, October 15, 1918.

‘Wojcik, Peter, Private—Co. B, August 23, 1918,

‘Wooten, Reuben, Private—Co. C, September 3, 1918.
Ziegelhain, Julius, Corporal—Co. E, September 6, 1918.

DIED OF DISEASES

Clark, Bryant, Wagoner—Co. A, May 20, 1918.
Falvey, Dennis, Corporal—Co. A, June 15, 1918.
Shannon, Stephen—Co. D, February 9, 1919.
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729/G3 ‘
ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS,
October 2, 1918.
From Commanding General, 1st Army Corps, U. S.
To Commanding General, 77th Division, U. S.
Subject: Commendation.

1. The Corps Commander has directed me to extend to you and
to the entire 77th Division a most cordial expression of his gratification
at the steady solid progress made since the beginning of the opera-
tion now under way.

2. The difficulties of terrain are fully understood and the amount
of ground gained is noteable, while your supplies and communications
are thoroughly satisfactory.

3. Individual cases of special merit should be brought promptly
to the attention of these headquarters for suitable recognition without
waiting for a complete list after the operations are completed.

By command of Major General Liggett.

MALIN CRAIG, Chief of Staff.”

804/G3
ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS FIRST ARMY CORPS
Oct., 12, 1918,
From Commanding General, 1st Army Corps, U. S.
To Commanding General, 77th Division, U. S.
Subject: Commendation.

1. The Corps Commander directs me to inform you that he fee}s
once more during the present operations called upon to e?cpress his
gratification and appreciation of the work of the 77th I?iviswn. )

2. This division has been in the line constantly since the night
of the 25th of September under circumstances at least as difficult as
those which have confronted any other division of the 1st Army. )

3. In spite of these conditions your command has pushed steadily
forward on a line with the foremost, and today after eighteen days _of
constant fighting is still ready to respond to any demand ma_de upon it.

4, The Corps Commander is proud indeed of such a unit as yours
and congratulates you on such a command.

MALIN CRAIG, Chief of Staff.”

HEADQUARTERS 77TH DIVISION, AMERICAN E. F.

General Orders No. 14th October, 1918.
1. This Division Commander congratulates most heartily- the troops
of this Division upon the successful result of the operations of the
14th of October. A difficult night march was involved to place the 153rd
Brigade in the proper position for attack which march was accomp-
lished, the attack made and the objective set for the day’s effort suc-
cessfully reached. In the course of the operations a large number of
prisoners, including officers of superior rank, were taken by the 153rd

Brigade. : .
This success, coming as it does in the course of a campaign wh}ch
has already lasted eighteen days, made under circumstances which
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have tested to the limit the skill, courage and endurance of officers
and men to the limit, demonstrates once more the indomitable spirit
and courage of this Division. The Division Commander, reiterating the
commendation already twice made by the Corps Commander of the
work of this organization, feels that it is indeed an honor to him to
command such troops. 5

ROBERT ALEXANDER,

Major General-Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS 77TH DIVISION, AMERICAN E. F.
General Orders No. 36. 6th November, 1918.
1. The following is published for the information of this Command:

984/G3
HEADQUARTERS 1ST ARMY CORPS

November 6, 1918.
From C. G., 1st Army Corps, U. S.

To C. G., 77th Division, U. S.
Subject: Commendation.

1. The following telegram just received from the Commanding
General, 1st Army, is repeated for your information:

Widewing, November 5-6,
Commanding General, 1st Corps.

Number 238 sec G S period. The army commander desires that
you be informed of his full appreciation of the excellent work done
by your corps during the last three days’ period. He realizes fully
the special efforts exerted and spirit that has prompted the troops
of your command during these operations period. The rapidity of the
advance notwithstanding hostile opposition has been remarkable and
prevented the enemy from reorganizing period. The result has been
to force the enemy back on his whole front period. The army com-
mander desires that you transmit his congratulations and apprecia-
tions to the troops of your command for this work. - DRUM.

2. To the foregoing the Corps Commander desires to record his
warm congratulations and appreciation of the work done by the Divi-
sions of the Corps.

3. He desires that the foregoing commendation be communicated
to all concerned, including especially the engineers, signalmen, supply
and labor troops, without whose splendid efforts the results obtained
could not have been accomplished.

By Command of Major-General DICKMAN.

MALIN CRAIG, Chief of Staff.

2. In publishing the above high commendation for the work done
by the officers and men of the 1st Army Corps, I wish to express my
personal gratification for the untiring and successful efforts made by
all officers and men of this Division, especially since this Division
alone remains in the line of those present at tHe beginning of the
general operation November 1st. In the face of the greatest difficulties
caused by continuous rain, enemy demolitions, and active resistance,
this Division has pushed forward magnificently, overcoming all ob-
stacles met in our advance. It is no exaggeration to say that this
Division has taken more ground and material from the enemy since
September 26th than any other Division in the American Army, and
probably more than any other Division in any Allied army in this
veriod. Without the most strenuous exertions and the most loyal co-
operation on the part of the entire Division—officers and men—the
results secured would have been impossible.

3. I desire especially to commend the conduct of the attached
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units, viz.: 12th Aero Squadron; 2nd Balloon Company, Co. G, 53rd
Pioneers, and the 506 S. S. U. Section.

ROBERT ALEXANDER,

Major General-Commanding.
Distribution: Down to Companies.

HEADQUARTERS, 77TTH DIVISION

10th November, 1918.
Chief of Staff,

Division Engineer.
Commendation:

1. The Commanding General directs me to extend to the 302nd
Engineers his high commendation for excellent service rendered during
the period August 11th-November 8th, including the operations on the
VESLE and the advance to the AISNE, the advance from LA FOUR
DE PARS through the ARGONNE FOREST, including the taking
of GRAND PRE and ST. JUVIN and the advance from the vicinity
of CHAMPIGNEULLE to the MEUSE River.

2. During all these operations the officers and men of the 302nd
Engineers have displayed a degree of energy, courage and self-sacri-
fice that is worthy of emulation by all Americans. The services
rendered during this period have been a large factor in securing the
success that this division has achieved.

By Command of Major-General ALEXANDER.

C. 0. SHERRILL,
Colonel, G. S., Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS FIFTH ARMY CORPS, AMERICAN E. F.
General Orders No. 25. France, 11th November, 1918.

The announcement of a general armistice with the enemy brings
to a temporary suspension the brilliant advance of the Fifth Crops,
which commenced November first. The Corps Commander therefore
takes this occasion to congratulate the Officers and Soldiers of the
troops engaged with the Corps upon the fortitude, the courage, the
endurance, the skill and the determination which have characterized
their conduct throughout the operations. The Corps Commander
further desires to express his gratitude for the loyalty with which
the troops have responded to every demand that has been made upon
them, and to assure them of the deep sense of his pride and the honor
that has come to him in commanding such superb organizations.

Commencing November first the troops of this Corps have ad-
vanced more than thirty kilometers against the strongest opposition
that the enemy could offer by his best troops. They have ‘broken
through the last vestige of the Hindenburg Line and the Freya. Stellung;.
captured many prisoners, numerous guns, large quantities of war
material, and have dispersed and destroyed the enemy organizations.
On the very night preceding the armistice the troops of this Corps made
a brilliant passage of the River MEUSE, and occupied the high ground
constituting a bridge head to the east of that river.

Notwithstanding the fact that since the last days of August these
troops have been constantly marching and fighting, sleeping in the
open, and even at times going without the regular supplies of food,
and subjected to rain, cold, and exposure in the mud, there has been
no thought of complaining, but with a singleness of purpose they have
devoted themselves to the great mission that devolved upon them.
By their progress they have contributed immeasurably to-the total
defeat of the enemy, and compelling him to sue for terms. Prior to
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the advance the Corps Commander took occasion to assure the troops

. that great results must follow upon their action, and that they must
expect to capture large numbers of prisoners and booty. The success
in compelling the enemy to sue for peace has been beyond our greatest
expectations. History will accord to the troops of this Corps their
abundant share in the fruits of victory. All Officers and Soldiers who
participated in this campaign must feel a just pride in the privilege
that came to them, and the place that they must occupy in the gratitude
and affecion of our people.

To those of our comrades who have laid down their lives, or who
have suffered wounds and sickness, we and our nation will ever accord
those sentiments of reverence and honor that they have justly earned.

Not the least of the burdens of this campaign have devolved upon
the Trains, Supply Departments, and all accessory Services, who with
a determination and a self-sacrificing spirit have accepted the almost
insurmountable difficulties of transportation, and of road conditions,
in keeping the troops supplied with food and ammunition, without
which the campaign would have been impossible.

‘While such abundant results have crowned our efforts, we must
accept them as only partial accomplishment of our tasks. During
the existence of the Armistice every Officer and Soldier must exercise
the same alertness and the same attitude toward the enemy as existed
during active hostilities. There has been no peace, but merely a
suspension of fire action. The enemy of our country and of our troops
must be expected at any moment to take advantage of any situation
that might be offered to renew hostilities. It must be remembered
that up to the last moment he opposed our advance with the greatest
determination, inflicting casualties upon our troops, and that he now
stands ready to resume hostilities at any moment. Constant vigilance,
the most rigorous discipline, and extreme self-control, must be exer-
cised every moment by all Officers and Soldiers. It must be made plain
to all that intercourse with the enemy is an act of treason, and is
punishable by death. TUnder no circumstances will any Officers or
Soldiers communicate with the enemy, other than as provided by the
laws of war under a flag of truce. Any hostile act on the part of the
enemy will be met by a like hostile act, and the enemy approaching our
lines must be treated exactly as is required under conditions of active
hostilities,

All troops must be placed in immediate readiness to resume the
advance, and, if necessary, to attack on the enemy’s position. They
must be prepared to endure long marches, great fatigue, and much
privation. The war is not ended, but is merely undergoing one of the
phases by which we intend to bring it to a successful conclusion, and
to restore peace and happiness to the world. The superb conduct of
the troops in this campaign is a guaranty that they will continue to
respond under all vicissitudes until their great mission is completed.

By Command of Major-General SUMMERALL.

W. B. BURTT,

Brigadier-General, Chief of Staff.
Official:
HARRY C. KAEFRING,
Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS 771TH DIVISION, AMERICAN E. F.
General Orders No. 43. 4th December, 1918.

1. The completion of the march of the Division from the
ARGONNE to the new area where we are to be stationed marks the
conclusion of one phase of our service in France. During these opera-
tions, since the undersigned assumed command of this Division, the
services of the Division appear to have met the wishes of responsible
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higher authority to an eminently satisfactory degree. The Division
has at all times demonstrated that aggressive spirit from which alone
success in war can be expected. It has at all times succeeded in reach-
ing the objective set for it, and the advance made by the Division,
the enemy material captured, and the rate of advance in time and
distance, are comparable with the records set by the best of our other
American Divisions.

2. While the front line is, of course, occupied by the infantry and
while consequently upon the infantry has fallen, as always, the bulk
of the losses which have paid for this record, at the same time the
Division Commander feels that it should be recognized that any suec-
cess we have attained has been due to the united effort of all The
artillery and machine gun units; the engineers and the Administrative
services are all entitled to and are asked to receive herewith the thanks
of the Division Commander for the work done and the harmonious
effort which all without exception have made.

3. The memories of our service together here in France—memories
which will be re-awakened by the names BAZOCHES, FISMES,
CHATEAU aux DIABLE, VILLERS en PRAYERES, the VESLE and
the ASNE, the FORET D’ARGONNE, GRAND PRE, ST. JUVIN, the
AIRE, RAUCOURT, AUTRECOURT, and the MEUSE—will always
awaken recollections which I am sure everyone of my comrades of this
Division will cherish as the brightest of his life. We have met the
enemy on all these fields. We have on each of them displayed the ag-
gressive spirit and the spirit of self-sacrifice which brings success in
war. Many of our original number have made the supreme sacrifice of
all and now rest unforgotten in the soil of France.

4. The Division Commander has already transmitted to the Divi-
sion the thanks of our superior commanders of the Corps, the Army,
and the American Expeditionary Forces. He further feels that this
expression of appreciation on his own part is entirely justified under
the circumstances. No one knows better, or perhaps as well, as the
Division Commander the character of the obstacles encountered and
overcome.

5, Furthermore, the Division Commander is convinced that the
memory of our past services, and the realization of the record made
thereby, will be the greatest inspiration and incentive to the troops
of this Division to show that they are indeed good Americans and
good soldiers.

6. The Division Commander thanks the Division for its hearty
support up to the present and feels the fullest confidence that that sup-
port will be as freely given in the future as it has been in the past.

ROBERT ALEXANDER,
Major General-Commanding.

Major-General Wm. C. Langfitt,
Chief Engineer, A. E. F.
My dear General Langfitt: :
As the activities of our army in France draw to a close, I desire
to express to you, and through you to the officers, enlisted men an.d
civilian personnel of the Engineer Department, my appreciation of their
loyal and energetic work, which contributed so greatly to our success.
The various units attached to combat troops distinguished them-
selves at all times in the assistance which they rendered. The Divi-
sion of Construction and Forestry, with limited resources at its disposal
and under conditions of extreme severity, more than met the many
demands made upon it. The Department of Light Railways and Roads
furnished the indispensible link between the railheads and the front

lines for the transportation of troops and supplies, and for the evacua-
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tion of sick and wounded. Its record in the construction and operation
of light railways and roads has seldom been equaled.

The many other services of the Engineer Department, connected
with the acquisition and distribution of engineer supplies, particularly
those needed for combat operations, were so conducted that our forces
never lacked for any essential.

The Engineer Department has made a proud record for itself, and
it gives me pleasure to express to you my sincere thanks and admira-
tion, and that of your comrades of the American Expeditionary Forces,
for its splendid achievements.

Sincerely yours,
(Copy) (Signed) JOHN J. PERSHING.

Commanding Officer, 302nd Engineers.

Before definite orders are issued for your regiment to return to the
States, it is my desire that the command be advised that they have met
the conditions imposed by the conflict just concluded in a most satis-
factory manner.

The conduct of your regiment on the Vesle front and the part
played in the pursuit with the infantry, the construction of roads and
bridges between Sept. 3rd and Sept. 12th are all notable achievements.
The conduct of the regiment in the Argonne drive and excellent morale
shown, coupled with the skilled ability displayed, should be a matter
of distinct pride to all soldiers in your organization.

I desire that you and your command know that the services ren-
dered were highly satisfactory and deserve commendation.

(Signed) W. C. LANGFITT,
Major-General, U. S. A.

HEADQUARTERS 77TH DIVISION, AMERICAN E. F.
General Orders No. 23. March 26th, 1919.

1. The following letter received from the Commander-in-Chief of
the American Expeditionary Forces is published for the information of
the command:

AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,
Office of the Commander-in-Chief.
France, March 21, 1919.
Major-General Robert Alexander,
Commanding 77th Division, A. E. F., Sable-sur-Sarthe.
My dear General Alexander:

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you and the officers and
men of the 77th Division my compliments upon their splendid work
while in France.

Arriving in April, 1918, their training with the British was inter-
rupted, and by the end of June the Division was in a uiet part of the
line near Baccarat, thus releasing veteran  divisions for the active
battle. After slightly more than a month’s experience here, it went
into the Oise-Aisne offensive from August 12th until September 16th,
advancing against strong opposition for 12 kilometers from near the
Orcq River, crossing the Vesle, to a position a little west of the Aisne
River. In the Meuse-Argonne offensive in which it took part from
September 26th to October 16th, and from October 31st to November
11th, it had to advance through the exceedingly difficult terrain of the
Argonne Forest. It finally worked its way 22 kilometers to the north
edge of the forest and captured Grand Pre. From November 1st to
November T7th, the division advanced 371% kilometers from the Aire to
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the Meuse, capturing Champigneulle, Buzancy and all towns and
heights on the west of the Meuse within the divisional sector.

It was gratifying to see your troops in such good physical shape,
but still more so to know that the moral tone of all ranks is so high.
I am sure that they will carry this high standard back into whatever
tasks lie before them when they veturn to civil life.

I want the officers and men of the 77th Division to know how much
they have contributed to the success of our Armies. They should go
home justly proud of the gratitude of the Allies with whom they fought
and conscious of the admiration of their fellows throughout the Ameri-
can Expeditionary Forces.

Very sincerely yours,
(Signed) JOHN J. PERSHING.

2. This order will be read to the command at the next formation
after its receipt.

Official: ROBERT ALEXANDER,
LOUIS B. GEROW, Major-General, U. S. Army,
Adjutant General, Commanding.

Division Adjutant.

HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAN EMBARKATION CENTER,

A. P. O. No. 762, American H. F.
April 8, 1919.
From The Chief-of-Staff.
To C. G., 77th Division.
Subject: Inspection of 77th Division.

1. Enclosed herewith is copy of the report of the Inspector Gen-
eral’s Department of this Command on the Inspection of your Division.

2. The Commanding General who is just leaving this command
desires me to express his gratifications at this evidence of a fine spirit
of co-operation, as well as efficiency in the organization.

3. The willingness and ability of an organization to perform its
military duties out of the line with the same enthusiasm and devotion
to duty as characterized its service in active operations, he considers
well worthy of emulation.

GEO. S. SIMONDS, Chief-of-Staff.

HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAN EMBARKATION CENTER, Am. E. F.

Office of the Inspector.
A. P. O. No. 762, April 7, 1919.

From Lieut-Col. Edward B. Mitchell, in charge of Troop Embarkation.
To Inspector, American Embarkation Center, A. P. O. T62.
Subject: Inspection of T77th Division.

1. I report that I have this day finished the inspection of clothing
and equipment of the 77th Division, which I found to be in excellent
condition in every respect. All of our Assistant Inspectors report ex-
cellent condition of clothing and equipment and the uniform and care-
ful maner in which it was arranged was everywhere apparent. KFrom
my own observation I fully concur in their conclusions.

2. All instructions and orders we gave were strictly carried out,
and each organization tried to give us the best inspection. The Gen-
erals commanding the brigades accompanied the inspecting parties,
and each of them was very desirous that his brigade should make the
best appearance. Such interest on their part produced the wvery best
results, and greatly facilitated the work on our part.
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3. The 77th Division occupies a large area, but their schedule
was so excellently arranged that the inspection was finished in three
days. It could have been easily completed in two days, due to the
excellent co-operation of the staff officers of this Division. Two trucks
accompanied the inspecting parties and shortages were made up im-
mediately after the inspection. Their work shows what can be done,
and it is the consensus of opinion of all the inspecting officers that
this inspection was by far the best and most satisfactory that we have
ever made.

(Signed) EDWARD B. MITCHELL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Infantry, Assistant Inspector.
1st Ind.
HEADQUARTERS, AMERICAN EMBARKATION CENTER

Office of the Inspector.
April 8, 1919.
To Commanding General, A. E. C.

1. Forwarded.

2. The spirit of courtesy and emulation that pervades the T7T7th
Division and the efficient and through Dbusiness methods employed,
reflect the highest credit upon its entire personnel.

(Signed) F. T. ARNOLD,
Colonel, Cavalry Inspector.

NEW YORK’S 7T7TH DIVISION MADE GREATEST
WAR GAINS, SAYS MARCH

Washington, May 17.=—New York City troops
made the greatest war gains of any division in the
United States Army in France Chief-of-Staff
March disclosed.

The 77th National Army Division, recruited in
the metropolis, gained 71.5 kllometers, 9.14 per
cent. of all gains made by the American Army.

The 2nd Division, with 60 kilometers; the 42nd,
with 55 kilometers; the 1st, with 51 kilometers;
the 89th, with 48 kilometers, and the 3rd, with 41
kilometers, gained more than 5 per cent. each of
the territory taken by the army.
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