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Visit our website to learn more about our 
other reprint map titles, and more about our 
large selection of out-of-print books.   
 

  
IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ 

 
ABOUT OUR MAPS: All maps described below 
are black and white reprints of original maps in our 
collection and are printed on fine quality parchment 
stock or heavyweight linen-finish paper.  Unless 
otherwise indicated, each map is 18" X 24".  Prices 
shown are in US dollars.  
 
SHIPPING:  Map orders can be shipped either 
folded in a 9" X 12" envelope or unfolded and 
rolled in a sturdy shipping tube.  
 
Please tell us your choice and add a total shipping 
charge of either $5.00 US (folded) or $7.00 US 
(rolled in tube) to your total order. Note that the 
shipping charge is per order, not per map.   
 
NYS residents must add appropriate sales tax on total 
order, including shipping.  For shipping to Canada, please 
add an additional $2.00 US. 

 

A PERENNIAL FAVORITE ! 
 

(MF 1) Germany Circa 1760. Originally 

published in 1768, this map is one of the most 

remarkably detailed maps of the area we have 

seen. Depicting Germany circa 1760, as well as 

most of Poland, Switzerland, Austria and the 

Netherlands, our reprint is ready for research or 

display. If your roots go back to this part of 

Europe, you will surely want a copy of this large, 

detailed reproduction, with more than 3500 place 

names.                                                          $7.95 

GERMAN AREAS 
 

(XF 11) The German Empire Circa 1875 (2 

maps). This map set of the German Empire 

identifies the major and minor states and 

kingdoms that made up the empire, as well as the 

road systems and major towns in each area. Tiny 

detached territories controlled by one state or 

kingdom but totally surrounded by another are 

identified. Shows the vast Empire stretching from 

the Rhine to Russia.                     The set $12.95 

 

(MF 3) The Rhine from Bodensee to Köln: 

1845. Depicts in remarkable detail the area of the 

Rhine Valley from its source to Köln (Cologne). 

While the greatest detail is shown for the areas 

near the river, the map also shows Württemberg, 

Baden, and the region as far east as Augsburg. A 

profusion of villages on both banks of the Rhine 

is identified and a key to the abbreviations used 

on the map is shown in inset.                     $7.95 

 

(MF 2) The Electorate of Bavaria: 1794. Our  

map of the Electorate of Bavaria shows the area 

in extraordinary detail. Includes the Upper 

Palatinates of Neuburg and Sulzbach, as well as 

parts of Franconia, Swabia, and Austria. 

Hundreds of towns and villages in northeast 

Bavaria are identified.                               $7.95 

 

CENTRAL EUROPE 
 

(MF 8) The East-Central Provinces: 

Bohemia, Moravia and Silesia: 1844. Shows 

the areas to the east of modern day Bavaria and 

Saxony and to the west of the city of Crackow. 

The mountain ranges, roads, internal boundaries 

and railways of the region are detailed as well as 

many small towns and villages.                 $7.95 

 

(MF 9) Hungary : 1774. This map of "Hungary 

and Transylvania, with Croatia and Sclavonia, 

Moldavia and Valakia" is a must for the 

researcher with central or eastern European 

connections. Nearly 1000 place names are 

shown in a large portion of the former Austro-

Hungarian Empire.                                     $7.95 

 

(MF 21) The Austrian Empire: 1875. 

Encompasses the area from Tyrol on the Swiss 

border east to Transylvania and as far south as 

the province of Sclavonia. Provinces, major 

towns and railroad lines are identified.      $7.95 

 

EASTERN EUROPE 
 

(MF 28) Poland: 1799. Entitled A New Map of 

Poland, and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, 

Shewing their Dismemberments and Divisions 

between Austria, Russia, and Prussia, in 1772, 

1793 & 1795, from the Latest Authorities, this 

map shows towns, villages, detached territories, 

internal "palatinates", as well as the division of 

Poland in the late 18th century. Covers the area 

from Poznan in the west to just west of 

Smolensk in the east and south as far as the 

Hungary-Moldavia borders. Good detail for the 

area of Galicia..                                        $7.95 

 

(MF 6) The Prussian Provinces: East Prussia 

and Posen: 1845. This finely detailed map 

portrays East and West Prussia as well as the 

province of Posen. Hundreds of localities are 

shown. There are also three insets on the map: 

one outlines the areas in Europe under Prussian 

control, while the other two are maps of the 

Danzig and Königsberg areas.                   $7.95 

 

(MF 5) Northeast Germany: 1843. Includes 

Brandenburg, Mecklenburg Prussia, and 

Pomerania. Centered upon Berlin, this map 

details the area east of Hamburg and west of 

Danzig south as far as the Kingdom of Saxony. 

Shows many towns and villages, the roads, 

railways, and political boundaries.            $7.95 

 

(MF 38) The Russian Baltic Provinces: 1914.  

First published to illustrate the eastern theatre of 

war, it shows the Baltic area - present day 

Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, northeast Poland 

(north of Lodz and east of Thorn and Danzig) 

and Belarus - in extraordinary detail, identifying 

small towns and villages, railroads, rivers and 

their tributaries. (In French).                  $7.95 

 

IRELAND, ENGLAND, AND 

SCOTLAND 
 

(XF 6) Ireland Circa 1875 (2 sheets). Amazing 

detail, with many villages and some large 

estates. Also shows railways, canals and 

common roads. The two sheets can be dissected 

and mounted to make a large 2' x 3' map.  

                                                  The set: $12.95 

 

(XF 7) England Circa 1875 (2 sheets). 

Counties, villages, and towns are identified in 

both England and Wales, as are the important 

railways and roads. Can be dissected and 

mounted to make a large 2' x 3' map.   

                                                 The set: $12.95 

 

(XF 2) Scotland: 1834 & 1805 (4 maps). 

Depicting all of Scotland in impressive detail 

from the Lowlands to the Hebrides, the 3-map 

set was first published in England in 1834. 

Printed on three 18"x24" sheets, the maps 

represent Scotland in the early 19th century and 

include a table of place name changes. Towns, 

villages, shires and roads are clearly shown. 

Also includes a small 1805 map of Scotland.     

                               The set of 4 maps: $14.95 

 
 
 
PAYMENT:  We accept checks (U.S. 
dollars/U.S. Banks), M.O.s, MasterCard and 
VISA. Please include your card number, expiration 
date and signature when ordering.  Our 24 hour 
faxline for credit card orders is (518) 766- 9181. 
 
CATALOGUES:  We publish hundreds of high-
quality reprint maps and complete descriptions are 
included in our catalogue.  Paper copies of the 
map catalogue are available for 84 cents in stamps.  
 
Sorry, we do not publish a “paper” version of our 
book catalogue. 
 

  
Jonathan Sheppard Books 

Box 2020               Plaza Station 

Albany,  New York  12220 

www.jonathansheppardbooks.com 

Serving Historians and Genealogists since 1977 

A Medley of European Maps 
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NNEEEEDD TTOO CCAATTCCHH UUPP OONN
YYOOUURR BBAACCKK IISSSSUUEESS??

Looking for Year One or Year Two of Internet Genealogy on
CD? Each issue comes as a separate PDF file and you get the

same full color, full size articles as in the printed magazine. The
best part is, you don’t have to worry about storing them!

BEST DEAL! GET BOTH CDS FOR $30

BONUS: INCLUDES A
FREE 56-PAGE ISSUE OF

DISCOVERING FAMILY
HISTORY!

BONUS: INCLUDES
FREE PREVIEW ISSUE
AND 56-PAGE EXTRA

ISSUE!

+

USA Orders Canadian Orders
� Year One (8 issues on CD) at $20 US � Year One (8 issues on CD) at $20 CDN + GST*
� Year Two (6 issues on CD) at $20 US � Year Two (6 issues on CD) at $20 CDN + GST*
� Best Deal! BOTH CDs for $30 US � Best Deal! BOTH CDs for $30 CDN + GST*
Payment by: � Check (enclosed)  Charge my Credit Card: � Visa  �MasterCard
*Residents of NB, NL & NS add HST instead of GST. Ontario residents add 8% PST. Quebec residents add 7.5% QST.
PayPal is accepted on our website (www.internet-genealogy.com).

Card Number____________________________________________ Expiry Date _____ /_______

Signature_______________________________________________
Note: Your credit card charge will appear as MAGAZIN 888-326-2476. 

First Name_________________________________  Last Name ________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________ City_____________________ 

State/Prov. _________  Zip/Postal Code __________ Phone Number__________________________  GST# 139340186 RT

Please allow three to six weeks for delivery.

IG15

$20
EACH

INCLUDES

SHIPPING! 

YEAR ONE YEAR TWO

•Phone Toll-Free 1-888-326-2476. Please have your Visa or MasterCard ready.
•Mail to Internet Genealogy, PO Box 194, Niagara Falls, NY 14304 (from USA)

Internet Genealogy, 500-505 Consumers Rd, Toronto, ON M2J 4V8
(from Canada)
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The editors of Internet Genealogy love to hear from you, the reader.
When we attend or exhibit at conventions, we have dozens of people
who come up to us to comment on the magazine. 

Almost all the comments are kind; these are nice to hear, but the
most useful feedback is critical comments, remarks about specific 
articles and ideas for future issues. 

We don’t want you to wait until you see us in person. Let us
know how we are doing; we really do read all your comments! 

Send your e-mails to feedback@internet-genealogy.com. 

INTERNET GENEALOGY FEEDBACK

MILITARY
PHOTOGRAPHS PROJECT
I am pleased to announce that
Internet Genealogy, along with our
sister publications, Family Chronicle
and Discovering Family History, is
planning another book in our 
successful Dating Old Photographs
series tentatively titled Dating Old
Military Photographs. We expect
this new book will be ready in
early 2009. In the past, our readers
have been an integral part of the
Dating Old Photographs and More
Dating Old Photographs books with
their contributions of pictures of
known date. Again we are inviting
readers to submit only photographs
of military personnel in uniform
from the period dating from the Mexican-American War up to, and
including, World War I. Civil War photos are also included in this
project. The photo(s) do not have to be of an American soldier, but
should contain sufficient information, including the unit with which
they served. Anyone submitting a photo that is published will receive
a maximum of two complimentary copies of the book at the time of
publication. 

Photos should be scanned and saved in JPEG format at a mini-
mum of 200 dpi. Please include your complete name and address
with your entries. Limit e-mail attachments to two or three images
per message. For complete information on how to submit photos,
visit our website at http://internet-genealogy.com/militaryphotos.htm.

HALIFAX COUNTY, BOOKS OF REMEMBERANCE
The Halifax Public Libraries (Nova Scotia, Canada) has announced
the launch of the online Halifax County, Books of Remembrance. If you
are searching for family members who died in WWI, WWII or the
Korean War, have a look at their online Books of Remembrance, two
handmade and hand-illustrated lists commemorating those who lost
their lives during the wars.

It can be found at www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca/content/view/30/50/.
Scroll down to Digital Collections and click on the link “Books of
Remembrance”.

You can search by surname, rank, regiment or cause of death
(for WWI). You can also print out a full-color copy by clicking on the
“print page” icon underneath the page display. The site also features
a magnifier for easier viewing.

Ed Zapletal, Editor
edward@moorshead.com
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INTERNET GENEALOGY LOOKS AT WEBSITES AND RELATED NEWS THAT ARE SURE TO BE OF INTEREST

NNeett  NNootteess

FAMILYRELATIVES has expanded its offerings!
Previously, I have always known this website as a
source for UK records, but it now has US records, the
ability for you to create an online family tree, a social
networking component and so much more!

Let’s start with the UK records. Though you have
some search capabilities when not a member, to fully
access these records, you have the option of a mem-
bership ($75 US) or pay per view (ranging from $9.75
to $23.50 US). I recommend the latter if your needs
are specific and limited.

• Official GRO Birth, Death, Marriage Indexes,
1837-2005

• Overseas Birth, Death, Marriage Indexes, 1761-
1994 (these can be browsed and viewed for free)

• WWI — Army, Royal Navy, 1914-1918 
• Soldiers who died in the Great War, 1914-1921 
• WWII — Army, Royal Navy, Royal Air Force,

1939-1948 
• Parish records, more than 1,500 parishes 1538-

1837 
Note that you can always quickly tell whether

you are accessing the available record or one that is
part of the subscription/pay per view services. For
the latter, if you are not authorized to access the
information, your search results will typically list rel-
evant names and no further details and you won’t be
able to “view” the associated image.

For the Official GRO indices, a nice feature is the
inclusion of fully transcribed records for 1866-1920
and 1984-2005 and the ability to fully search the
indices. Historically, the GRO indices only allowed

you to search on the first three letters of a surname,
necessitating finding your person manually in the
indices to then identify the specific birth/marriage/
death record needed. Additionally, the search func-
tion includes features like “Marriage Match”,
“Maiden Name” and “Age at Death” to help more
quickly and accurately narrow your search.

Recent additions include 1830s Pigot’s Historical
Occupational Trade Directories for 27 Counties and
coming soon are census records for England and
Wales, and school registers.

You also have access to select US records for free.
Note that these records are available elsewhere on
the Internet though, in various locations.

• Irish Immigration records, 1846-1850 
• Social Security Death Index 
• California Births (1905-1995) and Deaths 
• Texas Marriages and Divorces
• Maine Marriages and Deaths
• WWII — Enlistment and Prisoners of War records
• Korean War — Prisoners of War and Casualties

And don’t forget to try out the ability to create
(and share) an online family tree, as well as the vari-
ous social networking options now available. Related
to these two newer options are features where you
can add a comment to any transcribed record and
become part of history. You can also explore an Age
Distribution map for England and Wales. You select a
period, type in your surname and find out in which
county your ancestors lived the longest. It appears
that for the surname Richard, I could live to 103 in
West Sussex! — DIANE L. RICHARD

THE SALEM WITCH Trials have always been fascinating
to me. My first exposure to them was the play “The
Crucible”, as one of those required high school read-
ing assignments! Then, as I pursued
my genealogy, another link was made
when I learned that my father was
born in Salem, Massachusetts,
(though more than 200 years after the
witch trials occurred).

Now, the website Bloodlines of
Salem has come online as a place where
visitors can share ideas and informa-
tion about the Salem Witch Trials of
1692, its participants and their families. 

Although the trials unfolded more than three
centuries ago, they continue to feature in the studies
of history, law and religion. 

Many have researched and proved descents from
one or more of the participants. The purpose is not
only to share lineages and to celebrate their memo-

ries, but to examine the mysteries that
continue to fascinate new generations
of their families and the public.

The history page, www.bloodlinesof
salem.org/HISTORY.HTM, is the one
most directly applicable to genealo-
gists — in addition to a timeline and
an overview of daily life, there is also
a list of participants, such as officials,
plaintiffs and defendants.

Whether you have an ancestral con-
nection to this period in Salem’s history or a fascination
with it, this website informs and reminds us of this con-
troversial historical period. — DIANE L. RICHARD

FAMILYRELATIVES
www.familyrelatives.com  

BLOODLINES OF SALEM
www.bloodlinesofsalem.org/
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DO YOU NEED a respite from your genealogical
research? Head over to Purpose Games for a fun yet
educational break. The games at Purpose Games are
not only enjoyable, but they might teach you a thing
or two about the world in which your ancestors
lived.

Just how well do you know the history and geog-
raphy of your ancestors’ world? Try your luck at
these fascinating quizzes and find out. Test your
knowledge of your ancestors’ lives and countries
with quizzes, such as “The Countries of Europe
1914”, “United States 1823-1845” and “Black Death
Places”. If you have traced your ancestry back to the
17th century, you’ll enjoy “The Countries of Europe
1648”; Saxony, Brandenburg, Wallachia and
Transylvania are alive and well in this quiz. 

There are many quizzes in the History and
Geography categories that cover nearly every time
period and every region of the world. There are also
Linguistics quizzes if you want help learning your
ancestors’ language, and Entertainment, People or
Sports quizzes if you just want to have some fun or
hone your pop culture trivia.

One of the interesting things about this site is the
ability to create your own quiz. With free registration
to the site, you can create a quiz or game about any-
thing using multiple choice, maps or photos. There is
also a community message board if you need help
with your creation.

One thing is certain — history and geogra-
phy were never this much fun when I was in
school! — DONNA J. POINTKOUSKI

SHADES OF THE DEPARTED is a great new blog by long-
time genealogy blogger “footnoteMaven” (www.foot
notemaven.com). The unique blog name comes from a
comment in a magazine from Adam Bodardus in
1894. He noted that a photographer was frustrated by
people who never picked up their prints after order-
ing, so he hung up the portraits in the window with
the sign “Shades of the
Departed”. The focus of
Shades of the Departed is
photography, but since most
of the articles relate to
research techniques and
genealogy, it deserves a men-
tion here.

The author is a photo-
graph collector and genealo-
gist whose grandfather
worked with the famous
photographer-traveler Burton
Holmes. Shades of the
Departed takes a unique and
refreshing look at photo-
graphy with several recurring
weekly columns. Each week,
there is a “Photo of the Week”
that highlights a special find in
the author’s collection. But the
“Photo of the Week” is more than just a photo! Each
image is analyzed to determine what can be learned
about both the photographer and the person sitting for
the photo. Since all research sources are expertly docu-
mented, these photo mysteries can serve as a tool for
your own research. At least one of the mysteries was
solved online, and the photo was returned to the
descendants of the person pictured in it.

“Twice Told Tuesday” columns offer reprinted

articles from vintage photography magazines and
books that offer an interesting glimpse into the past.
Readers have learned about such varied topics as
how to photograph children from an 1877 article and
what you can and cannot photograph in an English
court of law from a 1926 article.

“Web Wandering Wednesday” and “Many
Things Thursday” columns
offer miscellaneous but quite
fascinating finds, such as
books, websites or blog posts.

One of the popular recur-
ring features on Shades of the
Departed is “Friday from the
Collectors”. Each Friday, a
guest columnist writes about
various aspects of photo-
graphy and how it relates to,
or enhances, genealogical
research. Examples include
an article by professional
photographer George Geder
on “Why Photo Restoration is
Important” and one from
genealogy blogger and pro-
fessional graphic artist Jasia
on “Digital Scrapbooking for
Genealogists”. One of the

more intriguing titles for a guest blog post came from
lawyer and genealogy blogger Craig Manson. His
article, “Oscar Wilde, Sonny Bono, and the Naked
Orphans”, discussed copyright issues with old family
photographs.

Whether your interest is photography, vintage
fashion or furniture, history, genealogy or solving
mystery photo puzzles, Shades of the Departed will
not disappoint. — DONNA J. POINTKOUSKI

IG

SHADES OF THE DEPARTED
www.shadesofthedeparted.com

PURPOSE GAMES
www.purposegames.com
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NNEEEEDD HHEELLPP DDAATTIINNGG YYOOUURR
OOLLDD PPHHOOTTOOGGRRAAPPHHSS??

Dating Old Photographs contains more than 650 dated images, from the 1840s to the 1920s. By
comparing your unknown pictures to those in our book, you will be able to compare clothing and hair
fashions, the poses adopted by the subject and the background settings.

More Dating Old Photographs is an all-new 120-page softcover book that features 700 new examples
of dated photographs from 1840-1929, an illustrated introduction by renowned old-photograph expert
and best-selling author Maureen Taylor and additional sections on hand-tinted and unusual photographs.

You’ve almost certainly faced the problem: You’ve got an
album or box of old photographs, but almost all of them
lack any identification. We have a solution: Here are two

excellent reference books on dating old photographs.
Order individually, or together for one special low price! 

Get Both 
Books For

$22!
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• Phone Toll-Free 1-888-326-2476 extension 111. Please have your VISA or MasterCard ready. • Mail this order form to the appropriate address located below.
• Fax this order form to 416-491-3996. Please ensure your credit card information is filled out. • Visit our website at www.familychronicle..com

❑ Dating Old Photographs $12
❑ More Dating Old Photographs $16
❑ Two book bundle $22

Payment by: ❑ Check (enclosed) Credit Card ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard 

Card Number: ____________________________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________
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WE EXCERPTED A FEW INTERNET-RELATED BRICKWALL SOLUTIONS FROM OUR BEST-SELLING BOOK

THERE’S NO DENYING the impact the
World Wide Web has had on
genealogy and the way we con-
duct our research. With everything
from census records and old news-
papers to passenger lists and pen-
sion applications online, the days
of sifting through reams of dusty
paper records are becoming
increasingly rare.

With the success of our
Brickwall Solutions books (500
Brickwall Solutions and More
Brickwall Solutions), we decided to
highlight a few that were Internet-
related, in hopes that they might
serve as inspiration and possibly
help you to scale that pesky brick-
wall you’ve been struggling with
for the last few years. At the very
least, they make for some fascinat-
ing, if not inspirational, reading!
Good Luck!

SWITCHBOARD.COM
My major as yet undemolished 40-
year-old brickwall is proving the
circumstances and ancestry of my
great-grandfather David Freimeir
Crampton (1842-1912). At the
same time, my branch of the fami-
ly had lost contact with the family

of Helen Mary Kyner, David’s
wife and my great-grandmother
(born in 1848 in Anderson, IN,
died on 8 February 1875 in
Norfolk, NB). After Mary died, at
age 27, David abandoned his three
children, including my grand-
mother, and took off for the mines
in Colorado. Family contact
between the Sleepers and the
Kyners had virtually disappeared
in the intervening 125 years. 

In the summer of 2003, I was
re-reading the now-out-of-print
autobiography of my grandmoth-
er’s uncle James Henry Kyner,
called End of Track, a volume as
notable for what it does not say as
for the information it reveals.
After reading the book, I did a
Google search on the married
name of James Kyner’s daughter,
whom I had met nearly 40 years
previously. She had been living in
her father’s historic home in a
Washington, D.C. suburb. Her
name showed up, though many
years deceased, in the municipal
website of the town where she had
been mayor. However, more inter-
estingly, mention was made that
her daughter, who shared her

given name, had succeeded her as
mayor.

The daughter has an uncom-
mon married surname, which I
entered into Switchboard.com
with only the qualifier of “MD”.
That turned up a listing in St.
Leonards, MD with a telephone
number. A call connected me with
a very friendly second-cousin
once-removed who ultimately fur-
nished me with a CD connecting
more than 500 Kyner cousins. My
cousin and I have established a
cordial relationship and I have the
pleasant task of getting to know
many new relatives. — Richard
Sleeper, OR

IN SEARCH OF SALVATION
The year before my Grandmother
Gladys died, I wrote to her asking
her to write down for me every-
thing she knew about our family
history. My grandmother was the
family historian and I think she
passed that onto me.
Unfortunately, we had a continent
between us and I hardly knew
anything about her side of the
family. She wrote me a detailed
double-sided, five-page letter. It

BBRRIICCKKWWAALLLL SSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS::
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was a wealth of information and
I’d recommend that everyone
should have such a document. But
that is not my story!

Although the information was
great, it didn’t contain many
dates. I had gathered more data
over the years with the help of
that letter, but there were a few
things missing. I had all my
grandmother’s siblings’ vital sta-
tistics except for her youngest sis-
ter, Irene.

When my grandmother died,
my father brought home a box of
mementoes, including a letter
from a cousin written to the family
upon my grandmother’s death. It
was a nice letter about his memo-
ries of my grandmother and about
how the family joined the
Salvation Army. I put the letter in
my files and, for the most part,
forgot about it. Years later, while
trying to find any overlooked
clues, I realized this cousin was
the son of Irene. I noticed that
the letter was written on
Salvation Army letter-
head in Ontario and
that cousin Earl
was a Lieut-
Colonel.

It was a
long shot but I con-
tacted the Ontario branch where
he had been located at the time
through their website. No reply. 
I then went to the National
Salvation Army website, 
www.salvationarmy.ca, where I
found that he had been appointed
to an important position in the
International Headquarters. I
thought it should be easy to find
him now! However, I only found a
couple of articles written by him
and his wife on the international
site. As a last resort, I left a mes-
sage on the message board asking
if anyone knew how to contact
him. 

A few days later, I received a
message from a lady who said he
had retired but lived in Canada
and she had his phone number.
But the phone number was incor-
rect. Now it was Christmastime,
so I gave up the search for a while.

In January, I went through my
notes again and decided to try
something else. I put his name

into Canada411.com. There were a
lot of people with the same name.
When I looked closer at the phone
numbers, I saw that one of them
was identical to the one I had been
given except the area code was off
by one number! It had to be him!
His address was also included so I
wrote a letter explaining who I
was and included a family group
sheet and my e-mail address. 

A few weeks later, I received
an e-mail message from cousin
Earl. He gave me a lot of informa-
tion about his mother, including

some surprising information I
never would have gotten had I not
found him. — Christina MacLean,
Nova Scotia

CAST A WIDE ‘NET
I frequently use multi-component
Internet tools to help me move
beyond brickwalls. The following
online tools are not new but they
have now been around long
enough to become more useful.

I am regularly contacted by
Britons seeking their lost
Canadian cousins (and a good
excuse to visit Canada). 

“Great-uncle Fred left for
Canada before the war. He started
a family in North America, but
contact has since been lost.”

And, I have used these online
tools for other challenges. The sec-
ond- and third-cousins of my
grand-parents are passing away. If
I could identify and contact the
surviving family members of these
older cousins, I might contact that
presently unknown distant cousin
who has inherited that crucial
piece of family-history informa-
tion.

How do I find these lost
Canadian cousins?

The first tool is a site main-
tained by RootsWeb.com, where
you can search the archives of the
Obituary Daily Times. This simple
search engine requires a keyword
which should be a name and/or a
place. The resulting entries
include the following information,
if supplied: Full name of deceased
(including maiden name); age;
place of birth; place of death;
newspaper title and date of publi-
cation. 

Not all American and
Canadian newspapers are being
voluntarily indexed on this web-
site. Nevertheless, coverage is
impressive. The best coverage is
for deaths after 1996.

With the information
described above, I can then gain
access to the actual obituary by
visiting newspaper repositories,
such as the National Library of
Canada. In many cases, the rele-
vant newspaper is published
online. In a few cases, you will
encounter online obituaries
archives.

This brings me to the second
part of my online tools. Since May
2002, many Canadian newspapers
have maintained fully indexed,
full-text online obituaries archives.
Visit newspapers such as the
Ottawa Citizen, the Toronto Star, the
Montreal Gazette, the Calgary
Herald and the Vancouver Sun.

Using the search engines for
the aforementioned newspapers, I
recommend that you use only a
single keyword. If you know that
Grandma’s cousin was survived
by an adult child who has a rela-
tively rare given name, I suggest
that you use that rare name as
your keyword search.

At the time of this writing,
such sites required no fees to

IInntteerrnneett  BBrriicckkwwaallll  SSoolluuttiioonnss
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access. However, this could change
at any time. Other newspapers,
such as The Evening Telegram in St.
John’s and The Toronto Star, pro-
vide no-fee full-text obituaries for
recent burials. To gain access to
their archives, modest fees are
charged.

With such easy access to full-
text obituaries, I can then match
the obituary details concerning
surviving family members with
information provided in telephone
or city directories and soon contact
those previously lost Canadian
cousins. — David Agar, ON

BIG CITY SYNDROME
Many genealogists encounter a
brickwall when they have to
research large cities that may be
partially indexed on the Internet. It
goes without saying that the area
you need in that big city won’t be
indexed. I personally deal with
this problem for Detroit, MI and
Brooklyn, NY for 1900 to 1930.
As an example,
Brooklyn boasts more
than 1,600 enumera-
tion districts in 1920
and the city gets larg-
er every census year.
You know your family
is in there, but the
indexing project on the
Internet is such a slow
process that you want to
pull out your hair. For the
earlier years, your FHC
may have the indexes in
book form and you can copy
the pages. But what if you aren’t
sure of the surname spelling or
what if it’s a very common name,
such as my grandfather, William
Carpenter. If you are lucky to find
an index book, either of those
predicaments can mean copying a
whole lot of pages. 

There is an easier way and you
can conquer this problem from
home. 

I subscribe to Ancestry.com’s
Images Online, which is fairly
good with the census years, except
at the time, 1900 wasn’t indexed,
1910 was partially indexed but
none of it was linked to images of
the census pages, and a large part
of 1920 had also not been indexed.
Today, they are all indexed and

linked to images. I covered some
of the incomplete decades by also
subscribing to Genealogy.com so I
can view their collection of US cen-
sus pages for 1900, 1910, 1920 and
1930, which are nicely linked.
Usually these two websites will
give me the census pages I need
but, on occasion, the person I seek
won’t be listed in either website
and, based on the city I am search-
ing, it’s pretty safe to assume that
it’s the dreaded big city syndrome,
as I call it. 

To get around this pesky brick-
wall:

Census pages and directories
can give addresses for your family.
I use the address closest to the cen-
sus era I need. I then find a street
map of the large city. You can use
Mapquest.com because many
addresses may still be in existence
and Mapquest will pinpoint those
exact address locations for you, or
you can be a little more creative. I

got lucky and found a street map
of Detroit for 1898 on eBay,
www.ebay.com, for $8. This older
map will correlate better with the
enumeration district descriptions.
Once I obtain my map, I find the
street that I need. Then I go into
Ancestry.com and read all the
descriptions of the enumeration
districts in my large city. Using my
map as street coordinates, I narrow
down the enumeration district(s)
that I need and that is where I will
spend my time searching. Don’t be
daunted by thinking that you don’t
have the patience to read all the
enumeration district descriptions.
If you find the right coordinates,
you won’t need to read any further.
For the enumeration districts with-
out a description, I recommend

going into each one until you
obtain three street names. Armed
with your map, three street names
are all you should need to ascertain
whether it’s close to where you
want to be or move on to the next
one. This will eliminate the need to
know the spelling of the surname
and common names, such as
Carpenter, aren’t an issue either. It
takes patience but it consistently
helps me climb my big city brick-
walls! — Kate Sprague, CA

HOW I FOUND MY WIFE’S
GRANDFATHER IN THE 1930 US
CENSUS
My wife’s grandfather, Benjamin
Trotman, immigrated to the US in
1905 (according to the 1920 census,
1915 according to his son). Because
he died when my wife was very
young and he lived on the east
coast and my wife’s family lived
on the west coast, she knew very
little about him. Conversations

with my wife’s father before
he died indicated the

family lived either in
Philadelphia, PA or

Atlantic City, NJ in
1930, but conven-
tional searches on
Ancestry.com’s 1930

federal census turned
up nothing. Every

alternative spelling I
could conceive (including

Tortman, which is how I
found Benjamin’s brother

Isadore in the 1920 census)
met with the same negative
results. Soundex searches were the
same. I had started a manual
search, but without an address, in
Philadelphia, even in 1930, was
just too large to tackle this way.

I decided some more research
was in order and checked the 1929
Philadelphia city directory (there
was none available for 1930) and
the 1931 Atlantic City Directory at
my local FHC. Benjamin was in
both so I started with his
Philadelphia address first. I went
to Mapquest.com and got a map of
the area surrounding Ben’s
address. Then I went to Steve
Morse’s website, www.stevemorse
.org, for obtaining enumeration
districts for censuses.

Unfortunately, this gave me

IInntteerrnneett  BBrriicckkwwaallll  SSoolluuttiioonnss
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four enumeration districts.
However, that significantly nar-
rowed my manual search.

Now came the really hard part
— searching each page first for the
street, then the address. Ben’s
street was not the one that the enu-
merator walked from one end to
the other; his was the one that was
crossed back and forth many times
during the enumeration. About
halfway through the second enu-
meration district, I found Ben and
his family, at the address from the
1929 city directory. Looking at the
image, the name appeared to have
been written Torman, with a T
placed later between the R and M.
I knew that I had checked for the
name Tortman and that had not
come up. At least, I had finally
found Benjamin.

Not one to let success get in
my way, I was determined to find
out how the name had been
indexed. I went back to the search
screen and filled in the first name,
state, city, age and place of birth
and came up with 32 Benjamins,
aged 52, born in Russia and living
in Philadelphia. A quick scan of
the two pages of search results
turned up only two Benjamins
whose last names started with T. I
clicked on the first, Talman, and
there he was.

All in all, I spent about six
hours over a couple of weeks on
all the pieces that I had to put
together to find Benjamin. Since I
had been looking for over a year, I
just wished I had thought of this
approach earlier. While difficult, it
was well worth the effort and I
recommend it as an approach if
you are pretty sure you know the
city your ancestor or relative lived
in 1930, but you get no results
using conventional, alternative
spellings or Soundex searches.
Happy hunting! — Gerald
Mitchell, CA

NETWORKING ON THE ‘NET
I began my genealogical quest for
my maternal (Hawley) ancestors
back in the late 1950s. My grand-
mother told me that my great-
grandfather’s name was Leon and
my great-grandmother’s name was
Inez. Grandma told me that the
family “never spoke to each

other”. She had nothing more to
tell me other than Leon married a
second time to a woman named
“Oga”. They lived in Hesperia,
Michigan and after Inez died, he
moved to Lorrain, Ohio. That was
about all I knew, and since I was in
my early twenties, I dropped the
quest for that ancestor for the next
30 years.

While living in Boston in the
mid 1980s, to further my curiosity,
I visited the Waltham, MA branch
of the National Archives. I found
Leon in the 1880 census living at
home with his father, Dr. Henry
Hawley and his mother, Clarissa. I
later discovered there were 13 chil-
dren from that marriage. My inter-
est was re-kindled! My new goal
and subsequent hobby was to find
as much as I could about Henry
and Clarissa, Oga and the children.

I had the names of the chil-
dren: Sara, Maria, Eugenia,
Orlando, Orvilla, Milo, Oril, Leon,
Glenn, Ned, Zeno, Isis and
Blanche. I knew that Henry and
Clarissa were born in New York. I
contacted a cousin in Cleveland
who sent me a family tree that

showed some of the names, but
more important, showed that
Henry Charles Hawley came from
Schuyerville, (Shodack),
Renssalaer County, New York.

I sent query letters to genealo-
gy societies in Renssalaer County,
New York and was informed that
there were no records. The Hawley
Society had no information. So I
went to the Internet and began to
search. And I hit pay dirt. Since
then, I have found cousins
descended from all but three of my
great-grandfather’s siblings. A
cousin in Lorrain, Ohio gave me
information about my great-grand-
father’s second wife, Oga: Her
name was Ogaretta and there were
three children from that second
marriage. I have been in contact
with that part of the family. I now
have copies of photos of my ances-
tors. One in particular is a photo
taken in front of the Dr. Henry C.
Hawley home in Hesperia, MI.
Standing there, in a beard, is my
great-great-grandfather. Another
picture is of nine of the 13 children
of Henry and Clarissa. But my
prized photo, which I got from a
newly discovered cousin, was of
my great-grandparents, Leon and
Inez, with two of their children,
my grandfather and my aunt
Grace.

About five years ago, I discov-
ered, again via the Internet, that
my great-great grandfather, Dr.
Henry Hawley had three siblings:
Sarah, John and Koert. I also veri-
fied that his father’s name was
Charles Henry Hawley.

Just the other day, while
searching through message boards
on GenWeb, I found a message
from a descendant of Koert. She
lives in New Zealand. We’ve been
in contact via e-mail and I now
have a photo of Koert in his Civil
War uniform.

I have many more brickwalls
to hurdle in the years ahead, but
they are getting to be fewer and
fewer thanks to the power of the
Internet. But, most of all, there are
many people who volunteer their
time to look up information. It is
primarily because of their help
that I have narrowed down my
quest. — Glen Hawley
Carlson, MI

500 Brickwall Solutions to
Genealogy Problems and More

Brickwall Solutions to
Genealogy Problems, shown

above, are available through the
Internet Genealogy website at
www.internet-genealogy.com
or by calling (toll free) 1-888-

326-2476.

IG
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Every genealogist or family
historian encounters a brickwall or a
seemingly insurmountable obstacle
in their research, such as a missing
gravestone, inexplicable census
omission or unconfirmed marriage.

Internet Genealogy has two great books on the subject of genealogical brickwalls: 500
Brickwall Solutions to Genealogy Problems and our newest book, More Brickwall
Solutions to Genealogy Problems. 

500 Brickwall Solutions to Genealogy Problems contains more than 500 stories
submitted by Family Chronicle readers in a beautiful softcover, 432-page edition. Now in its
third printing.

More Brickwall Solutions to Genealogy Problems contains over 170 new brickwall solutions, packed with
even more informative thinking and unorthodox research techniques. This softcover, 192-page volume contains
over 100 black and white photographs and illustrations.
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ON TUESDAY, 31 January 1935, nine
people met around a table on the
mezzanine of the Davenport Hotel
in downtown Spokane,
Washington, to form the Eastern
Washington Genealogical Society.
Mary Elizabeth Dow Maltbie, then
in her 60s, conducted the meeting.
After three years of planning,
EWGS was born. Two goals of the
new society were to create interest
in genealogical and historical
research and to assist
members in search-
ing for their own
ancestral lines. Dues
were set at 50 cents. 

EWGS has come
a long way since
1935, but we have
never lost sight of
those goals. We have
partnered with the
Spokane Public Library to house
our very large and continually
growing collection of genealogical
research materials. Through the
years, the membership has grown
steadily to nearly 350 and we regu-
larly get 100 or more at our month-
ly meetings. We have twice hosted
the state conference and will again
in 2009.

How do we do this? How has
EWGS survived nearly 75 years?
And not only survived, but
thrived? When other genealogical
societies all around us are failing,
how have we succeeded?

Three main things have
ensured the health of EWGS: our
members come first, we strive to
keep them involved and we strive
to be current. And for the last
decade or so, we have actively
used the Internet to help meet our
goals. 

Here are some of the things
that the EWGS offers to members
to keep them interested, educated
and in a participating frame of
mind:
� We have regular monthly meet-
ings at a set time and place that
are well publicized on our website.

� Our president never fails to rec-
ognize and introduce new and
prospective members at our meet-
ings and to give them time to
share their principle surnames of
research. 
� We have a great webmaster
who keeps our website up-to-date. 
� We have a vibrant 13-member
board to share the work. 
� We have a terrific and knowl-
edgeable person in charge of our

local research committee. 
� We have an online members-
only EWGS mailing list... anyone
subscribed can post tidbits and
news to everybody else.
� We have an award-winning
quarterly publication, the Bulletin,
that carries information useful to
local members plus locally extract-
ed records for our away members. 
� We hold monthly computer
classes in the Gates Computer Lab
in the Spokane Public Library. We
do not charge for these classes, but
attendees must be EWGS mem-
bers. 
� We schedule “old fashioned”
genealogy classes for members
and are always sharing brickwall
solutions and suggestions. 
� We hold a Spring Seminar
every year and a Workshop in the
fall that alternates having a one-
speaker day with a day featuring
multi-speakers. 
� We have a blog and a dynamic
blogmeister.
� We do local events, both for the
camaraderie and for the service.
We have done shifts at the local
public television station on their
pledge drives and we have

manned a booth at the annual
interstate fair. 
� Our members are asked regu-
larly to be the program speaker at
smaller genealogical societies with-
in a 300-mile radius. 

The first secret to the nearly 75
years of life for the EWGS lies with
the membership. By having far-
sighted folks on the board, EWGS
has, for at least the last 30 years,
been continually presenting oppor-

tunities to and push-
ing the members
along with their
research. We regular-
ly have dozens of
volunteer opportuni-
ties. We strongly
believe that old
adage that nobody
can do everything
but everybody can do

something. And it starts at the top.
EWGS has a working, involved
and visible Board. Instead of a
group of six or seven doing every-
thing, we have a core group of
about 50 who keep everything
going. 

The second secret to the suc-
cess of EWGS is that today, every-
body knows that the Internet is the
biggest and best tool we have in
our genealogical pursuits. EWGS
has embraced this technology and
is continually teaching it to mem-
bers in various ways. 

If you feel your genealogical
society is not as vibrant as it could
be, or as it used to be, think
“involvement” and think
“Internet”. Get projects going to
involve members and show them
the world via the Internet and
your society will be on its way to
your centennial. 

Check out our Eastern
Washington Genealogical Society
website at www.rootsweb.ancestry
.com/~waewgs. From there you can
check out our blog, our mailing list
and see all the reasons why EWGS
is quite alive and thriving after
nearly 75 years!

EE..WW..GG..SS.. aatt  7755::
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IN THE OLD Musselman family
Bible, wedged deep between the
pages was the tiniest sliver of an
old newspaper clipping. It only
measured half an inch by two
inches and contained just 30
words. Nevertheless, it spoke vol-
umes. It reads:

DAMMANN,—On Tuesday
morning, 18th instant, at ten
o’clock, MARY VIRGINIA, in
the 21st year of her age, third
daughter of Dr. L. H. and the late
Elizabeth Dammann.

There was no year listed
on the clipping and no loca-
tion, nothing to assist in iden-
tifying this individual. It had
to be a young lady loved by
the Musselman family to be so
safely placed in the Bible and
remaining there for unknown
decades. 

The family story was that
a second-great-grandaunt,
Elizabeth Musselman, may
have married a Dr. Dammann
and had a daughter. In the
Musselman family Bible
record, only one Elizabeth was
named, born on 6 January
1810 to Henry and Sarah
Musselman, the eldest known
ancestors of that branch. In
the record was also Elizabeth’s
death date of 14 February
1901. There was no mention of
a husband or a married sur-
name. However, the
Dammann story was worth
looking into. 

In trying to solve this
mystery, a good starting point
was to investigate who the
individuals were listed in the
clipping with the surname of
Dammann. First, I checked the US
census records for Maryland and
Pennsylvania using Ancestry.com
since that was where the majority
of the Musselmans settled.

In the 1850 census, nothing
was located in Pennsylvania, but a
listing for “L.H. Damman”, a
physician, was found in Baltimore,
Maryland. In the household was
his wife, Elizabeth, age 31 and
three children (one of which was

named Virginia, age two). Next
the census for 1860 was reviewed
and the same surname spelling
was used as in 1850. In the house-
hold, besides the doctor, was his
wife, Ann E. Damman, age 37 and
six children, including Virginia
now age 11. (It wasn’t uncommon
for women to alter their age when

reporting to the census taker, so
the age difference was not that
unusual.)

By the 1870 census, the family
was still living in Baltimore, show-
ing the doctor’s name as “Lewis
Dammon”, with five daughters,
but there was no information for a
wife or Virginia. However,
Virginia would have been about
21 years old in 1870. The news-
paper clipping stated she died “in

the 21st year of her age” and her
mother was the “late Elizabeth
Dammann”. So, if these were the
same family in question, Mary
Virginia and her mother had both
passed away by the June 1870 cen-
sus. With various epidemics
throughout the 1800s, any could
have taken the lives of mother and

daughter. Researching 19th-
century epidemics at
http://mdhistoryonline.net/md
medicine/cfm/dsp_epidemics.cfm,
I found large outbreaks of
typhus, scarlet fever, typhoid
and yellow fever in the
Baltimore region.

Examining obituaries for
Baltimore from 1868 to 1870, I
used the Enoch Pratt Free
Library, contacting them
through their website,
http://www.prattlibrary.org/.
Copies ordered of the 
obituaries revealed a news-
paper death notice for
Elizabeth Dammann in the
Baltimore American newspaper
for 22 May 1869, stating that
“on May 20th, Annie
Elizabeth, wife of Dr. Louis
Dammann, died in her 50th
year”. So with that informa-
tion, there was no way
Elizabeth Musselman, from
the Musselman family
records, was the wife of L.H.
Dammann of Baltimore.
Elizabeth Musselman’s death
record from the Bible showed
she died on 14 February 1901.
However, were these
Dammanns related to the
Musselmans?

The marriage date for
Annie Elizabeth and Lewis

Dammann was needed along with
her maiden name. Using the
International Genealogical Index
(IGI) at my local Family History
Center (also available on their
website, http://www.familysearch.org/)
the name Louis/Lewis H.
Dammann was located and his
spouse’s name appeared, Ann
Elizabeth Huster. They were mar-
ried on 3 April 1843 in Maryland.
The surname Huster was listed in

Top: The 1850 US census showing the Dammann
family in Baltimore, Maryland.

Middle: The 1860 US census showing the Dammann
family in Baltimore, Maryland.

Bottom: The 1870 US census showing the Dammann
family in Baltimore, Maryland.

(US census images from Ancestry.com database.)

WWhhoo  WWaass  MMaarryy  VViirrggiinniiaa??
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the Musselman Bible.
Another daughter of Henry

and Sarah Musselman recorded in
the Bible was Sarah Jane
Musselman, born on 15 April 1822
and married to George Charles
Huster on 13 November 1851. This
marriage was confirmed with the
IGI search with only a slight varia-
tion in George’s name (George W.
Husler). 

Doing research of the Huster
family, using censuses and the IGI,
in the 1840s and ‘50s revealed that
George Huster was a younger
brother to Ann Elizabeth Huster
and brother-in-law to Dr. Lewis H.
Dammann of Baltimore. George
and Sarah Musselman Huster
lived in Reisterstown and later
Woodensburg, Maryland. The
family relationship was that Mary
Virginia Dammann was a niece to
Sarah and George.

Checking the 1900 census in
Baltimore County, I found Sarah
Musselman Huster, a widow, liv-
ing with her son, William and his
family. Right next door was
Sarah’s older siblings, Elizabeth
Musselman, age 90 and Jacob
Musselman, age 83. Elizabeth was
listed as “single”, so she, in fact,
had not married.

Even though I had now
learned more about Mary Virginia
and her family and why her small
obituary was placed in the family
Bible, it was also important to take
the next step and learn any addi-
tional information on the
Dammann family from present-
day descendants. So, I placed a
query on the surname community
message board on Ancestry.com,
http://boards.ancestry.com/ for the
name Dammann. It took more
than a year for the first reply from
Denny Brown, a direct descendant
of Lewis H. Dammann, through
his daughter, Emma. We shared
information, each providing new
details on the family tree.

Then the following year, Kelt
Smith posted a reply stating he
was related to Dr. Dammann
through another daughter, Anna
Dammann. What made his infor-
mation more fascinating was that
his second-great-grandmother,
Anna, married Lyttleton F.
Johnson of Maryland about 1878,

only after the death of his first
wife, Augusta Dammann, whom
he married about 1871. Anna and
Augusta were sisters and daugh-
ters of Lewis and Elizabeth
Dammann.

A further twist was that
Lyttleton Johnson, a plasterer by
trade, was originally engaged to
Mary Virginia Dammann, daugh-
ter of Dr. and Elizabeth
Dammann. The mother, Elizabeth
Huster Dammann died in May
1869 and then seven months later
Mary Virginia died in January
1870. These events occurred before

Mary Virginia and Lyttleton were
married. Lyttleton Johnson must
have so loved the Dammann fami-
ly, he later courted and married
Augusta with whom they had two
children. With her death after five
years of marriage, he then courted
and married yet another sister,
Anna E. Dammann. That union
produced six children and lasted
nearly 40 years before Lyttleton’s
death on 3 April 1917.

The information about the
engagement of Mary Virginia and
Lyttleton was one handed down
in the Johnson family through the
generations. Considering the story
was by way of the Lyttleton F.
Johnson family, the suitor of possi-
bly three Dammann daughters, it’s
a good likelihood the story holds
some merit.

So the tiny newspaper clip-
ping proved to be the link
between George and Sarah Huster
and their niece, Mary Virginia
Dammann, who died 20 January
1870. This date was confirmed
through the assistance of descen-
dants contacted on the Ancestry
message board. Information was
provided from the headstones and
a plot of the burials at the
Baltimore Cemetery, on North
Avenue in Baltimore, where sever-
al Dammann family members
were laid to rest, including Mary
Virginia. 

A comment received from Kelt
Smith who viewed the headstone
on Mary Virginia stated: “Mary V.
Dammann has a small marker,
almost like one that you would see
for a child. Her marker is so worn
from the elements that you cannot
read any of the inscription. You can
feel it, and can see how it’s been
worn away, but it is unreadable.”

Who would have guessed, that
back in 1870 when a Musselman
family member placed the small
sliver of a newspaper obituary in
the family’s Bible, its “personal
scrapbook”, it could help spark
research in the 21st century?
Several current family members
now have additional information
on who were the Dammann family
of Baltimore, a daughter, Mary
Virginia, plus an affectionate story
of those distant ancestors.

Surely many family
researchers have been faced with a
similar situation. Does one just
return the slip to the Bible or is
there a way to learn the actual
events and how this individual
might be related? As demonstrat-
ed, making the effort reaped bene-
fits for several family members.
Reaching out by using the Internet
helped provide the answers to
“Who was Mary Virginia?”

WWhhoo  WWaass  MMaarryy  VViirrggiinniiaa??
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The headstone for Mary Virginia
Dammann in Baltimore Cemetery. 

Alice Luckhardt is a genealogical
and historical researcher and free-
lance writer with articles in
History, Family Chronicle,
Discovering Family History,
Ancestry, Internet Genealogy,
South Florida History, Florida
Monthly, Genealogical Helper
and Jupiter magazines.
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COLD GENEALOGY? SPEND time
learning about a family not your
own? Spend your Internet time on
strangers? Why on earth? Well…

My grand idea began simply
enough. I needed a research project
for my advanced online genealogy
class. I wanted a project that was
totally new and fresh for my stu-
dents, a project that they would
tackle with no preconceived ideas. I
also wanted a project that would
cause them to sharpen their Internet
skills, to learn by practicing the
things we would learn in class. 

The class was being held in
Kennewick, Benton County,
Washington. So I went to the 1930
census for Benton County, selected
22 images at random, and printed
them. Then I circled a target/
assigned family for each student in
my class. I was excited, but I con-
fess that I held my breath a bit as I
passed out the copied census
pages to the class. Would my idea
fire their imaginations?

My idea worked! They were
excited! Over the next five weeks,
my 22 students had a great time
practicing their research methods,
and particularly their Internet
skills, by researching a new family.
Some discovered local connections,
family connections, Mayflower con-
nections or Civil War ancestors, all
the way west into Benton County,
Washington. 

I realized as we went along
that part of their excitement about
this project was the freedom from
results pressure. If they found
stuff, super. If not, that was okay,
too. Unlike researching your own
family where you must find those
answers and ancestors. 

Here is some background to
tell the rest of the story. I explained
to them ahead of time what I
expected of them in the class. I
expected them to research their
target/assigned family using the
research skills — both old and new
— that we discussed in each class.
I expected the results put into their

genealogy program and charts
printed out showing the families
and the documentation. At the end
of class, I expected them to write
up a bonafide research project
report and submit the finished
project to their local genealogical
society, with the idea of eventually
posting the information on a local
ancestors database online project. 

To my mind, this idea was a
win-win situation from all angles,
and so it became. 

I tried the idea again with stu-
dents in Colville, Stevens County,
Washington. Again, I handed out
copied sheets from the 1930 census

for the little towns of rural Stevens
County and again they were excit-
ed. My idea really had become
successful. 

Now I’m itching to try out
another new “cold genealogy”
idea on a class. I’ve gone through
several old cemeteries in my area,
taking photographs of selected
tombstones. I say “selected”
because the tombstone had to fur-
nish enough information for a
research project. Ones stating sim-
ply, “Mother”, or post-1930 dates
were ruled out. I picked tomb-
stones with death dates in the 1900
to 1935 range, knowing that these
persons could likely be found on
census records to get a research
project off to a good start. I have a

tidy stack of color photos just wait-
ing to be handed out as a research
project for my next advanced
online genealogy class. 

“Here is your project, go find
‘em!” (Would such a class excite
you?)

To expand the idea of “cold
genealogy” even further, another
new idea is beginning to grow in
my mind. What if some members
of my local genealogical society
met to form a Genealogy Super
Sleuthers Society? The requirement
for membership would be simple:
“Be willing to tackle a cold genealo-
gy research project involving local
records. Only sincere, eager and
willing researchers need apply.”
I’m imagining the fun we would all
have, the learning we would all do
and the knowledge databases that
could result for our local genealogi-
cal and historical societies. 

For a Genealogy Super
Sleuthers Society to come alive,
members would need to really
believe some simple things:

• It’s good to learn new things!
• It’s fun to do Internet research!
• It’s good to research for the

sake of research!
• It’s really good to pay-it-for-

ward!
• It’s great to discover family

ties, whether it’s your family
or not!

• It’s good to be part of an excit-
ed research team working on a
common project!

• We do have more hours in a
day than we first thought!
Stay tuned; I might propose this

to my local genealogy society
friends and, if so, I will let you
know how they respond to my idea.

Doing “cold genealogy” is fun,
rewarding and satisfying. If such a
class is offered in your area, sign
up. Or maybe you’ll think about
forming a Genealogy Super
Sleuthers Society in your area? I’m
available for consultations on this
simple, but grand, idea. IG

CCoolldd  CCaassee  RReesseeaarrcchh::
GGeenneeaallooggyy  SSttyyllee

DONNA POTTER PHILLIPS OFFERS AN IDEA FOR TODAY’S GENEALOGISTS

“Cold Genealogy” might bring you 
closer to your own roots.
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PROJECT STORYKEEPER and related
venture — LifeLenz — have a
mission to preserve American
heritage by capturing and sharing
the life stories of all Americans.
The stories obtained via Project
StoryKeeper can then be posted
on the Internet at LifeLenz for
family and friends to enjoy, pre-
serve and add to for generations
to come. 

Dennis Stack, Founder of
Project StoryKeeper, says that he
“personally did not know [his]
parents all that well,
and by the time
they passed away, it
was too late.” 

This mirrors
some of my own
reasoning for my
foray into genealogy
many years ago. I
never met or knew
my father’s paternal
family and then my
mother died rela-
tively young and,
before I realized
that I knew little of
her life, she and
other family mem-
bers had died. From
experience, I can
share that, for all
the research I did
and the successes I achieved in
learning about my family, much
is missing.

For example, I learned from
an old childhood friend that my
mother won awards for piano
playing, and from a church she
was associated with that she per-
formed in plays. While she was
alive, I never knew any of this
and I know that there is so much
more about her that has not been
captured or remembered.

PROJECT STORYKEEPER
www.storykeeper.org
The project involves recruiting
100,000 StoryKeepers, ideally

those that already work or could
work within elder care settings,
such as hospices, assisted living
facilities and home care agencies.
StoryKeepers will be trained on
how to use a special “audio biog-
raphy kit”, which includes ques-
tions to ask, interviewing tech-
niques to be used in drawing out
the personal histories of senior
citizens within those facilities. 

Proper training is essential
since a StoryKeeper’s job of cap-
turing a life story — with all its

joys, sorrows, lessons and laugh-
ter — is a specialized skill. “It’s
not as easy as just putting a
microphone in front of someone,”
said Tom Cormier, Executive
Director of Project StoryKeeper.
“We have developed a process
based on several years of con-
ducting thousands of interviews;
there are special techniques to
getting the interviewee warmed
up, opened up and speaking
freely and openly.” 

Cormier also stresses that the
process is best left to a third-party
StoryKeeper, since having a fresh
listener — one that’s unbiased
with family history and politics

— is essential to lively and enthu-
siastic storytelling. There are 
stories that someone won’t tell to
a family member that they will
tell to a stranger. Often, those are
not the stories of triumph, yet the
ones experienced by everyone.

Besides the gathering of the
stories, there are wonderful bene-
fits to the project. 
• Stack has found that the process

of gathering a person’s personal
history is equally therapeutic
for both the “keeper” and the  

• teller. “For the
teller, there is an
element of joy,
healing, and
escape involved in
reliving their past
with someone
new,” said Stack.
“The memories,
for them, are
priceless.” 

• “For the Story-
Keeper, we’ve
found that facili-
tating the inter-
view makes their
time of service so
much more inter-
esting and enjoy-
able... their rela-
tionship with
these seniors is  

• much more rewarding.”
• Storytellers and their families

then have a permanent audio
record on the Internet of that
person’s life — as Stack puts it,
“who they are”. They can then
refer to the interview on their
own family website, add to it
and cherish it for years to come.
“Today, there’s a huge discon-
nect between teenagers and
their elders,” said Stack. “When
[people] get older, they’ll come
to realize how important it was
to know their senior family
members... [The memories] will
[now] be preserved so they can
be there for future generations.”

PPrroojjeecctt  SSttoorryyKKeeeeppeerr  
aanndd  LLiiffeeLLeennzz  

DIANE L. RICHARD SHOWS HOW TO PRESERVE STORIES AND MEMORIES

Diane Richard’s mother, Margaret Joyce Fountain, second from right,
playing a maid, was part of the cast in a play held at Zion Church, 

in Lancashire, England during 1955.
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• We also discussed how,
in an age of phone calls,
text messages, e-mails
and other short-term
media, there is becom-
ing a dearth of docu-
mented history.

• We compared
Alzheimer’s to a com-
puter crash without a
back-up. How do we
back-up the knowledge,
experiences and stories
of someone before they
experience the full
onset of this devastat-
ing disease?

Individuals wishing
to sign-up for Project
StoryKeeper training can
contact the organization
at 1-800-873-5317 or visit
www.storykeeper.org

MY OWN EXPERIENCE
The aspects of “training”
and a “third party” are
ones that I can readily
identify with. My mater-
nal family did, and still
does, live in England, and
I wrote letters to my Gran
and two of her cousins
for many years. My Gran
probably always won-
dered at the motives for
my letters as I was
always peppering her with ques-
tions. And, the few times that I
traveled to England and visited
her, after some pleasantries and
general visiting, I would ask
more questions. Out of that, I did
get to see family photos previous-
ly unknown to me and get some
answers to my questions.
Though, these issues arose:

• I was so busy taking notes on
little scraps of paper that many
were unintelligible or indeci-
pherable by the time that I got
home and was trying to
remember what we talked
about. 

• In the course of writing my
notes, I missed “hearing” part
of the story. 

• I didn’t know all the
right questions to ask.

• I would get distracted
by what I would hear
and then re-direct the
conversation and not let
my Gran reminisce
freely.

• I didn’t really ask her
all the small bits that
make up a life — I was
so focused on the
ancestors and my moth-
er, who had passed
away.

The result was that,
even for my Gran, when I
pulled together all the
information I had, includ-
ing photos of her as a
youth, some information
about her schools, the
hardware store she
owned, and much more,
there was still a sterility
to the tale — I had not
gathered all the little and
colorful stories that truly
breathe life into anyone’s
existence.

Fortunately for me,
Auntie Edith, one of
Gran’s cousins who I
wrote to, was a wonder-
ful letter writer and draft-
ed a series of vignettes
about growing up and the

incidences, quirks and the stories
of the various family members,
including my Gran and mother. I
now treasure these all too brief
glimpses into these individuals as
people. They make me hunger to
hear more. 

And, remember all those
questions I asked? Well, I spent
years researching my mother’s

PPrroojjeecctt  SSttoorryyKKeeeeppeerr  aanndd  LLiiffeeLLeennzz

A photo of Diane Richard’s Gran, Elsie Taylor, as a little girl
in c. 1909 with her parents Ernest Taylor and Mary Nelson.

The memorial card for James Taylor found in Diane Richard’s Gran’s family Bible. After many years of research, the 
information on the card pinpointed his death date and burial location.
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family, corresponding with dis-
tant family members. After about
10 years of research, we finally
found the death date, cemetery
and other details about several
elusive family members. But, last
year, a few years after my Gran
died at the age of 93, I remem-
bered that she had mentioned a
Taylor family Bible. I had always
assumed that it was the source of
the family information she shared
with me. So, to make sure that
my files were somewhat com-
plete, I wrote to my uncles and
asked if they would photocopy
any pages with data and any
inserted documents. I was so
excited the day I received the
packet and I was floored to find
that the funeral cards and other
papers for several of those elusive
family members had been stored
in the family Bible all along!
Obviously, in all those years, I
had never asked her directly
about the Bible and its contents!

Now, let’s talk briefly about
two StoryKeeper related 
elements.

CAPTURING LIFE’S STORIES KITS
I’ve talked about the more institu-
tional use of Project StoryKeeper
as a means to capture the stories
and memories of those popula-
tions most at risk for the immi-
nent lost of their stories — those
in hospices, nursing homes, suf-
fering from the early stages of
dementia, etc. It is also recog-
nized that many more individuals
are also interested in preserving
their own memories or those of
family members. To aid in this,
there are kits available for pur-
chase that include either cassette
tapes or CDs (the latter allows the
inclusion of digital photos) and
most importantly, a booklet that
gives an overview on how to
have a successful experience and
pages of suggested questions that
you might ask yourself or

whomever is the focus of the
interview.

Based on my experience, I
know that the following ques-
tions are some of the ones that I
wish I had asked my mother and
my Gran:
• What were you like as a child?
• Who was your best friend?
• What was your favorite food

and favorite thing to do?
• What was your most memo-

rable birthday?
The list goes on.

LIFELENZ
www.LifeLenz.com 
To further the mission of Project
StoryKeeper and build upon
recent advancements in technolo-
gy, a companion initiative is the
creation of a social network web-
site, LifeLenz, that is the fulfill-
ment of the storykeeping process,
and lets users take advantage of
online multi-media tools to com-
municate with family members;

PPrroojjeecctt  SSttoorryyKKeeeeppeerr  aanndd  LLiiffeeLLeennzz

“I remember the day Elsie
first came (to live with them
at Garden Suburb), she had
been to work in Manchester
and at tea time, she breezed
in saying “Hello, here’s your
new lodger, complete with
hot water bottle.” 

“One thing did worry her,
Elsie had a rather sallow
complexion and white satin
and net and lace wedding
dresses didn’t do a thing for
it. But, that was the proper
thing in those days, white
signified purity, virginity
and goodness knows what
else and when Elsie opted
for a blue outfit, eyebrows
rose to amazing heights. Her
Mum & Dad were very dis-
turbed, but so very relieved
when Margaret, your mum,
didn’t proclaim her arrival
till well after the
‘respectable’ date.”

“Elsie had taken Margaret to
stay with her Mum and Dad

in Derby for a few weeks.
They went on a shopping
spree in town and decided
to have “elevenses”. Auntie
Mary was a very particular
person and nothing but the
best would do for her. So
they ended up in Derby’s
poshest (and most expen-
sive) restaurant. Elsie and
her mum were chatting and
eating their toasted tea cakes
and drinking coffee quite
happily, when it was sud-
denly brought to their notice
that young Margaret, tucked
away (safely, as they
thought) in her pushchair,
had been doing a bit of
exploring and having found
a loose corner, had happily
stripped off several large
pieces of very expensive
flock wallpaper! (A girl after
my own heart!) I don’t know
how much it cost Auntie
Mary to get out of that one,
but I bet she never went in
that shop again.”

“A WINDOW OF MEMORIES” BY EDITH (LEWIS) WARBURTON:

Cousins Edith (Auntie Edith), on the right, and Elsie
(Diane Richard’s Gran) c. 1934.
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create, post and archive family
photos, audio, video and written
information; and preserve their
family heritage for others to
enjoy now and for years to come.

American Storykeepers is the
parent company launching
LifeLenz.com.

According to Stack, “It ties
together the whole process of
storykeeping because it is the
perfect vehicle to upload so
many different aspects of a per-
son’s life, and utilize everything
that multi-media has to offer to
capture their thoughts, their
actual voice, their photos, videos,
all of their memories. In addi-
tion, it is an excellent resource
and way for professionals, care-
givers and their families to com-
municate about a loved one’s sit-
uation. We are, in effect, re-
inventing the extended family.”

The LifeLenz.com website
itself has been developed with
use by the elderly in mind, with
simple graphic presentation,
clear instructions and easy-to-
read tabs leading to the features
of the site. Users will have their
own home page and profile, as
well as areas for “My Photo
Album”, “My Online Friends”,
“My Journals”, “My Audios”,
“My Videos”, etc. 

A feature of this new online
digital environment is that it’s an
easy way for grandparents to
share stories with their children,
grandchildren and great-grand-
children, regardless of where
they live. It uses a means that
creates links with the more tech
savvy younger generations.
Additionally, once information is
posted, others can “comment” or
supplement what is there, we
now have an easy means for
grandma to share a memory of
an event, her daughter can post a
photo of the event, and other
family members can comment on
what they remember of the event
— essentially, create a “collective
memory.” 

CONCLUSION
We are all on a journey; without
the capturing and documenting
and sharing of memories, so
much will be lost. Everyone faces

challenges — our ancestors faced
challenges, possibly similar to
ours. We are not alone in our
journey. Shared experiences
don’t have to occur in real time.
In reading my Auntie Edith’s
stories, my mother, grandmother
and extended family were
brought alive to me in a way that
my research failed to achieve — I
also realized that for how often I
have always thought that my
mother and I were not alike, I
really learned that we have more
in common than not!

And, I have always strug-
gled, as I suspect many have,
with documenting my family in
such a manner that they aren’t
just remembered as a collection
of dates and activities. I want
everyone to be able to visualize
their life, not just the grand and
glorious elements, but the mun-
dane. I now know that the every-
day minutiae and intimate sto-
ries of life actually provide much
more insight into someone than
just their accomplishments!
Project StoryKeeper and
LifeLenz are a means to capture
these important details so that
memories are not lost and stories
are shared.

IG

Diane L. Richard has been doing
genealogy research for more than
20 years. Part of her passion for
genealogy is capturing the lives
and memories of her family and
ancestors. She currently does 
professional research in NC and
can be found online at
www.mosaicrpm.com/Genealogy.
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Picture Perfecting Picasa:
Image Artistry at the

Click of a Button!

BILL PULLER LOOKS AT YET ANOTHER GREAT RESOURCE FROM THE FOLKS AT GOOGLE

THE DIGITAL CAMERA has quickly
become one of the “must have”
tools for any genealogical
researcher. Digital cameras not
only allow you to quickly capture
photos of your family and those
special occasions, but many
genealogists use them to take
photographs of research-related
materials, including graves/head-
stones, ancestral homes and land,
historical artifacts and family
heirlooms.

Some researchers even use
their digital camera as a mini-
photocopier, capturing snapshots
of letters, contracts and all types
of personal identification.

As digital cameras become
more advanced, so does the soft-
ware the camera utilizes to down-
load the images to your comput-
er. Most photo software programs
are proprietary to the cameras
they come with, and some offer
very advanced photo editing and
sharing features. However, like
most things in life, the more
advanced you make an item, the
more challenging it can be to use.
That’s where Picasa comes to the
rescue.

Picasa is a free software
application from the fine folks at
Google. It can help you down-
load, organize, rename, label/tag,
crop, edit and share all manner of
digital images, regardless of the
make and model of your digital
camera. In fact, you can use
Picasa even if you don’t have a
digital camera; remember all
those digital copies of census
records you downloaded? Has a
family member e-mailed or given
you some photos on a CD-ROM
or USB drive? Picasa can import
directly from any drive or folder
on your computer, your scanner
or your camera. As you will see,
Picasa is a very versatile program

that you will want to use with
your research.

To get started, go to
http://picasa.google.com and down-
load the latest version of the soft-
ware. Picasa is currently only
available for the Windows
(2000/XP/Vista) and Linux oper-
ating systems. However, there is a
Picasa Web Albums Uploader
available that enables Mac users
to upload and share their iPhoto

albums or other images,
http://google.com/mac. Google Web
Albums are a great way to share
your photos with family and
friends, but more on that later.

Once you have downloaded
and installed Picasa, it’s time to
open the program and start
importing your image files.

The first time you run Picasa,
you will be asked where you
would like the program to search

for photos; you can opt to scan
your entire computer, or have it
look in the My Documents, My
Photos or the Desktop folders. If
you have previously used soft-
ware that came with your camera,
or aren’t sure where all your pic-
tures/images may be stored, let
Picasa search for them. This is
also the option you should choose
if you have your photos stored on
an external drive (USB, CD etc). 

When you click Continue,
Picasa will start searching for all
types of image files on your com-
puter and create an index of the
images; the file types you can
view within Picasa include .JPG,
.BMP, .TIF and even RAW data
files. You can also have Picasa
locate .PNG and .GIF files, but you
must select Tools, then Options
from the menu bar and check the
box next to them under the File
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Picasa is a free software download from Google that helps you 
edit, organize and share your digital images.
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Types tab. Picasa will also index
video files such as .AVI, .MPG,
.WMV, .ASF and .MOV. 

Are You Ready For The 5¢ Tour? 
The three main areas you will
work with in Picasa are the
Library List, Lightbox and Photo
Tray. Once Picasa has located
your images, the folders they are
contained in will be listed in the
left column of the application
window; this is the Library List.
The main area of the window is
called the Lightbox; this is where
your images will be displayed.
The bottom pane of the applica-
tion is the photo tray; the Photo
Tray will show the photo that is
currently selected in the Lightbox,
and also contains buttons that
allow you to e-mail, print or
order prints, add to a web album
or add to a blog. 

Let’s look at Picasa’s image
editing features. Select a folder
from the library list on the left to
load your images in the lightbox.
Double-click on one of your
images to open it in the photo
editor. You will notice the column
where the Library List was now
contains your editing options,
which are grouped on three tabs.
The Basic Fixes tab allows you to
fix minor issues with your photo,
such as removing the dreaded red
eye, as well as providing align-
ment options, crop capability,
adjust contrast/color, as well as
add fill light. These tools are a
great way to remove that black
border around those census
images you downloaded, and you
can straighten them, if needed. 

The Tuning tab allows you to
add fill light and adjust shadows
and highlights; the Effects tab
allows you to add different filters
that can alter and enhance your
photos. Genealogists may want to
check out the Sepia option that
can add a vintage look to any
photo. The edit function also
allows you to add a caption to
your photos, just click the text
under the photo and add your
comment. You may notice that
one editing option is not listed on
any of the tabs — the ability to
rotate a photo. The buttons for
this feature are actually located in

the photo tray, and can be used
whether you are in editing mode
or just viewing images in the
lightbox.

One button you may be
tempted to overlook in the photo

tray is the Collage button, but
this is a really neat tool. As its
name implies, this utility allows
you to select multiple photos,
which it combines into a single

image in the fashion of a collec-
tion of Polaroid snapshots. To cre-
ate a collage, click on any of your
photos in the lightbox, you will
see it displayed in the photo tray.
Click the Hold button in the

photo tray, then select another
photo; repeat the process until
you have added all the desired
photos. To speed up this process,
you can also hold the Ctrl key

PPiiccaassaa

INTERNET Genealogy • August/September 2008 23www.internet-genealogy.com

Picasa’s many tools allow you to fix your images. This image (above) of an old
census document has had the unsightly black border removed and has also been 

straightened. You can also remove red eye and adjust contrast and color.
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down when selecting multiple
photos — then press the Hold
button. Next, click the Collage
button. You can change the color
of the background, re-arrange the
photos or how they are displayed.
Once you made your choices,
click Create; a new image file will
be stored in your My Pictures
folder, which you can access from
your library list.

Once you have organized and
edited your photos, you may
want to share them with family
and friends. Picasa’s Web Album

feature enables you to group your
favorite photos and store them
online so your family and friends
can view them. You can opt to
allow anyone to view your pho-
tos, or keep them private and
share them with as many or as
few people as you like.

To create a web album, select
several photos the same way you
did when creating a collage. Next,
click on the Web Albums button
in the photo tray. If you are not
signed into Google, you will be
prompted to; if you don’t already
have a Google account, you can
sign up for one; it’s easy to do
and free.

The next window will allow
you to create a new album, give it
a name and share it publicly or
keep it private. Once you click the
OK button, the Upload Manager
window will appear. Once all
photos have been uploaded, click
the View Online button in the
Upload Manager box. A web
browser window will open and
your album should be displayed.
Click on it to view the entire col-
lection. To e-mail a link to your
album to family and friends, click
on the Share Album link in the
upper-right corner of your album.
You can also link directly to an
individual photo, which is handy

if you want to incorporate them
on a custom Google map; just
click one of the photos in the
album, then click Link to this
Photo to obtain the web address
of the photo. When viewing the
entire collection, you will also see
additional options that you can
use to download the album, or
create a slideshow that can be
embedded into a blog or web
page. You can also upload photos
through the web album’s web
page, or delete a photo album
should you not want it.

Picasa is a great way to
organize, edit and share all your
images files. It offers many of the
same features as other propri-

etary (i.e., paid) software applica-
tions, and a few that they don’t.
Picasa is a powerful program yet
easy to use. Download a copy
and give it a try.

PPiiccaassaa

A frequent contributor to Internet
Genealogy magazine, Bill Puller is
a freelance writer, amateur geneal-
ogist and avid technology geek. 
He can be contacted via e-mail at
bill.puller@gmail.com
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Genealogists may want to check out the sepia option that can add a vintage 
look to any photo, as shown here.

Picasa offers many 
of the same features 
as other proprietary 
(i.e., paid) software
applications, and a 
few that they don’t!
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101 Best Genealogy Research Tips has
been specifically prepared by author
Janice Nickerson and the Editors of

Family Chronicle and Internet
Genealogy magazines. This book is

packed with more than one hundred
useful genealogy research tips! 

Here’s a sample:

Tip # 86. Record Your Failures
A common mistake by new (and not-so-new) genealogists
is to only make notes about successful “finds”. Resist this
urge. Take notes about every book, record and database
you search, recording when you did the search, what you
were looking for (what names, dates, information), and

what you did and didn’t find. This way, you’ll save 
yourself from having to reread the same books, and 

re-search the same records and databases, every time you
come back to your genealogy after a break. You’ll also
know when you should go back to them (i.e. when you

have new names to check, or new information that
changes your perspective on what you’re looking for).
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Internet Genealogy does NOT sell or rent subscriber information to any other organizations

Your credit card statement will indicate MAGAZIN 888-326-2476. 

Please allow three to six weeks for
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5500  WWeebbssiitteess YYoouu
MMiigghhtt  BBee  MMiissssiinngg!!

THESE DAYS IT’S pretty near impos-
sible to be a genealogist and not
use the Internet for some aspect of
your family history research. Free
sites abound, giving us a taste of
the abundance of genealogical
information available. Online tools
help us to build our family trees,
store scanned copies of cherished
photographs, and write and pub-
lish our family histories. Social
networking makes it easier to con-
nect with family members and
long-lost cousins. Paid subscrip-
tion sites filled with “premium
content” entice us to dig deeper to
find our ancestors in historical
newspapers, census, immigration
and military records, and “one-of-
a-kind” record collections.

And, just when you think
you’ve mastered the technique of
searching those online databases
to draw your elusive great-uncle
out of hiding, or you’ve located
the perfect site to give you the
background information needed

to put your ancestor’s life into his-
torical context, new sites dedicat-
ed to the “next generation of fami-
ly tree building” are launched.

If you can’t get enough of
genealogy, the Internet or genealo-
gy on the Internet, this article dis-
cusses 50 websites you might be
missing. Most are free, while some
require a paid subscription. (“Pay-
for-access” sites are noted with a $
sign.)

1. ACCESSIBLE ARCHIVES $
www.accessible.com
Site offers full text searchable
databases for primary source
material from 18th- and 19th-cen-
tury periodicals, including:
African-American Newspapers of
the Nineteenth-Century, Parts I-X;
Godey’s Lady’s Book, Parts I to VI
(1830-85); The Pennsylvania Gazette,
1728-1800; The Civil War: A
Newspaper Perspective 1860-1865;
and others. While individual sub-
scriptions are available (see site for

details), check to see if your local
library has a license agreement.

2. AFRIQUEST
www.afriquest.com
This is a free, central Internet data-
base for African and African
American genealogy and history.
The Afriquest database will allow
anyone with an account to access,
print and add records, including
both text and images. Scheduled
to premiere with 4,000 to 5,000
records, all free “now and in the
years to come.”

3. AMIGLIA (FREE INITIALLY; $)
www.amiglia.com
This is a combined site for family
trees and photo albums. Those
familiar with the photo sharing
site, Flickr, www.flickr.com and
social networking site Facebook,
www.facebook.com, may consider
this site the best of both worlds.
Free one-year trial available,
$49.95 US per year thereafter.
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4. ANCESTORHUNT
www.ancestorhunt.com
Free genealogy search engines.
Browse for records by state or title.
Links to some interesting search
engines, such as Bible Record
Transcriptions and Surname
Index, Search for Old Family
Bibles, Police Officers of the Past,
Genealogy of Famous Folks and
Genealogical Prison Records.

5. ARCHIVES RECORDS
INFORMATION ACCESS SYSTEM
(ARIAS) 
www.digitalarchives.state.pa
.us/archive.asp
This is the site of the Pennsylvania
State Archives. Online searchable
site for Pennsylvania records:
National Guard Veterans’ Card
File, 1867-1921; Civil War
Veterans’ Card File; Revolutionary
War Military Abstract Card File;
World War I Service Medal
Application Cards; Spanish
American War Veterans’ Card File
of United States Volunteers;
Mexican Border Campaign
Veterans’ Card File Militia;
Officers’ Index Cards, 1775-1800.

6. BALLINCITY MUSEUM
(HAMBURG)
www.ballinstadt.com/en/index.php
More than five million Europeans
left for the New World via the port
of Hamburg between 1850 and
1939. This site gives you a peek at
what it was like for them. The
BallinStadt — Port of Dreams
Museum will be located on the
grounds of the former “Emigrants’
Halls”, which began operating in
1901 and were continually
expanded up until 1907 to form a
sizeable settlement. View photo-
graphs, historical details about the
facility, timelines, background
information on Europe’s emigra-
tion wave and more.

7. BEHIND THE NAME
www.behindthename.com
This website provides the etymol-
ogy and history of first names for
various cultures and ethnicities.
Links to other interesting pages
including: Name Days, Name
Translator, Behind the Surname
and more. The Random Surname
Generator also lets you generate

your own first name, or first name
and up to three middle names
based on gender and a selection
categories (ethic, ancient, mythic
and more).

8. CENSUS ONLINE
www.census-online.com
Guide to online census records.
The site claims to have “the web’s
largest directory of links to online
census transcriptions.” You’ll also
find links to helpful tools, such as
Soundex converters and calculat-
ing a family’s birth years by plug-
ging in the census year and ages,
and more.

9. CITIZENDIUM (THE CITIZEN’S
COMPENDIUM)
http://en.citizendium.org
This wiki has the goal of “creating
an enormous, free, and reliable
encyclopedia”. It currently has
more than 5,800 articles and hun-
dreds of contributors.

10. DNA PROJECT COMMUNICATION
METHODS COMPARISON
www.isogg.org/dpc.htm
If you are planning to launch a
DNA project or want to find out a
better way to organize or imple-
ment the one you are currently
running, this site by the
International Society of Genetic
Genealogy may be just the site
you’ve been looking for. Included
are examples of different DNA
projects, including links and a
summary of how those who run
them have opted to communicate
with project members. This is a
helpful resource if you want to
delve into DNA testing as part of
your family history research.

11. EVENDON.COM (PITTSBURGH/
ALLEGHENY COUNTY LOOKUPS) 
www.evendon.net/PGHLookups
/HomePage.shtml
Although primarily focused on
Pittsburgh/Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, this site does have
some small books, yearbooks and
a few city directories for other
localities.

12. FAMILYSEARCHLABS
http://labs.familysearch.org
This is the testing site for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints (LDS) digitization proj-
ect, eventually to be moved to
www.familysearch.org. Here, you’ll
find the Record Search, a
FamilyTree feature, a Standard
Finder, the Labs blog and a
Research wiki. You will have to
register, for free, to use the Record
Search site, to search what’s cur-
rently available from census,
migration, military, land and prop-
erty, court and legal records, and
vital records.

Keep checking back as the site
is in beta testing, adding and
updating data and features.

13. FAMILY TREE CONNECTION $ 
www.familytreeconnection.com
This site focuses on providing
transcribed information from high
school and college yearbooks,
directories, local club member
lists, fraternal organizations and
church member lists. Subscription
based: $29.95 US per year

14. FAMIVA
www.famiva.com
A collaborative family tree site
where you can upload trees, news,
photos, stories, recipes and more.
This is password-protected and
free with unlimited storage.

15. FORGOTTEN ELLIS ISLAND
www.forgottenellisisland.com
This companion site to the book of
the same name has photos and
history of the Ellis Island hospital
that served immigrants, and tells
the story of several patients there.

16. GENEALOGYLINKS.NET
www.genealogylinks.net
More than 50,000 genealogy links
for US, UK, England, Scotland,
Wales, Ireland, Europe, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand. You
can browse by region to find links
on how to locate records, such as
parish registers, censuses, ceme-
teries, marriages, passenger lists,
city directories, military records,
obituaries and more.

17. GENI.COM
www.geni.com
A free, private and secure site
where you can create a family tree
and invite other family members
to join you. Each individual in the

www.internet-genealogy.com
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tree has a profile; family members
can work together to build profiles
for common ancestors. Other fea-
tures include an editable family
timeline, family news and calen-
dar features, and more. Only the
people in your family tree can log
in to your tree and your profile.
As of this writing, Geni has more
than 15 million profiles.

18. GENETREE
www.genetree.com
This is a DNA-enabled family his-
tory sharing website that inte-
grates genetic genealogy with dig-
ital media software. The online
software allows families to build
and collaborate on family trees
and share digital videos, photo-
graphs, etc. The site also offers a
genealogy DNA testing service,
and notifies you of a DNA con-
nection with others in the data-
base. There are other features
too. The site is in beta test-
ing.

19. JOE BEINE’S ONLINE
BIRTH & MARRIAGE
RECORDS INDEXES FOR
THE USA
http://home.att.net/~wee
-monster/vital
records.html
Most researchers are
already familiar with Beine’s
“Online Searchable Death Indexes
& Records” site, at www.death
indexes.com. This other site pro-
vides a free genealogy guide for
finding vital records; also includes
some divorce records.

20. LIBRARY SPOT
www.libraryspot.com
This website simplifies the search
for the best library and reference
resources on the web. Find a list of
“must see” sites, “shortcuts”,
“lists” and a link to the “Daily
Almanac Podcast”, among other
useful links.

21. LOST-AND-FOUND-PHOTOS
http://lostandfoundphotos.net
Genealogists already browsing
sites such as DeadFred, www.dead
fred.com, and Ancient Faces,
www.ancientfaces.com, may also
want to explore this site, designed
to help people find and identify

photographs (sorted by country
and unknown categories).
Although still in the testing phase,
the site features easy-to-read
instructions, free registration and
free browsing, and semi-private
posting or private message com-
munication options.

22. MEMORY PRESS $
http://memorypress.familylearn.com/
This is an affordable site that lets
you turn your memories into a
beautiful keepsake book for birth-
days, weddings, anniversaries,
family histories, etc. The “basic”

heirloom package is $50 US. See
site for additional details and free
demo.

23. NATIONAL MUSEUM OF
AMERICAN HISTORY: HISTORY
EXPLORER
http://americanhistory.si.edu/explorer
This site includes a timeline of sto-
ries from exhibits, collections and
programs at the National Museum
of American History. Each star on
this timeline links to stories and
photos from Smithsonian museum
exhibits. Click on a marker to
learn about the Star-Spangled
Banner that hung over Fort
McHenry in 1814, the
Underground Railroad in the
1850s, D-Day and much more.

24. OBITUARY LINKS PAGE
www.obitlinkspage.com
This site features a state-by-state
directory of obituaries and obitu-
ary resources. Browse by locality,
or use the search box on the site or
consult some of the other links to
obituaries resources.

25. POLITICAL GRAVEYARD
http://politicalgraveyard.com
This website is billed as “The
Internet’s Most Comprehensive
source of U.S. Political Biography”
and “The Web Site That Tells
Where the Dead Politicians are
Buried”. If you have a politician,
judge or diplomat in your family
tree, this site is worth a look.

26. PROGENEALOGISTS:
INTERNATIONAL GENEALOGY SLEUTH
www.progenealogists.com/genealogy
sleuthi.htm

Website created by professional
genealogists with links,

instruction, data and refer-
ence aids. It is divided into
several subcategories,

such as “Cemetery and
Probate Records”,
“Family Tree

Databases”, “Place
Names & Maps”,

“WorldGenWeb Regions”
and many others.

27. RESOURCE SHELF
www.resourceshelf.com
The site “where dedicated librari-
ans and researchers share the
results of their directed (and occa-
sionally quirky) web searches for
resources and information.”

28. SEARCHFORANCESTORS.COM
www.searchforancestors.com
This is a free, interactive directory
of free genealogy websites and
search engines. It enables you to
search top worldwide and special-
ized genealogy databases from
one genealogy search site! The site
also claims to have “unique cus-
tom genealogy search engines
found nowhere else”. The main
page lists various search cate-
gories, such as “Easy Google
Genealogy Search”, “Quick Search
Surname Finder”, “Global
Genealogy Search” and “Ethnic
Genealogy Search”, among others.
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29. STORY OF MY LIFE $
www.storyofmylife.com
Story of My Life offers a unique
way to preserve life memories
through writings, pictures and
voice recordings. Free story serv-
ice up to 250 MB with active
account; permanent storage option
will cost more.

30. THE REMEMBERING SITE $ 
www.therememberingsite.org
This sites helps individuals write
and publish their life memories.
Although the site states it is a
“non-profit initiative”, a nominal
registration fee of $25 US is
charged to join the site. Read the
frequently asked questions section
for more details.

31. TREASURE MAPS GENEALOGY
http://amberskyline.com/treasure
maps
Free genealogy and family tree
search tips, how to articles and on-
line genealogy tutorials. Get free
genealogy forms and charts, take a
course on deciphering handwrit-
ing, learn about tombstone rub-
bings and much, much more. A
real “treasure trove” of informa-
tion for genealogists of all levels.

32. TRIBALPAGES.COM
www.tribalpages.com
This is another free family tree
hosting and charting program. At
the time of this writing, Tribal
Pages has more than 175,000 fami-
ly trees. The site also features, for
added privacy, the ability to hide
some or all the information of liv-
ing persons in your family tree.
Use the site’s free genealogy tools
to trace your family history and
create family tree charts, photo
albums and more.

33. US NEWSPAPER LIST
www.usnpl.com
This website is a reference site list-
ing newspapers by state, news-
paper mailing addresses and
more. While useful for linking to
current newspapers and locating
their addresses, this is not a site of
choice if you are trying to dig back
into the archives of 19th- or 20th-
century papers.

34. THE VIRTUAL SURNAME WALL
www.scgsgenealogy.com/Surname
Wall.htm
This database, created and main-
tained by the Southern California
Genealogical Society and Family
Research Library, offers a free
place to post information about
your ancestors online and find
others who are researching your
families. No identifying informa-
tion is displayed. If SCGS receives
an inquiry regarding a possible
family connection, they’ll forward
the requestor’s contact informa-
tion to you. Alternately, you can
authorize SCGS to release either
your e-mail address or complete
contact information.

35. WIKIA
www.wikia.com
A community destination support-
ing the creation and development
of wiki communities on any topic
people are passionate about.
Explore existing communities or
start a new one.

36. WILLARD PSYCHIATRIC CENTER
“SUITCASES PROJECT”
www.suitcaseexhibit.org
Stories of former residents of the
Willard Psychiatric Center in New
York from the suitcases
left behind when the
center closed in 1995.
The stories are cer-
tain to tug at your
heartstrings.

37. WORLDROOTS.COM
www.worldroots.com
A site dedicated to
European nobility and
German reference materi-
al. There is a site map and
general index, as well as
links to other genealogical
resources.

TECH TOOLS AND UTILITIES
38. CAPTURE
www.analogx.com/contents
/download/system/capture.htm
When you need to get a clear
screen shot of a website or some
other image from your computer,
this handy free utility makes it
easier to get the screen shot you
want and offers an alternative to
just pressing the Print Screen key.
When you get to the main page,
click on the “System” link on the
left-hand side, and then on the
“Capture” utility link. Once
downloaded, it runs on the win-
dows toolbar at the bottom of
your screen to make it simple to
do the capture, and saves the
screen image as a Bitmap file.

39. DOUBLEKILLER
www.bigbangenterprises.de/en
/doublekiller
Do you have duplicate photos or
family tree files wasting precious
space on your computer? This
program offers an easy way to
find and remove them. The non-
commercial version is free.

40. IRFANVIEW
www.irfanview.com

This site offers a
free program that
will enable you to

do batch file conver-
sions of several
images to the same
file format. Supports
a variety of file for-
mats and offers many
useful editing tools.

41. JR SCREEN RULER
www.spadixbd
.com/freetools
Handy if you need
to know how big

that family photo is.
No installation; just

unzip and launch the
program to see a resiz-
able ruler you can use
to measure anything on
screen.

42. MOZY (FREE/$) 
http://mozy.com
If you’ve ever lost 
family history data or
images, and did not
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have a back-up, you know how
difficult it can be to start over. The
“Mozy Home Free” account offers
registered users two GB of 100
percent free backup space. There is
no setup fee, no need to give a
credit card or monthly payment
and no expiration. MozyPro is
available for a fee for businesses
and those with larger amounts of
data to be backed up.

43. OPERATOR
http://archetwist.com/opera
/operator
Do you use a computer at a
library, Internet café or
hotel business center? This
software utility is ideal for
surfing public computers.
It includes and simultane-
ously launches the Opera
browser and Privoxy Web
proxy and Onion Router
system for anonymous
Internet communication.
Needs no installer and
stores no information in the
registry. You can run it
from a USB flashdrive.

44. PEEKYOU.COM
www.peekyou.com
Its tag line is “the smartest way to
find people online”. The site
invites users to “Discover the peo-
ple behind your Google search
result”. 

45. PICASA
http://picasa.google.com
Picasa is a free software download
from Google, www.google.com, that
helps you locate and organize all
the photos on your computer. Use
it to group photos into albums. It
also offers tools to let you edit and
add effects and passwords to col-
lections with a few simple clicks.
You can share your photos with
others through e-mail, print, and
on the web. 

46. PIPL AND WINK
www.pipl.com and www.wink.com
Use Pipl to search the deep web
(pages omitted from most search
results). The site bills itself as “The
most comprehensive people
search on the web.” You can
search Pipl by name and location
only. Pipl searches public records,

publications, store profiles and
more. Some results will link to
paid sites. 

Similarly, Wink is another free
“People Search Site” that searches
popular social-networking sites
(including Facebook), along with
blogs and other sites. Find people
using name search, location,
school, work, interests and more.

47. SMARTDRAW (FREE/$) 
www.smartdraw.com/
SmartDraw software makes family
trees, genealogy charts, geno-
grams, pedigree charts and more.
There is a free trial download.

48. VLC VIDEO AND AUDIO PLAYER
www.videolan.org
Can’t play that video cousin Jim
sent you from the family reunion?
Try this free “magical” player.
VLC media player is a highly
portable multimedia player for
various audio and video formats
(MPEG-1, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, mp3
and others), as well as DVDs,
VCDs and various streaming pro-
tocols. It doesn’t need any external
codec or program to work, and
has other advanced features the
tech savvy researcher may find
useful.

49. WAVOSAUR
www.wavosaur.com/
This handy utility is great for edit-
ing short audio files, sound effects
or loops. Has basic editing func-

tions and you can use it to record
sound. No installer or writing to
the registry. You can run it on a
flash drive. However, it won’t
work with Windows audio (.wma)
files. Free plug-ins are required for
more effects and export capability
to MP3.

50. YOUSENDIT (FREE/$) 
www.yousendit.com
Does your e-mail account
limit the file size on attach-
ments? Use this free pro-
gram to send files up to
100MB to anyone to down-
load. There is a catch: the
free version leaves the file
on YouSendIt’s server for
only seven days before it is
deleted. Subscription
required for additional
storage time and sending
attachments larger than 100
MB. I find this program
quite useful — but I always
let my recipients know that
they will need to download
the file within the seven-
day limit.

The resources here are
limited to just 50 sites and

utilities. Undoubtedly, there are
many more out there. Because the
Internet is such a dynamic medi-
um, family history sleuths must be
prepared to revisit their favorite
sites on a regular basis, as well as
be on the lookout for new databas-
es and online record collections,
networking sites and wikis all
designed to help simplify the
search for ancestors. Isn’t it an
amazing time to be a genealogist?
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that she is unable to assist with
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MOST FAMILY HISTORY researchers
will eventually come to a point
where several of their family lines
end in brickwalls. Quite often, this
is not due to the fact that informa-
tion to extend the line doesn’t
exist or that the researcher doesn’t
have the time to pursue the
research. It usually occurs because
the researcher lacks the knowl-
edge of the records and reposito-
ries to successfully carry out the
research.

A few years ago, I found
myself in this exact sit-
uation. Several of my
key lines were blocked
by brickwalls and I
knew that there
should be information
somewhere that
would allow me to
push my family lines
back a few more gen-
erations. I was also
coming down with a
severe case of research
burnout. Research
burnout can occur
when the researcher
spends extended peri-
ods of time pursuing
leads that only end up
in dead ends that
swallow up precious
research time without
turning up any addi-
tional clues.

After taking stock
of where my research
was and where I was
attempting to go with
it, I realized that I was
lacking some basic
knowledge of the his-
tory of the areas,
sources and reposito-
ries that I was researching. I need-
ed some formal education to
extend my family lines. Since I
don’t live near any colleges or uni-
versities that offer genealogy
courses, I decided to investigate
online and correspondence-based
alternatives. After evaluating
offerings from the National
Genealogical Society, Brigham
Young University and others, I
decided to enroll in the National

Institute of Genealogical Studies
(NIGS) online program
(www.genealogicalstudies.com).

In 1999, Louise St. Denis,
founder of the NIGS, partnered
with the University of Toronto to
offer a wide selection of genealogy
classes. With the exception of the
mentorship classes, which require
some consultations over the
phone, all the NIGS classes are
conducted entirely online.
Students can select any courses
they wish to take or they may

elect to earn a Professional
Learning Certificate in
Genealogical Studies by following
one of the eight prescribed cur-
riculums.

The NIGS’ 150-plus courses
are divided into basic, intermedi-
ate and advanced levels based
upon the complexity of the subject
matter and the level of skill
required to complete the course.
Certificates can be earned in the

areas of General Methodology,
American Records, Canadian
Records, English Records, German
Records, Irish Records, Scottish
Records and Genealogical
Librarianship. Each of the
“Records” certificates requires the
student to complete 40 courses
which include both required
courses and electives. The elec-
tives are selected by the student
based on individual interests. The
General Methodology certificate
requires the student to complete

14 required courses,
while 12 courses are
required to complete
the Librarianship cer-
tificate.

To further expand
their wide selection of
courses, the NIGS has
recently partnered
with Ancestry.com to
offer seven courses
aimed at persons
interested in learning
how to use
Ancestry.com more
effectively. These
courses, which were
developed by the staff
at the NIGS and offer
hands-on research on
Ancestry.com, include
introductions to
Ancestry.com and
Ancestry’s record col-
lection, as well as
courses focusing on
records for immigra-
tion, US vital statistics,
US census, US news-
paper and US military.
Registration for these
courses is through the
Ancestry Store,

store.ancestry.com. Ancestry offers
these courses at a discount to the
normal NIGS course price.

In addition to the discounted
courses, the NIGS also awards
three Ryan Taylor Scholarships in
the amount of $500 that can be
applied towards NIGS courses.
The scholarship was created in
remembrance of Ryan Taylor, who
was not only an NIGS instructor,
but also an author and genealogi-

RICHARD CROOKS GOES BACK TO SCHOOL TO GO BEYOND HIS GENEALOGICAL BRICKWALLS
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cal librarian at the Allen
County Public Library.
Details are available in the
Information section of the
NIGS website.

The NIGS has had more
than 35,000 course registra-
tions from people from
across the globe. Although
most of the students come
from the US and Canada,
people from as far away as
South Korea and the United
Arab Emirates have regis-
tered for courses at the
NIGS. Instructing these
courses are more than 50
instructors from all over
North America. Some of the
instructors have earned cer-
tifications from Board for
Certification of Genealogists
(BCG) or The International
Commission for the
Accreditation of
Professional Genealogists
(ICAPGen) and others have
earned the NIGS’
Professional Learning
Certificate in Genealogical
Studies (PLCGS), and all are
experts in their own field.

Upon registering with
the NIGS, each student has
access to a personalized
“My Briefcase” area of the
NIGS website. The Briefcase
organizes all the student’s
course resources, activities
and other pertinent infor-
mation into one central loca-
tion. Within the Briefcase
are found five tabbed areas.
The “New Courses” tab
contains an up-to-date list-
ing of upcoming classes.
The “Profile” tab contains
optional personal informa-
tion. The “Certificate” tab
contains a record of all the
certificates the student has
earned. The “Activities” tab
contains a list of all the
upcoming chat sessions. The
NIGS chats are a great way
for students in the class to
interact with each other and
the instructor. To make it conven-
ient for students to participate in
the chat sessions, they are usually
offered in the evening hours. The
chats are usually guided by the

instructor into certain areas of dis-
cussion, but discussions can take
turns into unexpected areas that
give the students a deeper and
wider ranging appreciation of the

topic being discussed. Both
the BCG and ICAPGen par-
ticipate in the chats on the
topics of certification. 

The section of the
Briefcase that students
spend the largest amount of
time in is the “Courses” tab.
The Courses tab has sec-
tions for Current Courses
which lists all the courses
that the student is currently
working on; Incomplete
Courses which lists all the
courses the student has
completed but has not yet
received a final grade in;
Future Courses which lists
all the courses the student
has enrolled in that haven’t
yet started; Completed
Courses which lists all the
courses the student has
completed; and Course
Packages which lists all the
packages the student has
purchased and the number
of courses remaining in
them.

Once a student registers
for a course and the course
starts, the course appears in
the Current Courses section
of the Courses tab. Clicking
on the course title will take
the student to the course
materials. Since there are no
classroom lectures at the
NIGS, the coursework is
delivered to the student in a
series of PDF documents.
The student will usually
receive one each week of the
class. These documents are
required reading and con-
tain all the information that
would be delivered in a lec-
ture if the course were
taught in a classroom. Some
weeks, the instructor may
include some suggested
additional reading material.
These are not required and
are not covered in the final
exam for the course, but
provide additional depth to
the student’s understanding

of the topic. If the student desires,
the weekly reading material may
be printed or saved to their com-
puter. 

After the student has read the
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weekly reading, there are usually
a couple of assignments to com-
plete. Some of the assignments are
questions about the weekly read-
ing, other assignments require the
student to view some of the docu-
ments presented each week and
submit an analysis in response to
specific questions. Any doc-
uments presented to the stu-
dent are copies of actual
documents that require the
student to use the tech-
niques discussed in the
reading to decipher and
analyze. All the submissions
to the assignments are com-
pleted online using the
NIGS website. Submissions
can be of two types: public
and private. Once the stu-
dent completes a submis-
sion that is classified as
public, the submission can
be seen by all the other stu-
dents in the class and the
student can see all the other
students’ submissions.
Private submissions can
only be seen by the student
and instructor. Upon sub-
mitting a private assign-
ment, the student receives
immediate feedback via a
pop-up window that dis-
plays the instructor’s
answer.

The final exam for the
course is taken online by
answering a series of multi-
ple choice questions. All the
questions can be reviewed
and answers changed before
the student submits the
exam for grading. The stu-
dent receives the final grade
and a list of questions that
were incorrectly answered
in a pop-up window imme-
diately upon submission of
the exam.

Although most classes
are designed to last from six to
eight weeks with new reading
material and assignments appear-
ing in the student’s briefcase on a
weekly basis, the student will
receive the materials for the next
module immediately upon sub-
mitting the homework for the cur-
rent module. An industrious stu-
dent can work ahead and finish

the class in a considerably shorter
time than the recommended num-
ber of weeks.

The benefits of continuing
your genealogical education
through the NIGS or one of the
other distance learning alterna-
tives are many. Starting or contin-

uing your genealogical education
will provide you with a base of
sound methodological practices.
Even if you are an experienced
researcher, a review of method-
ological practices will refresh and
reinforce your existing skills. In
addition to learning the political,
ecclesiastical and social histories
of areas that interest you, you will

discover new record sources and
learn how to examine and analyze
records specific to the area to
extract every last bit of evidence
from them.

After taking some time off
from active research to take
genealogy courses at the NIGS, I

found that once I returned
to my research, I was much
more knowledgeable about
the times and places my
ancestors lived and better
equipped to plan research
strategies that would effi-
ciently extend some of my
family lines. I was also able
to uncover new sources of
records and to better under-
stand the evidence in the
records I found and place
the records and evidence in
the proper context. All this
combined to knock down
several brickwalls, some of
which were decades old. In
addition to this, since the
NIGS weekly readings are
presented in PDF format,
I’ve built up a fairly com-
prehensive library that I
return to from time to time
when I encounter a record I
am not familiar with or
need to develop a new
research strategy.

If you want to extend
your family lines and
become a more effective and
efficient researcher, there is
no better way of doing that
than by continuing your
genealogical education.
Whether you choose the
programs offered by The
National Institute for
Genealogical Studies, The
National Genealogical
Society, Brigham Young
University or some other
institution, you’ll probably
be surprised how far a little

more education can take you.
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Richard Crooks is a genealogical
researcher who lives in West Bend,
Wisconsin. He has enjoyed
researching family histories since
the early 1970s. Richard’s e-mail
address is rwcrooks@aol.com.

34 INTERNET Genealogy • August/September 2008 www.internet-genealogy.com

Edumaction.qxd  6/25/2008  4:15 PM  Page 3



WHAT IF I TOLD you there was an easy way to identify
every published book, article or essay, and every
unpublished manuscript pertaining to your ances-
tor’s hometown, occupation or religious group?
Would you be interested? Of course you
would. But very few genealogists ever use it.
The answer is: Academic theses. The best way
to learn everything there is to know about a
specific topic is to find an academic disserta-
tion (doctoral theses are often called disserta-
tions) or thesis about it. 

Graduate students writing theses and disser-
tations in the social sciences and humanities must
make exhaustive searches of the “literature” for
virtually everything written about their topic
before they delve into their own research. Then
they write a “literature review”, which becomes
one of the first chapters in the thesis. This review
not only identifies the relevant literature, but also
describes and criticizes it, thus providing you with a
solid understanding of which publications are likely
to be helpful to you in your own research. 

The next step for a graduate student is to do
original research. If the topic is historical, this
means seeking out original manuscripts and records
in archives and specialized repositories. These too
must be described, criticized and cited. Now you
have a wonderful set of original records to check
out. 

Finally, a graduate student weaves together all
the information he or she has gathered into
a coherent argument for a new inter-
pretation of the “evidence” per-
taining to his or her topic.
This too may help you
in interpreting the
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meaning of the evidence you find
for your own ancestors’ actions
and lives.

So, how do you find these
valuable tools? Fortunately, most
theses are now catalogued in elec-
tronic databases. In Canada, most
theses and dissertations from 1965
to the present are included in the
Thesis Canada Portal, at www.
collectionscanada.gc.ca/thesescanada.
Not all Canadian universities con-
tributed to this database from the
beginning, so in the earlier years, it
is less comprehensive than it is
now. As of 2007, more than 60 uni-
versities are represented (virtually
all graduate degree-granting insti-
tutions). Access to the database is
free, including the full text of all
theses and dissertations digitized
as a special project that covered
the years 1998 to 2002. For non-
digitized theses, the results give
you the author’s name, title,
school, year and an abstract that
gives a nice summary of the topic
and methodology (generally 200-
400 words). All non-electronic the-
ses can be borrowed through inter-
library loan. You can search by
year, school, author and key-
words. Sadly, you can’t search by
discipline. For best results, try
using keywords, such as place
names (“Alberta”, “Essex County”
or “Halifax”), record types (“cen-
sus” or “letters”), or subjects (“reli-
gion” or “agriculture”). 

A quick search turned up the
following interesting titles:
� The lamb that roared: the
Protestant ascendancy in Listowel vil-
lage and Wallace township, Perth
County, 1871 by John Wesley Bell,
M.A. Thesis, Queen’s University,
1996.
� Light upon the shadows of exodus:
maritime women and the Boston
Y.W.C.A., 1890-1910 by Fiona
Kathleen Bellerive, M.A. Thesis,
Dalhousie University, 1994.
� German Lutherans in the Prairie
Provinces before the First World War:
their church background, emigration
and new beginning in Canada by
John Moser Cobb, Ph.D. Thesis,
University of Manitoba, 1991.
� Who Went to School?: School
Attendance in Three British Columbia
Communities in 1901 by Donna
Lynne Mandeville, M.A. Thesis,

University of Victoria, 2002.
� Domestic Service in Saint John,
New Brunswick, 1851-1891 by
Katherine Norma Elaine Biggs,
M.A. Thesis, University of New
Brunswick, 1992.
� The keepers’ trade: skills, attributes
and the pursuit of the hotel trade in
late nineteenth-century Guelph,
Shawn Day, M.A. Thesis,
University of Guelph, 2004.
� The furniture heritage of Saint
John River valley communities: eth-
nicity and regional identity formation,
1763-1851 by Jane
Leigh Cook, Ph.D.
Thesis, Dalhousie
University, 1998.

� The historical geography of the 
distilling industry in Ontario: 1850-
1900 by Tanya Lynn MacKinnon,
M.A. Thesis, Wilfrid Laurier
University, 2000.

There seems to be no free data-
base of American theses and dis-
sertations, but many libraries pro-
vide access to ProQuest’s
“Dissertations and Theses — Full
text” database. ProQuest claims to
have “the world’s most compre-
hensive collection of dissertations
and theses”. The database current-
ly includes 2.4 million dissertation
and theses citations from around
the world, from 1861 to the pres-
ent. Abstracts are included for doc-
toral dissertations published since
July 1980 and master’s theses pub-
lished since 1988.

Another way to find relevant
dissertations (but not M.A. theses)
is to check the American Historical
Association’s, Directory of History
Dissertations, www.historians.org
/pubs/dissertations/. This is a free
database containing basic informa-
tion about more than 21,000 disser-

tations that are currently in
progress or have been completed
in the US and Canada since 1882.
Most don’t have abstracts, just the
author’s name, year, school, advi-
sor’s name and title. Here are a
few interesting titles I found:
� Catching Babies: The Change From
Midwife to Physician-Attended
Childbirth in Wisconsin, 1870-1930,
by Charlotte G. Borst, Madison
University, 1989.
� Who Cared? The Poor in Colonial
New York City, 1628-1753, by
Irmgard Carras, NYU, 1995.
� In Light of Failure: Bankruptcy,
Insolvency and Financial Failure in
New York City, 1790-1860, by James
Ciment, CUNY, 1992.
� The New York City Building

Trades, 1890-1910, by Timothy
Houlihan, SUNY, 1994.
� Jews, Prostitutes and
Progressives in New York
City 1900-1930, by Judith
Lee Vavpen Joseph, SUNY,

1986.
Once you’ve found a title that

interests you, if it’s not digitized
(most recent ones are), ask your

local librarian to arrange to bor-
row a copy through inter-library
loan. Most libraries participate in

this program and can arrange to
get a copy for you. If this doesn’t
work, ProQuest will sell you your
own copy, for a fee of course.
Theses don’t come cheap — it will
probably cost you between $40 to
$50, but the wealth of information
will be worth it.

So the next time you’ve got a
spare moment and you’d like to
learn more about the history or
social context of your ancestors’
lives, try looking for an academic
thesis. You may be surprised by
what you find, and rewarded by
the vast amount of research that’s
already been done for you!

AAccaaddeemmiicc  TThheesseess
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genealogist based in Toronto,
Canada. Her expertise includes
Upper Canada, fur trade and
aboriginal research, and turning
bare bones genealogies into full-
fledged family histories. Her web-
site is www.UpperCanadaGenealogy.
com.
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DIANE L. RICHARD GOES OLD SCHOOL IN HER GENEALOGY RESEARCH

IF YOU OR AN ancestor ever attend-
ed a Chicago Public School, check
out this website, http://www.cps
alumni.org. There is a page for
every Chicago Public School (CPS)
that ever existed! My husband
went to Wolfgang A. Mozart
Elementary School for a year and
there is a home page for that
school too.

First, let’s talk about genealo-
gy; for us family historians, the
best parts of this website are the
historic records available! You do
need to register to access the his-
toric records. Though the registra-
tion will ask you about what
school you attended, you can just
pick one at random for the regis-
tration to be processed. Your infor-
mation will not show up anywhere
for doing this; so, no worries that
all of a sudden you will be consid-
ered an alumnus of that school or
receive e-mails regarding that
school or CPS!

Once you register, go to any
school’s home page and in the
lower right corner will be a graph-
ic labeled Historical Attendee
Records.

When you click on this graph-
ic, you will be taken to a page of
records that are presented in PDF
form, beginning with the year
1873 and ending in 1973. There are
no known records predating 1873
due to the Chicago fire. Records
after 1973 may not legally be dis-
played. The posted records, how-
ever, are a matter of public record
and were taken from the Board of
Education minutes. 

Choose which decade interests
you. If it’s the 1870s, you will find
various records listing high school
admissions. Starting in 1896, the
lists include both admissions and
graduates. And, starting in 1919,
elementary school admissions and
graduates are included.

A great feature is that the PDF
files are searchable. So, if you
know an admission/graduation

year or within a few years, you
could search the file for each year,
whether you know the applicable
school or not! Some of the records
even include birth dates for the
graduates!

Using my husband’s family as
a starting point, I spent some time
looking for his grandmother, great-
aunt and grandfather’s family.

His grandmother was Annie
Bobejka/Bobeyka (born 1913), her
sister was Jennie Bobejka (born
1915) and his grandfather was
Tadeus/Theodore Owczarek/
Ozark (born 1907). One typically
graduated from eighth grade at
about 13 or 14 years of age, which
would be about 1927 for Annie,
about 1929 for Jennie and about
1921 for Theodore.

I found Jennie’s entry in the
1929 list for high school admis-
sions:
BRENTANO SCHOOL
Anderson, Harry W Refused
Anagnostopulos, Katherine C 1921
Austin, Mary Elaine 1920
Behlke, Lillian C  Refused
Bergquist, Lillian C 1920
Bitrich, Walter N 1920
Blumenthal, Frank J 1920
Bobejka, Jennie A Refused 

Interestingly, a 1919 report
explicitly states “The following
named pupils are entitled to
admission to the High School
Department September 1, 1919,
upon recommendation of the prin-
cipals of the various elementary
schools.” We know that at the
time, elementary schools went
through the eighth grade. This

seems to indicate that pupils typi-
cally were educated through the
eighth grade and that pupils did
not always then continue on to
high school.

Continuing our trek; remem-
ber, you have to open each file and
then search it individually. In the
1927 list for high school admis-
sions, I found this entry for Annie:
DRUMMOND SCHOOL
Blaszczyk, Lucy M 1921
Bobejka, Annie A 1921

Though our target Annie
Bobejka was supposedly an Annie
Mary Bobejka, would the sisters
have attended different elemen-
tary schools? That seems unlikely.

When the report includes a
date that does not appear to be a
birth date, it is referring to the
date of vaccination, which is not
very helpful for our purposes.

Page for Wolfgang A. Mozart Elementary School.
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As mentioned earlier, a Jennie
A. Bobejka “refused” in 1929. This
could explain why in the 1930 cen-
sus, both Jennie and her sister
Annie were working as a laborer
and an inspector, respectively, in a
candy factory — they or their par-
ents having opted for them not to
attend high school.

We do know that Annie
attended Tuley High School,
though she ultimately graduated
from Shurz High School by taking
night classes. This record, howev-
er, has yet to be found.

Given these apparent stum-
bling blocks, let’s switch to my
husband’s paternal side and the
name Ozark — which
was originally
Owczarek — but it’s
more likely that a
school record would
bear the birth name, so
both will be researched.

Unfortunately, there
are records missing for
a few years, such as
1921 and 1922 (which
would be approximate-
ly when Theodore start-
ed high school), and
there are often records
missing for a particular
year (summer gradu-
ates) that may survive
for another year.

No Ozark individu-
als were found in the
earlier years searched,
though I would find
Owczarek and variants
here and there, though
none of them were my
husband’s grandfather
or his siblings. 

I then shifted to the next gen-
eration, where I at least knew per-
sonally that they had attended
school and graduated, and found
an entry for Theodore Ozark, my
husband’s uncle. It identifies his
school and birth date and tells us
that he graduated from Wolfgang
A. Mozart School in January 1961.
(The document states “Graduates
of the Elementary Schools,
January 27, 1961, The following
pupils received diplomas of grad-
uation from the eighth grade of
the Chicago public elementary
schools and are entitled to admis-

sion to the high school.”)
Interestingly, this is consistent

with the elementary school that
my husband
attended for a
brief time and it
makes sense
since he was
living with his
grandmother,
mother of the
above-men-
tioned
Theodore! And,
though I know
when Andrea
Ozark, sister of
Theodore grad-

uated from the same school, 1958,
she is not listed in either of the
two lists that include this year. She
went on to graduate from Kelvyn
Park High School in 1962 and
again, is not listed.

So, do remember that the
information provided is not exact-
ly the same year to year, nor do all
the records survive and, as with
many documents, the original lists
were not necessarily complete and
accurate. This means that the
absence of a record tells you noth-
ing except that the information is
not found versus the individual

not attending nor graduating.
And, with any search engine con-
nected to scanned documents, the

quality of the original document
can definitely impact the ability
for you to successfully “search”
for a name.

If you are an alumnus of CPS,
there are other features that you
might want to take advantage of,
such as sharing a memory, naming
a favorite teacher or answering
questions posed by current stu-
dents. You can also submit news
and nominate distinguished alum-
ni, or recognize someone for
achievement as a CPS leader.

If you want to learn more
about an ancestor as a youth, what
better way than to learn what
schools they went to, when they
started and when they graduated!

CCPPSS  AAlluummnnii

Above: The results of the 1873 High
and Normal Schools admission exam.
Left: The admissions list for 1960-61
shows Theodore Ozark and even
includes his birthdate!

Diane L. Richard has been doing
genealogy research for more than
20 years. With a husband born in
Chicago and several clients with
Chicago connections, she has spent
many hours researching the records
of Chicago and Cook County. She
currently does professional
research in NC and she can be
found online at www.mosaicrpm
.com/Genealogy.
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EDUCATION WAS NOT possible for
everyone in the past, but just the
same, schools may have played a
large part in the formative years of
many of your ancestors. School
records are not centralized in any
one place, so finding documenta-
tion of your ancestors’ school days
requires a blend of creative think-
ing and good luck. The results of
your search, though, might yield
some pleasant surprises. 

First, don’t overlook what you
or your family might already have
on hand from school and college
days. Old report cards, term
papers, tests and quizzes (not that
I want my family to see all my old
grades!), diplomas, school annuals
and newspapers, campus snap-
shots, class photos, awards, certifi-
cates and trophies all bring back
memories and brighten a matter-
of-fact collection of biographical
data. 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY RECORDS
The University of Oxford, in
Oxford, is the oldest university in
England, dating back to the late
11th century. The Oxford
University Archives, at
http://www.oua.ox.ac.uk, has records
of students who matriculated (that
is, were admitted to the school)
before 1932. 

The next college in England,
the University of Cambridge, was

founded in 1209. Cambridge and
Oxford were the only two univer-
sities in England until 1832. Only a
tiny fraction of the population
attended college from the Middle
Ages through the 19th century, but
the graduates of these two institu-
tions include many prominent

writers, historical figures and prac-
tically all the ministers of the
Church of England. 

Ancestry.com offers the collec-
tions “Oxford University Alumni,
1500 to 1886”, and “Cambridge

University Alumni, 1261-1900”.
The information was extracted
from university records, and some
early and very thorough published
rosters. 

Oxford students can also be
found in Joseph Foster’s Alumni
Oxonienses: The Members of the

University of Oxford, 1715-1886 and
Alumni Oxonienses: The Members of
the University of Oxford, 1500-1714.
These volumes are available on
Google Book Search at
http://books.google.com. Cambridge
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students are listed in J.A. Venn,
comp., Alumni Cantabrigienses, and
Athenae Cantabrigienses by Charles
Henry Cooper, Thompson Cooper,
and George John Gray. Google
Book Search is a good place to
check for alumni lists and histories
of other colleges as well.

The first universities in what is
now the US were Harvard College
(now Harvard University), found-
ed in Cambridge, Massachusetts in
1636; William and Mary College in
Williamsburg, Virginia, founded in
1693; and Yale University, in
Hartford, Connecticut, founded in
1701.

College education was avail-
able to relatively few Americans
before the mid-20th century. One
account states that in the 1898-99
school year, there were 484 col-
leges and universities in the US,
“of which 348 were co-educational
and 136 for men only”, plus 145
women’s colleges and
seminaries. There were a
little fewer than 225,000
college students, and this
included enrollment in
hundreds of other schools
for medicine, nursing, law
and technical training.
The population of the US
in 1900 was 76 million.

Great things were
expected of the few who
did go to college. A look
at a pre-20th-century
alumni list from a US col-
lege might have a high
number of Civil War gen-
erals and officers; local,
state and federal politi-
cians; and prominent local
leaders. Similarly, search-
ing old lists of British col-
leges, likewise, may yield
information about many
future military, civic and literary
figures. Historians writing for such
works as the Dictionary of National
Biography mine these old rosters
for biographical information. In
some cases, the student’s parents,
place and date of birth (and some-
times death), and details of their
future career may be included. 

The percentage of Americans
with college educations soared
during the 20th century. The GI
Bill helped to finance college edu-

cations for millions of former US
service personnel after WWII. US
census data indicates that as of
2004, 85 percent of those age 25 or
older were high school graduates,
and 28 percent had college
degrees. 

In earlier times, many profes-
sionals didn’t attend college, but
then, they didn’t have to. Legal
and medical
training, for
instance, was
often conducted
through a kind
of apprentice-
ship. Although
medical schools
existed, most
prospective
doctors in the
early US “read
medicine” by
studying with
an established

doctor. A law student spent years
in an attorney’s office, reading his
collection of legal works and pick-
ing up knowledge of the profes-
sion by watching his mentor,
becoming accredited to practice
himself. 

Requiring a university degree
to obtain a law or medical license
smacked of elitism to much of the
population. And, given the ineffec-
tive and harmful treatments advo-
cated well into the 19th century,

it’s debatable just how much dif-
ference it made to require a doctor
to attend medical school. Licensing
standards for law and medicine,
which were set by the individual
states, tightened in the years after
the Civil War. By that time, a doc-
tor or lawyer in the family proba-
bly attended college to become
trained in their professions.

The US Military Academy was
established at West Point, New
York, in 1802. Course work con-
centrated heavily on mathematics,
which was especially crucial for
engineer and artillery officers.
However, attendance at West Point
was not mandatory for officers,
and many were promoted from the
ranks or commissioned directly
from civilian life, especially during
the Civil War. George Washington
Cullum’s 1891 Biographical Register
of the Officers and Graduates of the
US Military Academy is one of
many useful listings of West Point
alumni with biographical informa-
tion.

FINDING COLLEGE RECORDS
Materials in college and university
archives may be useful to you.
Check for the websites of colleges
attended by your ancestors and
see what they have to offer.
Occasionally, you might find a col-
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Above: Students and their teacher pose
for a photo in their classroom at
Sunset, West Virginia c. 1921. Left:
Children at Grammar School No. 56 in
New York City assemble for morning
exercises, sometime between 1868 and
1878. At this time, few students went
on to high school or college.
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lege archive with a genealogy sec-
tion. Student records are often
encumbered by privacy regula-
tions, but you might be able to
obtain a transcript or other college
records of a deceased relative if
you can prove kinship. In addition,
college websites often have histori-
cal information that can be helpful.
Alumni rosters are an easy place to
find an ancestor’s name and a bit
about their college careers without
digging in archives. Checks of
online sources, such as Google
Book Search and library catalogs,
are good places to find these vol-
umes. Many can be borrowed
through interlibrary loan.

Published college histories
might also be useful. While you
may not find your relatives
in the text, the book may
mention the era that they
attended the college. There
might be photos of the build-
ings where they lived and
studied, and some of the pro-
fessors they knew. 

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS
Whether your ancestors went
to school at all often depend-
ed on where they lived and
upon on their financial sta-
tus. Many children in the
past were unable to attend
school at all, as they were
needed to work on their fam-
ily farms or in their business.
Wealthy families often hired
tutors, if local schools were
substandard or non-existent. 

Education for girls was
far more limited than it was
for boys, a fact that is illus-
trated by lower rates of
female literacy. It was only in
1833 that Oberlin College,
the first co-educational col-
lege in the US, was estab-
lished in Oberlin, Ohio. 

England has a long tradition of
“grammar schools”, dating back to
the Middle Ages. Because they
admitted any student who could
pay, they were known in England
as “public schools”. In the US and
Canada, such privately run,
tuition-based schools are called
“private schools”, and “public
schools” are the state-run schools

open to all students. 
Education at universities and

elite boarding schools was largely
limited to prosperous or wealthy
families. In some cases, though,
children from poor families were
awarded scholarships, or allowed
to pay for part or all their tuition
by working at the school. 

American
public schools
were founded
as early as the
17th century
in New
England, but
private acade-
mies were the
norm for edu-
cation in the

colonial era and later. By the 1840s,
social reformers succeeded in
pushing the establishment of free
public schools in many states.
Massachusetts made school atten-
dance compulsory in 1853. By
1918, all US states required chil-
dren to go to school. 

The early public schools
offered learning in varying quali-

ties and amounts. “Old field
schools” were so-called because
they were built on small patches of
worn-out farmland donated by
landowners. Taxes to support
schools were limited. Schools
might be in session only a few
months, and children sometimes
attended only a year or two. 

Primary schools gave children
the basics of education in just a
few years. High schools, or sec-
ondary schools, taught far fewer
students than elementary ones.
Before 1900, most secondary edu-
cation was handled by tutors, or in
private academies. By one esti-
mate, only 10 percent of US chil-
dren of high school age attended
such a school in 1900. Most were
from prosperous families. 

SCHOOL ANNUALS OR YEARBOOKS
College yearbooks or annuals date
as far back as the 1890s, soon after
the introduction of the new
halftone process, which made a
practical way to print photo-
graphs. High school yearbooks
began to appear as well. In year-
books, you can find portraits of
students and faculty, group photos
of sports teams and clubs, campus
and local town scenes, plus adver-
tisements that document local stu-
dent hangouts. Blank end pages
are traditionally filled with auto-
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Above: The Centenary Female College
of Cleveland Tennessee, which closed
in 1929, is one of many vanished col-
leges and academies that you can
research through articles and ads in
microfilmed or digitized historic
newspapers. Left: High school and 
college yearbooks date as far back as
the 1890s for some institutions, and
are a surprisingly rich source of 
family history photos. 
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graphs, doodles and longer notes
of farewell or remembrance. 

The yearbook may have a por-
trait photo of your ancestor. A
careful sifting of the pages may
turn up more information. For
instance, your relative might be in
a photo of the student govern-
ment, a campus club, or a fraterni-
ty or sorority. A sharp eye may
spot your relative strolling the
sidewalks or indoor corridors in a
campus scene.

Yearbooks are also a great local
history resource, and offer a good
way to find out what a town and
its people looked like during vari-
ous recent decades. Clothing and
hair fashions, cars and fads may be
amusingly documented, too. Local
libraries might have copies of high
school and college annuals. They
can also be found at yard sales, on
eBay, or in the stock of antique or
used book dealers. 

The Dead Fred Photo Archive
has a large collection of high
school and college annuals at
http://www.deadfred
.com/annuals_05.php. 

E-yearbook.com
at http://www.e-year
book.com has a large
collection of college
and high school
yearbooks online.
You can browse
small page images
without charge, or
purchase full access
for $29.95 a year or
$4.95 per month. 

Besides year-
books, other publica-
tions of interest
might include com-
mencement programs and college
catalogs. 

NEWSPAPERS
College newspapers date as far
back as the 18th century. Xooxle
Answers has links to online
historic archives of college news-

papers at http://xooxleanswers.com
/newspaperarchives5.aspx. Their
links include Harvard, Cornell,
and Penn State, and go as far back
as 1873 in the case of Harvard. The
Z. Smith Reynolds Library at Wake
Forest University has the 1916-
2000 issues of their school paper

online with their digital collections
at http://collections.zsr.wfu.edu.
Other college newspapers may be
found on microfilm, which some-
times can be borrowed via interli-
brary loan. 

Local newspapers are also use-
ful places to look for information
on schools and colleges.
Construction or loss of school
buildings; arrivals and departures
of teachers; lists of graduates;
notable incidents; and perhaps
reminiscences by former students
are among the topics you might
find covered.
Advertise-
ments for early
private acade-
mies reveal
information,
such as the
location of the
school, names
of teachers, the
amount of
tuition and the
school’s cur-

riculum that otherwise would be
lost to history.
Newspaperarchive.com and
Genealogybank.com have been
rewarding places to find this kind
of material.

If you know when and where
someone graduated, a keyword
search with online newspapers is
very convenient. I knew from a
brief biographical note I found in a
book that one of my great-grand-
fathers graduated from medical
school in 1896, and started his
practice in Tennessee. A search of
online newspapers from

Tennessee, at www.Newspaper
archive.com, turned up an 1896 arti-
cle about graduation at the
Tennessee Medical College in
Knoxville. My great-grandfather
Dr. N.B. Adams was included in a
list of brand-new graduates. Even
better, the article had some details
of a farewell speech that my great-
grandfather gave to the newly
minted doctors, who he said were
now “ready to step out and paddle
their own canoe”. 

Commencement ceremonies
were extensively covered in early

newspapers, and are a rich
source of names. The end of
the school year at a college or

academy was a major social event,
drawing in not only the families of
the students and graduates, but
much of the local community as
well. 

Take, for example, the com-
mencement of 1890 at the
Centenary Female College of
Cleveland, Tennessee. Visitors,
according to the Knoxville Journal,
came from as far away as the
Indian Territory and Oklahoma.
The baccalaureate sermon drew
such a crowd that much of the
audience couldn’t squeeze into the
college chapel, and had to listen
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Above: Some historic college
newspapers are available
online. Here is a page from the
Old Gold and Black, the Wake
Forest College newspaper, in
1921. Postcards are good
sources for early pictures of
schools. Left: a postcard of a
high school in Holly Springs,
North Carolina from 1920.
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through the open windows. The
awards that year included a “lady-
like medal” given to Miss Irene
McAfee, and another prize for
“neatness in room” for Miss
Fannie Fishburn.

Don’t overlook the possibility
that a relative may have served on
a long-ago school board, or as a
trustee or other official of a school.
Names also appear on school
charters and petitions. 

PICTURES AND POSTCARDS
Often, there just won’t be any
records left mentioning that a par-
ticular student attended a school
long ago. Finding a picture of the
school may be as much as you can
do, but this would add a bright
touch to someone’s ancestral file.
You will need to tailor your search
to fit the region where a particular
relative lived. Leafing through city
and county histories may yield
pictures of early local schools and
academies. You might also look
for an architectural history of a
town or county. 

Photograph collections of his-
torical societies, and state or uni-
versity archives might also be
fruitful places for you to look. 

Another great-grandfather of
mine graduated from the
Louisville Medical College in
Kentucky in 1882. I was unable to
find a picture of the college dating
from his era until I thought of the
Panoramic Maps at the Library of
Congress’ American Memory site.
The collection, at http://memory.loc.
gov/ammem/pmhtml/panhome.html,
shows “bird’s-eye” views of hun-
dreds of US cities and towns,
mainly from the late 1800s.
Landmarks, such as colleges, acad-
emies, seminaries, and high

schools, are prominent in these
views. Included in the collection
was an 1876 view of Louisville
that shows the Louisville Medical
College, six years before my ances-
tor graduated. 

Postcards are an easy and
dependable source for school and
college pictures. Prior to WWI,
postcards were a wildly popular
fad. Back then, even in the small-
est US towns, merchants offered
views of local scenes and land-
marks. Large, new school build-
ings were a source of pride in
communities, and were featured
on a lot of postcards. College
scenes were also widely available.
Even after the postcard boom
faded, colleges and high schools
remained as popular subjects. A
check on eBay or in antique shops
may turn up a photo of a school
attended by one of your ancestors.

FINDING SCHOOL RECORDS
Some larger US public school sys-
tems have historical records at
university archives. You can also
check for the websites of school
systems that your relatives may
have attended. As with colleges,
public school records are often
bound by privacy concerns. 
Older records may have been lost
in fires, or tossed to save space.
This is particularly true of the
many colleges and academies that
have gone out of business and
vanished. Old newspapers are one
of the best places to look for infor-
mation on these long-gone institu-
tions.

As always, Cyndi’s List pitch-
es in to help with a list of school
and college links: http://www.
cyndislist.com/schools.htm. 
Genealogy Today, at http://www.

genealogytoday.com, is a fee-based
service that includes many school
yearbooks, programs and catalogs.
You can search the index for free. 

Once every 10 years, census
records reveal a lot of school-relat-
ed information. A young person’s
occupation is often listed as “stu-
dent”. And, once in a while, cen-
sus pages include the names of
staff and pupils in a boarding
school. 

The Original Record, at
http://www.theoriginalrecord.com/,
offers surname searches to a great
variety of English records, includ-
ing many old school rosters and
other documents. A search is free,
and scans of documents turned up
in the search may be purchased. 

Ancestry.com has a great
many college and school records.
They have a separate category for
“yearbooks”. School rosters are
under “Directories and Member
Lists”, and there are many other
school and college sources listed
under “Stories, Memories, and
Histories”.

As a final thought, while
you’re thinking of school and col-
lege days, don’t forget your own.
A small selection of campus pho-
tos, programs, flyers and posters,
sports and concert tickets, and
other ephemera from your school
years can make a wonderful pack-
et of family history to hand down
into the future. 
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Harvard (founded in 1636) and Yale (founded in 1701) meet on the football field, c. 1905. 

SScchhooooll  RReeccoorrddss  OOnnlliinnee

SCHOOL RECORDS IG.qxd  6/25/2008  4:24 PM  Page 5



SCOTTISH ANCESTRY. Were they from Aberdeenshire,
Banffshire or Moray? We can help you to uncover your
ancestors. Extensive mail-order catalogue covering all
Scotland. Membership is £15. Aberdeen & NE Scotland
FHS, 158-164 King St., Aberdeen, AB24 5BD, Scotland. 
E-mail:enquiries@anesfhs.org.uk. Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk

EXPERT ITALIAN & LATIN TRANSLATION.
Handwriting specialist. Genealogical, family history
records, deeds, personal correspondence. Juliet Viola
Kniffen, M.A., 1908 Grant Street, Berkeley, CA 94703-
1510, USA; e-mail scans to: julietviola@comcast.net;
www.julietviola.com

TRANSLATIONS, German-English, English-German,
old German handwriting (Schrift), Gothic typeset
(Fraktur). Certified translator. For free estimate send pho-
tocopies to Liselotte Kuster Translations, 2907 Pierce
Ave., La Crosse, WI 54603-1070. Or call: (608) 781-
4918, fax: (608) 781-0087, e-mail:
LiloKuster@prodigy.net

IRELAND - Irish Citizenship/ Passport - genealogy
based in Dublin, Ireland, provides family research.
Specialising in certificates for Irish citizenship applica-
tion. Contact Hilda McGauley, M.Sc. of Records
Ireland. E-mail: roots@recordsireland.ie Website
www.recordsireland.com

PENNSYLVANIA GENEALOGY & home history
specialist, (717) 754-0283 or online at
www.PennsylvaniaResearch.com

To advertise e-mail jeanette@moorshead.com or telephone toll-
free 1-888-326-2476 (EST).

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Deadline for applications 31 December 2008

PAGE 45 ADS.qxd  6/24/2008  3:15 PM  Page 1



Have you ever wondered
about the story behind the 
tea bag? Or who invented 
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DAVID A. NORRIS EXPLORES SOME UNCHARTED TERRITORY IN SEARCH OF 

ONCE YOU’VE FOUND some Civil
War ancestors and obtained infor-
mation about their military
careers, you might still be left
with questions. For one thing, you
might want to know exactly
where they marched and fought
during the war. 

Today, there are several places
to find large collections of Civil
War maps. Small maps might
cover a single fort or cannon
emplacement, a POW camp or a
portion of a battlefield. There are
also useful state and regional
maps, loaded with names and
locations of old towns, river land-
ings, bridges and
other places that
may have played a
role in your ances-
tors’ Civil War expe-
riences. 

These map sites
are also useful for
finding other his-
toric maps from the
years before and
after the war.

The surprisingly
complete variety of
Civil War maps that
we have today
could not be more
different than the
problems caused by
incomplete or inac-
curate maps that
plagued many Civil
War leaders. 

Before the Civil
War, there was no
systematic national
program to make detailed maps
of the entire land area of the US.
The coastlines were well-charted
for mariners by the US Coast
Survey. Vast tracts of the Midwest
and West were surveyed for land
sales, and army expeditions had
mapped much of the far west.
But, much of the interior of the
South, where most Civil War bat-
tles would occur, was not well
mapped. Early in the war, Union
generals sent staffers to look in
bookshops to find maps of the
Southern states. 

Confederate leaders began the
war with few maps of even their
own territory. Brig. Gen. Richard
Taylor was shocked at the lack of
available maps. In the spring of
1862, he and other Confederate
commanders faced a Union army
pressing toward Richmond. Of
regions within a day’s march from
the Confederate capital, and that
had been settled for more than
two centuries, they “knew no
more about the topography of the
country than they did about
Central Africa”. Taylor continued,
“without maps, sketches, or prop-
er guides… [we were] nearly as

helpless as if we had been sud-
denly transferred to the banks of
the Lualaba”, he wrote, using an
old name for the Congo River.

Making maps for the Union
Army was the responsibility of
the Corps of Topographic
Engineers, which was merged into
the US Army’s Corps of Engineers
in 1863. The Southern forces
established a Topographical
Engineers Bureau for the
Confederate Army. By mid-1862,
survey teams were at work mak-
ing new maps of Virginia, and by

the next year, working their way
south into the Carolinas. Courses
at the US Military Academy
included instruction in making
maps, so many non-engineer offi-
cers could also produce maps. 

Army mapmakers used a
variety of both simple and com-
plex tools. Among them was the
transit, which was also used by
surveyors. The transit was a tele-
scope, mounted to rotate on verti-
cal and horizontal axes. A user
could determine the exact angles
that the telescope was pointing. 

With a transit, only one dis-
tance between two points had to

be physically meas-
ured. A surveyor’s
chain, 66 feet long,
was one way of
determining the
exact distance. Once
the baseline was
established, the user
pointed the transit
to a distant spot
from each end of the
measured line. This
created a triangle, in
which the length of
one leg was known,
and the angles of the
other two were also
known. The dis-
tances of the other
two sides could be
determined with a
mathematical for-
mula. This allowed
rapid surveys of
large areas without
having to tramp up

and down every distance that
needed to be measured. 

Other tools of the mapmaker
included the sextant, which meas-
ured the distance between the
horizon and a celestial object.
Used with an accurate chronome-
ter, the sextant determined longi-
tude and latitude. An aneroid
barometer could measure altitude. 

A wooden case carried a vari-
ety of pens, straight edges and
other drawing tools. Distance on a
march could be measured with an
odometer, attached to a wagon
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Union Army topographical engineers pose by a tent in their camp in
Virginia. The officers at the table appear to be working on a map.
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axle. The number of revolutions
recorded could be converted into
miles. 

Pencils, including colored
ones, were useful for quick sketch
maps. The rough hand-drawn
maps done in the field lack the
detail and polish of maps pro-
duced in printing establishments,
but they have an exciting immedi-
acy to them. Engineers sketched
these maps in camp or even in the
saddle, often in an atmosphere of
battle smoke and whizzing bul-
lets. 

Military maps were heavily
textured to convey information
about the terrain. Closely drawn
hatch marks indicated hills and
depressions. Symbolic patterns
showed wetlands or forest.
Houses and structures were usu-
ally indicated by small dots or
squares, unless the map was on
such a large scale as to permit the
building being outlined in scale.
Churches might be indicated by
putting a small cross atop the
square drawn to mark the build-
ing. 

Color coding also conveyed
information. Important roads
might be traced in red; forests
tinted green; water painted blue;
terrain features in brown; and
writing in black ink.

Knowledge of roads, naviga-
ble rivers, and bridges and fords
for crossing streams were of vital
importance to an army. These
transportation routes are well
indicated on army maps, and pro-
vide invaluable assistance for
genealogists today. As a bonus for
family research, many military
maps not only mark farmhouses,
but indicate the names of the
owners as well. 

Rivers and creeks change their
courses over the years, and may
be radically altered from their
contours in the 1860s. Ponds may
have dried up and disappeared
since the Civil War, and new lakes
and ponds may have been added
to an area that you are research-
ing. On the other hand, railroads
may remain in the same right of
way they had during the Civil
War. Many modern roads are
paved atop roads that existed dur-
ing the war, or even in the colo-

nial era, for that matter. 
When multiple copies of maps

were needed, drawing them by
hand was far too slow. To print
military maps during the Atlanta
Campaign in 1864, General
William T. Sherman’s chief topo-
graphical engineer was provided

with “a printing press, two litho-
graphic presses, one photographic
establishment, arrangements for
map-mounting, and a full corps of
draughtsmen and assistants”.
Stone lithography was the same
process used to make the famous
Currier and Ives prints. Although

faster than engraving, lithographs
were prepared on large, thick
slabs of limestone, and the heavy
stones and presses were trouble-
some to haul for use near combat
zones. 

Early in the war, a method for
making photographic copies of

maps was used, but there were
problems. The edges were often
blurred, and large maps had to be
copied in sections, the edges of
which did not line up properly.
Although bright daylight was
required to make the copies (so
the work could not be done at
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Above: Military maps give detailed looks at roads, streams, buildings and ter-
rain. They are as close as we can come to aerial photos of the places where Civil

War ancestors marched and fought from 1861 to 1865.
Below: This map of Atlanta shows Union earthworks in red, and Confederate 

fortifications in black, that were built during July and August 1864.
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night or on cloudy days), the
copies faded quickly if exposed to
sunlight.

A new process was invented
during the war that made photo-
graphic copying much easier. The
map to be copied was traced on
very thin paper. The tracing was
laid over a sheet of linen that had
been treated with silver nitrate.
Exposing the linen to light turned
it black everywhere except where
the inked lines blocked the light.
New versions of these maps could
be prepared quickly as new infor-
mation came in from scouts, cap-
tured soldiers and deserters, and
peddlers. This process was used
by both sides, but it was expen-
sive and therefore of limited use.

Civil War maps that are avail-
able online include original hand-
drawn military maps, and a vari-
ety of printed maps. After the end
of the war, work continued on
detailed maps of the battlefields.
Usually, you can find one or more
maps of major battles. Some battle

maps have enough detail to allow
you to see where an ancestor’s
regiment was during the battle. 

Many Confederate army maps
were lost or destroyed around the
end of the war. Captured maps
were used by the Union Army
during the war, and for study by
the War Department and by histo-
rians in later years. Other “lost”
hand-drawn Confederate maps
surfaced later, and have been
added to some of the online col-
lections shown below. 

CIVIL WAR MAPS AT THE LIBRARY
OF CONGRESS
The Library of Congress’ “Civil
War Maps” at http://memory.loc
.gov/ammem/collections/civil_war_maps
is a growing collection containing
“2,240 Civil War maps and charts
and 76 atlases and sketchbooks
that are held within the
Geography and Map Division, 200
maps from the Library of Virginia,
and 400 maps from the Virginia
Historical Society”. 

Many large map files are
available as MrSID, DjVU or
JPEG2000 files, formats that com-
press the images without loss of
detail. You won’t need special
software to view the maps online,
but will need a special viewer to
see these files if you download
them onto your computer. The
Library of Congress’s Wavelet
Compression Technology page at
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/help
/compression.html has useful infor-
mation about viewing these files. 

You can also go directly to
Lizardtech’s site to download a
free DjVu Browser Plug-in, or the
ExpressView Browser Plug-in
(formerly MrSID Browser Plug-in)
at http://www.lizardtech.com/down
load/dl_options.php?page=viewers.
ER Mapper offers a free ER
Viewer that opens large JPEG2000
and other files: http://www.ermap
per.com/ProductView.aspx?t=160.
Basically, these viewers work by
decompressing only the enlarged
portion of an image that you are
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This detail from a US Coast Survey chart shows the harbor of Boston, Massachusetts during the Civil War.
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