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Prospecting for Ancestors
Researching your family history is a lot like panning for gold: you
sift endlessly through clues hoping to find that one little dazzling
nugget that completes the puzzle. You're excited about the “find”
and then you dump the dregs away from the pan and start all over
again. It’s the satisfaction you get with each new piece of
information you uncover that keeps you going. Today’s
genealogists and miners from the Gold Rush era definitely had a
lot in common!

In this issue, David A. Norris shows you how to strike it rich
in your research by revealing several excellent online sources and
strategies for finding your Gold Rush ancestors, and he also writes
about finding county records online. We also have some great
articles by Diane L. Richard and Howard Mathieson on exploring
maps online and building and maintaining an electronic atlas.
Janice Nickerson shows you how to seek out your Canadian ances-
tors using some of the best available Internet sources. Lisa A. Alzo
has dug deep to find some great
online resources for Russian research,
and shows you how to create a lasting
tribute on a new kind of obituary site.
And Dan Lynch updates us on the
new and improved Ellis Island
Database.

There’s lots more to discover in
this issue of Internet Genealogy. Good
luck with your prospecting!

Ed Zapletal, Editor
edward@moorshead.com

GoOT AN IDEA? WANT TO WRITE FOR INTERNET
GENEALOGY? WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM You!

If you have an idea for an article that you would like to
propose to us, whether you are an experienced genealogist or
a relative newcomer to the hobby, send us a short note (our
address is in the masthead on the right) or e-mail (see
address below) outlining your thoughts. We may not always
be able to accept your proposal, but we will consider it and
give you an answet, usually within a few days. We always
encourage prospective authors to visit our website and
explore the Authors” Notes page. Most of what you need to
know about writing for Internet Genealogy is there, and you
can always e-mail us if you have further questions.

INTERNET GENEALOGY FEEDBACK

The editors of Internet Genealogy love to hear from you, the reader.
When we attend or exhibit at conventions, we have dozens of people
who come up to us to comment on the magazine.

Almost all the comments are kind; these are nice to hear, but the
most useful feedback is critical comments, remarks about specific
articles and ideas for future issues.

We don’t want you to wait until you see us in person. Let us
know how we are doing; we really do read all your comments!

Send your e-mails to publisher@internet-genealogy.com.
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INTERNET GENEALOGY LOOKS AT WEBSITES AND RELATED NEWS THAT ARE SURE TO BE OF INTEREST

Net Notes

Voici MA FAMILLE/THAT’S MY FAMILY

www.voicimafamille.info www.thatsmyfamily.info

THIS SEARCH TOOL, free of charge and available in
French and in English, links to genealogy and fami-
ly history databases hosted by Canadian federal,
provincial or territorial archives centers and
libraries, or by other partners. It was launched and
is maintained by Bibliotheéque et Archives nationales
du Québec (BAnQ), and is managed by Library and
Archives Canada (LACQ).
When searching,

achieved as an indication of how good a match it
may be for your criteria. Additionally, an overview
of the collections where results were not found is
given.

You are not given only exact matches for the
name you entered, (e.g., Sivunen). Results for rele-
vant name variants, (e.g., Sivonen, Siven,
Stefanson), are also given.

If you see an entry in

you can choose to
search one database
(e.g., Federal sources,
Quebec, etc), or you can
search as you want (e.g.,
Federal sources AND
Quebec AND Nova
Scotia) by checking all
those of interest.
Previously you had to
visit each of these web-
sites separately.

Once you have
identified which sources
are of interest, enter a

VOIC]
MA FAMILLE

either the sorted list or
the linear list that inter-
ests you, click on the
entry and you will be
taken to the appropriate
source database where
you can view the entire
entry. Otherwise, for
each entry in the
overview, you can click
on “snapshot”, which
takes you to a more
detailed description of
the data as well as the
URL of the source infor-

FHAT'S
MY FAMILY

FRANCAIS

ERGLISTH

surname. If your query
is more complex,( e.g., a name and a specific town),
there is also an advanced search option.

The results will include an overview of all
matches sorted by topic (e.g. name), along with a
comprehensive list of matches that tells you what
title/name was found, gives you an overview of the
record and tells you the “score” that the record

mation. Most Quebec
archival material is summarized in French, though
much of the Anglican material is in English.

With this search interface, “fishing” for ances-
tors in Canada has just gotten easier. — DIANE L.
RICHARD

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

www.archives.gov/

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES and Records
Administration (NARA) will be partnering with
subscription services to digitize the records. These
records are currently available for free in NARA
research rooms, and will eventually be made acces-
sible free of charge on the NARA website.
However, there are some NARA documents already
available online for free!

Digital Vaults, http://www.digitalvaults.org/#, is a
collection of documents and images of historical
significance. Each one is "tagged" so that you can
search a tag or use keywords to find items. When I
chose the "North Carolina" tag, I found a document
labeled "Report of Plantations Leased ...". The full
title is actually "Report of Plantations Leased by D.
Heaton, Sup'v of Special Agent Ora O. Kelsia, Ass't
Special Agent in the Counties of New Hanover and
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Brunswick, State of North Carolina, at Wilmington,
NC from March 8th 1865 to July 21st 1865", which
was a report of abandoned and confiscated land
leased by the Freedman's Bureau.

Access to Archival Databases —
Genealogy/Personal History, http://aad.archives.gov
/aad/series-list.jsp?cat=GP21,22,23,24,44, currently
lists 21 separate document collections.

Online Exhibits, http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/,
is a great place to gain some perspective on some
key events or time periods.

There are also interesting NARA videos that are
available via Google, http://video.google.com/nara.
html.

So, don’t wait to start searching those NARA
records! — DIANE L. RICHARD

www.internet-genealogy.com


http://www.voicimafamille.info
http://www.thatsmyfamily.info
http://www.archives.gov
http://www.digitalvaults.org/#
http://aad.archives.gov
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits
http://video.google.com/nara
http://www.internet-genealogy.com

ANCESTRYBANK

www.ancestrybank.comlindex.php

OFTEN, RESEARCH RELIES on obscure and hard to find
original documents, usually held by descendants.
Serendipity, along with exhaustive research, is need-
ed to locate these key original documents and get
access to them. AncestryBank is attempting to help
with this through its large web-based archive of man-
uscript images and transcripts from private sources.
The “one of a kind” documents range from personal
letters to deeds to anything handwritten before 1885.

The purpose of the website is to make available
any document owned by an individual that has
genealogical information. These documents are
scanned and transcribed so that researchers can find
information about an ancestor that would have been
missing if it didn’t exist in government archives. The
images on this site are not located anywhere else on
the web.

Research can sometimes be stymied by “hearing”
that a family bible or series of letters exist and yet not
being able to figure who actually has these in their
possession, never mind gaining access to the con-
tents. The information in personal documents such as
these can be invaluable!

Archiving documents takes time and effort, and
it’s often hard to know how to get started.
AncestryBank provides people who own original
manuscripts (e.g., letters, deeds, debt issuances, etc.)
an opportunity to earn money from those documents.
By uploading a high resolution (i.e., readable) image

of a document, as well as an optional transcript of
what is written on it, a person can earn money every
time an image of their document is purchased.

If you have struggled with how to make infor-
mation available to other researchers, and don’t want
to manage a website or send out such information
via the mail, AncestryBank now provides you with a
simple means of making documents available to
other researchers while you receive some remunera-
tion for doing so.

Have a large collection of pre-1886 handwritten
documents that you would like to make available,
but don’t have the time to deal with them?
AncestryBank can help people with large collections
get their documents archived. If you have such a col-
lection and are interested in making these documents
available, get in touch with them about help to
scan/archive what you have.

People can also offer rewards to encourage help
in solving their genealogy brickwalls! This was the
original Unsolved Ancestry website. This feature
allows people to pay exactly how much they want to
pay for definitive answers to any questions they
migh have about their family history.

Whether you have documents that will help
solve the brickwalls of others or need one of your
own brickwall issues solved, AncestryBank is the
website for you. — DIANE L. RICHARD

ANTIETAM NATIONAL CEMETARY PAYROLL, 1866-67

www.whilbr.org/AntietamCemeteryPayroll/index.aspx

THE ANTIETAM NATIONAL

Cemetery was established to
contain the remains of Union
soldiers from the nearby Battle
of Antietam in Sharpsburg,
Washington County, Maryland.

Note that not all the names
associated with the cemetery
are those buried there. Now
online is the Antietam National
Cemetery Payroll, 1866-1867,
which contains scanned images
and transcriptions of the finan-
cial accounts of the cemetery
during the period when the
wall around the cemetery was
being constructed. These names
appear to be those of the ceme-
tery laborers, stone cutters and
coping workers.

The information provided
includes date, name, rate,
wages and who received the payment and encom-

www.internet-genealogy.com

passes both skilled and
unskilled labor.

There is no identification in
the book, but since the hand-
writing is identical to that used
in Dr. Biggs” Day Books and
office ledgers, it is believed
that he was the keeper of these
records. Dr. Augustin A. Biggs
was a Sharpsburg physician
and the first President and
Superintendent of the
Antietam National Cemetery.

If your ancestor was a
laborer in the Sharpsburg area
during this time period, you
may find that he helped con-
struct the wall surrounding the
Antietam National Cemetery.
— DIANE L. RICHARD
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We Want Your
Old Military Photographs!

Family Chronicle is looking for old
military uniform photographs of
your ancestors for a tentative book
(similar to our bestselling Dating Old
Photographs series).

If you have photos you'd like to
submit, and they were taken between
the Mexican-American War and the
end of World War One, we want to
hear from you! Please do not send
images from World War Two.

PLEASE NOTE: Include any pertinent
data where known: subject’s name,
regiment, unit, conflict, etc. We are
unable to date/identify unknown
subjects and these will not be used.

We will credit all photos used and send two copies
of the publication to each person whose photos we
use. Do not send images where the date/conflict/
regiment/army has to be guessed or is unknown.
Please do not send us original photos, as they will
not be returned. Copies made on a color photo-
copier are okay. If you have access to a scanner, you
can send us a CD/disk (PC format) or attach an image
file (JPEG, 200 dpi or higher, no more than three
attachments) via e-mail (preferred).

E-mail photos to militaryphotos@moorshead.com.
Mail photos to Family Chronicle, PO Box 194, Niagara
Falls, NY 14304 (USA) or Family Chronicle, 505
Consumers Road, Suite 500, Toronto, ON M2J 4V8
(Canada). Please include complete name and address
of sender with all submissions. For further details visit
http:/Ifamilychronicle.com/militaryphotos.htm
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LISA A. ALZO SHOWS YOU HOW TO CREATE SOME FAMILY TREE MAGIC!
I Dream of Geni

WOULD YOU LIKE a quick and easy
way to conjure up your family tree
and share it with family members
who can help build it? Geni.com
may be able to grant your wish.

One of the hottest trends in
genealogy today is the use of
social networking sites. Many
genealogists signed up for, and
maintain, accounts on Facebook,
www.facebook.com, MySpace,
www.myspace.com, and even
LinkedIn, www.linkedin.com. But, it
wasn’t long before those in the
genealogical world decided to cre-
ate their own social networking
sites to build family trees, and con-
nect with relatives

Geni was founded by former
executives and early employees of
PayPal, eGroups, eBay and Tribe.
To date, the site has over 20 mil-
lion profiles. Geni was mentioned
in the 17 March 2008 issue of Time
magazine, wwuw.time.com/time/
2008/software/software.pdf, and was
also named by Time as one of the
top 50 websites of 2008, and “One
of the Best Free Sofware Apps of
2008 “ by PC Magazine,
www.pcmag.com/article?/
0,2817,2271645,00.asp. User testi-
monials can also be found at
www.geni.com/company/testimonials.

built, you will receive another e-
mail. Please note that importing a
GEDCOM will create a new Geni
Tree. If you already have a Geni
account, you must use a different
e-mail address for the import. This
will start a new tree which will not
be merged into your existing tree.
Geni plans to enable GEDCOM
Import into existing trees in the
future. There is currently a 15,000
profile limit.

If you need assistance as you go
along, simply click the “I” icon on
the bottom right of the page to
turn on help balloons, and hold
your mouse over almost anything
on the family tree for

and fellow
researchers. Such
sites are part of Web
2.0 — the “second
generation” of online
technology — where
you can go beyond
static websites to
interact with other
users and add to a
site’s content. With
this concept, you can
choose to become an
active participant,
rather than a casual
observer.

Geni.com is one

Pregpuitsr Tagn

Geni

Ll il QHED U R s

L J
" L i T o -5

i i mEmn

P o

an explanation. Click
the “x” in the box to

turn off the help fea-

— ture.

COMPLETE YOUR
PROFILE

When you first sign
on, it is a good idea
- to complete your
profile. The profile
information contains
location, birthdate,
nicknames, about
me, occupation, pho-
tos, immediate fami-
ly, friends, favorites

—

==

such site. It’s a pri-
vate place for you to
create your family
tree on the Internet and share it
with other family members. The
site is simple to use and you can
create a chart in minutes. It’s visu-
ally appealing, with no software to
buy or upgrade. It works on both
PC and Macintosh. And best of all
— it’s free!

Geni’s focus is on collaborative
family tree building, making it a
very useful medium for sharing
research with other family mem-
bers. For example, if you create
your family tree but are missing a
key name, date, place or other
details, and you invite your Aunt
Helen to participate, she may hold
the missing pieces and can add
them where appropriate.

www.internet-genealogy.com

genealogists.

GETTING STARTED

Simply go to www.geni.com, enter
your first name, last name and e-
mail address, and click Start My
Tree. You'll be e-mailed a tempo-
rary password. When you login for
the first time, you’ll be prompted
to create a permanent password.
You also have the option of start-
ing your tree with an existing
GEDCOM file. Geni will import
your GEDCOM file, for up to
15,000 profiles, and build your tree
for you. It may take some time for
Geni to complete the import, but
you can begin filling out your pro-
file information right away. Once
your GEDCOM has been
processed, and your Geni tree is

Geni.com is a social networking site designed specifically for

and much more.
Using the section on
the left side of the
page, you can also post links to
share with family and friends.
Your settings determine who can
see your links. Next, click on the
Settings link to get to Profile
Privacy. Use the checkboxes pro-
vided to specify who can see your
profile information. You'll note
that a few choices are already set
to default by Geni.

ACCOUNT SETTINGS AND PRIVACY
Your Family Group consists of the
relatives you want to stay in touch
with to share news, photo albums,
birthdays, etc. You can define this
group in your settings. Fifth
cousins and closer, and in-laws out
to first cousins, is the default, but
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you can set other options. You can
add or remove individuals on their
profile. You can also invite friends
to the site, but your friends can
only see your profile and not your
tree. You can also hide any infor-
mation from your profile from this
group. There is also an option
called a “Forest”, which Geni cre-
ated to help you understand and
organize your family relationships
on the site. For more information
on this feature, check Geni’s
Knowledge Base at
http://help.geni.com/index.php

ADDING YOUR PARENTS

The next step is to add your par-
ents by clicking inside the blue (for
father) and pink (for mother)
boxes above your box. You'll see a
little box with tips that will help
guide you through building your
family tree. If you need further
assistance, there is a help link in

Reminders, GEDCOM Import/
Export and Search.

TIMELINES

Each person has a Timeline — it’s
located within your profile.
Whenever you create an “event”,
you add to the Timeline (births,
marriages, deaths and more).
There is also a Family Timeline
which lets you see events for all
those in your tree — you can cus-
tomize views by people and event

type.

PHOTOS

Geni lets you upload photos in a
batch, and you can then match
them with family members, and
add captions. Another useful fea-
ture is being able to tag and identi-
fy people within your Geni photos.
This will allow anyone viewing
the photo to associate the name
with the face. To learn how to do

using the customizable messaging
feature. Messaging is also accessed
via the Home tab. Click on the
Send Message link on the left-hand
side and then you can choose
whom you want to send messages
to.

FUN FEATURES

If you click on the Home tab,
you'll see links for News, Inbox,
Discussion and Calendar. When
you click on the Tree tab, you'll see
that different links appear: List,
Index, Forest, Map, Awards, and
Share.

The List feature gives you a list
of everyone within your tree. You
can organize the view by various
groups or criteria. There is also an
Index to view all the surnames
within your tree and how many of
each there are. When you click on
a surname you will be directed to
the list view of that surname.

the bottom right-
Geni

hand corner. For a
step-by-step

demo, watch the el 4

video tutorial at:
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Icd7dRdl
HGA4.

You can then
add other rela-
tives by clicking
the yellow »
arrows. The up
arrow adds par-
ents; the side
arrow adds hus-
band, wife, part-
ner and siblings;

iyl iy 5 shate pour M

e

e - Seart ey el

[

&
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Use Geni’s Map
feature to track
migration patterns.
You can customize
displays for yourself,
living or deceased
relatives, in-laws and
friends, and track by
current location or
place of birth.

Geni gives awards
to the top people in
your family tree in
each category. Earn
more awards (or bet-
ter awards) by
adding more people
and photos to your

and the bottom
arrow adds children. In addition,
adding e-mail addresses increases
collaboration among family
members.

If you want to add more infor-
mation, simply click the Edit link.
You will see two screens, where
you may input new data or com-
plete your edits. You can also
choose different layout option by
clicking on the Preferences tab in
your tree.

KEeY FEATURES

Geni offers the following features:
Family Tree, Profile, Mapping,
Calendar, Timeline/Events,
Photos, Messaging, Birthday

this, watch the brief video on
Geni’s blog at http://blog.geni.
com.

CALENDAR, NEWS, MESSAGING
Keep your family up to date on
events and happenings. Geni's
Calendar enables you to keep track
of birthdays and anniversaries,
send greetings and set automatic
reminders. Find the link to the cal-
endar under the Home tab.

Family News offers a summa-
ry of the activity within your fami-
ly and friends network. Click the
Home tab to add or edit family
news. Another way to keep your
tamily and friends informed is by
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family tree. In addi-
tion to a special award for the tree
creator, Geni currently has three
award categories: Profile Adder,
for the number of people you've
added to your family tree; Profile
Inviter, for the number of people
you've invited by entering an e-
mail address, or by clicking an
Invite or Remind button; and
Photo Adder, for the total num-
ber of photos you have added to
your family tree.

SHARE YOUR TREE WITH OTHERS
With Geni, you can e-mail your
“limited view read only” tree to
anyone. You can also embed your
limited view tree on a social net-

www.internet-genealogy.com
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work, blog or personal site, and
you can export your GEDCOM
file. Click the Share link to see the
options.

FAMILY VIDEO SHARING

The ability to upload videos is one
of the latest features added by
Geni. These are unlimited uploads
with no fees, and your videos are
only viewable by your family.
Click on the Add Video link under
the Home tab. You can upload
video from your computer or
record directly if you have a web-
cam. The first time you upload,
you may get a window requesting
you install the ActiveX Control:
Geni Publisher from On2
Technologies, Inc.

You can tag which family
members are in your videos, and
permanently archive your videos
by adding them to an event on
your family timeline. Multiple
people in your family can tag their
media (photos and videos) with a
common event (such as a wedding
or reunion), creating a virtual
scrapbook of that event.

FINDING FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Use the search bar to search for
people. The initial search searches
your “Blood Tree.” However, you
can change the drop down menu
from there to search “All of
Geni.com”, or “All people connect-
ed to me.” There is also a
Directory of Family Names on
Geni, www.geni.com/last-names, list-
ed alphabetically. However, there
is not yet the ability to search by
place or time

period.

VIRTUAL GIFTS

A different kind of feature on Geni
is Virtual Gifts, that you can send
to family and friends. You can
choose from flowers, balloons,
birthday cake, memorial candle,
hugs and kisses and more.

TAsK LisTs

Located under Family News, is a
list of recent tasks you performed.
For example, “Today you added an
event”, with a detailed description
what you added, or “You added
your grandmother and grandfather
to the tree”. These reminders are
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helpful especially if you don’t log
in frequently.

GETTING HELP
If you're stuck on how to use a
particular feature on Geni, there is
plenty of help available. Watch a
video tutorial by going to “Help”
at the bottom right-hand side of
the page, and clicking on “Watch
the Video Tutorial”. You can also
watch it at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ilcd7dRdIHG4. On the help
page, you will also find their exten-
sive Knowledge Base, a link to con-
tact the Geni team with questions
or send e-mail to help@geni.com.
There is also an informative
Geni User Wiki, http://wiki.geni
.com, a Geni forum where Geni
users help each other with specific
questions and problems (you must
be registered and logged in to post
or answer questions), and a Geni
blog http://blog.geni.com, which pro-
vides information on new features
that have been added or are being
planned and tips. Geni.com also
created the first “Genealogy Knol”.
A knol is an authoritative article
about a specific topic. Read about it
at http://blog.geni.com/
2008/07/genicom-creat-1.html.

WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?

While Geni states on their site that
they “may add premium services
in the future as well as ad place-
ments”, they maintain that the
basic Geni service will always be
free. At the time of writing, Geni
listed on their blog plans for the
following future releases for their
site:

¢ The ability to merge your GED-
COM file directly into your exist-
ing Geni tree.

* A way to invite “disconnected”
relatives. If you want to invite a

relative to Geni, but don’t know
exactly how you're related to them,
this feature will enable them to join
the site and start building their
tree. When a connection is finally
identified, Geni will merge the
trees.

¢ Automated merging and auto-
mated merge completion.

* Matching by name (they’re test-
ing to make sure that you can have
50,000 blood relatives without
degrading performance).

e [ocalization/Translation.

SUMMARY

As with any new web-based data-
base or service, it’s a good idea to
spend some time trying it out for
yourself, and, if you belong to
other genealogy social networking
sites, compare and contrast each
site’s features. In addition, there’s a
learning curve for any new site you
visit.. I'm still finding my way
through and experimenting with
all Geni has to offer. Personally, I
found Geni easy to navigate and I
like its overall appearance. I've
even convinced my husband —
who's not a genealogist — to join
and participate in the site. I look
forward to continued improve-
ments, and to the new “tricks”
Geni has up its sleeve to promote
collaborative family tree building

and sharing.
Lisa A. Alzo, M. F. A., is a free-

lance writer, instructor and lectur-
er. She teaches online courses at
Genclass.com and the National
Institute for Genealogical Studies.
Lisa can be reached through her
website, www.lisaalzo.com, but
regrets that she is unable to assist
with personal research requests.

SCOTTISH ANCESTRY. Were they from
Aberdeenshire, Banffshire or Moray? We can help
you to uncover your ancestors. Extensive mail-order
catalogue covering all Scotland. Membership is £15.
Aberdeen & NE Scotland FHS, 158-164 King St.,
Aberdeen, AB24 5BD, Scotland.

E-mail: enquiries @anesfhs.org.uk.

Website: www.anesfhs.org.uk
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Check Your

Sources!

CKERSON, NOT

ACCORDING TO JANI
ALL WEBSITES

THE ADVENT OF the Internet was a
huge boon for researchers of all
kinds — especially genealogists.
But just as some books in a library
are more trustworthy than others,
some websites provide more credi-
ble, reliable information than oth-
ers. How do you tell the good from
the bad? You ask who, what, when,
where, why and how questions and
pay close attention to the answers.

WHO CREATED THE WEBSITE?

It’s important to know who is
behind any website you plan to rely
on for information. Was it created
by a government department? A
public institution such as a library
or archives? A private company?
An individual hobbyist?
Government sites are not always
the most trustworthy, but in most
Western countries, at least, you can
assume there are many safeguards
in place to ensure accuracy. A com-
pany that hires indexers whose first
language is different from the one
used in the records will likely pro-
duce a lower quality index than one
that hires local native speakers.
Professional researchers will pro-
vide even better accuracy, as they
know how to read old handwriting,
know the old names of locations in
the area and understand the context
of the records. Individual hobbyists
run the gamut from brand new
dabblers who don’t worry much
about accuracy to very diligent and
responsible researchers whose work
is impeccable. You'll need to read
whatever information is provided
to decide which kind of person
you're dealing with. If you cannot
find any information about the per-
son or organization that created the
site, be wary.

WHY WAS THE SITE CREATED?
This may go hand-in-hand with the

answer to the “who” question.
Government departments usually
create websites as part of their man-
date to serve the public. This is like-
ly also true of a public institution.
What about the private company?
Is it a for-profit subscription site? If
so, you will want to dig deeper for
assurances of the quality of the
information, as there may be incen-
tives to “cut corners” to provide
larger amounts of data, quickly. If
the site was created by an individ-
ual, what was the person’s motiva-
tion?

WHAT KIND OF RECORDS OR INFOR-
MATION IS PROVIDED?

Are you looking at scanned copies
of original records? Word-for-word
transcripts of documents?
Abstracts, indexes or summaries?
Family trees compiled from a vari-
ety of sources? The closer you get
to the original, the better. If you're
looking at a compiled history, does
the author provide footnotes
describing his or her sources? If not,
again, be wary. Always read what-
ever introductory information is
provided to describe the records
you're looking at. You need to
know what dates are covered, what
geographic locations, how the
records were selected and where
the information came from.

I've seen many sites where a
person provides online transcrip-
tions of gravestone inscriptions
from a cemetery they have visited
— but if you read carefully, you'll
see that they only transcribed the
stones pertaining to their own fami-
ly, not the entire cemetery. If you
didn’t read the introduction, you
might assume that since your
ancestor’s gravestone isn't listed,
your ancestor wasn't buried in that
cemetery.
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WHEN WAS THE SITE LAST UPDATED?
This information may be important,
especially if the information you're
looking for is fairly recent. An
index to local newspaper obituar-
ies, for example, might keep up
with newly published notices on a
weekly or monthly basis, or it
might have stopped some time ago.
Some commercial websites update
their information very frequently,
others lag a little.

WHERE ARE THE ORIGINALS?

Any conscientious researcher will
describe the location of the original
records it has scanned, transcribed
or indexed. If the site doesn’t pro-
vide actual images of the original
records, look for information about
their location (or the location of
microfilm copies) so you can exam-
ine them yourself to be sure the
transcription is accurate, hasn’t
missed anything and provides
enough context for you to fully
understand the information.

How WAS THE INFORMATION ON THE
SITE PROCESSED?

This is the toughest information to
find, but sometimes the most
important. A newspaper that was
scanned and processed using opti-
cal character recognition software
will produce a different quality of
index from one that was read and
indexed by a human. This is partic-
ularly true of very old newspapers,
as the print quality was so poor
that most OCR technology can’t
accurately interpret individual
words.

Finally, don’t forget to record
the URL of the site in your notes.
You never know when you might
want to go back and re-check some-

thing!
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Jonathan Sheppard Books

Box 2020

Plaza Station

Albany, New York 12220
www.jonathansheppardbooks.com

Serving Historians and Genealogists since 1977

More Maps for 19t Century Europe

Visit our website to learn more about
our other reprint map titles, and more
about our large selection of out-of-print
books.

IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ

ABOUT OUR MAPS: All maps
described below are black and white
reprints of original maps in our collection
and are printed on fine quality parchment
stock or heavyweight linen-finish paper.
Unless otherwise indicated, each map is
18" X 24". Prices shown are in US
dollars.

SHIPPING: Map orders can be shipped
cither folded in a 9" X 12" envelope or
unfolded and rolled in a sturdy shipping
tube.

Please tell us your choice and add a total
shipping charge of ecither $5.00 US
(folded) or $7.00 US (rolled in tube) to
your total order. Note that the shipping
charge is per order, not per map.

NY'S residents must add appropriate sales tax on
total order, including shipping. For shipping fo
Canada, please add an additional $§2.00 US.

Maps of Ireland,
Scotland and Wales

[XF 9] Ireland Circa 1820 (2 sheets) This

large 2-sheet map shows many small place

names not found on other maps of Ireland.
The set: $12.95

[XF 2] Scotland (4 maps): 1834, 1805. The
1834 three-map set represents Scotland in
amazing detail, showing towns, villages,
shires and roads. A small 1805 map of
Scotland is included.

The set of 4 maps: $14.95

North and South Wales: 1869. Each map

below shows rail, cross, and coach roads,
towns and villages.
[RF 1] North Wales: Anglesea, Flint,

Caernarvon, Denbigh, Merioneth, and
Montgomery. $7.95
[RF 24] South Wales: Pembroke,

Cardigan, Radnor, Brecknock, Glamorgan
and Caermarthen. $7.95

Maps of Scandinavia

[MF 39] Sweden & Norway: 1875. Shows
the internal provincial subdivisions in each
country, railroad lines, principal rivers,
cities, towns and villages. $7.95

[MF 13] Denmark, with Schleswig-
Holstein and Lauenburg: 1846. Coastal
islands are identified, as well as the railway
lines and roads. The southwestern tip of
Sweden is also shown. $7.95

Maps of Western Europe

[MF 18] A New Map of Germany
Divided into its Circles: 1805. Useful for
sorting out the numerous major and minor
19th century German states. $7.95

[MF 4] Saxony, Thuringia: 1873. Depicts
the area south of Magdeburg and includes
parts of Brandenburg, Bohemia, Hesse, and
Prussia. Small states, towns, railroads and
mountain areas are shown. Includes names
of hundreds of small places. $7.95

[MF 42] The Kingdom of Prussia: 1845.
This French map shows the Kingdom of
Prussia, extending from Russia to the
Belgian border, with its 37 administrative
divisions. $7.95

[XF 3] France (4 maps): 1830-31, 1805.
An 1830-31 three-map set shows a
multitude of villages, roads and geographic
features are shown in detail. A small 1805

map that clearly delineates internal
boundaries is included.

The set of 4 maps: $14.95

[MF 16] Switzerland Circa 1875.
Cantons, Alpine towns, rail, and carriage
roads, mountain paths and some villages are
clearly identified. $7.95

[XF 8] Italy Circa 1875 (2 sheets). Shows
the Kingdom of Ttaly after the unification of
1860. Excellent detail, locates many small
villages. There are inset maps of Sardinia
and Malta. The former names of provinces
are also given. The set: $12.95

Maps of Eastern Europe

[MF 37] Poland: 1817. Shows Poland
divided into its internal “palatinates”;
locates cities, towns and villages.  $7.95

[XF 10] Russia in Europe (2 sheets):
1845. Shows all of 19th century European
Russia. Provinces, many small towns, and
villages are identified. The set $12.95

[RF 25] The Black Sea Settlements Prior
to 1918. Shows the German settlements in
southern Russia. Includes the districts of
Bessarabia, Chersson, Taurida,
Jekaterinaslaw, Crimea and the western
portion of the Don district. Shows rivers,
roads and railways. $7.95

[MF 22] The Balkans, Turkey and
Greece Circa 1875. Includes Roumania,
Servia, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Montenegro,
Moldavia, Roumelia and Greece. Locates
towns, roads and provinces. $7.95

PAYMENT: We accept checks
(U.S. dollars/U.S. Banks), M.O.s,
MasterCard and VISA. Please include
your card number, expiration date
and signature when ordering. Our 24
hour %axline for credit card orders

is (518) 766- 9181.

CATALOGUES: We publish
hundreds of high-quality reprint maps
and complete descriptions are
included in our catalogue. Paper
copies of the map catalogue are
available for 84 cents in stamps.

Sorry, we do not publish a “paper”
version of our book catalogue.
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MARIAN PRESS UNEARTHS A NE’ER-DO-WELL ANCESTOR

From Barrister to
Debtors’ Prison

THROUGHOUT THE YEARS I have
been researching my family, I
have had a particular fondness
for one branch — the Anglo-Irish
Parker family, who from the late
1700s until about 1900, lived in
the small town of Passage West,
just outside the city of Cork in

some heavy bills he drew on me he
left off writing to me, nevertheless I
have written Margaret half a dozen
times & pressed her to come to me
with her family, till he could settle
his affairs. Henry [another brother]
did the same but to no use; she never
even answered one of the letters, no

spelling aside: Robert Jope
Kinsman christened on 12 Feb,
1831, in Tasmania; Margaret Ann
Scottowe <Kinsman> and Eliza
Josse <Kinsman> both christened
on 19 Aug, 1838, at St. Philips
Church, Sydney. The parents of
all three were Robert Jope (or

Ireland. Many
genealogists will
be familiar with
the impulse that
has driven me,
as a result, to
investigate all
the lines of this
family as they
have spread
throughout the
world.

One member
of the family, my
three times
great-aunt,
Margaret Anne
Skottowe Parker
(1802-1868)
seemed to have a
sadder history
than most. The
fifth child of 14,
and the second
daughter, accord-
ing to notes made by a Parker
family historian in the 19th cen-
tury, she had married Robert Jope
Kinsman in 1830. The only clue
to his identity in these notes was
that he was “of Green Bank
Falmouth.” The first intimation
that this Robert Jope Kinsman
might have been a less than ideal
husband came when I received a
copy of a letter written by one of
Margaret’s brother’s, Nicholas, to
another brother, Richard, in 1835.
Both were, by then, in Australia
and, so it appeared, were Robert
and Margaret.

“I am sorry I cannot give you a
very favourable acct. of Kinsman,
what he is doing or anything else.
Since I was compelled to dishonor

Josse) Kinsman
and Margaret
Ann Skottowe
(or Scottowe).
One of the
earliest govern-
ment authorities

Waterview House, Passage West, County Cork, where Margaret Anne Skottowe
Parker was born.

doubt so commanded not to notice
us by her foolish husband, she not
having the least authority over his
most plausible manner. When I was
in Sydney I thought that if I enabled
him to follow his profession he might
do well — this I did at considerable
expense & trouble but all I regret to
say to no purpose. I shall go to
Sydney in a couple of months after
this & try to find out how he
employs himself to support his fami-
"

! I went first to the
International Genealogical Index
at familysearch.org to investigate
“her family” referred to in the
letter. Here I found the christen-
ings of three Kinsman children,
clearly the correct ones, erratic

14 INTERNET Genealogy ¢ October/November 2008

to put the index
to their vital
records online
was the state of
New South
Wales, so 1
moved on to this
site, http:/fwww
.bdm.nsw.gov.au/,
to see if any
additional infor-
mation on
children of the
marriage was
available. From
here, I was able
to order the bap-
tismal certificate
for Susan O’Bierne Kinsman who
had been born on 26 April, 1832,
in Hobart Town, Tasmania and
baptized on 29 May, 1834, again
at St. Philips Church, Sydney. A
sadder discovery was that of a
son, Richard Parker Neville
Kinsman, who was born and died
within the space of three weeks
in 1834. These two certificates
provided a clue for further
searching, as each stated that the
father, Robert Jope Kinsman, was
a barrister.

At this point, I decided it was
time to search more broadly on
the Internet to see what informa-
tion was available, guessing cor-
rectly that a search for the dis-
tinctive phrase “Jope Kinsman”
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would probably prove useful. It
immediately became clear that
Robert Jope was the son of a dis-
tinguished Cornish family; his
father, also named Robert Jope
Kinsman, was a Commissioner of
Taxes. The details in the
Cornwall Online Census Project
for 1851, http://freepages.genealo-
gy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~kay-
hin/51911f.html, supported the
information I already had, listing
these elderly parents still living
at Green Bank Terrace, Falmouth,
Cornwall. His two brothers were
equally distinguished and there
was substantial material available
on them online. John Knill
Kinsman (1807-98) was a
landowner and magistrate in
Cornwall, while Richard Byrn
Kinsman (1811-94) was a
Cambridge graduate and a
prominent clergyman. It should

¥ -l:"':.ll'J‘ ‘:I.I'%.ﬁ_l'rff:f"ar'l'.u_r__

admitted to the Bar in 1830. An e-
mail to the helpful staff there
helped me to verify that it was
the correct R. Kinsman. This was
followed by the discovery of the
New South Wales Bar, 1824-1900:
A Chronological Roll, http://www.
nswbar.asn.au/, where Robert Jope
was listed as having been called
to that Bar in 1833.

But a more spectacular dis-
covery was the fact of his being
disbarred two years later, in 1835,
for forgery in altering the amount
of “a bill issued at three months”
in payment for a vessel called the
“Cape Packet.” A full account of
the hearing that led to his disbar-
ment was found on the
Macquarie University Division of
Law website. Clearly his two
brothers-in-law had formed a
true picture of his character.

“Certain charges having been

www.nla.gov.au/, and paying a
fee, I received copies of unrepen-
tant and self-serving letters to the
editor written by Robert Jope in
the aftermath of these events.
His own father obviously felt
that money was not safe with his
son. When the Prerogative Court
of Canterbury Wills started to
become available on the Internet,
I was able to find Robert Jope
Kinsman senior’s will, proved
1855, http://www.national-
archives.gov.uk/documentsonline/wil
Is.asp. I hoped the will would
give some indication of what had
happened to the Australian fami-
ly after 1835, as the disbarment
was the last of them I could find.
The will specifically left out
“Robert Jope Kinsman the
younger,” but did set apart one
thousand pounds for the benefit
of his children. There was also a
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Entry for Robert Jope Kinsman and family, 1851 Isle of Man census.

be noted that, at this point, I had
more information on the
Kinsman family than I had been
able to find on the individual I
was actually researching.
Intermittently, I continued
my searching online and slowly
accumulated more information.
One important fact emerged
when the Inner Temple
Admissions Database,
http:/fwww.innertemple.org.uk/
archive/itad/, became available.
This database revealed that
Robert Jope Kinsman, eldest son
of Robert Jope Kinsman, esquire,
of Budock, Cornwall, had been
admitted to the Inner Temple on
23 Oct 1821. No further informa-
tion is given, in hindsight leading
to the suspicion that he may not
have completed the steps neces-
sary to be called to the Bar. A
search of the Tasmanian Archives
website, http://search.archives.
tas.gov.au/, found an R. Kinsman

www.internet-genealogy.com

preferred again Robert Jope
Kinsman Esq. for conduct
derogatory to the character of a
Barrister of this Court, and Mr
Kinsman having himself request-
ed inquiry into the said charges
before the Judges at Chambers,
the Judges after several days of
anxious inquiry, and having
heard and fully considered all
that could be urged on one side
and on the other, have come to
the painful conclusion that Mr.
Kinsman is a person wholly unfit
to remain on the Roll of
Barristers of this Court, and we
do therefore order that his name
be struck from the roll according-
ly. (Decisions of the Superior
Courts of New South Wales,
1788-1899. http:/fwww.law.mgq.edu.
auy/)

These decisions mentioned
newspaper reports, so after mak-
ing enquiries at the National
Library of Australia, http://

proviso:
“...with a discretionary power to
my said Trustees if they should
think proper to apply the interest
of the said sum of one thousand
pounds for or toward the support
of the said Robert Jope Kinsman
the younger during his life...”.
But there was no reference as
to the whereabouts of the family.
Robert Jope Kinsman’s name
appears in directories of Sydney,
N.S.W. until 1837, but then disap-
pears. An Australian descendant
of one of the Parker brothers had
spent years looking for them
there, to the extent of phoning
anyone of the name Kinsman she
could find throughout the coun-
try. I searched the English cen-
suses as they came online think-
ing that they might have
returned there. I did find, in the
1891 census, a Susan B. Kinsman,
aged 49, born in Sydney,
Australia, listed as an aunt living
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with Edmund K. Thomas, baker
and pastry cook, and his family. I
filed this away as a possibility for
one of the children, thinking,
however, that she was an unlike-
ly candidate. This was not the
only crucial error I made in my
census searching in the United
Kingdom, as it turned out.

This is where my search
stood for some years. Then in
2006, thanks to my having put
my GEDCOM file online as part
of the Rootsweb’s WorldConnect
Project, this particular brickwall
was well and truly breached.
Adrian Stevenson, a professional
genealogist in Ireland, http://www
kintree.net/, whose wife is
descended from the same
Cornwall Kinsman family, had
much of the information I needed
to track the later years of Robert
Jope and Margaret Skottowe
Kinsman and their surviving
children.

It had been a mistake to
search only the censuses for
England and Wales; the 1851 cen-
sus of the Isle of Man lists Robert
Jope Kinsman, “Barrister /not
practicing.” Living with him in
the town of Douglas were his
wife, two daughters Susan and
Margaret, and a son, John K.
Kinsman, aged 10, born in
England. The date of this son’s
birth (an actual birth registration
has not been found) indicates
that the family must have
returned from Australia about
1840. The 1861 English census
finds Robert Jope (transcribed by
Ancestry as Robert Josse
Rinsman) living in Lambeth with
his wife and daughter, Susan —
called Sarah here.

As more resources come
online it has been possible to con-
tinue to track the less than illus-
trious continuing career of Robert
Jope Kinsman. The newly digi-
tized 19th Century British
Library Newspapers database
made available by Gale Cengage
presents a glimpse of him using
the name of his own wife’s broth-
er as a means to defraud a
tradesman.

The Freeman’s Journal and
Daily Commercial Advertiser for
August 6, 1858, has the begin-

nings of the case against Robert
Jope Kinsman in a court hearing
held in Capel Street, Dublin.
Charge of forgery:— A respectable-
looking, elderly man, named Robert
J. Kinsman, was brought... before
the presiding magistrates... charged
by Mr. Dillon O’Connor with hav-

As more resources
come online, it has
been possible to
continue to track the
less than illustrious
continuing career of
Robert Jope Kinsman.

ing forged the name of Richard
Neville Parker to a bill of exchange
for 160L. [pounds].

The case was remanded to
the following Monday and on
August 10, the Freeman’s Journal
reports further. After Kinsman’s
lawyer spent considerable time
questioning the man who
brought the case against his
client, the magistrate decides to
send the case to trial. Robert Jope
is granted bail after “entering
into recognizance, himself in
1001., and two sureties in 75l.
each...” Neither I, nor Adrian
Stevenson in Ireland, have been
able to find the final results of
this case, but comments by both
the lawyer for the accused and
the prosecution strongly suggest
that his status as a “gentleman”
would lead to a light sentence.

Mr Butler [Kinsman'’s lawyer]
“remarked that it was probable
the case would not last five min-
utes before the grand jury.”

“Mr Cox, said that, on behalf
of the prosecution, he would
remark that he thought Mr.
Kinsman ought to be leniently
dealt with...”.

Robert Jope was in financial
trouble again by 1861. In the
London Gazette, 22 October, 1861,
http://www.gazettes-online.co.uk/,
he appears in a listing of persons
summoned to the Court for Relief
of Insolvent Debtors. He had
been operating as a Notary
Public at No. 18 Eastcheap,
London, and he had “lately
[been] a prisoner for debt in
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Horsemonger-lane Gaol, Surrey.”

Margaret Skottowe Kinsman
died in London in 1868 at the age
of 59, no doubt considerably
worn down by the stresses of liv-
ing with such a husband. Robert
Jope himself once again disap-
pears; he cannot be found in the
1871 census and there is only one
glimpse of him before his death
in 1874. He is the informant at
the death of his son, John Knill
Kinsman, in 1871. John described
himself as a cab driver in the cen-
sus of 1871; his ever-inventive
father describes him as a
“Lieutenant, R.N.” on the death
certificate. In hope of a pension?
Or just a con man’s attempt at
maintaining status?

After his death, the London
Gazette advertised for “the per-
sons claiming to be the children
of Robert Jope Kinsman the
younger, formerly of Hobart
Town, Tasmania, afterwards of
Sydney, Australia, and late of No.
27, Stanford-road, Chelsea...” to
present themselves “in the matter
of the trusts of settlement in
favour of Robert Jope Kinsman,
deceased.” There was probably
only one child left. Three had
been born and died in Australia:
Robert Jope (1831-?); Richard
Parker Neville (1834); and Eliza
Jope Kinsman (1839). Margaret
(abt. 1836-53) died at the age of
17 on the Isle of Man. John Knill
Kinsman (abt. 1840-71) was the
only one to marry and leave chil-
dren, but he too died before his
father. This left only Susan
O’Bierne Kinsman (1832-1910) to
benefit from what remained of
the thousand pounds set aside in
trust almost 20 years earlier by
her grandfather.

Marian Press is a librarian at the
University of Toronto. She teaches
courses on the Internet and geneal-
ogy for the National Genealogical
Institute and the Toronto Branch
of the Ontario Genealogical
Society.
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Remarkable
TSI EN
Resources!

LISA A. ALZO UNLOCKS

THE SECRETS TO
FINDING YOUR
RUSSIAN ANCESTORS

ONE OF MY most vivid childhood
memories is watching the movie
Doctor Zhivago with my mother.
For five nights, we were glued to
the television set, watching the
film adaptation of the novel by
Boris Pasternak. The story is set
primarily against the backdrop of
the Russian revolution of 1917,
and the subsequent Russian Civil
War of 1918-20. We followed the
plight of the protagonist — the
married doctor/poet, Yuri Zhivago
(played by Omar Sharif), who falls
in love with a political activist’s
wife, and experiences many hard-
ships resulting from circumstances
beyond his control. When I think
of Russia, I think of this epic
movie, and its romantic song,
“Lara’s Theme.”

For those with Russian roots,
gathering information on ancestors
may seem like a task of epic pro-
portions, where border and regime
changes create seemingly impene-
trable brickwalls. The destruction
of a significant part of the written
records due to wars and revolu-
tion, along with massacres, perse-
cution and pogroms that may have
prevented families from passing
their history from one generation
to the next, have posed challenges
for those interested in their
Russian heritage. But thanks to the
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preservation of files held in
archives in Moscow, and various
Internet resources, genealogists no
longer need to feel intimidated by
the research process. While many
key records must still be accessed
by more traditional means, using
the Internet can help streamline
the process a bit. This article will
highlight 13 key websites to con-
sult for Russian research. But don’t
stop your search there — this is
just the starting point.

WoRDs oF CAUTION
As you begin the research process,
you need to apply the basic princi-
ples of genealogy: Start with home
and family sources to identify the
immigrant’s name, and his/her
town or village of origin. It is
essential to check all North
American records you can find
before moving on to research
across the ocean. Some key US and
Canadian resources you should
investigate that may reveal the
name of your ancestor’s home-
town or village include: US and
Canadian Census and Immigration
records, US Naturalization records,
cemetery records, tombstone
inscriptions and obituaries.

In addition, Kahlile B. Mehr,
Slavic Collection Manager, Family
History Department, Church of

. = bt

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
offers the following advice to new
researchers: “Learn the types of
records to expect, how they are
organized and where they are
located. For example, metrical
books (the majority begin in the
middle 18th century), the equiva-
lent of parish registers, are normal-
ly filed [with] multiple parishes
per year. Consequently, you need
to go [to] a different volume for
every year you search.”

Next, check the following web-
sites for additional guidance. Note
that many foreign websites have
an English interface. “But it usual-
ly covers only a fraction of the
content on the site. If possible, get
an interpreter to help you out,”
Mehr adds.

1. THE FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY
www.familysearch.org

During Soviet rule, archives cen-
tralized and preserved a vast hold-
ing of genealogical sources dating
primarily from 1721-1917. Since
1992, the Family History Library
has microfilmed a substantial
amount of materials from these
archives. Use the catalog to order
films prior to visiting the main
library in Salt Lake City, UT, or to
check what’s available at your
local Family History Center (FHC).
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“To use the films, you'll need to be
able to read and understand vari-
ous languages, including Russian
(the primary language of the
records), Polish, German and
Latin. It’s possible to identify loca-
tions with the same name, so
you’ll need to track down the one
in the appropriate jurisdictions,”
Mehr notes.

2. RUsSIAN FEDERAL ARCHIVE
SERVICE

www.rusarchives.ru/

This is the key website for Russia.
It has contact information for all
archives listed, and links to the
URL for archives that maintain a
website. On the negative side, one
needs a basic knowledge of
Russian to effectively use the site.
There are better websites for the
countries bordering Russia if your
ancestor came from one of these.

3. GENEALOGYLINKS.NET
www.genealogylinks.net/europe/
russia/index.html

A good portal with links to many
websites.

4. RESEARCHING RUSSIAN ROOTS:
THE GATEWAY TO GENEALOGY IN
Russia

www.mtu-net.ru/rrr/

This site by Mikhail Kroutikhin
has lots of information, including a
“How-To” section, links to Russian
archives, researchers, information
relating to Ukraine and Belarus,
message boards, émigré search,
family sites and other useful links.

5. ST. PETERSBURG GENEALOGY
PORTAL (PETERGEN)
http://petergen.com/indexe.htm
This site contains databases and
other useful sources and docu-
ments, including articles like
“How to Search in Russia,” “A
Short Introduction in Russian
Genealogy” and “Searching the
Nobles of Former Great
Principality of Lithuania”.

6. SHER’S LINKS

www.websher.net

This site by Benjamin Sher has a
tremendous collection of links,
including a Russian index, www.
websher.net/inx/icdefault1.htm,
organized by category.

7. RussiAN GENWEB

www. rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ruswgw/links.htm

Here, you can find links to a
Russia surname navigator and an
introduction to Russian genealogy.

8. RussiA MAILING LisTs
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jfuller/
gen_mail_country-rus.html

There are a number of mailing lists
for Russian genealogy on John
Fuller’s “Genealogy Resources on
the Internet”, hosted by RootsWeb.

9. THE RUSSIAN-BALTIC
INFORMATION CENTER (BLITZ)
www.feefhs.org/blitz/frgblitz.html
This site works with the historic
archives in St. Petersburg and
Moscow, and provides genealogy
research (for a fee), document
retrieval and translations. BLITZ is
located in St. Petersburg and also
maintains an office in California.
The copyright on the website indi-
cates 1995-2005, so it’s best to try
to make initial contact using the e-
mail address on the site before
submitting any detailed research
requests.

10. BLITZ GLOSSARY OF RUSSIAN
GENEALOGY TERMS
http://feefhs.org/blitz/bz-gloss.html
You can check out a table of ranks
in Tsarist Russia, old Russian
weights and measures and more
on this site.

11. GENEALOGIA.RU
www.genealogia.ru/gene/bpg/
default.asp

On this site you can search for
Russian ancestors in many data-
bases at the same time. It also
offers the ability to create a
genealogical site. Available in
English and Russian.

12. THE BALCH INSTITUTE FOR
ETHNIC STUDIES (HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA)
www.hsp.org/default.aspx?id=554
This site includes a Russian
Brotherhood Database, www.hsp.
org/files/findingaid3035rbo.pdf

13. A TIMELINE OF RUSSIAN HISTORY
www.scaruffi.com/politics/russians.
html

You can find key dates in Russian
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history here, as well as a list of
Czars, communist secretaries and
more.

OTHER INFORMATIVE WEBSITES FOR
RUSSIAN RESEARCH

Because of border and political
changes, the search for information
about your ancestors may take you
to localities and archives other
than those in modern day Russia.
Here are a few other websites you
may wish to consult:

¢ Ukraine: www.archives.gov.
ua/Eng

* Belarus: http://archives.gov.by/
eindex.htm

e Estonia: www.eha.ee

* . www.arhivi.lv/index

php?&3

e Lithuania: www.archyvai.lt/
archyvai/changeSite.do?siteld=1&path
1d=31

* HalGal: www.halgal.com

This website offers information on
Halychyna/Eastern Galicia, a
region that is often misunderstood
or ignored in North America. This
site should be the starting point for
anyone researching their ancestral
roots in Western Ukraine/Eastern
Galicia.

* Repositories of Primary Sources:
www.uidaho.edu/special
-collections/Other.Repositories.html

A key portal to the world of
archival sites, posted by the
University of Idaho, it lists by
country a variety of public, and
private, archives and libraries that
maintain websites.

Even if your ancestors did not
belong to titled nobility, don’t give
up hope. With careful sleuthing,
you may also uncover well-docu-
mented histories of clergy, mer-
chants and peasants. The above
links will get you started. And,
with any luck, your journey back
to your Russian ancestors will
have a happy ending!

Lisa A. Alzo, M. F. A., is a free-

lance writer, instructor and lectur-
er. Lisa can be reached through her
website, www.lisaalzo.com, but
regrets that she is unable to assist
with personal research requests.
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HOWARD MATHIESON SHOWS YOU HOW TO BUILD AND MAINTAIN AN
ELECTRONIC ATLAS ON YOUR COMPUTER

AN ATLAS 1S AN indispensable aid
to genealogical research. Obscure
place name references viewed in
their historical and geographical
context can often unlock family
mysteries that might otherwise go
unsolved.

Today, with the breadth of
materials available on the Internet,
it is possible to construct an elec-
tronic “Desktop Atlas”, which, in
many respects, can be superior to
its conventional hardcopy cousin.
It can include a wide range of
maps covering different time peri-
ods and scales. Viewing can actu-
ally be superior to a paper map
and the maps can be annotated
without compromising the origi-
nal.

The discussion that follows
will demonstrate the principles
behind the construction of a sim-
ple electronic atlas. I'll use
England as an example, but the
approach could be applied to any
country or region.

GETTING STARTED

Begin by creating a folder on your
computer desktop entitled
“Desktop Atlas”. The main folder
should contain several subfolders,
including “Maps”, “Utilities” and
“Map Projects”. The Maps sub-
folder, in turn, can contain addi-
tional layers of subfolders for
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maps covering different areas that
are of interest to the family
researcher. For example, in the
English atlas, maps could be
organized first by county, then by
sub-regions or urban areas.

The utilities folder will contain
shortcuts to a map viewer,
gazetteers and other useful utili-
ties. Let’s begin by dealing with
the most important element in our
atlas, the maps.

MaAr CHARACTERISTICS

The maps should have a number
of key attributes. Images on the
Internet are rendered at 72 dots
per inch (dpi). Therefore, either
the file sizes must be large in
order to provide sufficient aerial
coverage and detail, or the origi-
nal website image must be capable
of being enlarged without losing
detail. In terms of map size, the
most useful county map images
will be approximately 1000+ by
1000+ dots, or more properly, pix-
els. If the map image can be
enlarged at source, smaller map
images could be included.

Be certain to look for maps
that cover different time periods
for the same area. Maps in the late
18th century, for example, by the
mapmaker Cary, are very accurate
and contain surprising details.
Conventional atlases seldom pro-

vide a range of time periods.

FINDING MAPS

Start by searching Google Images,
http://images.google.com. Include the
county and country name in your
search terms. Other terms that can
be added might be “map”, “his-
toric”, “old” or “old maps”. If you
know the name of a specific map-
maker it might be used as well.
Google Image search results will
list the image size in pixels. If you
find an image that looks promis-
ing, go to the original website.
Google Images will provide the
link. Many websites include maps
that are clickable, in other words,
they can be enlarged or zoomed.
Always check to see if there is
another level by clicking your
mouse on the map. Ignore small
map images, and be prepared to
dig through several pages of
Google results.

Look for map “directories”,
which specialize in maps covering
the locale you are interested in.
These sites can often be a gold-
mine. For example, if your ances-
tors are from Sussex, Old Sussex
Mapped, www.envf.port.ac.uk/geo
/research/historical fwebmap
/sussexmap/sussex.html, includes a
wide range of high quality images
from different eras. Other direc-
tories contain maps for many dif-
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Create A Desktop Atlas

ferent counties. The UK
Genealogical Archive,
http:/fwww.uk-genealogy.
org.uk/england/index.html, contains
excellent high resolution maps for
all English counties in the late 19th
century.

Due to the increasing popular-
ity of maps, the Internet abounds
with vendors selling antique
reproductions. While this is
always an option, non-commercial
sites can usually be found that
provide excellent copies at satis-
factory scale and resolution. When
you have found suitable county
maps, save them in the appropri-
ate maps subfolder.

At the sub-county level,
among the most useful maps for
family research are ordinance sur-
vey maps. Begun in 1797, the
British Ordnance Survey (OS)
maps contain a wealth of cultural
and historical information. As OS
map sheets are large, it is not prac-
tical to retain complete electronic

copies on your computer.
However, several websites exist
that will allow you to zoom in on
areas you are researching. For con-
temporary ordinance survey-
based maps, Streetmap.co.uk,
http:/fwww.streetmap.co.uk, is by far
the best option. Present-day loca-
tions can be queried by name, grid
reference or post code. To copy a
map, zoom in to the highest mag-
nification and then select “large
map”. Saving a Streetmap image
requires several steps as the image
is comprised of a number of indi-
vidual tiles. To get around this dif-
ficulty, toggle your F11 function
key to maximize your monitor’s
screen size. Then use the “print
screen” button on your keyboard.
Paste the resulting screen capture
into an image software program
and crop the map portion of the
image. (More on this procedure
and the software shortly.)
Nineteenth-century OS map
segments are available at A Vision

_4._.— —

of Britain Through Time,
http:/fwww.visionofbritain.org.uk/
index.jsp. The site is easy to navi-
gate, query and copy images. The
site also provides several 19th-
and 20th-century mapping
options. These advantages are off-
set somewhat by the small image
size (450x450 pixels). British
History Online, www.british-history.
ac.uk/map.aspx, provides a larger
image size (750x470), but naviga-
tion and panning are more diffi-
cult. Their series for 1840 covers
the counties of England, Scotland
and Wales at a scale of 1:10,560
and 21 urban areas at a scale of
1:2,500. Save the resulting image
to a subfolder in the appropriate
county folder.

If you already have high qual-
ity paper maps, you can scan them
for your atlas. Be certain to scan
them at the highest possible reso-
lution. Why should you scan a
hardcopy map? The next section
will provide the answer.
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The Devon coastline displayed at different scales and time periods.
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As a last step, you should
rename any maps you save, as the
original images seldom have
meaningful names. It is recom-
mended that the area, mapmaker
and time period be used. For
example: Wiltshire_Carey_1797 or
Devizes_OS_modern.

MAP VIEWERS

The easiest approach to viewing
your computer-based maps is to
use an image-viewing software
program. The major advantage of
imaging software is the ability to
enlarge and pan over the map for
ease of viewing. This is much
preferable to viewing paper maps
with a magnifying glass! If you
currently don’t have an image
software package, a free and pow-
erful option that more than meets
the task is Paint.net, http://www.
getpaint.net/. If you have
Photoshop or Photoshop
Elements, they provide exception-
ally good, although expensive,
options. Regardless of what soft-
ware you use, it should possess
several basic features. First, it
should be able to add and save
multiple transparent layers. The
program should be able to crop
the map as discussed with respect
to Streetmap.co.uk images. It
should also have basic drawing
and text functions. If you are
working on a family project, or
creating a map for a publication or
a presentation, Paint.net will
enable you to add text notes, over-
lay photos, draw lines and crop
the final product to a suitable size.
You might, for example, want to
plot the movement of family

members from one area to another.

These annotations can be created
and saved on transparent layers
that can be turned on or off. Save
the map with its associated layers
in your map project folder for
future use.

FINDING AIDs

Every atlas has a gazetteer. In the
case of our desktop atlas, a num-
ber of excellent options are avail-
able. Streetmap.uk.com and
Multimap.com, http://fwww.
multimap.com/map/home.cgi?db=GB,
both have excellent search capabil-
ities for contemporary place
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The Parloc UK Parish Locator program is freeware and will run on Windows
95/98, ME, NT, Windows 2000 & Windows XP.

names. Links to the Online
Gazetteer of British Place Names,
http:/fwww.gazetteer.co.uk, or the
GENUKI Gazetteer, http://wwuw.
genuki.org.uk/big/Gazetteer/, should
also be saved in the utilities folder.
The GENUKI Gazetteer provides a
number of useful features, includ-
ing the ability to view your search
results on a Google Map (which
could, in turn, be saved in the
appropriate maps folder). It also
has a searchable parish gazetteer.
An extremely useful piece of soft-
ware to include as a map utility is
Parloc, http://parloc.pwp.blueyonder
.co.uk/index.html. This freeware
program will search its database
for English parishes, measure dis-
tances between parishes and list
parishes within a specified radius.

FINDING PLACES ON THE MAP

As modern British maps use the
Land Ranger system, it can often
be difficult to locate contemporary
places on 18th-, 19th- and early
20th-century maps. However,
Streetmap.co.uk can translate the
Land Ranger grid reference to lati-
tude and longitude (in decimal
degrees). If you want results in
degrees minutes and seconds, use
a coordinate converter, such as the
one found at http://www.fcc.gov/mb
Jaudio/bickel/DDDMMSS-decimal.

html. You can also build into every
county map a set of vertical and
horizontal guides or sliders, on a
separate transparent layer, that
can be dragged to the appropriate
latitude and longitude found in
the margin of your map.

ORGANIZING THE ATLAS
Finally, in your utilities folder,
maintain an index of your maps.
An Excel file would be a good
option as it can sort the informa-
tion by multiple fields. Data fields
to include might be your name for
the image, the original name of
the map image, the URL where it
was located, the size of the image,
the area covered, and, if known,
the mapmaker.

Before long, you will have
created a genealogical atlas that
will be a valuable research tool!

Howard Mathieson has been
involved in genealogical
research for the past 25 years
and is a member of the
Manitoba Genealogical Society
and the Guild of One Name
Studies.
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DIANE L. RICHARD SHOWS WHAT’S AVAILABLE ONLINE FOR THE ARMCHAIR GENEALOGIST

MAPS ARE A WONDERFUL resource.
Not only do they help you find
your way around, they can
unlock the history of a place and
your family.

Whereas one would have to
go to a library or archive, or pur-
chase a map to learn about an
area, there are now a plethora of
online maps available to help
genealogists in their quest to
learn more about their ancestors.

The purpose of this article is
to encourage you to explore
maps... does this mean that you
are not already doing so? Of
course not! I have always con-
sulted maps. How else did I learn
where Deszno and Wola
Pietrusza Galicia were located, or
how the formation of North
Carolina counties affected fami-
lies I was researching or help
locate those federal land patents?

But, it wasn’t until recently,
when I was asked to locate some
land on a modern map when the
family last lived on it in the mid

to late 1800s, that I really looked
at maps in a different way. This
wasn’t a case of locating a town
— the goal was to use landmarks
from deeds and other documents
to locate property when the

Maps are a wonderful
resource. Not only do
they help you find your
way around, they can
unlock the history of a
place and your family.

“paper trail” was less than per-
fect. Even when you have all the
deeds, as we did for one of these
projects, the description was not
detailed enough that we could
positively identify the modern
piece of land. For another project,
we were able to utilize enough
landmarks from various maps to
identify within a few feet where
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the target had been located. And,
in the course of these projects, all
kinds of maps were looked at; let
me introduce you to them.

After learning that so many
maps were available online and
how invaluable they were, I now
check out all kinds of online
maps for clues that might help
me learn more about an elusive
ancestor or long-gone landmark.

WHY MaArs?

First, let’s step back and look at
why you would want to, and
need to, use maps for your
genealogy/family history
research:

* Many survive across a broad
spectrum of periods — every
country, most periods

* You don’t live in the area of
research

e Changing landmarks — many
disappear

* Changing neighbors — many
move

¢ Property divided
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* Gain perspective on neighbors
and nearby communities,
churches, cemeteries and land-
marks

Keep in mind, there are
whole courses given on plotting
land using metes and bounds
and similar surveying measure-
ments. The focus here is more to
locate property in its approxi-
mate location and context by
using clues from deeds, wills,
other documents and any maps
found. One doesn’t just have to
focus on “plotting” land as a
means to gain perspective or
information.

WHY ONLINE MAPS

If you agree that maps are a
valuable resource, then the next
question is, why online maps?
Why not use paper maps?

* You don’t live where you are
researching.

* You want to include snippets
of map images into a family
history or similar document.

® Some maps can be hard to
read and it would be nice to be
able to zoom in on features,
text, etc.

¢ Traditionally, you had to mail
in an order form to purchase a
map or you had to physically
go to the repository to obtain a
copy of it. (Assuming that
there was a means of getting a
copy made.)

e Physical access to maps may
be controlled for preservation
and some are not available for
viewing and copying.

Now, let’s look at some map
resources and map types.

GLOBAL AND COAST-TO-COAST
MAP COLLECTIONS

Below are some map sources that
are helpful for any project. I fre-
quently find myself visiting these
sources when I want a quick
sense of someplace new that I am
researching.

NoRTH CAROLINA MAPS

Since there are so many maps
available and it’s impossible to
talk about all the online sources
in one article, I have chosen to
use online maps available for
North Carolina research as a
focal point.

You will find that many of
these maps are available for other
counties and states as well. You
may also find that your county or
state has other types of maps
available. There are quite a few

GLOBAL AND US MAP RESOURCES:

HisToORICAL MAPS:
http:/fwww.lib.utexas.edu/maps/map_sites/hist_sites.html.
Links to all kinds of maps.

CENSUs MAPs:
http:/fwww.familyhistory101.com/map_census.html
For most states, maps showing the existing counties

for each of the censuses relevant to that state.

DaviD RuMSEY MAP COLLECTION:
http://www.davidrumsey.com/

Focuses on rare 18th- and 19th-century North and
South American maps and has historic maps of the

world, Europe, Asia and
Africa.

FEDERAL LAND PATENT
RECORDS AND ASSOCIATED
SURVEY PLAT MAPS:
http:/fwww.glorecords.blm.gov
If your family purchased
land in a land grant state or
Eastern public lands, this
website gives you access to
federal land conveyance
records. Additionally,
images of serial patents
(land titles issued between
1908 and the mid-1960s) are
on this website. Images
related to survey plats, dat-
ing back to 1810, are being
added as each state’s docu-
ments are completed. You
will see summary informa-
tion for the land grant and
be able to access a digital
image of the original docu-
ment and then correlate it to
the survey plat.
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LiIBRARY OF CONGRESS MAP COLLECTION (DIGITIZED):

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/
Organized into categories: Cities and Towns,

| syl nenry W | caem

Census Maps.

Conservation & Environment, Discovery &
Exploration, General Maps, Cultural Landscapes,

Military Battles &
Campaigns, Transportation
and Communication.

Mar HisSTORY/HISTORY OF
CARTOGRAPHY:
http:/fwww.maphistory
.info/imageus.html

Gateway to a large number
of links to individual maps
or sites with lots of maps.
PERRY-CASTANEDA LIBRARY
MaPr COLLECTION:
http:/fwww.lib.utexas
.edu/maps/

Has more modern maps and
also a fair collection of his-
torical maps.

UNITED STATES DIGITAL MAP
LiBrRARY (US GENWEB):
http:/fwww.rootsweb
.com/~usgenweb/maps/

State and county maps, US
maps, and Indian land ces-
sions to the US treaty maps.
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NORTH CAROLINA COUNTY MAP RESOURCES:

SoIL SURVEY MAPs: These typically dated from the
early 1900s and show many features. These surveys,
if they have the maps, show older names for fea-
tures that may have disappeared or been re-named.
The ECU, Eastern North Carolina Digital Library
has soil survey maps for that region of the state,
http://digital.lib.ecu.edu/historyfiction/maps.aspx?sort=A
This page, http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/historicalmaps
/soilsurvey/north%20carolina.html, provides links to
extant soil survey maps across North Carolina
CiviL WAR MArs: There are Gilmer maps which
often exist in great detail for counties. The Library
of Congress has some, http://memory.loc.gov/ammem
/collections/civil_war_maps/cwmabout

And, this NCSU website keeps a list of GIS and
other online maps, organized by county, http://www
ib.ncsu.edu/gis/counties.html.

FLooD PLAIN MAPS: As the name states, these focus
on showing the flood plains for all waterways with-
in the state. They help identify “hidden” creeks,
branches and small waterways and give a sense of
the surrounding terrain. See http://www.ncfloodmaps
.com/default_swf.asp.

HisToric NORTH CAROLINA TOPOGRAPHIC MAPs: If
you find a modern map too difficult to correlate to a
historic map, this website, http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/gis
/historictopos.html, may help solve this problem as
there are fewer modern features

Jitml and the UNC-CH website also
has an extensive collection, at
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/gilmer/index.php
ToroGRrAPHIC MAPS (now part of
Trails.com): This link, http://www
.topozone.com/, is the one site I find
easy to use. Identify a named feature
in the area of interest and then see if
at the map level, this feature is
named. For example, cemeteries in
Halifax County, http://www.topo

present.

'y SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPS:
Highly detailed city plans originally

produced between 1867 and 1970 for

the purpose of assessing risk and

cost of insurance. These highly

[ detailed plans were printed in color,

drawn at a scale of 50 feet/inch

(1:600) and record detailed informa-

tion about streets, businesses,

zone.com/states/NorthCarolina.asp?
county=Halifax&feature=Cemetery

Above: A soil survey map.
Below: Civil War battle plan map. Carolina residents via North

residences, building materials and
utilities. Usually available for North

AERIAL VIEWS: http://terraserver.micro
soft.com/default.aspx or http://wwuw.

Carolina Live (typically accessed via
your local library)

terraserver.com/. You can overlay an
aerial view on the topographic or
street maps. Remember to get the
UTM or latitude/longitude informa-
tion from your reference map. For
UTM, the information looks like this:
UTM 18 281252E 3994893N

(18 = zome, 281252 = easting,

3994893 = northing)

For latitude/longitude, the
infor-mation looks like this:
36°04’27"N  77°25"45"W
though, you sometimes need it in
this format:

LOCAL SPECIALIZED MAPS:

These may include land grants,
cemeteries,

divisions of land and other docu-
ments that often include a map of
the property in question. More of
these are available online, but most
aren’t, yet.

Wake County Register of Deeds,
http://web.co.wake.nc.us/RDeeds/maps
/maps.htm, includes index to
Markham maps and many other his-
toric wake county maps.

36.0741 -77.4291

Township Maps,

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

(DOT) Marps: Once you locate a property, these dot
maps, http://www.ncdot.org/it/img/DataDistribution
/CountyMapTIFs/default.html, can help you place
them in the context of modern roads. Besides
current maps, there are also historic maps online
covering 1930-68.

NORTH CAROLINA GEODETIC SURVEY: There are also
these maps, http://www.ncgs.state.nc.us/status_map
_alt.ht, that are a mix of road map and features map;
they do list a lot!

GIS MAr: Many localities now have these available.
For example, Wake County, http://imaps.co.wake.nc
.us/imaps/ and Wayne County, http://gis.co.wayne.in.us/.
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http://www.rootsweb.com/~ncglgs
Jeurrenttownships.htm
A collection of township maps for select counties.
Carolina Places in Time, http://gisarcims.co.meck
lenburg.nc.us/historicasp/searchmaps.htm. Many maps
for the Mecklenburg area with other North Carolina
and South Carolina maps included.
New Bern Library — digital collection — extensive
map collection, http://newbern.cpclib.org/digital/maps.htm.
Western North Carolina Heritage, http://www.
heritagewnc.org/, includes more than 800 images of
land grants for the western part of North Carolina
and many include plat maps!
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different types of maps available
online that can help with geneal-
ogy research. They each give you
different information. Sometimes
the new information reinforces
what you already know and
sometimes it supplements what
you know (e.g.,

mentioned, you will find won-
derful maps that are particular to
a locale — someone may have
identified original land grants
along a river, or plotted out land
owners for a select period of
time, or created a simplified map

was because a lot of other people
were traveling that same route.

CONCLUSION

Are all maps online? No, as with

other documents, only a small

fraction is. I have heard that
there are about

seeing a Civil War
map with neigh-
bors identified ver-
sus reading a cen-
sus enumeration).
In this article
are examples of
some North
Carolina statewide
resources that [
consult for most
projects.
Additionally,
the use of maps

MIGRATION MAP RESOURCES:

These are maps that include North Carolina and are focused on the
migration of individuals into or through North Carolina.
BROWNHISTORY.ORG
http:/fwww.brownhistory.org/maps.htm
Has a great assortment of colonial, migration and other North
Carolina maps

GREAT COLLECTION OF MIGRATION ROUTE OVERVIEWS WITH MAPS BY
BEVERLY WHITAKER
http://home.kc.rr.com/gentutor/#Migration
VARIOUS MIGRATION ROUTES
http://sciway3.net/proctor/marion/maps/MigrationRoutes.html

10,000 maps on
the Library of
Congress web-
site, of more than
the 4.5 million
maps in their col-
lection! And,
that’s just one
example.

Like any
resource , under-
stand that maps
are not perfect,
nor complete.

often benefits from
the use of other tools, such as
gazetteers and other geography-
related references, (more of these
are going online, but the best one
for North Carolina is still only
available in printed
form) as well as spe-
cific local resources
such as this

of an area highlighting land-
marks and now long gone fea-
tures. There are many map gems
to be found online!

MORE NORTH CAROLINA MAP RESOURCES:

Some issues that
arise with maps include:
¢ Differing scales
¢ Differing perspectives
¢ Differing time periods — natu-
ral changes in landscape and
man-made changes in
landscape
¢ Differing levels of
details

“Secondary roads
lookup — North
Carolina”,
https://apps.dot.
state.nc.us/srlookup
/Default.aspx.

Note that not all
maps have the same
usefulness for all
projects. For instance,
soil survey maps are
helpful for more rural
settings, whereas
Sanborn Fire
Insurance maps are
only suitable for
urban settings.

Let’s talk now
about some of the

NoORTH CAROLINA COLONY AND STATE MAPS:
http://ncrec.dcr.state.nc.us/Cat/CatServer. ASP? WCI=Maps&W
CE=Short

TENNESSEE COUNTY FORMATION MAPS:
http:/fwww.tngenweb.org/maps/county-ani/tn-maps/tn-cf.html
An excellent collection of maps that reflect the history of
Tennessee, including its time as part of North Carolina!
MAPS AND OTHER CARTOGRAPHIC RECORDS IN THE NORTH
CAROLINA STATE ARCHIVES: (Information circular)
http:/fwww.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/Archives/FindingAids/Circulars
JAIC12.pdf

Includes list of extent county “land ownership” maps
WILLIAM P CUMMING MAP SOCIETY:

(North Carolina-based cartographic society)
http:/fwww.cummingmapsociety.org/|_1780_North_Carolina_and
_Part_of South_Carolina_with_the_Field_of Battle_Bew_Lodge.jpg
Features numerous historical maps of North Carolina and
other locales, including this 1780 map

¢ Created by indi-
viduals who can
and have intro-
duced errors
However, as with
most of our genealo-
gy resources, despite
their flaws, maps are
a wonderful visual
tool to use as you do
your research. Now,
go out and see what
maps exist online for
your community or
ancestral home, and
have some fun step-
ping back in time!

maps that I have used
for North Carolina projects, rec-
ognizing that not all counties for
North Carolina have all of these
types of maps available online,
but it is always worth looking to
see if they do. See the full page
box earlier in this article for a list
of where to look.

In addition to all the maps

www.internet-genealogy.com

MIGRATION MAPS

In addition to examining maps
focused on a particular locale, for
many 17th- to 19th-century fami-
lies it’s important to know how
and where people migrated. If
you are stumped as to how an
ancestor got from point A to
point B, you might find that it

Diane L. Richard has been doing
genealogy research for more than
20 years. She currently does profes-
sional research in North Carolina
and can be found online at
www.mosaicrpm.com/Genealogy.
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DAVID A. NORRIS SHOWS YOU HOW TO STRIKE PAY DIRT IN YOUR GENEALOGY RESEARCH

Finding Your
Ancestors!

MANY TIMES IN THE past, the lure of
gold or silver tempted thousands
of people to drop their plows,
tools or account books. Leaving
their past lives, they traveled hun-
dreds or even thousands of miles.
The “forty-niner” pushing across
the plains to the Gold Rush of
1849, his wagon bearing the paint-
ed slogan “California or Bust!”

water, the lad found a bright,
shiny chunk of a heavy, yellow
metal. Conrad hauled the 17-
pound lump of metal home, where
his family used it as a doorstop for
three years. The family sold the
“doorstop”, which they didn’t
realize was a solid gold nugget, for
only $3.50. Once the mysterious
metal lump was identified as gold,

Rutherfordton, North Carolina.
The South remained the main
gold-producing region of the US
until the morning of January 24
1848, when James Marshall, a fore-
man working for wealthy
California entrepreneur John
Sutter, found a shiny, sparkling
lump in the millrace of Sutter’s
new sawmill on the American

became an
American symbol.
Few of these
would-be million-
aires found the
golden bonanzas
that they
dreamed of.
Disease, accidents
and violence took
many of their
lives. Some gold
seekers found
successful lives as
farmers or trades-
men in a growing
new settlement.
Others gave up
and returned to

River. Sutter
tried to keep the
gold find a
secret, fearing
the stampede of
| treasure hunters
who would
swarm all over
his land, over
which he had

| only a shaky
claim.

The first
reports of gold to
reach the little
village of San
Francisco were
not believed. But,
in May 1848,

their former lives,
bringing back a
lifetime’s worth of
exciting tales.
Whether you are directly descend-
ed from a gold-seeker, or perhaps
a brother, uncle, or cousin in your
family answered the call of the
gold mines, there are quite a few
places where you can look for
records for your family history.

GoLD RUSHES IN THE US

Early Spanish explorers looked for
gold in much of North America.
Despite finding abundant silver
ore in Mexico, large-scale gold
deposits eluded the conquistadors
— and everyone else — until after
the Revolutionary War.

In 1799, 12-year-old Conrad
John Reed was playing near Little
Meadow Creek in Cabarrus
County, North Carolina. In the

“Old-timers” demonstrate panning for gold near a sluice in Rockerville, Dakota
Territory in the 1880s. (Library of Congress.)

Conrad’s father, John Reed (who
was a deserter from a Hessian reg-
iment during the Revolution),
began looking for more gold. As
the easy-to-find nuggets were
picked up, they sifted the sand in
area creeks, and eventually began
digging shaft-and-tunnel mines.
More and more gold was
found after the Reed’s discoveries,
and before the Civil War, hundreds
of gold mines operated in North
Carolina, Georgia and several
other Southern states. New US
mints were established in
Charlotte, North Carolina and
Dahlonega, Georgia to strike gold
coins. Miners could also have their
gold made into coins at the pri-
vately-owned Bechtler Mint in

26 INTERNET Genealogy ¢ October/November 2008

gold fever swept
California.
Sailors and offi-
cers left their
ships abandoned; US soldiers
deserted their posts; and civilians
of all occupations quit their jobs
and headed for the area of Sutter’s
Mill. Sutter’s worries were all too
justified. A great stampede of
prospectors soon swamped the
area. They overran his property
and took most of his livestock and
lands, not to mention the gold.
Late in 1848, the first
California gold reached the eastern
states, and gold fever struck many
Americans the next year. Known
as the “Forty-niners”, thousands of
would-be gold miners poured into
California by crossing the conti-
nent in wagon trains. Others took
their choice of two sea routes.
Some took the arduous journey by
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sea around Cape Horn. A shorter
route took travelers by steamer to
Central America, where they
crossed from the Caribbean to the
Pacific and caught a northbound
ship for California. It was a choice
between spending months at sea
and facing the perils of storms
around Cape Horn, or the risk of
contracting fatal tropical fevers
when crossing Central America.

San Francisco’s population
soared from perhaps 500 people in
1847 to around 25,000 at the end of
1849. Gold brought so many set-
tlers that the Territory of
California, officially acquired only
in 1848 at the end of the War with
Mexico, became a state in 1850.

California’s gold production
plunged after the early 1850s,
because the easily worked deposits
were exhausted. Prospectors kept
searching throughout the
American West for more gold
deposits. The Pike’s Peak Gold
Rush may have attracted as many
as 100,000 people to Colorado
beginning in 1858. The city of
Denver began during this era as a
gold mining camp.

Around the same time, gold
brought thousands of miners into
British Columbia. The early 1860s
saw new gold rushes in Idaho and
Montana. Prospectors poured into
the Black Hills of South Dakota in
1874. That inflow founded mining
boomtowns such as the famous
town of Deadwood, where Wild
Bill Hickok was shot to death in a
saloon on 1 August 1876.

As in California, most gold
rushes began as prospectors excit-
edly picked up big gold nuggets
and worked rich placer deposits.
More efficient methods of placer
mining, the “cradle” and the
sluice, replaced panning. The
sluice was a long wooden trough,
where water was washed through
gold-bearing sand. Small boards
nailed crosswise across the bottom
of the trough helped catch gold
dust and flakes. A cradle was a
small version of the sluice, which
could be used where water was
scarce. Workers shoveling sand
into these wooden devices could
process many times the material
than could a fellow working a gold
pan.
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Finding Your Gold Rush Ancestors

manage. Shafts and tunnels dug
into the earth, and heavy machin-
ery crushed the ore so the gold
could be extracted. Hydraulic min-
ing, a high-tech version of placer
mining, was also used. Strong
blasts of water were pumped
against hillsides to tear them down

By the early 1850s, California’s
placer deposits were exhausted.
When placer deposits were gone,
miners quickly learned to search
for the original veins of gold ore.
Placer gold originated when veins
of gold, embedded in rock, were
eroded by millennia of rain and

ey -,
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THE WAT THET GO TO CALIFDRMNIA.

Above: Gold-seekers bound for the California Gold Rush crowd onto ships,
whimsical rockets and dirigibles, in this 1849 print. Ship passenger lists are a
useful way for genealogists to trace Gold Rush ancestors.

Below: The California Gold Rush swelled San Francisco from a village into a
major city in less than two years. Seen here, in this 1851 photo, are some of the
200 ships that were abandoned by officers and crews who went to the gold fields.

so that the soil and sand could be
washed and sifted for gold parti-
cles.

Sometimes, prospectors found
silver ore rather than gold. The
1859 discovery of the Comstock

wind, and washed into streams.
This rockbound source of gold was
called the “mother lode”.

Getting the gold out of rock
required more labor and capital
than footloose prospectors could
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Finding Your Gold Rush Ancestors

Lode, a rich source of silver ore in
the Nevada Territory, touched off
a silver rush that was every bit as
rowdy and exciting as any gold
rush. Some mining areas contin-
ued for decades as centers for the
production of copper or other met-
als.

Besides miners, the larger
mines required carpenters, team-
sters, steam engineers, stokers,
managers and clerks to keep them
running. Families accompanied
some of the workers, especially if
the mining boom lasted more than
a few months. All of these people
attracted saloons, hotels, general
stores, restaurants, livery stables,
branch railroad or stagecoach
lines, and countless other busi-
nesses. Usually, saloon keepers
and merchants made far more
money than those who literally
struck gold.

Just as the 19th century began
with Conrad Reed’s 17-pound
golden doorstop, it ended with
one final great gold rush. In 1897,
word reached the outside world of
rich gold strikes in the remote
Klondike River country of Alaska
and the Yukon Territory.

KLONDIKE RECORDS

The Klondike Gold Rush is well
documented compared to earlier
gold rushes. By the 1890s, portable
cameras were becoming common,
and many photos were made of
the gold diggings and boom
towns. Meticulous records were
kept by the North West Mounted
Police (as the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police were known),
who wrote down the names of
everyone who entered the Yukon
Territory.

“Yukon Genealogy”, a web
page of the government of the
Yukon at http://www.yukon
genealogy.com/index.htm, has links
to two Klondike databases. The
Dawson City Museum “Pan for
Gold Database” contains records
from the Gold Rush, and Yukon
Genealogy Archives concentrates
on the later period of 1930-50. The
site also offers many links to
Klondike Gold Rush history and
genealogy, as well as other family
history resources.

Visit the website of Family

Chronicle to see their 1996 article
“Alaska-Yukon Gold Rush
Participants”: http://www.
familychronicle.com/klondike.htm.
There, you will find the names of
24,200 Klondike gold seekers.
Included among the list is Wyatt
Earp, the famed Old West law-
man. He is listed as living in
Nome, Alaska. His occupation is
given as the “Dexter Saloon”.

Speaking of saloons, there’s
even a list of Klondike-era saloon
owners at http://www.yukonalaska.
com/pathfinder/gen/rhse_ownersAC.
html.

Right: John Rentfro, a Yukon placer
miner and cook, poses in the Yukon
region of Alaska in 1904.

Below: July 1904, the riverfront at
Dawson City, Yukon Territory, during
the Klondike Gold Rush.
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“Finding Your Gold Rush
Relative”, from the Alaska
Historical Library at http://wwuw.
library.state.ak.us/hist/parham.html,
has more useful sources and tips.

FINDING ANCESTORS IN THE
CALIFORNIA, AND OTHER, GOLD
RUSHES

Most gold rushes were not as well
organized for the genealogist as
the Klondike. But, there are plenty
of places to look for adventurous
members of your family.

One important point to keep
in mind is that gold hunters were
restless. If takings were poor at
one camp, they were always ready
to rush to the next possible gold
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strike. When the gold hunters left,
so did the saloons, stores and
other businesses. Whether a
prospector or a store keeper, your
gold rush ancestor may have
spent short stays in several mining
camps or towns, and may have
lived in a number of different
counties or even different territo-
ries or states.

Without family lore or previ-
ous research to provide clues, you
can try some broad searches first.
Then, you can tailor a search to
various state and county
genealogical websites and
resources.

First, the enumerators of the
ever-helpful US Census doggedly
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scoured boomtowns, tent cities,
canyons, gulches and mines to
add names to their lists. 1850 was
the first census to include the
names of all the members of a
family, not just the head of the
household. Luckily, this change in
policy came just in time for the
California Gold Rush.

Another useful resource is an
1852 state census of California.
That census has been microfilmed;
it may be borrowed through the
Family History Library or the
interlibrary loan.

Some pages list only a handful
of miners at a small camp; for
instance, one nearly empty US
Census page lists only twelve
inhabitants at “Gold Camp,
Dragoon Mountains” in Pima
County, Arizona Territory in 1880.
There were five teamsters from
Mexico and seven miners, includ-
ing one each from England and
Germany.

SHIP AND WAGON PASSENGER LISTS
Another type of source where you
can find thousands of names, par-
ticularly for the California Gold
Rush, are ship passenger lists. A
great many “forty-niners” had
their names published in newspa-
pers when their vessels departed
for the gold field. A search
through online services such as
Genealogybank.com and
Newspaperarchive.com may be
worthwhile. You can check for
departing passengers in eastern
papers, and arrivals in San
Francisco. Keep in mind that sur-
names may be misspelled, and
that first and middle names may
be replaced by initials.

John Ireland’s collection of
California Gold Rush passengers
is now housed by SFgenealogy
.com’s California Bound web
pages at http://www.sfgenealogy
.com/californiabound/cbindex.htm.
Useful and hard-to-find material
here includes excerpts from
English-language newspapers
from Panama. The Panama infor-
mation includes the names of
some travelers who caught fever
and died before they could get a
ship to their intended destination.
At SFgenealogy’s main site, you
can find links to historical data-
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bases and genealogical informa-
tion on San Francisco and the sur-
rounding counties.

Related to the passenger lists
are US passport applications.
Although passports weren't
required for foreign travel until
1941, except for brief periods dur-
ing the Civil War and WWI, some
Americans carried them anyway.
Many Forty-niners took
steamships to Central America,
crossed the narrow Isthmus of
Panama, and took a northbound
Pacific steamer for San Francisco.
The passport application docu-
ment probably won't tell you

repel Indian attacks. A few wagon
trains even brought along a can-
non or two as extra insurance.
Although the threat of an Indian
attack was real, a far larger per-
centage of travelers died from dis-
ease or accidents than the expect-
ed Indian raids.

As was the case with ship pas-
sengers, travelers who joined
wagon trains might have had their
names listed in newspaper arti-
cles. The California Bound web
pages include some names drawn
from wagon train lists:
http:/fwww.sfgenealogy.com/
californiabound/cbindex.htm.

Gold rushes also provided jobs for teamsters and express messengers, such as
these Wells Fargo men guarding a gold shipment near Deadwood, Dakota
Territory.

where the applicant intended to
go. But, passports applied for in
1849 or the early 1850s may indi-
cate that the applicant intended to
cross Central America on the way
to California. Online, you can
search Ancestry.com’s “U.S.
Passport Applications, 1795-1925”
and Footnote.com’s “Passport
Applications, 1795-1905”, both of
which are drawn from National
Archives records.

Before the Trans-continental
Railroad was completed in 1869,
emigrants who traveled overland
to find gold in California,
Colorado, and elsewhere in the

West usually joined a wagon train.

As many as one hundred or more
wagons traveled together, so that
the number of firearms carried by
passengers would discourage or

Among the useful sites for
California genealogy that feature
Gold Rush-era resources are the
California Pioneer Project
http://www.cagenweb.com/cpl, the
California History and Genealogy
Archives at http://www.calarchivesdu
.com, and the Golden Nugget
Library at http://freepages.
genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~np
melton/index.html.

Unlike the settled lands of the
Southeast, where gold discoveries
were on private property, most of
the West was “unclaimed”. The
claims process began as a very
informal one. In California in 1849,
one or more miners could claim a
small section of a creek by tacking
a note onto a post — or simply
leave their mining tools on the site
to indicate that it was “taken”.
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Finding Your Gold Rush Ancestors

A mining claim document of a
Gold Rush relative would be of
interest to the genealogist, but
often, locating copies of the paper-
work will seem as difficult as find-
ing gold. Laws vary from state to
state, but generally, mining claims
in the western states are filed in
the offices of the county recorders.
Patented claims include perma-
nent possession of the land in
question; unpatented claims are
rather like temporary leases for
mining purposes. Getting a record
may require a visit in person to a
county recorder’s office.

The Family History Library
Catalog, at www.familysearch.org,
has several dozen microfilmed col-
lections of mining claims. These
are available for borrowing.
Arizona, Nevada, Colorado and
Montana are well represented.
Some collections have just mining
documents; others have the claims
mixed in with deeds and other
papers. Most are arranged by date
rather than name.

Some Utah mining claims and
related documents have been
indexed. Visit the Utah State
Archives Index Page at http://
historyresearch.utah.gov/indexes/
index.html, and scroll down to see
the available collections. A success-
ful search will give you the name
of someone who filed a claim, a
date, the name of the mine and a
series and page number. Copies
can be ordered at a cost of $1 per
page.

Larry Vredenberg’s site
“California General Land Office/
Bureau of Land Management Land
Patent Records”, http://fwww.
vredenburgh.org/capatents, contains
lists by county of California land
grants dated from 1856 to 1995.
Extracted from old records of the
General Land Office, they include
some placer and lode mining
claims.

MINING CAamPs AND GHOST TOWNS
Countless towns swelled to popu-
lations of several thousand people
in a few months, then dwindled
into ghost towns when the gold or
silver ran out. To find information
on vanished mining towns and
camps, visit Ghosttown.com at
http://www.ghosttowns.com. The

Above: Shown here is the abandoned steamer Charles H. Spencer, which once
brought coal to run gold mining machinery on the Colorado River in Arizona.
Below: Gold miners operate sluices on the Shoshone River, near Ralston. Park

County, Wyoming in 1904.

main page has links for US states
and Canadian provinces. Besides
gold rush towns, it includes such
unusual sites as 20th century Port
Radium, in Canada’s Northwest
Territory. Besides the western min-
ing towns, there are lots of ghost
towns listed for the eastern states
and provinces as well.

If a search of the census, pas-
senger lists, or other large-scale
sites turns up a relative with a
gold rush connection, you can then
narrow your search to particular
states and counties. County pages
in the US Genweb Project or
Linkpendium.com may include
useful genealogical data. Look for
categories such as “mine owners”,
“mining claims” and “pioneers”
(early settlers may include gold
prospectors). Birth, marriage and
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death records; cemetery inscrip-
tions; voting records; town direc-
tories; and other traditional local
sources may also record the name
of your gold rush ancestor.

Author David A. Norris grew up in
North Carolina, not far from the
place where Conrad Reed found
gold in 1799. David used to pan for
gold in streams near his childhood
home. He found lots of small dark
rocks with shiny sparkles. Alas,
they were sparkles of mica, not
gold.
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NeEep Sovie RESEARCH ADVICE?

101 Best Genealogy Research Tips has
been specifically prepared by author
Janice Nickerson and the Editors of
Family Chronicle and Internet
Genealogy magazines. This book is
packed with more than one hundred
useful genealogy research tips!
Here’s a sample:

Tip # 86. Record Your Failures
A common mistake by new (and not-so-new) genealogists
is to only make notes about successful “finds”. Resist this
urge. Take notes about every book, record and database
you search, recording when you did the search, what you
were looking for (what names, dates, information), and
what you did and didn’t find. This way, you’ll save
yourself from having to reread the same books, and
re-search the same records and databases, every time you
come back to your genealogy after a break. You'll also
know when you should go back to them (i.e. when you
have new names to check, or new information that
changes your perspective on what you're looking for).

$8!

DoN’T DELAY — ORDER YOUR et
Cory TobDAY!

YES! | want to order 101 Best Genealogy Research Tips
Q101 Best Genealogy Research Tips — $8* (includes shipping & handling)

Payment:  Check (enclosed) U Visa d MasterCard

*Residents of NB, NL & NS add HST instead of GST. Ontario residents add 8% PST. Quebec residents add 7.5% QST.

e Mail to: Internet Genealogy, PO Box 194, Niagara Falls, NY 14304 (from USA)
Internet Genealogy, 500-505 Consumers Rd, Toronto, ON M2] 4V8 (from
Canada)

Card Number:

Expiry Date:_ /  (e.g. 03/2008)
Signature:
Full Name:

Address:

City: State/Prov: ____ Zip/Post Code:

Telephone Number: ( ) (please incl. area code)
Your credit card statement will indicate MAGAZIN 888-326-2476.

Please allow three to six weeks for
delivery of your book. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.

. For faster service, have your credit card ready |
and call (toll free) 1-888-326-2476
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DANIEL M. LYNCH LOOKS AT THE NEW AND IMPROVED ELLIS ISLAND DATABASE

IN SOME ways, 17 April 2001, seems
like an eternity ago, but when I
think about my efforts to conduct
genealogy research online I can
remember that entire week like it
was just yesterday.

After much fanfare and
months of anticipation, The Statue
of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation
in New York launched both a
museum and website dedicated to
the millions of immigrants who
arrived through the Port of New
York and Ellis Island. After years
of scouring through passenger
manifests on microfilm (and com-
ing up empty handed), I could
finally conduct an electronic search
by passenger name and quickly
locate the name of my great great
grandfather to view a digital ver-
sion of the original manifest —
complete with many previously
unknown details. The kid in the
candy store never had it so good!

Now, I know what you're
thinking. What's the big deal?
Well, you're right. In 2008, that’s
not such a big deal anymore. In
fact, it’s become the norm, the
baseline expectation for online
research. And with broadband
access and large displays now
commonplace, few of us would
ever want to return to the technol-
ogy that was considered ‘cutting
edge’ just seven years ago. The
truth is, however, that the launch
of the Ellis Island website,
www.ellisisland.org, in 2001 made
headlines around the world and
drew so much traffic that servers
could handle less than one-tenth
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the demand. It seems the experts
underestimated just how many of
us are obsessed with finding out
how much money our ancestors
had upon arrival, or whether they
were an anarchist or polygamist or
the name of the relative or friend
in the United States they were
coming to see.

For many family history
enthusiasts, finding the passenger
record for an immigrant ancestor
is among the most exciting of all
family documents. It serves as a
connection from Old World tradi-
tion to New World opportunity.
Could our ancestors have ever
imagined that the most routine
details of their journey would
bring so much satisfaction to their
descendants more than a century
later?

A PERENNIAL FAVORITE

Let’s take a look at why the Ellis
Island website continues to be a
perennial favorite for genealogists
of all levels. In my opinion, there
are three key ingredients which
provide a never-ending flow of
traffic to the website each month.
First, their database is large —
more than 24 million records in
total (a combination of immigrant
arrivals, US and international trav-
elers and ship crew were all
recorded on passenger manifests.
The arrival records even include
details for several US Presidents,
as well as many other notable his-
torical figures). Second, the
arrivals represent more than 150
different ethnicities, so nearly half

Ellis Island icvisiac
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|

of all American’s have a direct
connection to one or more arriving
passengers. And third, both the
index and images are free! While
the site does require free registra-
tion, the electronic index is fully
searchable by all site visitors and
the digitized manifest images can
also be viewed and inspected free
of charge.

The records cover what is gen-
erally considered the peak period
of American immigration— from
1892 to 1924. Ellis Island opened
on 1 January 1892, replacing Castle
Garden and the Barge Office
where earlier arrivals had been
received. There were several years
during which more than one mil-
lion arrivals were processed. The
busiest single day was 17 April
1907 — officials received, exam-
ined and processed 11,747 arrivals.
That’s better than one arrival every
seven and one-half seconds!

For each arrival, you can find
as many as 31 individual data ele-
ments — first and last name of
passenger, name of passenger ship,
date and port of departure, date of
arrival, passenger’s age, gender,
marital status, calling or occupa-
tion, nationality, ability to read and
write, last place of residence, final
destination in the United States,
whether they had ever been to the
US before and, if so, when and
where, whether going to join a rel-
ative or friend and, if so, their
name and location, by whom was
passage paid, how much money
were they in possession of, ever in
prison, whether an anarchist or
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polygamist, health condition (men-
tal and physical), whether
deformed or crippled and other
details. For some European
women, it was customary for them
to travel using their maiden name.
In the example shown, I found
my great grandmother Anna
Orsatti traveling as a 15-year old
girl with her sister Chiarina (11),
brother Pietro (9), and cousin
Pasquale De Rubertis (21). I was
also rewarded with the maiden
name of Anna’s mother — Teresa
De Cesare (age 44). The manifest
notes Teresa (on line 1) is a widow
from San Giovanni in Galdo,
southern Italy. She is traveling to
join her son, Giovanni, at 24
Phoenix Ave, Waterbury, Conn.

SITE IMPROVEMENTS

Shortly after launch, the original
site had been critiqued by two
groups — those with common sur-
names yielding far too many
results and those with unique sur-
names prone to misspellings that
remained hidden from both basic
and advanced search. In 2004, the
ellisisland.org site was re-launched
with new features — most notable
were improvements to site naviga-
tion and search capabilities. In
addition, those whose ancestor’s
names had been transcribed incor-
rectly by volunteers from the LDS
Church could finally submit
requests to have the transcription
errors corrected. In recent years,
the original index has been
improved, adding thousands of
corrections and also an
‘Approximate Year of Birth’ field,
enhancing the ability to more
quickly filter through a large vol-
ume of results. This feature is also
particularly helpful in identifying
passengers that made multiple
trips. If you are lucky enough to
find more than one arrival for your
ancestors, the details from each
manifest should be carefully com-
pared to help you develop a more
complete profile of your ancestor’s
early life in America.

This site includes a Genealogy
Learning Center, as well as histori-
cal timelines and other information
about both Ellis Island and the
Statue of Liberty. This section of
the site is quite popular with

beginning researchers, as well as
school children working on reports
and school projects.

If you are new to this site or
even returning after a few years,
you should also spend time
reviewing the detailed search tips.

senger, a commemorative certifi-
cate is available for purchase, as is
a copy of the actual manifest and
ship image. The site also now
offers large prints in full color of
promotional posters from the era
when our ancestors were making

Above: The Ellis Island Database home page.
Below: Listing for Anna Orsatti, who was travelling as a 15-year-old with the
rest of her family.
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These will be especially helpful if
you are certain your ancestor
arrived through Ellis Island during
the period of 1892 to 1924, but
have been unable to locate their
manifest.

Earlier this year, the site also
introduced a significant new col-
lection of ship images — many of
which can be purchased and are
suitable for framing. For each pas-
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their travel plans for their new life
in America.

ONE-STEP SEARCH TOOLS BY
STEPHEN MORSE

The ancient Greek philosopher
Plato was apparently not a geneal-
ogist. In his dialog Republic, he
states that necessity is the mother
of invention. No details of the
paternal lineage are included or
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the mother’s maiden name, but at
least we have the mother’s given
name to go on.

Chances are good that, were it
not for the over-burdened Ellis
Island website in 2001, one ama-
teur genealogist and very skilled
computer engineer might never
have put his talents to use for our
collective benefit. You see, Stephen
Morse, a resident of San Francisco,
was just one of many researchers
trying to access the Ellis Island

ON BECOMING AN AMERICAN
CITIZEN

For immigrant arrivals who would
later become American citizens,
their arrival was just the first step
in a long journey toward citizen-
ship. The laws changed with the
passage of time and so too did the
requirements placed upon those
who wished to become US citi-
zens. In most cases, a Declaration
of Intention was completed,

website when it launched in

April 2001. The difference
between most of us and Dr.
Morse is that he happens to be
the same Stephen Morse that
served as chief architect for Intel
in creating the 8086 chip used in
most early personal computers.
Frustrated by slow response
times and limited search filters,
Morse used his time instead to
study how parameters were
being passed to the database. He
then wrote a form which passed
more advanced search parame-
ters directly to the same data-
base and found his wife’s miss-
ing ancestor. The One-Step
search tools were born. Morse
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had published this form for the
benefit of a “few others”, but he
too had underestimated just

how many others were interest-
ed in this new database. Word of
Morse’s search form spread like
wild fire — genealogy newsletters
featured the URL, conference
speakers spelled out each charac-
ter and message boards also did
their part. Soon, Morse and a
handful of other skilled volunteers
were responding to enhancement
requests and trying to determine
the most efficient way to build an
even better mouse trap.

Having perfected the Ellis
Island search with what is now
called the “Gold Form”, available
at www.stevemorse.org, Morse now
has a vast array of useful One-
Step search tools available for use
by genealogists worldwide. If you
have a brickwall you're trying to
break through and haven’t yet
tried these tools, I would strongly
recommend adding this site to
your list of frequently used
favorites.
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The Wall of Honor sister site features the names
of more than 700,000 immigrants who have been
memoralized by family members at Ellis Island.

those which your ancestors would
have been asked. Each quiz
includes just 20 questions, but
there are many variations and one
hundred questions in all.

WALL oF HONOR

Another useful online destination
associated with Ellis Island is the
American Immigrant Wall of
Honor at www.wallofhonor.org. This
site includes the names of more
than 700,000 immigrants who
arrived through any port or any
year, but who have been memo-
rialized by family members at
Ellis Island. Visitors to Ellis
Island can view the names
etched into steel plates as they
stand on the north side of the
island looking toward the tip of
Manhattan Island. You may find
that a distant cousin has placed
the name of your common
ancestor online or you may
wish to add one or more names
yourself. If you can’t get to Ellis
Island in person, this website
will allow you to view the virtu-
al Wall of Honor from the com-
fort of your own home.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR ELLIS ISLAND
Both the website and the muse-

spelling out the immigrants” iden-
tity, arrival and family makeup,
origin and other details. After a
waiting period, they would com-
plete a Petition for Citizenship
and, upon verification and
approval, they would take and
sign an Oath of Allegiance.

Another part of the
Americanization process was to
learn about the history and gov-
ernment of the United States.
Immigrants were, and still are,
required to pass a citizenship test.
An adaptation of that test has
recently been placed online at
www.ellisisland.org and you can
test your own knowledge of basic
facts that might have presented a
significant challenge to your
ancestors. Don’t worry, nobody is
going to send you back if you
don’t pass!

The interactive online quiz
asks a series of questions with
multiple-choice answers similar to

um continue to be popular des-
tinations. The Statue of Liberty-
Ellis Island Foundation has recent-
ly announced the next phase of
their museum called The Peopling
of America. This will expand upon
the original story featured in the
initial exhibits and we’ll await fur-
ther details as they become avail-
able. Ellis Island didn’t officially
close until 1954, so researchers in
the future can hope to have a
more complete collection of
arrivals for further research.

Daniel M. Lynch is a technology
marketing consultant and profes-
sional genealogist based in
Connecticut. He is an APG mem-
ber, vice president for the Connec-
ticut Society of Genealogists and
the author of Google Your Family
Tree. He can be reached online at
www.danlynch.net.
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JOHN R. LINDERMUTH SHOWS YOU HOW TO MAKE ONLINE NETWORKING WORK FOR YOU

MySpace for Genealogy

MYSPACE? THAT’S FOR kids, isn't it?

That’s how many react when
asked about this social networking
website. They wouldn’t think of it
in terms of a valid source of
genealogical assistance. However,
perceptions can be misleading.

Alexa Internet, a service that
provides information on a web-
site’s traffic, ranks MySpace as the
world’s sixth most popular
English-language website, and the
third most popular in the US.
Admittedly, there have been some
negative aspects to the site in the
past. But the company has been
responding to those concerns by
increasing security and taking
measures to enhance service.

Because of its popularity,
many political organizations have
created accounts to network and
expand their membership base.
You'll find most of the 2008 U.S.
presidential candidates have also
created sites. Musicians have long
known the value of MySpace and,
more recently, have been joined by
writers, artists, filmmakers and
other people eager to network.

But how does this relate to
genealogy?

A simple search on the word
genealogy at www.myspace.com
brought 106,000 responses.
Narrowing it down to genealogy
groups had some 16,000 hits. There
are MySpace groups devoted to
genealogy for nearly every U.S.
state, for Canada, for various
European nations, specific groups

for families and ethnic groups —
Jewish, Creole/Cajun, African-
American and Native American
genealogy. These groups vary from
a low of some 20 members, to a
high of several thousand members.
And there are individual sites cov-
ering the gamut of genealogical
interests. There are genealogical
business sites, including publish-
ers and professional genealogists
offering services. There are sites
devoted to genetic genealogy, vari-
ous international projects and
numerous free sites with user-con-
tributed photos.

Another interesting aspect is
that a majority of the sites I looked
at were formed in the past several
years.

I interviewed a number of
experts to discuss their experiences
and opinions of MySpace as a
resource. As might be expected,
opinions varied with the goals and
expectations of the individuals.
Most were in accord that a
MySpace account represents an
opportunity for networking with
others with similar interests, but
did not see it as having much
value as a research resource.

Many genealogists are familiar
with Dead Fred’s Genealogy Photo
Archive, www.deadfred.com.
Amanda Shertzer, co-owner of that
popular site, was among those
who responded to my inquiries
about MySpace. Though she’s
been collecting information since
her teens, Amanda calls herself an
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amateur when it comes to genealo-
gy. “I know someday I'll have the
time to really research and tie
everything together,” she
explained. “Right now I have a
young family so other things take
priority. Luckily, with the Internet
at my disposal, I can put my infor-
mation out there and have people
come to me.”

She said her account,
www.myspace.com/deadfreddotcom,
was established about two years
ago. “Our MySpace profile is help-
ing draw people to DeadFred.com,
which helps increase the chances
that I, or anyone else who has pho-
tos posted, will unite with long-
lost family and learn more about
their genealogy.”

Asked her opinion of
MySpace, she said, “It’s great
because it’s a social network and
you can find other family, or per-
sons interested in genealogy, or
other resource websites such as
DeadFred.”

Shertzer also recommends
other social networking sites.
“FaceBook.com is good. They even
have a family tree module you can
install and connect to others with
an account.”

Michael Hait, author of The
Family History Research Toolkit,
believes MySpace has value both
for the professional genealogist,
and the average hobbyist. As a
professional, Hait said he seeks as
much versatility as possible on his
page, www.myspace.con/
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mdgenealogy, utilizing every aspect
of its potential. He broke this
down into four aspects: Social net-
working, education, advertising
and sharing.

Commenting on networking,
he explained, “I use a rotating “Top
Friends’ list, selected at random. In
this way, I feel visitors to my site
will be able to make contact with
other visitors, with my site serving
as a sort of "hub.” I occasionally do
a search for other users whose
sites deal with topics of interest to
genealogists, including genealogy,
history and historical figures,
scrapbooking, rare books, muse-
ums and libraries.” He also joins
genealogical and historical groups
he feels might benefit from his site.

As to education, he uses his
blog to inform visitors of various
subjects of interest, reviews books,
cites articles he’s written, discusses
records groups people might over-
look and posts links he feels might
be of value. “I also have a blog
entitled ‘Breaking Down the Brick
Walls” where I share stories and
invite visitors to share their own.”

Commenting on the value of
MySpace to the average non-pro-
fessional, he compared it to the old
Usenet newsgroups and their
modern counterpart, the Rootsweb
message boards. “They are a good
way to find other people who are
researching your lines, information
specific to geographic areas and
even sometimes locating indexed
or transcribed records.” He said
the best way to do this was
through posts to applicable
groups. “But there are many other
professionals, as well as hobbyists,
who use their site in the same way
I do, to provide information on
aspects of genealogy or local histo-
ry. Finding these sites can be quite
rewarding.”

Hait also commented on
FaceBook. “Now that MySpace
runs applications the way that
FaceBook does, the door has been
opened for some other ways to
connect by searching the online
family trees of others,” he said.
“The Family Tree application will
likely soon be joined by other apps
— there are at least six different
family tree-sharing applications on
FaceBook that I use. I'm sure more
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will be developed and, eventually,
be found on MySpace.”

On the same subject,
author/genealogist Megan
Smolenyak Smolenyak, www
.honoringourancestors.com, said she
doesn’t use MySpace, but does use
FaceBook. “There are many more
genealogists on FaceBook, so I use
that instead,” she said.

Shannon Byers, www.myspace
.com/ancestrallychallengedsite, said
she initially had great hopes for
the site but had been disappointed.

“It really is no help when it
comes to actually finding informa-
tion. I use it primarily to let people

It would seem

the best advice for
the genealogist is
to utilize to the
fullest, every kind
of resource.

know about my genealogy forum,
where we share information, post
brickwalls and do look-ups for one
another. I do post interesting
genealogy news in my myspace
blogs, but that is about it.”

Byers also recommends the
Rootsweb mailing lists as a
resource. “I have yet to find a net-
working system that works as well
for finding information on people
you just can’t seem to find any-
where else,” she said.

For example, she found a letter
written in 1982 by a woman in her
husband’s family. The address on
the letter was no longer valid, but
Byers wanted to contact the
woman about some of the things
she had written. The woman had
remarried and moved. “Phone
book didn’t work and no one in
the immediate family knew her. I
put a request on Rootweb and
within a few weeks, someone con-
tacted me to tell me where she was
located now.”

Shannon Byers has since creat-
ed a new genealogy networking
site at www.ancestralspace.com “I'm
hopeful this will become known as
a genspace,” she said.

Stu Pike, www.myspace.com/

pikegenealogy, said he also has been
disappointed by results for his
two-year-old site. “My page is
mostly a marketing/outreach
effort to let people know about the
value of DNA in tracing their fami-
ly tree,” he explained. “Proactively,
I've attempted to contact some 40
Pike surnames about the Pike
DNA project. As many people
don’t reveal their real names on
MySpace, this is a tedious
process.”

Pike said he has had much
more success using sites such as
Ancestry.com and genealogy.com.

Miranda Gerholt, www.
myspace.com/gravehunter478, was
another who stressed the value of
joining groups, which provides a
means of networking to get help.
“I don’t consider MySpace a
resource,” she explained.

“My group on MySpace has
been up for a little over a year. I
love what I do as a hobby. My
whole family gets into it, especial-
ly my six-year-old. It all started
when I was doing my own family
tree. Now I do research for others
and also collect information on
cemeteries in my area. But
MySpace isn’t a resource for me. I
use many resources to get the
information I want, including
www.familysearch.org, wwuw.
heritagequest.com, www.findagrave
.com and www.rootsweb.com.

“My best advice is try to get
and give as much information as
you can find. There are tons of free
resources out there.”

It would seem the best advice
for the genealogist is to utilize to
the fullest every kind of resource.
And, as Gerholt suggests, “Don’t
give up.”

A retired newspaper editor, John R.
Lindermuth inherited the genealo-
gy bug from a favorite aunt and
has been pursuing ancestors for
more years than he cares to count.
He is the author of six novels and
has published in numerous maga-
zines.
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LISA A. ALZO LOOKS AT A NEW KIND OF OBITUARY SITE

Creating a Lasting

EVERY LIFE HAS a story, and every-
one’s story deserves to be told
and preserved for generations to
come. That’s the idea that
inspired the creators of
Tributes.com, www.tributes.com, a
new kind of obituary website.

If you've been doing genealo-
gy for any length of time, you've
probably visited many of the
online databases which include
obituary coverage. Sites such as
Legacy, www.legacy.com, and
Memory-Of, www.memory-of
.com/Public/, offer a variety of
ways for bereaved family mem-
bers and friends to remember
loved ones, including virtual
guest books, which can be
archived online for a fee.

Tributes.com does all that and
more, without relying on newspa-
pers for information about funer-
als and deaths, according to its
founder Jeff Taylor. Taylor is also
the creator of the popular online
job recruitment site Monster.com,
www.monster.com. As stated in a
feature for Toronto’s Globe and
Mail, www.theglobeandmail.com/
servlet/story/RTGAM.20080702.
wgtmonster0702/BNStory/
Technology/home, “Tributes.com
will glean that information
through alliances with funeral
homes and groups directly as
well as trade associations and
public information about deaths
from Social Security, though he
declined to divulge specific
deals.”

In addition, thanks to some
sophisticated search and database
technology, Tributes.com users
will be able to get e-mail alerts
when someone from their home-
town passes away. The site will
also sell online memorials, flow-
ers and cards, and has online
advertisers.

Some have referred to this as
“a social networking site for the
bereaved”. And while the verdict
is still out on its usefulness for
the average genealogist, the site

Tribute

does enable you to tell the story
of a loved one, using simple
tools. You can sign up for a free
account, which offers unlimited
text to ensure that you don’t have
to leave any details out, up to 10
photos presented in a slideshow
format, and the ability to forward
your tribute to friends and family
to encourage them to visit, and
provide their own additions
through entries in a personalized
memory book.

In addition, for those who fol-
low celebrities or others in the
news, there’s a “national obituary

navigation panel towards the top
of the screen.

Next, enter in the name of the
person you are trying to locate,
designate the timeframe of their
death and click “search.” I typed
in First Name: “John” Last Name:
“Alzo” (If you're not sure of the
timeframe for the death, select
“ALL").

If you can’t find a matching
record in the search results, you
can send an e-mail to support
@tributes.com, requesting they add
a record to the site. You need to
provide the full name, date of
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A Tributes.com page for John Alzo, Jt, created by his daughter, Lisa A. Alzo.

box”, which scrolls through the
latest deaths making headlines.
When I wrote this article, the sec-
tion featured death notices for
actress Estelle Getty, and Randy
Pausch, a Carnegie Mellon
University computer scientist,
whose “last lecture” about facing
terminal cancer was viewed by
millions on the Internet and later
became a best-selling book.

CREATING YOUR TRIBUTE

The first step is to locate the
death record for your loved one
in the database. This is done by
using the search box located on
the Tributes homepage, or by
clicking the search button in the
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birth, date of death and last place
of residence.

Once you find the entry you
desire, click on the name and go
to the screen that says: “To begin
creating a tribute, go to the box

7

‘Enhance this obituary...Tell __’s
story””.

You will then be prompted to
login or create an account. If you
have a Tributes account, enter
your login information. If not,
you’ll need to go through the reg-
istration process to create one.

Once registered and logged
in, you will be taken directly to
the tribute creation wizard, where
you will enter your text and
upload photos.

www.internet-genealogy.com



Start with the “Personal
Information” tab to edit or add
the person you've located. It’s
important to note that the origi-
nal text of the death notice that
you edit or delete will be perma-
nently altered and replaced with
your changes. Be sure when you
complete a section in the wizard,
that you click Save.

ADDING PHOTOS

To add photos and create a
slideshow, select “Browse” in the
wizard’s Photo Tab. Select the
photo file you wish to upload,
enter in a description to go along
with the photo and click “Add
Photo”.

You will see your photos
added into the “Manage Photos”
area as you scroll down the page
of the Photo Tab. You can set the
primary photo of your tribute
that is displayed in the search
results section. You can also select
the order of the slideshow by
dragging and dropping each
photo.

You can add as much, or as
little, as you’d like to your trib-

ute. Once you have completed
your tribute, click “I'm Finished”
in the top tab bar and you will be
taken to a confirmation page,
where you will be given the link
to your tribute. Click on the link
to view your “live” tribute, that is
also now available for all to view
at Tributes.com

Once your tribute is com-
plete, you can share it with your
family and friends. Click the “E-
mail to Friends and Family” but-
ton, and then add in the e-mail
addresses of the people you
would like to send your tribute
to, enter a subject line and send.
An e-mail will be sent to your
recipients with a direct link back
to the tribute you have created.

There is no limitation as to
how many times you can log on
to the site to add more content or
photos. If you would like to edit
your tribute, go to the “My
Account” tab in the top naviga-
tion bar and click on “My
Tributes”. This will allow you to
access the wizard and edit all of
the tributes you have created.

You'll also want to periodical-

ly check for any new memory
journal postings left by people
who have viewed the tribute you
created.

Following the above steps, 1
was able to set up a tribute for
my father, John Alzo, in a few
minutes. I typed in his obituary,
added several photographs for
the slideshow and even included
the eulogy I wrote for his funeral
in 2005 in the Memory Book. I
plan to go back in to add more
photos and memories.

It will be interesting to see
what the genealogical community
makes of Tributes.com. I will be
especially interested to learn
more about the “agreements with
funeral homes”. In particular, if
such an arrangement will some-
how provide access to data not
available from similar databases.

Lisa A. Alzo, M.F.A. is a freelance
writer, instructor and lecturer and
a regular contributor to Internet
Genealogy magazine.
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GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN
Canada has become infinitely eas-
ier and quicker over the last few
years, due to the huge increase in
online resources. In fact, there’s
so much available, I can’t possi-
bly cover it all in this article. But
I'll give you the highlights, with
links that will help you discover
more on your own.

CENSUS RECORDS

Before Canada became an inde-
pendent country, it was a British
colony. As such, its governance
and record-keeping followed a
British pattern. This is clearly
seen in the case of census records,
which, as in Britain, were taken
every 10 years on the “ones”. The
first personal census to include
every resident (not just heads of
households) was taken in the
colonies that later became Canada
in 1851 (in Ontario, it wasn’t
actually taken until January
1852). The surviving returns (a
substantial number of these
returns have been lost) have been
digitized and are available online
at the Canadian Genealogy
Centre, www.genealogy.gc.ca (a
branch of Canada’s national
archives — Library and Archives
Canada). The images are also
available through Ancestry,

www.Ancestry.ca, which has
indexed them all, making them
much easier to search. A free
index is also being developed by
volunteers at Automated
Genealogy, www.Automated
Genealogy.com.

Images for the 1881, 1891, 1901
and 1911 censuses are also avail-
able at the Canadian Genealogy
Centre, www.genealogy.gc.ca. A
complete index to the 1881 census
is available at the Canadian
Genealogy Centre and the family
history web site of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,
www.FamilySearch.org. A complete
index to the 1891 census is avail-
able at Ancestry.ca. And complete
indexes to the 1901 and 1911 cen-
suses are available at Automated
Genealogy.com and Ancestry.ca

Full, every-name censuses
were also taken in 1861 and 1871,
but these have not yet been digi-
tized. For the province of Ontario
only, there is an index to the
heads of households (and strays),
available through the Canadian
Genealogy Centre.

The 1911 census is the most
recent census available in
Canada, with the exception of
Newfoundland, which didn’t join
Canada until 1949. Indexes to the
Newfoundland censuses of 1921,
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1935 and 1945 are available
through a volunteer site
called Newfoundland’s r
Grand Banks, "
http://ngb.chebucto.org.

If you explore the vari-
ous sites mentioned through-
out this article, you'll find
many other partial (single
township/county) census
transcriptions and indexes.
These are too numerous to
mention.

VITAL STATISTICS
Responsibility for recording
vital statistics (also called
civil registration) falls to the
provinces in Canada.
Because of this, each
province’s records are differ-
ent. They start in different
years, include different
information, and have dif-
ferent policies for access.

Ontario is the only
province for which the orig-
inal vital statistics records
are available online. These
are provided through
Ancestry.ca for the follow-
ing years (as of this
writing); births 1869-1909,
marriages 1869-1924, deaths
1869-1934.

Indexes to at least some

www.internet-genealogy.cd




vital statistics are available for the
provinces of British Columbia,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, New

Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

Here’s where to go for each, and

what you’ll find:

BRITISH COLUMBIA

www.bcarchives.gov.be.ca/textual

* Marriages 1864-1932
® Deaths 1864-1877 and 1 October
1908-1957

If you find a record you're
interested in, you can purchase
an electronic copy instantly for
$9.95 CDN or a paper copy by
mail for a fee of $19.95 CDN.

For the provinces of Alberta,

case, so see below under church
records.

PASSENGER LISTS

The British and Canadian govern-
ments did not require ships’ pas-
senger lists to be preserved until
1865, so before that date, very
few lists are available. Indexes for

/governmt/vstats/v_ those few that have been
events.htm [ = E =] found are online at
e Births 1872-1903 ST SERUUL. A inGeneas, www.ingeneas
* Marriages 1872-1932 It Ll 3 uam ar e T v © .com, and TheShipsList,
(complete), 1859-1872 I =7 = = 2 BN & www.theshipslist.com. ‘
(partial) y . T p Images of passenger lists
J BDea;c.hs 18;;5,169?57;85 L A it e g)r sh(ips arrlvtm{;; e;t
* Baptisms -1885 FEee— anadian ports between
If you find a record i',_f: S SERCRETIM G PLEACLI 1865 and 1922 are all avail-
you're interested in, you Ny Y et st e able online through the
can purchase a copy by L el g ~— | Canadian Genealogy Centre
mail for a nominal fee. i N Tk L ii-- - | website. There is also an
| = - i - -+, | index to the lists for the
SASKATCHEWAN - e 4 g = years 1925 to 1935 at the
http:/fvsgs.health.gov.sk.ca T e L n “+ »| same site.
e Births 1888-1907 il [ ol & T by Ve Two volunteer projects
* Marriages (not available ot - (ol .- .| are currently underway to
yet) s o raty index the passenger lists for
® Deaths 1888-1916 e : . oo ships arriving through the
If you find a record e : - =y « “¥= | port of Quebec. The first
you're interested in, you : 5 i el A ., | focuses on the period just
can purchase a copy by g before 1900 and currently
mail for a fee of $50 CDN. includes ships arriving
between 28 May 1898 and
MANITOBA 16 September 1899. The
http://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca URL for this index is

e Births 1882-1908
* Marriages 1882-1928
* Deaths 1882-1938
If you find a record
you're interested in, you

can purchase a copy by
mail for a fee of $12 CDN.

NEW BRUNSWICK
http://archives.gnb.ca/APPS
/GovRecs/VISSE/

e Births 1898-1912
(complete) and 1800-1897
(partial)

* Marriages 1847-1958

¢ Deaths 1886-1957
(complete) and 1815-1885 (par-
tial)

If you find a record you're

interested in, you can purchase a

copy by mail for a fee of $8 CDN.

Nova Scoria
www.novascotiagenealogy.com
e Births 1864-1877
(complete) and 1836-1907 (par-
tial)
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the Canadian Genealogy Centre.

Quebec, Prince Edward Island,
Newfoundland and Labrador,
and the territories, there are no
civil registration records or index-
es available online. Applications
to the relevant registrar are neces-
sary. Addresses for all the regis-
trars can be found on the
Canadian Genealogy Centre
website, www.genealogy.gc.ca. Just
click on “Births, Marriages,
Deaths”, then “Civil
Registration”. Quebec is a special

This passenger list shows the names and ages of passen- fhs/.
gers arriving at the port of Halifax on board the S.S.
Bavarian in 1904. These images are available online at

http://members.shaw

| .ca/nfhspaxlists/. The second
index focuses on the post-
1900 period and currently
includes lists for ships
arriving between 21
October 1906 and 13
October 1910, at http://
members.shaw.ca/nanaimo.

A final project focused
on child immigrants sent
from British orphanages
and other charitable organi-
zations to Canada. Names of
these children, called “Home
Children”, were extracted from
passenger lists between 1869 and
1930 by volunteers from the
British Isles Family History
Society of Greater Ottawa. The
resulting database is online at the
Canadian Genealogy Centre web-
site.

MILITARY RECORDS
Before Confederation, Canadians
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who served in the military were
necessarily in the British armed
services. Many of the British mili-
tary records are indexed online at
the National Archives website,
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

There is no general index to
Canadian military records online.
However, there is a database of
soldiers who served during the
First World War, at the Canadian
Genealogy Centre website.
Images of the attestation papers

offers a digital archive of the
Toronto Star  called “Pages of the
Past” covering the period 1894 to
2005. Both databases are available
through libraries with subscrip-
tions to the service. Personal sub-
scriptions to the “Pages of the
Past” database are also available
from one hour for $3.95 CDN to
one year $149.95 CDN. Both data-
bases are searchable by key-
words, and you can confine your
searches to particular sections of

Many small town newspapers
that only published for a few
years are included here and are a
great boon to anyone seeking
ancestors in those locations. All
the newspapers have been
processed with optical character
recognition (OCR) technology, so
they can be searched for a partic-
ular word or phrase, but papers
from the early 1800s return many
incorrect hits due to the poor type
quality.

(forms filled out upon
enlistment) for these sol- | |
diers are online, and if -
you find a good match,
you can order copies of
the entire service file (the
fee depends on the size
of the file, but is minimal,
only covering copying
and mailing costs).
Another database can
be helpful in tracing
20th-century soldiers.
The Royal Canadian
Legion, a voluntary sup-
port organization for vet- '
erans and their families,
has published death
notices of veterans (and
also former police) in its
magazine, Legion i -
Magazine, since 1928. An |
index to notices pub-
lished since 1989 is now i
available online at www l‘
degionmagazine.com/en
/lastpost/. The Legion E
intends to expand the o
index to the earlier peri-
od in the near future. |
Readers should note that o
the index includes many
veterans who served in
foreign armies before set-
tling in Canada.

NEWSPAPERS

Many Canadian newspapers have
been digitized and/or indexed
with the results available online.
The largest single project is the
Globe and Mai’sl digital archive,
available through a company
called Cold North Wind. The
database, called “Canada’s
Heritage from 1844” includes dig-
ital images of all issues from the
newspaper’s founding in 1844 up
to 2003. Cold North Wind also

——
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Ancestry.ca also has
free indexes to a few
Manitoba newspapers
and miscellaneous issues
of the Toronto-based

= W

Newspapers like the Strathmore & Bow Valley Standard
(Alberta) are available online through the Our Future, Our

Past website.

the newspaper, such as the birth,
marriage and death notices, the
sports section or the front page.
A wide range of smaller
newspapers are available through
Paper of Record, www.paperof
record.com. This service used to
require a paid subscription but is
now free, with a download limit
of 250 pages per day. Paper of
Record has newspapers from
many countries (it’s especially
good for Mexico). Its Canadian
holdings include 86 newspapers.
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Globe and Mail and
| Toronto Star obituaries for
1999 to April 2000.

A fairly new site
called Our Future, Our
Past: The Alberta
Heritage Digitization
Project, at www.
OurFutureOurPast.ca,
contains lots of wonder-
ful sources for Alberta
history, including digi-
tized historical newspa-
pers. The goal is to have
all Alberta newspapers
included in the collection,
but it’s not clear how far
advanced they are in
| meeting that goal. The
newspapers have not
been scanned with OCR
technology, so you can’t
search for specific words.
You have to read the
pages one by one. But if
you have a date and loca-
tion in mind for an obitu-
ary or news article, this
site will help you find the
article you need.

Many local genealogy soci-
eties, public libraries and other
organizations have transcribed or
indexed old newspapers for their
area. To find out what’s available
for your area of interest, check
the GenWeb site for the relevant
region/county and Library and
Archives Canada’s “Checklist of
Indexes to Canadian Newspapers
Held by Library and Archives
Canada” at wwuw.collections
canada.gc.ca/8/12/.
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LAND GRANTS
If your ancestor was a pioneer,
you may want to investigate the
possibility that he (occasionally
she) received a grant of land from
the government. Land grants
were available at different times,
in different places across Canada.
For example, United Empire
Loyalists were offered land grants
in the late 1700s in Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, Quebec and
Ontario, while settlers in
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia were
offered grants well into the 1900s.
Several online databases provide
key information to help you
locate these grants.

The website of the Provincial
Archives of New Brunswick,
http://archives.gnb.ca
/Archives/, has two
helpful databases: one
for petitions (requests)
for land (1783-1918)
and one for the actual o
land grants (1784-
1997). In both cases, the
database provides only =
an index to the records. v &
To get copies of the w
actual documents, you |
must visit or write to 4
the PANB. gL

The Nova Scotia
Records and Archives
Management website,
at www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/,

ed in the provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta and the
railway belt of British Columbia.
In order to get the patent, set-
tlers had to prove that they had
completed all the required duties,
which included clearing and/or
cultivating a certain amount of
land and erecting a house. In
western Canada, the applications
that provide proof of these activi-
ties are found in “homestead”
files. An index to these files for
the province of Saskatchewan has
been created by the Saskatchewan
Genealogical Society. It can be
found at the Saskatchewan
Homestead Index, www.sask
homesteads.com, and covers the
years 1872-1930. If you find a
record that interests you, you can

i
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http:/fwww.thatsmyfamily.ca.

Another database that may be
useful, although not referring to
land grants per se, is the CPR
land sales database provided by
the Glenbow Archives,
ww2.glenbow.org/search/archives
CPRSearch.aspx. This database
provides details of agricultural
land sales by the Canadian Pacific
Railway to settlers in Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta from
1881 to 1927.

GRAVESTONE INSCRIPTIONS
Numerous Canadian websites
offer transcriptions of gravestone
inscriptions, or “pointer” data-
bases to printed transcripts. Here
are just a few of the larger sites:
The Provincial Archives of
New Brunswick has a
cemeteries database at
http://archives.gnb.ca/
APPS/NBCemeteries
/?culture=en-CA,
which includes the

T

names of the

m i deceased, their birth
and death dates, and
the cemetery in which
they were buried. In
some cases, ages and
places of birth and
death are included.
The database current-
ly includes burials
from more than 900
cemeteries across the

provides a database of
abstracts of land peti-
tions for the period
1769-99 and Cape
Breton Island, 1787-
1843.

At the Canadian Genealogy
Centre, www.genealogy.gc.ca, you'll
find two relevant databases:
Lower Canada Land Petitions,
1764-1841, and Western Land
Grants, 1870-1930. The first pro-
vides an index to requests for
grants or leases of crown land in
Quebec (and some for Ontario
before 1791) in some cases includ-
ing the actual images of the peti-
tions and supporting documenta-
tion (which may indicate whether
the petition was granted or not).
The second provides an index to
land patents (a type of deed
issued by the government) grant-
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This patent was issued to Albert Thomas Hamblin by the govern-
ment of Canada on 9 March 1901. It was found using the Canadian
Genealogy Centre’s Western Land Grants database.

use the file number to order
copies from the Saskatchewan
Archives Board for a fee of $0.50
CDN per page plus shipping.

The provincial archives of
Quebec, BAnQ for short, has a
database of rather unique land
grant records: An index to appli-
cations for free land grants issued
to Quebec families with 12 chil-
dren or more in the period
between 1890-1905. Nearly 5,000
families were approved for these
grants. This, and many other
Canadian records databases
(including several described
above), can be found at

province.
Newfoundland’s
Grand Banks
Genealogical &
Historical Data web-
site (a volunteer-run
site with a wealth of
Newfoundland resources), at
http://ngb.chebucto.org, includes
full text transcriptions of burials
in 893 cemeteries across
Newfoundland and Labrador.
The following three “pointer”
databases include just the names
of the deceased and the cemeter-
ies in which they are buried — so
you can follow up by purchasing
a copy of the printed transcrip-
tion for the relevant cemetery:
The Ontario Cemetery
Finding Aid, at www.islandnet
.com/ocfa/, provides references to
more than two million gravestone
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ADDITIONAL USEFUL WEBSITES
Many more records are available online than I can cover in a single article. So to help you
locate further sources, here are the URLs for the major links sites and each of the federal
and provincial archives sites:

Canada Genweb Project  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canwgw/
Canadian Genealogy and History Links e http://wwuw.islandnet.com/~jveinot/cghl/cghl. html
CanGenealogy.com « www.cangenealogy.com/

Canada (federal) » www.genealogy.gc.ca
Nova Scotia ¢ www.gov.ns.ca/nsarm/

New Brunswick e http://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/

Prince Edward Island e www.edu.pe.ca/paro/
Newfoundland and Labrador  http://www.therooms.ca/
Quebec (French) « www.ang.gouv.qc.ca
Ontario ¢ www.archives.gov.on.ca
Manitoba ¢ www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/
Saskatchewan e www.saskarchives.com
Alberta » www.cd.gov.ab.ca/

British Columbia ¢ www.bcarchives.gov.be.ca

Northwest Territories o http://pwnhc.learnnet.nt.ca/programs/archive.htm
Yukon Territory e www.tc.gov.yk.ca/archives/family-genealogy/

inscriptions for cemeteries across
Ontario.

The British Columbia
Cemetery Finding Aid, at
www.islandnet.com/becfa/, includes
references to more than 344,000
burials across the province of
British Columbia.

The Alberta Family History
Society’s Cemetery Transcriptions
Database, at www.afhs.ab.ca/data
Jcemeteries/, includes entries for
more than 145,000 burials, mostly
from cemeteries in or near Calgary.

Also, Interment.net has links
to many online cemetery
transcriptions from across the
country.

CHURCH RECORDS

Canadian church records are not
widely available online. How
ever, there are a few notable proj-
ects. The largest one is very recent.
It is Ancestry.ca’s database of
Quebec church records that were
submitted to the Quebec govern-
ment in place of civil registration.
Until recently the church registers
were the official records of birth,
marriage and death in the
province. This is a gigantic collec-
tion, mostly Roman Catholic, but
also including a few Protestant
churches, from the early 1600s to
the mid-1900s. In all, there are
approximately 37 million names in
these records, 29 million of which
have been indexed so far.

Another online database of
Quebec church records is called
Programme de recherche en démogra-
phie historiqgue (PRDH), at
http:/fwww.genealogy.umontreal
.ca/. The PRDH database provides
full details from virtually all the
pre-1800 Catholic church baptism,
marriage and burial records across
the province of Quebec (back to
1621), as well as detailed biograph-
ical information about each of the
roughly 4,500 original French
Catholic pioneers who left male
line descendants in the province.
Access to the basic information in
the database is free, but more com-
plete information is available by
subscription.

Abstracts of registers from a
large portion of pre-1900 churches
in Newfoundland and Labrador
can be found on Newfoundland’s
Grand Banks website, http://ngb.
chebucto.org/Parish/. These include
baptisms, marriages and burials
from all religious denominations.

Prince Edward Island’s Public
Archives and Record Office has an
online Baptismal Index, at
www.gov.pe.ca/cca/baptismal/, that
includes abstracts from all the sur-
viving church registers for the
period 1777 to 1886, approximately
92,000 records in all. The index
provides the child’s name, birth
date and place and baptism date
and place, father’s name and
mother’s name.
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People with early Methodist
ancestors in Ontario will thank Ida
Reed, who single-handedly
indexed more than 100,000 bap-
tism records in the Wesleyan
Methodist Baptism Register. This
register (in several volumes) cov-
ers the entire province, and a few
churches in Manitoba and Quebec,
for approximately the period 1833-
1902. It can be found at http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.
ancestry.com/~wjmartin/wesleyan.htm.
It is not searchable, but is sorted
alphabetically, so it’s easy to check
for the surname that interests you.

Another one-person project,
called Early Ontario Records, is
run by William Martin, who has
transcribed many early Ontario
church records that were pub-
lished in the Papers and Records
of the Ontario Historical Society.
They can be found at http://my.
tbaytel.net/bmartin/earlyont.htm.

With this wealth of informa-
tion and records available online,
there really is no excuse for delay-
ing your search for your Canadian
ancestors!

Janice Nickerson is a professional
genealogist based in Toronto,
Canada. Her website is www.upper
canadagenealogy.com
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DIANE L. RICHARD EXPLAINS WHY WIKIS ARE VITAL TO YOUR FAMILY HISTORY

What’s With All the Fuss
About Wikis?

BY NOW, MANY OF you are proba-
bly familiar with Wikipedia,
www.wikipedia.org. As stated on
their website, “Wikipedia is a
multilingual, web-based, free con-
tent encyclopedia project. The
name Wikipedia is a portmanteau
of the words wiki (a type of col-
laborative website) and encyclope-
dia. Wikipedia’s articles provide
links to guide the user to related
pages with additional informa-
tion.” This means that if you have
visited Wikipedia, you are
already familiar with a wiki.

You might be asking yourself,
what is so special about wikis
and why should someone doing
genealogy or family history care?

First, if you are anything like
me, you might find that when
you start an Internet search on a
new idea, place or event, you fre-
quently end up at Wikipedia or
on another wiki. While I'm there,
I will often find either some infor-
mation about my topic or links to
where I will learn more, or realize
that I might have to work harder
to find the desired information.

Second, I typically like to
learn a little bit about a topic as I
am doing genealogy research. I
find it hard to work on a project
and come across an unfamiliar
reference without digging deeper,
such as a recently examined deed
that says something like “Water
Melon Run, part of the Welsh
Tract” (New Hanover County,
North Carolina).

(Unfortunately, this is a topic
where I had to go offline to really
learn more on the subject.) On the
otherhand, a related search for
Cape Fear (the North Carolina
location where many Scotch-Irish
and Scots settled) was successful.

Next, the collaborative ele-
ment of wikis can be a real bonus.
Instead of relying on one sup-
posed expert on a topic, or hav-
ing to run to the local library for a
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book, you are often “hearing”
from many interested parties,
sometimes with dissilimar infor-
mation. Often, they provide
enough information that you can
then validate what you have
read/learned.

Better yet, they have become
another outlet (in addition to
places like Ancestry.com/One
Family Tree, FamilySearch.org,
etc.) for individuals to post family
tree information in a fully view-
able format (in contrast to a GED-
CcoM, which typically needs to be
downloaded and viewed via soft-
ware on your computer). This has
encouraged more “publishing” of
family trees, thereby creating
more opportunities for connec-
tions to be made.

Last, most of the wikis are
multilingual; this can be a
tremendous benefit when trying
to cross borders or oceans to
research your ancestry.

Let’s briefly explore a few dif-
ferent types of wikis; some big
and some small, to give you a
sense of the breadth of what is
available online.

Wikia
http://www.wikia.com/wiki/Wikia
According to its website,”Wikia is
a community destination support-
ing the creation and development
of wiki communities on any topic
people are passionate about. We
currently support over 4,700 com-
munities in more than 70 lan-
guages. Part of the free culture
movement, Wikia content is
released under a free content
license and operates on the Open
Source MediaWiki software.”

Of special interest to Internet
genealogists will be FamilyPedia,
http://genealogy.wikia.com/wiki/Main
_Page. At the beginning of this
year, this particular wiki had
more than 19,000 articles!
However, many of the entries are
actually digital documents for
family trees — newspaper clip-
pings, census records, photos,
vital record registers and docu-
ments, etc. You will find entries
with titles like “Family History of
the Matthias Brimberry and Mary
Anderson Families” which is
actually a narrative about a fami-
ly or individual, and then these
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associated pieces: A Brief History
of New Sweden, The Brimberry
Surname, Holy Trinity (Old
Swedes) Church, The Brimberry
DNA Project, Swedish Naming
Practices, Ancestry of Mathias
Brimberry, 17th Century Sweden,
Ancestry of Mary Anderson,
Geography of New Sweden and
Lineages of Mathias & Mary
Brimberry’s Seven Sons.

Remember that a wiki is glob-
al. A search on “history” revealed
versions also in Polish, Russian,
Spanish and Korean!

I strongly suggest reading the
supporting information on the
Wikia site. I struggled with navi-
gating around it — the wikis are
organized under categories (e.g.,
genealogy is under hobbies),
though you can “search Wikia”
and that is probably the fastest
way to get around. It is interest-
ing and fun to browse new, active
and the largest wikis just to get a
sense of what people are interest-
ed in.

WeRelate
http:/fwww.werelate.org/wiki/Main_
Page

Claiming to be the world’s
largest, this genealogy wiki is in
partnership with the Allen
County Public Library in Fort
Wayne, Indiana and contains
pages for more than 1.5 million
people/families and is still grow-
ing. Its goal is to become the top
community website for genealo-
gy. As you may know, the Allen
County Public Library houses a
renowned genealogy collection
which includes more than 350,000
printed volumes and 513,000
items on microfilm and micro-
fiche.

By participating in this wiki,
one can upload GEDCOM files,
upload and annotate scanned
documents and photos, include
family stories and biographies,
and generate maps of your ances-
tor’s life events. In order to do
any of the above, you will need to
register. Browsing the wiki and
examining the content can be
done by anyone.

You can easily search wiki-
wide. Though a search for John
Morris of Wake County, North

Carolina was not successful, a
switch to “John Morris AND
Raleigh” gave four results. In this
case they were an unrelated mix
of entries that had the words
John, Morris and Raleigh which
were not interrelated.

Additionally, you can narrow
your focus to: articles, people and
families, images, places, sources,
surnames, given names and user
pages. This means there are lots
of ways to navigate.

You can also watch a “10-
minute helicopter tour” about the

have over 4,500 articles and hun-
dreds of contributors.”

Though you can search wiki
wide, there are six main cate-
gories of content: Natural
Sciences, Social Sciences,
Humanities, Arts, Applied Arts
and Sciences, and Recreation.
There is no subcategory for
genealogy, though a search on
genealogy brought up about 50
pages that include that term.

By the time you read this
article, the site will have had its
“Write-a-thon”. I anticipate that
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WeRelate’s wiki contains pages for more than 1.5 million people and counting.
Better yet, it’s free!

website. I found it annoying that
it doesn’t run continuously; at the
end of each piece you essentially
have to click to continue or to go
back. This is great when you are
treating it as a tutorial but a little
harder when you just want a
quick overview.

Citizendium
http://en.citizendium.org/wiki/Main_
Page

Another entry in the field of
wikis is this one started by Larry
Sanger, who was a co-founder of
Wikipedia, and now on his own.
It describes itself as a “citizens’
compendium of everything and is
an open wiki project aimed at cre-
ating an enormous, free, and reli-
able encyclopedia. The project
aims to improve on the Wikipedia
model by adding “gentle expert
oversight” and requiring contrib-
utors to use their real names. “We
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there is now a lot more content
than when I previewed it.

OTHER WIKIS

The list for genealogy and family
history-oriented wikis goes on.
Here are a couple of other wikis,
with a genealogy focus, that
deserve a brief mention and that
you might find interesting.

o WikiTree http://www.wikitree
.org/index.php?title=Main_Page
One of the main aims of the
WikiTree Project is to provide a
central place on the Internet for
kin information about all people
who have ever lived, automatical-
ly construct bloodline trees, and
watch the gradual emergence of
the global family forest of human-
ity. This project has a very inter-
national flavor and was started
by Tomas J. Fiilopp, aka
Vacilando from Slovakia.

www.internet-genealogy.com




e Rodovid, http://en.rodovid.org
[wk/Free_family_tree_portal
Rodovid is a free multilingual
family tree portal. Anyone can
access, edit and add to it.
Rodovid uses its own family tree
software to create cohesive family
trees. Rodovid’s
database of
genealogical records
exceeded 100,000 on
3 December 2007 and
has entries in 17 dif-
ferent languages.

e Encyclopedia of Genealogy,
http://www.eogen.com

This wiki was started by Dick
Eastman of Eastman’s Online
Genealogy Newsletter fame. “A
free-content encyclopedia created
by its readers, people like you.” The
Encyclopedia of Genealogy is avail-
able to everyone, free of charge.
Everyone can also contribute infor-
mation, again free of charge. If I
have a question about a genealogy
term, this is the place I go to first.
The source of the information is
listed and frequently there are links

to more detailed information.

And, similar to how blogs
have become more popular,
wikis, because of their relative
ease to set up, are now proliferat-
ing. Every day sees new wikis for
a particular surname, technology-

focused wikis (e.g., genetic
genealogy) and wikis that serve
as a help area, like the new
“FamilySearch Wiki”,
http://www.familysearchwiki.org.
This wiki, still in beta testing,
brings you research help from the
experts at the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City with
plans that soon anyone will be
able to contribute.

We continue to see an explo-
sion of what is available to assist
the Internet genealogist in their
quest.

Wikis typically can aid your
research in two major ways —
wikis serve as an online encyclo-
pedia to inform you of historical
events or places important to
your ancestors, or wikis allow
you to collaborate with other
researchers who have posted fam-
ily information and/or trees.
And, a nice element of many of
the wikis listed here is that they
are for genealogists; this saves
you from trying to determine the
relevancy of the information!

Diane L. Richard has been doing
genealogy research for 20+ years.
These days, instead of running to
her bookshelf and grabbing an
encyclopedia, Diane checks out the
online wikis to get a quick
overview about new topics! She
currently does professional
research in NC and can be found
online at www.mosaicrpm
.com/Genealogy.
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TONY BANDY EXPLORES A NEW TOOL THAT HELPS YOU ORGANIZE YOUR ONLINE RESEARCH

Say Goodbye to
Cyberspace Clutter!

As ANY GENEALOGIST will tell you,
research involves lots of notes,
stacks of books and reams of other
documents and information.
Online research is no different, just
instead of physical items, you
have electronic bits and bytes scat-

ProCite, with the new technology
based on an “extension” of the
Firefox web browser software,
available from http://www.mozilla
.com/en-US/ . With the ability to
automatically save the variety of

file types available on the Internet,

¢ Create a new note

The researcher also has the
ability to create tags for items,
export the current library for back-
up purposes, search something
already saved or even create a bib-
liography in the format of your

tered all over your vir-
tual desktop. If we add
to that all of the pic-
tures, notes, word pro-
cessing files and web-
sites that we use on a
daily basis, an unman-
ageable mountain of ;
information is the B
result. So how does one
keep things from get-
ting out of control?

How do you manage T

your documentation
and not lose all of your
research time? Enter
Zotero!

Zotero

choosing. Another nice
option is the interface
with common office
software, such as
OpenOffice and
Microsoft Word.

FUTURE PLANS AND
MORE INFORMATION
The developers and
team members of
Zotero have many
updates and changes
planned for future ver-
sions. A few of these
include:

¢ The ability to use

Not just another
piece of software,
Zotero, http:/fwww
.zotero.org/, is a neat and easily
used program for the everyday
researcher and genealogist.
Developed by the team at the
Center for History and New
Media at George Mason
University, their goal was to
“...build a ubiquitous tool that
could store all items and informa-
tion in a single, comprehensive
working space.” The problems the
Zotero development team sought
to address were that, while there
was software available, as well as
multiple places to store online
records, there existed no one sin-
gle piece of software that could
manage both basic research needs,
and the many of types of informa-
tion found on the Internet.

Zotero is a step beyond simi-
lar software. Zotero, a name based
on an Albanian word meaning to
“learn and master (or acquire)”,
blends the best of regular citation
tools, such as EndNote and

The Zotero site includes tutorials and tips for using the software.

such as .PDF files, presentations
and pictures, Zotero has proved
popular. The program has an esti-
mated 100,000 users and counting!

USING ZOTERO

When you launch your web
browser, the Zotero icon appears
on the status bar, ready for use.
This icon, as well as the position
of Zotero itself, can be modified in
the preferences for the software.
As you do you research and come
across something you want to use,
you can either right click a link on
the page or launch the software,
which then opens up the main
interface. At the top of the work-
ing space are the options you can
then choose. Some of these
include:

e Adding new items from the cur-
rent page

e Save a link to the current page

e Take a “snapshot” of the current

page
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your Zotero library
across different com-
puters (server syn-
chronization)

e Sharing of your personal Zotero
library with others

* Working with the Internet
Archive, http://www.archive.org/
index.php

CONCLUSIONS

The more I use this tool, the more
I like it. It’s easy to use, fast and
flexible. Get more work done
faster. Spend less time trying to
figure out your computer!

Freelance writer, librarian, and
historian, Tony Bandy loves
researching forgotten topics!
Find out more at his blog: http://
history.writingwithtony.com
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DAVID A. NORRIS SHOWS YOU HOW TO FIND COUNTY RECORDS ON THE ‘NET

Virtual Courthouse:
County Records Online

WORKING AT A COUNTY level in
genealogy usually brings to mind
skimming through county history
and genealogy books or genealogi-
cal society journals in the library,
or browsing websites such as
those at the US Genweb Project.
In-depth research often
requires a visit in person
to a distant courthouse.
But, more and more these
days, county governments
are placing their often-
requested public records
online. Facsimiles of
deeds; dates of births,
deaths, marriages and
military discharges; links
to historical information;
and detailed maps and
aerial views of “your”
counties may be waiting
for you.

While these records
are mainly intended for
real estate, tax and busi-
ness purposes, a small but
growing number of online
county government data-
bases offer useful infor-
mation for the genealo-
gist. I have found facsimi-
les of 19th and early 20th
century deeds belonging
to my family and, if
you're lucky, you may
find even older docu-
ments.

According to the
National Association of
Counties, there are 3,033
counties in the US. This
includes Alaska, which calls its
county equivalent a “borough”,
and Louisiana, which is divided
into parishes instead of counties.
There are also 33 blended city-
county governments and a num-
ber of independent cities and
towns. Rhode Island and
Connecticut have no county gov-
ernments; local affairs are con-
ducted through city and town
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governments.
US county governments were

based on English models. England

was divided into units called
shires, which were ruled by
Anglo-Saxon earls, until the
Norman Conquest in 1066. The

The courthouse of New Hanover County, North Carolina.
Some courthouse records are starting to move into cyber-
space, sparing genealogists from having to visit courthouses
in person or send queries by mail.

Normans officially called shires
counties, after the French equiva-
lent. The title of earl remained in
use, but the wives of earls were
from then on called countesses.

FINDING COUNTY WEBSITES
Finding official county websites
can be as simple as a Google
search. Adding key words such as
“government”, “deeds”, “clerk”

and the name of the state, will cut
down on the “background noise”,
or false hits that your search will
generate. A Wikipedia entry on a
county often contains a link to a
local government web page.

You can also find links through
websites such as the
National Association of
Counties at http://
www.naco.org. The Free
Public Records Directory
at http://publicrecords.onli-
nesearches.com has lists of
statewide resources by
state, or you can search for
records from a particular
county from a drop-down
menu. Cyndi’s List has a
useful category under “US
— Courthouses” at
http:/fwww.cyndislist.
com/courthouses.htm.

One of my favorites is
USA.gov’s “American
Hometowns — Cities,
Counties and Towns” at
http:/fwww.usa.gov/
Agencies/Local_Government/
Cities.shtml. There are
links to pages for the
states of the Union, which
have lists of county as
well as municipal web-
sites.

About three-fourths of
US counties have fewer
than 50,000 people.
Generally, affluent or
heavily populated coun-
ties are going to offer
more online information
for the genealogist.

Deeds are typically recorded,
and copies of them are main-
tained, at a county courthouse.
The official in charge might be
known as the register of deeds,
county recorder or by a similar
title. Their holdings can include
other land transactions as well,
such as granting easements, or
rights of way, to railroads or elec-
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Finding County Records Online

trical companies through your
ancestors’ property.

Usually, searches are done by
grantor (seller) or grantee (buyer
or recipient), and you may need to
stop and select “individual”, “cor-
poration” or “both”. Depending

prised to find that some counties
even have the dates of their births,
deaths and marriages listed
online. For instance, South
Carolina’s Charleston County
Probate Court lets you search for
marriages performed there since

to 1754.

In many localities, older deeds
may have been transferred to a
state archive. A list of state archive
sites may be found at the Council
of State Archivists site: http://www
.statearchivists.org/states.htm.

on how the search
page is set up, you
might be able to speci-
fy the same surname
as grantor and
grantee, to check for
land transfers
between members of
your family.

If deed books
have been scanned
but are not indexed
by name or date, you
still may be able to
find them by book
and page number.
Some counties have a
separate deed index
online, where you can
find the book and
page numbers, and
then enter them in a
search that will bring
up a facsimile of the
document. This can be
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Above: The government web page of Hastings County, Ontario has
links and addresses for local historical and genealogical societies and
museums. Below: The Registry of Deeds of the Southern Essex District

TAx MAPs
County tax depart-
ments often have
online tax maps. For
many counties, you
can look up each par-
cel of property.
Sometimes, there is
information such as
the type of buildings,
square footage and
date of construction of
buildings on the prop-
erty. Generally, these
sites provide current
information of public
record, but occasional-
ly they might include
the names of the last
few owners and the
dates the property
was sold.

You might be able
to look up a parcel of

tricky. “Book A, page
3” might not be a
valid search. Some
search engines
require, for example,
four characters, so
you might have to
search “book 000A, =R
page 0003” to get a
hit. It may take a few
tries to format your
query to fit the search
engine. =

If deeds and relat-
ed papers are avail-
able online, most
often they will date
back only two or three
decades. But, you
may find some sur-
prises. The Southern
Essex Registry of Deeds of Essex
County,Massachusetts, has a col-
lection of deed books dated from
1641 to 1709 at http://www.salem
deeds.com/historic.asp. You can
browse the images by book and
page number, although so far they
are not indexed here.

I have been pleasantly sur-

of Massachusetts has scanned deed books dating from 1641 to 1709.

Negihe of Dyndy

[ Y =T

Document images by Book and Page (Archived
Books 1-38)

Hols Thi inokg el degea y B Fodorrsl Becord lecin ewkng
wilh Bocs 1, TUCTUTE ] Bedagh Donk 501 500N R

Reslceation Project

=

land by current owner
or location, or zero in
with a mapping tool
that offers a satellite
view or a hybrid aeri-
al photo with overlays
of streets.

NEw York CITy
RECORDS ONLINE

The genealogist will
generally find more
records at a county
level, but large cities
in particular may also
have some very help-
ful information. The
New York City
Department of
Records and

1879: http://www3.charlestoncounty
.org/surfer/group2 ?ref=Marriage.
Their online information for each
marriage includes the names of

the bride and groom, and the date.

Cumberland County, North
Carolina, http://www.ccrodinternet.
org/, has online deed indexes, and
scanned deed images, dating back
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Information Services,
at http://home.nyc.gov/html/records/
home.html, offers many kinds of
material to the genealogist.

One of New York City’s most
interesting collections is their file
of tax photographs. Every build-
ing in all five boroughs of New
York City was photographed in a
project lasting from 1939 to 1941.

www.internet-genealogy.com



The 720,000 nitrate negatives,
which were deteriorating when
the Municipal Archives acquired
them in the 1980s, have been
copied to preserve the images.
Copies of these can be ordered at
a cost of $35 for an 8-by-10 inch
print, or $50 for an 11-by-14 inch
print, plus $4 shipping and han-
dling (up to 6 prints). There is an
extra charge of $5 per address if
the 1941 block and lot number
aren’t included. The current
block and lot numbers may have
changed since then. Visitors to
the Municipal Archives can con-
sult city maps to find the correct
block and lot number of a partic-
ular building. At the Archives,
visitors can also view the tax
photos on microfilm, although
these do not usually yield accept-
able copies.

The Municipal Archives also
holds for the five boroughs of
New York City, birth records
before 1910, marriage records

before 1930 and death records
prior to 1949. A complete listing
of their holdings can be found at
http://home.nyc.gov/html/records/
html/vitalrecords/holdings.shtml. Be
aware that there are some gaps in
the earlier range of records.
Copies of birth, marriage and
death certificates can be provided
for $15. The fee covers a search of
one name, in one borough, in one
year, plus a certified copy of the
document or a statement of “not
found”. Visitors to New York
City can search these records on
microfilm at the Archives.

Even if “your” county’s
records aren’t online, though, a
visit to their website may be very
useful. To start with, there might
be a history of the county, and
perhaps maps and photos of his-
torical interest. Frequently, you'll
find links to local historical and
genealogical societies, libraries
(which may have genealogical
information online) and muse-

ums. There may also be instruc-
tions and pricing for obtaining
copies of deeds, marriage licenses
and birth or death records by
mail. As more and more records
appear online, check back to the
websites of the counties you're
researching to see if more records
have been added.

David A. Norris is a regular
contributor to Internet Genealogy,
Family Chronicle and Discovering
Family History magazine.
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LESLIE ALBRECHT HUBER FINDS CONNECTIONS TO THE PRESENT THROUGH THE PAST
Genealogy Worlid!

GENEALOGY HAS A way of bringing
people together. It does this for
families, of course. But, the con-
nections that grow from genealogy
research aren’t based only on
genes. Genealogy somehow short-
ens the distances between places
— uniting diverse people with
seemingly nothing in common
and making the whole world
smaller.

In the summer of 1998, I trav-
eled to Mecklenburg
in northern Germany
to work as an intern at
the Neubrandenburg
city archive. I chose
this location because it
was near where my
family had lived for
hundreds of years,
until they left for the
US in 1880.

I had a fabulous
summer. But one
experience in particu-
lar affected me. One
morning, I visited
Nevern — the village
that had been my family’s home
for generations. There, I knocked
on the door of an older couple
who I had been told knew all
about the history of Nevern. After
talking for a while, the husband
offered to drive me the two miles
to Goldebee — the town where
my last family in Germany had
married and christened their old-
est son.

When we reached the town,
we knocked on the door of the
mayor (at least as I remembered
it). He produced the key to the
church and walked with us across
the street. Inside the church my
ancestors had once attended, my
emotions overwhelmed me. I
looked up to see the mayor also
had tears running down his
cheeks. He told me, “Now you
have seen where your family
lived. You have some understand-
ing of their lives. You must go

home and teach your children —
tell them all so your family will
never be forgotten again.”

His words have stayed with
me since that day. I decided then
that I would write and teach about
what our ancestors’ lives were like
so they wouldn’t be forgotten.

Several years later, I wrote an
essay about the experience entitled
“A Visit to Goldebee”. In 2006, I
entered it in a family history writ-
ing contest, where it won first
place. When I launched my web-
site, www.understandingyour
ancestors.com, I included the essay
in my list of publications.

Then in February 2007, I
received an e-mail with the sub-
ject, “A Visit to Goldebee”. I was
instantly intrigued. The message,
from a man named Holger
Heinrich, said that he had come
across my website and noticed the
essay on my list of publications.
He wanted to know my connec-
tion to the village. When I
explained that Goldebee was my
ancestors’ home, Holger respond-
ed, “I'm very interested about
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your essay, please send more
information. There is so much to
talk about...”.

In the next few days, the e-
mails flew between us (all in
English — luckily his English was
better than my rusty German!). It
turned out that Holger was the
community historian. He sent me
a link to his website, www
.goldebee.com, which had infor-
mation on the history of many of
the villages in the area. He also

attached old postcards with
photos showing the commu-
nities soon after the time
my family left.

Perhaps the most sig-
nificant e-mail came after
Holger had read my essay.
He wrote back, “I enjoyed
reading your story so
much. But, there is a little
mistake. The man in
Goldebee (you call him
“mayor”) was Mr. Werner
Burmeister. Burmeister is
an old family name, but he

is not the mayor (Biirger-
meister). Mr. Burmeister is the
sacristan of the Goldebee church. I
know him very well.”

Ten years before, I had visited
this little church and met someone
briefly whose name I couldn’t
remember, but who had said
something that affected my life.
Genealogy research had caused
our paths to cross originally. Now,
it had caused our paths to cross
again — through Holger, who had
contacted me because of the title
of an essay on a website. A tie has
been formed because of what we
share — our connection to a vil-
lage we all call home in some way.

The world is a small place,
isn’t it?

www.internet-genealogy.com
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