2. Resources

2.1 Introduction

There is unfortunately no single source
 that provides all of the information you will need to consult as you create and modify NACO authority records; many different publications contain various parts of the necessary instructions. You will often need to draw information from a number of different sources as you develop a solution to a problem.

Some publications have what might be considered official standing, in that information and instructions they contain must be considered and followed by NACO participants in all cases. Other publications, while not having such official standing, are nevertheless valuable in gaining an understanding of the manner in which authority records are constructed and the manner in which authority records are used for authority control; these unofficial publications also contain much of interest regarding the application of NACO authority records in a local context.

This section of the PCC authority training guide describes both types of publications: those with official standing, and those without such official standing that have been found to be of particular value in understanding the construction and use of authority records. NACO participants should always be aware of the distinction drawn here between the two categories of resources: NACO participants must always follow instructions found in official sources; they may draw on other resources for guidance, but only to the extent that the final authority record is in accord with recognized NACO practice.

This training guide itself should only be considered an unofficial source of information. Every effort was made to produce a training guide that conforms to instructions in official sources of information. However, nothing in this guide should in itself be taken as the final word in matters of authority control practice. Once training is complete, reference should always be made to the official sources on which this guide is based.

2.2 Cataloging rules

2.2.1 Introduction

Cataloging rules tell us which headings need to be included in bibliographic records, and instruct us how to formulate those headings. The headings constructed according to a body of cataloging rules are recorded, together with information about those headings, in one or more authority records. Cataloging rules also give some guidance in the construction of reference tracings to include in authority records. Because of their general nature, cataloging rules do not cover many of the areas of interest in the construction of authority records.

There is only one official set of cataloging rules used by NACO participants, the most recent edition of the Anglo-American cataloging rules, as amended by the Library of Congress rule interpretations.

2.2.2 Anglo-American cataloging rules

The cataloging rules used by NACO participants for the construction of headings is the second edition of Anglo-American cataloging rules as revised. (In this publication, we’ll call this body of rules ‘AACR2’.) NACO participants use instructions in chapter 21 of AACR2 to identify the headings to use in a bibliographic record; they use instructions in chapters 22-25 of AACR2 to produce the proper form of those headings. NACO participants make information about each of those headings so identified and constructed by creating and making available one or more authority records for each unique heading. AACR2 chapter 26 gives some guidance for the addition of reference tracings to include in authority records.

AACR2 is available in a variety of formats, from a number of different sources. The printed edition is:

Anglo-American cataloguing rules / prepared under the direction of the Joint Steering Committee for Revision of AACR, a committee of the American Library Association ... [et al.]. -- 2nd ed., 2002 revision. -- Ottawa : Canadian Library Association ; Chicago : American Library Association, 2002-

A loose-leaf publication, to be updated annually by replacement pages.

In the United States, order from: http://www.alastore.ala.org (ISBN 083893529X)

In Canada, order from: http://www.cla.ca/marketplace/clabooks.htm (ISBN 0888022999)

In the United Kingdom, order from: http://www.facetpublishing.co.uk/​index.​shtml (ISBN 0856044696)

AACR2 is also available in machine-readable form, which can be licensed from ALA and made available in any convenient manner. Perhaps the most popular of the machine-readable versions of AACR2 is that contained in the Cataloger’s desktop CD-ROM (ISSN 1073-4929) available from the the Cataloging Distribution Service (CDS) of the Library of Congress. This publication integrates AACR2 with the Library of Congress rule interpretations (described below), and includes many of the official and unofficial publications mentioned in these training materials.


Order from: http://lcweb.loc.gov/cds
A CD-ROM, issued quarterly. The CDS Web site also includes Web-based training in the use of this tool.

2.2.3 Library of Congress rule interpretations

Describe its nature.

LCRI is available in a variety of formats, from a number of different sources. The most common are:


Paper (separate publication; also CSB)


Part of the cataloger’s desktop

If possible, the best thing is to get the cataloger’s desktop, which integrates AACR2 and LCRI in a convenient way.

2.3.4 Manuals of AACR2 practice (unofficial)

Canadian AACR2 interpretations. (British parallel to LCRI?)

Others

2.3 MARC authorities format

2.3.1 Introduction

Authority records created by NACO participants are contributed to the shared authority file in a standard format, called the MARC format for authority data. In that it defines a set of tags, indicators and subfields used to label authority information, the MARC authority format may be said to be similar to the MARC format for bibliographic data. However, the particular tags used in authority records are only partially parallel to those used in bibliographic records.

2.3.2 MARC format for authority data

2.3.3 Official guides to understanding and applying the MARC format; includes LC guidelines (former blue pages) and DCM Z1 (former yellow pages) now in Cataloger’s desktop

2.3.4 Other guides to the MARC format

2.4 Guides to authority practice

2.4.1 ‘Official’ guides (I think this is limited to the NACO participants’ manual, right?) with backwards reference to the blue and yellow pages

2.4.2 Unofficial guides to authority practice

2.5 Existing authority and bibliographic files and the part they play

2.5.1 Introduction

Consult for duplication, consistency, information, etc. New authority records eventually contributed to either OCLC or RLIN; corrections to existing authority records made in either OCLC or RLIN. The ‘catalog against which cataloging is done.’ These are all ‘official’ in their way.

2.5.2 LC

2.5.3 OCLC and RLIN

2.6 Sources of information for headings

Do we want some kind of general philosophical statement here about doing research (when and how much) and likely things to try? Use of e-mail to contact sources?  (In other words, are sources used in the construction of headings “resources” that need to be introduced here at least in outline; or does this information go elsewhere?)

� Words such as ‘source’ and ‘publication’ used in this section refer to sources of information in any format. Some sources are available in more than one format; no preference is given to the various formats in which a given source may appear, as long as the format reflects the most current version of the source.





