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The Indian Frontier of the American West 1846-1890- AlbuqUerque: University
of New Mexico, 1984 Rol::;ert M. Utley 970.1 Ut4i
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lands. killins at least jO.OOO natives between IS49 and ISj2.
Wl.en. in other rezions. Indians refused to sell, the resulting- -wars ended inevitably with beaten Indians being forcibly
dispossessed and driven onto reservations.

By lS90, the West was dotted with these last holdings of
the First Americans. Present-day Oklahoma was filled not
only with the tribes that had been removed there from the
Southeast in the 1830's, but with survivors of groups that
had ended up there. voluntarily or by force. from original
homelands from New York to Oregon. Elsewhere. reserva­
tions changed in size and shape from time to time. Pressure
to ""j pe out the reservations never ceased. U nde r the Dawes
St.;\er;.l!ty Act of 1887. Congress hoped to hasten Iridian as­
simibtion bv allotting: natives individual farms and selling
leftover reservation l;nd to whites. The policy' failed. but ~
Cost the Indians 90.000.000 more acres. Today. most tribes
jealDusly guard the land still left to them,
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Division of the Plains Indians according to LaniWlKe Gl'OlItl,

Kitunahan

Shapwailutan Shahaptian
Salish

...~
~
~W1

§OTOMl-\.'I

CJ Q{IBCH.-\:'I

DARAWAK.-\N

o lANCUACESUNKNOWN OR
NO ONE FAMILY DOMINANT

.ANCUACE FAMIUES. rlfter Driverand Massey.

;~e North Amc7ican Indian
!:ldman. ··lolly Braun

Language
Group

Sioux

Kiowa
Caddo

Algonquin

Athapascan

Uto-Aztec

Subgroup

Dakota-Assiniboin

Dhegiha

Chiwere

Winnebago
Mandan
Hidatsa

Cheyenne
Arapaho

Blackfeett

Chippewa
Cree
Lipan Apache

Tsartine
Shoshone

Tribes

Assiniboin
Dakota
-Teton

Oglala
Hunkpapa
Brutt
Sans-Ares
Black/edt
Two KettUs

• Sisseton
• Wahpeton
- Yankton
- Santee
- Mdewakanton
• Wahpekute
Omaha
Osage
Ponca
Quapaw
Kansa
Iowa
Oto
Missouri
Winnebago
Mandan
Hidatsa
Crow
Kiowa
Caddo
Pawnee
Wichita
Arikara
Cheyenne
Arapaho
Atsina
Siksika
Blood
Piegan
Plains Chippewa
Plains Cree
Kiowa Apache
Jicarilla Apache"
Mescalero Apache·
Sarsi
Wind River Shoshone
Ute"
Comanche
Bannock·
Nez Perce
Spokan "
Kalispel"
Skitswich"
Flatheads"
Kulenai"

• These tribes Jived on the edge oithe great prairies and were
only partially regarded as Plains Indians.

~ The Blackfeet Dakota should not be confused with the
Blackfeet Algoncuin. They belonged to entireiy riifferent
lanzuage gTOUpS altozerher.

Peoples and Customs of the World
North Ameri ca
Or. Herman \~outers



nClt:iua qmarican~:Ganaral

Do you know the name
of the tribe?

Yes
Is it Cherokee,
Chickasaw, Creek
Choctaw, or
Seminole?

See Pathfinder..
Yes~ Natiwl Americans:

Western Cherokee

Do you know the state or
spefic region of residence?

No

No

•
Yes

t
Usemaps to determinethe
likely tribal affiliation.
See FrancisPaul Pruchs; Atlas af
AmericanIndian Tribes
(FriL book 970. 1 P95aa) for
mapsof tribes.

No

•Search the following sources:

- U.S. federal censuses for 1920, 1910, and 1900

- Tribal censuses

-Annuities

- Allotments

-Heirshp:;

- Churr:i! recotds

- Landreccrds

- Sc.'locJ records
Yes

•
o you know the general region
f residence?

, - Histories
Dakotas McLaughlin Collection (i·iajor JamesY'

Computer ~ 0213071
* Great Lakes Brant Papers (Joseph)

Fi~~ 889137 ~~ 889144
* Trans-Appalachia Draper Ccllection (Lyman Copeland)

computer # 0254597

* Prarie Duchene Tecumseh Papers. 1768-1823 (Shawnee QUef)
film 889237 & 889238

* All part of the Draper
Collection computer #

0254597

8/10/92

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
These films are available at the BYU FHL.



nClti"Ua qmariCC1n~: toa5tarn Charolia~>

ChicIiCl5C1GC, ChoCtClGC, Craali, Saminola
These five "civilized tribes" were forced to settle in Indian Territory, now part
of the state of Oklahoma Many records exist for these tribes.

Was your ancestor a Creek,
Cherokee, Choctaw,
Chickasaw, or Seminole?

Was your Cherokee
ancestor from AL,
GA, KY, NC, SC,
or TN?

See Pathfinder CIt
~ Native Americans: Eastern

Cherokee

~

Yes

I
Yes

~
Was your ancestor "Eastern Cherokee"?

• Drennen Payment Roll of 1851 (PrfL film 830,445). For
Cherokees.

Notsure\
• Dawes Commission Rolls (see the halfsheet handout)

1
Search the following sources:

I
No
T

See Pathfinder ...
Native Americans: General

:i Settlers Roll of 1851 (HL film 830,445). For
Cherokees.

• Emmett M. Starr, Old Cherckee Families
printed version (PriL beck 974.3 C424se or
tche 6088298); manuscripts (FHL films 1,421,497­
500); pUblished notes (PriL beck 970.1 C424seb)

• Grant Forman Collection, for Oklahoma (listed
in the cataicg order ) see other side ...

• Indian Pioneer Collection, for Oklahoma (listed
in the catalog under )

Computer # 0545067
• White River Historical Journal (FHL book __

• Watts Cotlection (found under in the catalog)
film 1320994 Item 10

• Chickamauga Cherckee Tribal Records (FHL film_---'
films 1597951-1597956

• BaldKn~ (FHL ???) Balt Knobters by Mary Hartm3n & E1lro Ingenthron
977 .879 H2h

• Moravian Church records. land, newspaper, and military records
cOmputer # 0073169

r:arl John Fliegel, index to the Records of the Moravian Mission
r.ong the Indians ofNorth America, 4 vols. (FHL beck 0970.1 F642i.)

af7192



nC1th')a qmariCC1n~:EC1~tarnCharoliaa
Many of the Cherokee tribe did not settle in Indian Territory (Oklahoma). These are
the Eastern Cherokee and many records exist for them.

Jerry Wright Jordan, camp. Cherokee by BIocd:
Records of EastemCherokee Ancestryin tile U.s.
CaurtofClaims, 1906-1910. 7vals. (FHLbook
Ref970.3 C424j.) This isa partial indexto the Guion

MillerRalls.

Eastem Band of Cherokees of NorthCarolina (PriL film
1,009,060, item S.)

- Siler, David IN. TheEastem Cherokees: A Census of tile
Cherokee NationofNC. TN. AL, andGAin 1851.
(PriL book 970.3C4?4sd.)

- EastemCherokeeIndian Reservation Rolls, 1848-1970
(FHL Iilm847,743, item2.)

I ndexto PaymentRolland Census RailofOldSettler
Cherokee. 1895-1896. 1896 index(FHL film 830,419).
1895census(FHLfilm830,420).

- 1835 CensusRoO (Henderson RoO) of tile Cherokee
(PriL films 833.322 or 847, 743.)

-

Yes

/

Search the following sources:
_ Yes ~ - GuionMillerRalls(see the half-sheet handcut forinstructiol

/-NJ
Sure

l
ancestor from AL,
GA, KY, NC, SC,
orTN?

N~
Sure,

See Francis Paul Prucha. Atlas of
American Indian Tribes
(FriL book 970.1 P95aa) for
maps of tribes.

Was your ancestor an
"Eastern Cherokee"?

I
No,

See Pathfinder r Was your Cherokee.. ~-
Native Americans:
Western Cherokee

Crumpton, BarbaraJ., trans. 1851 Chapman RoJIof the
Eastem Che«:kee. (FHL back 970.3 C424dx.)

- Baker, Jack D., trans. Cherokee Emigration Ralls, 1817­
1835. (FHLbook 970.3 C424be.)

';<F6rrnore·s6urCesforthe·Easterii;~.··.';F,;
..·.I¢~erOkeechetktile~tlbject seCtlOllof?'

;~~~e¥~~j~~~~~>·;'·.i,:'.·.'••'.,/'ii
·'.'-Ihdiansof NorthAmerica-[Stater< ..,.,.....
";Or check the locality section under.: .•... "i
:t~?ta~E31~~~ti~:rfce~ , ·.• ,···,· ..•••.·.{f.;; •.
>.For more information on this subject see Gaston "
)'L~on~~e Enrollment Reeordsqf the Eii.stem\Fi:;

.·, ••Band.of Cherokee Indians: The North Carolina;;;..'
• Historical Review 17;(Jury 1940): 100:.231{FHL.:.

book 975.6 Ei2h.} ...•..' . '. •
."';":;\::\::'?='\:N{{(:\:<}::;

Crumpton, BarbaraJ. 1884 HesterRollof the Eastern
Cherckee (FHL book970.3C424cb.) The Joseph
HesterReil of 1884 andindex ison FHL film 830,445

Muller; Roll of 1848 (FHLfilm ??)
Film 847743 Item 2

Graves, B.J. and Dianr;e D.Cherokee Roll: Indians by
Blood(FriL book 970.3 C424gb.) Taken itemFinal r.~iis
of Citizens and Freedmen of the PiVe Clvilized Tribes in
Indian Territory. Cherokee (FHL film830.229)

Blankenship, Bob Cherokee Poots f '1'1 .c!i BS~~
970.3 C424b and 970.3 C424bl

8n/92

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 99 .C5 B52x  	

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
This film is available at the BYU FHL.

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 99 .C5 B27  	

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 99 .C5 S49

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
This films is available at the BYU FHL.

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
This film is available at BYU FHL.

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 99 .C5 J63 1987 vol.1-9



Native American / American Indian Family History Research

1. Obtain information from family members.

2. Determine Tnbal affiliation:

\1IK 1<, \
, 17 ./ IIL •.

U L\'\L\

A Hall, G. K.; Biographical and Historical Index ofAmerican Indians &
Persons Involved in Indian Affairs. 8 vol. 1966 (CCF 0063092 (Film
#1636598-605) This set is arranged in one alphabetical sequence, including
the names of tribes that have lived in each state and names of individuals.

B. Hodge, Frederick Webb; Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico.
(970.1 Sm 69b #30 or Film 0934828 item 3-4 CCF 0029619) Tills book
lists the names ofNorth American Indian tribes (with cross-references for
variant spellings and other names for the same tribe) and gives a brief history
of each.

\\IlZ i""

«n .\ic,2,

C. Swanton, John R ; Indian Tribes ofNorth America (970.1 Sm 696" 145
CCF 0068353) Gives History, location, and population details for all
major tnbes. Arranged alphabetically by state and there under by tribal
name, with cross-references if a tribe resided in more thanone state.

\llk lie
r .) -I C.. " \
,_. , ' I -

_ D. Waldman, Carl; Atlas of the North American Indian, (970.1 W146 a CCF
- O</.F1'1'1"1 )
Also use local histories or statewide histories of Indian tribes.

3. Study the Historical Background ofthe Tribe.

History, kinships, naming customs, migrations, agency, church ...

4. Determine Agency ofBureau of Indians Affairs

Tribe

Sub Agency - local

B. 1. A Area Office

Commissioner - Washington D. C.

National Archive - Regional Branches

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
Social Sciences/Education Reference 
E 77 .W195 2000  	

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 77 .S94 1952

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
E 77 .H68 1965 vol.1-2

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
Oversize Quarto 
E 77 .X1 U494 vol.1-8
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THE CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE-­
A VITAL PART OF THE GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH PROBLEM

By

James R. Clark, Ph.D.

"WHAT ABOUT YOUR INDIAN ANCESTRY?" Reactions varied as this query was put
to American Indian college students recently at Brigham Young University. The American
Indian is represented on the campus by over 200 students from 60 tribes and blends, forming a
good cross-section of young Indian America.

Douglas Philbrick's face lit up as I put the question to him. His answer: "I have just
discovered a record of my ancestry in the historical archives of the State of South Dakota. A
Roman Catholic father made a record of my people, that is the Sioux of the Crow Creek and
Lower Brule Reservations."

Doug's discovery let him know that through his father, who was chairman of the Crow
Creek Sioux Tribal Council, he is related to practically every family presently on the Crow
Creek Reservation and through his mother to nearly every family on the Lower Brule
Reservation. Unfortunately, in published form these important Church records lack many of
the vital dates of births and marriages, om mission by the Father partly to assuage personal
feelings which might arise among descendents over different marriage customs among their
Sioux ancestors.

In contrast to Doug Philbrick's reaction, a cloud of unhappiness and regret came over the
face of John Rainer, son of the Chairman of the All-Pueblo Council in New Mexico and
prominent Taos Pueblo leader, when I inquired about his genealogical records.

"The records of our tribe were all kept by the Roman Catholic fathers from their first
contact with us. Unfortunately, they were stored in a building which was not fireproof and
when the building was destroyed by fire in the 1950's, my father tells me, our records all went
up in smoke. Now I don't know where to turn for accurate genealogical and historical
records."

These two current case studies point up only one of the many cultural and historical
factors peculiar to the field of American Indian genealogy. Generally speaking, the American
Indian kept what genealogy he did keep as an oral tradition. Written genealogical and historical
records, if there were to be any, therefore, became the province of either the various Churches
having contact with the Indian or the governmental agencies having legal responsibility for
them. Since these records are to be treated by other papers presented in this section of the
World Conference on Records they will receive only incidental treatment here as occasion
demands.



Both the accuracy of what was recorded in the written genealogical records of the
American Indian kept for him by other agencies and groups and the lacuna in these records
was definitely influenced by certain rather well-known cultural and historical factors which in
many ways are peculiar to the American Indian and tend to set American Indian genealogical
research apart from European and American genealogy in some rather striking ways.

The Genealogical Society of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (11 has put
the general problem of American Indian genealogy in these words:

The customs of the American Indians, which varied widely among the tribes, should also
be considered in genealogical research. The researcher should become familiar with the
customs of the tribe concerned.

Another consideration is the inconsistency of recorded names. Most government
representatives spelled Indian names as they thought they sounded, thereby resulting in
unique and diverse spellings.

A young American Indian couple are our next door neighbors in Provo, Utah. Jay's
reservation is in eastern Utah, a three-hour drive from his present home. Jeanie is from the
Hopi reservation in central Arizona. Before their marriage it would not have been too difficult
to identify Jeanie's name as one of an American Indian -- Eugenia Sekaquaptewa -', but would
one have recognized Jay Groves as a Ute Indian by his name? And what of Douglas Philbrirk
and John Rainer--who would recognize them as Sioux and Taos Pueblo, respectively, II
their anglicized names? And yet the stock-in-trade of the genealogist is names. What's In a
name and an identity?

If one is to talk seriously about the problems of American Indian genealogy and research
in their historical and cultural setting, perhaps one might be pardoned if he now asks what
seems to be a very routine and to some a redundant question. "Who is an American Indian?"

Dr. Brewton Berry (2), of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Ohio State
University recently (1968) completed a review of the literature on Indian Education for the
U.S. Office of Education. After reading and analyzing the content of over 1500 books, articles,
and theses and dissertations written about the American Indian, Dr. Berry posed the problem
of identifying the individual American Indian's past or present in these terms:

"Who is an Indian?" This is the first and most fundamental question in any discussion of
the American Indian, and is a surprisingly difficult one to answer. None of the nations of
this hemisphere has ever adopted an official definition, and in the United States the
criteria vary from one situation to another (Italics supplied). In order to qualify for
certain benefits one may have to prove that he has one-fourth or more "Indian blood,"
whereas in other circumstances individuals with as little as one two-hundred and
titty-sixth Indian ancestry have been legally accepted as Indians. . . .
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As a matter of fact, the Bureau of the Census has changed its definition from time to
t ime. In 1910 a special effort was made to enumerate all persons having any perceptible
amount of Indian ancestry. The probability is that many were classified as Indian (in the
1910 U.S. Census) who, in other years, had been classified as white. No special effort was
exerted in 1920, with the result that a decline in the Indian population wasreported. In
1960, a policy which might be described as "self-identification " was adop ted, and the
Indian population registered a phenomenal growth. . .

This repor t (of Dr. Berry) follows the Bureau of th e Census, rather than the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, in i ts definition of indian, and is not restricted, therefore , to those who
live on reservations, or whose namesare inscribed on tribal ro lls, or who enjoy the special
services of Federal Agencies.

Fro m t he above statement it wou ld seem th at th e answer to t he question, "Who is an
American Indian?" varies not on ly through historica l t ime but from nation to nation in the
Western Hemisphere and from department to department and agency to agency of the
government of the United States. And all of this principally because of cultural and historical
factors and circ umstances.

No less dependent on cultural and histo rical backgrounds ar e our efforts to associate a
particular individual with an Ind ian tribe and thus with tribal histo ry and genealogy, if th at
should m to be the desired approach . As will be illustrated later in thi s presenta t ion , th e
question of who is a Makah or a Crow Ind ian , or for that matter, who is a Sioux or a Ute or a
Hopi or a Taos Peublo is not as simple a probl em as it might appear on t he surface.

Ernest L. Wilkinso n {3l, whose law firm has rep resented more Ind ian tribes and whose
research staff has perhaps searched more histori cal and genea logical records on the Ind ians of
the United St ates than any other firm or orga nization, said of some results of the ir t h irteen
year search of the National Arch ives and other sources in the Ute Ind ian Case:

Prior to 1880, the incoming correspondence of the Indian office wasseparated according
to states. . . To connect a particular document with the Ute Indians it was necessary to
identify the writer as an agent of th e Ute agencies. It was often impossible to tell from
the salutation ofa letter whether or not it concerned the Utes.

But suppose one overcomes the problems posed or stated by Berry and by Wilk inson
through adopt ing the definit ion of an Ind ian seem ingly used in the 1960 US Census? This
would mean that an Indian is or was any individual who wished or wished to be iden tif ied as
an Indian and for w hich there is reasonab le proof of so me "Indian" ancestry. Strangely
enouqh, if one is to start Indian genealogica l research from the present and from living
"Indians" and work back historically an d genealogically this is a much more practical approach
to t he problem of " Indian" genea logy than to be too concerned with t he degree of "Indian
blood," given the intermixtu res from tr ibe to tribe and from "I ndia n" to " white" bo t h on the
Indian reservat ions and in the urban centers of the United States and Canada.
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A personal experience will perhaps provide an illustration of this point. Two years ago a
young lady from Canada, whom one might or might not have recognized as an "Indian" came
into my office at the Indian Institute at Brigham Young University. Her problem was one of
identity. She said, in essence, "Dr. Clark, will you please help me find out who I am? My
student friends at the University insist that I must have a tribal or band affiliation or
identification. In Canada where we live it hasn't made any difference whether or not I was an
"Indian." But my friends here insist that I must belong to an "Indian band" (or tribe) and
thereby be identified so that they will know who I am. Will you help me find out what band of
Canadian Indians I belong to, so that my friends will be happy and satisfied?"

The more one probes into the problems confronting the would be "American Indian"
genealogist the more one is impressed with the disconformity rather than with the confirmity
of Indian life and customs which might form the basis for methods of genealogical research. In
some senses, as we have seen, there is no such an identity as an "Indian." Often historians and
investigators have over-stated the cohesiveness of the American Indian and even of the
individual tribes. In some cases the tribe is not even a significant or viable organizational unit.

Relationships, which we in our European derived cultures have come to accept and know
to be fairly uniform and, therefore, sound basis for rules of genealogical research may pertain
seldom among members of the same American Indian tribe and may not pertain at all from
tribe to tribe. Harold E. Driver (4) in his widely accepted treatement of the INDIANS OF
NORTH AMERICA puts the problem of this disconformity in these words:

North American Indians exhibit an amazing variety of ways to acquire a mare, en
structurel forms of marriage such as polygamy, of incest taboos, of post-nuptial residence
customs, of parent-in-law relations, and of family structure. In fact, almost all of the
principal variants of these phenomena known to the entire world are found in North
American alone. In comparison, European marriage and family practices were almost
uniform. (Italics supplied) This wide range of variation indicates great historical depth as
well as meticulous adaptation to natural and cultural environments.

The history and culture of any number of American Indian tribes might be chosen to
illustrate Driver's summation. Time and space will permit me to use only two. One, the Makah
tribe, of the Pacific coast, may be representative of various other coast tribes even though
there is also great variation in that geographical area. The other, the Crow tribe of Montana,
although Siouan in origin, separated from other Siouan groups centuries ago, yet may still
represent characteristics of inland tribes.

A member of the Makah Tribal Council told me recently (1969), with considerable pride
in his voice, that it was his people who first greeted the white man on the west coast of
America at what is now Cape Flattery on the Olympic penninsula. He takes intense satisfaction
in being a descendant of some of the "Chiefs" of the Makah, a sea-faring tribe who braved the
storms of the Pacific to earn their livlihood from the sea. To Luke Markishtum his is a great
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and an illustrious heritage. Luke feels tht he is "pure" Indian and refers to traditions which
claim that the ancestors of his Makah people came to the Northwest, not across the Bering
Strait but from the south in America.

Closer study of the Makah, by Elizabeth Colson (5) in the period 1942-1952, shows the
Makah to be a racially and tribally heterogeneous group. A HUMAN RESOURCES SURVEY
(6) of the Makah reservation in 1964 conducted by the area office of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs in Everett, Washington confirms Colson's earlier findings on heterogeneity. In Table III
(p. 60) Colson lists the Tribal orgin of spouses of Makah Indians then (1941-42) living on the
reservation: Quileute (5). Clallam (11), Quinalt (4). Clayoquet (1). Nitinat (3). Lummi (3),
Cowichan (2). Other Salish (7), and Other tribal (5).

A tabulation of data as recorded on the interview schedules of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs study of the Makah Reservation in 1964 shows that heads of households reported to
interviewers the following tribal affiliations or "blood lines" of the members of their
households: Makah (393) (ranging from 1/16 4/4 Makah), Clallam (10). Tualip (1). Quinalt
(7), Chippewa (1). Blackfoot (1). "Canadian" (3), Sheshat (2), Colville (4). Quillayate (6).
Swenomish (6). Hoopa (2). Sequamish (1), Lummi (1). and Snohomish (13). In addition to
these origins the BIA study shows that out of 134 households 13 male Indians and 22 female
Indians living on the reservations were married at that time to non-Indian spouses, comprising
between 1/4 and 1/3 of all marriages on the reservation. Colson (5) maintains from her contact
on the reservation that the Makah themselves " ...are quite unaware of how complex their
background may be; for intermarriages with other Indian groups may have introduced an
increment of white blood about which the Makah themselves have no knowledge."

She states that although the Indian tribes with which the Makah have intermarried may
have been even more exposed to white contact, the Makah themselves have had such a long
exposure that intermixture may well have been going on for at least 150 years.

The Spanish made a settlement near Cape Flattery in 1792. Even before that date the
Makah had been making slaves of members of other Indian tribes. According to early Spanish
reports the Makah prostituted their slave women to ships crews from the beginning of contact
with the Europeans in 1790. Later there were numerous shipwrecks upon the coast and some
survivors lived for some months in the Makah villages and probably added new strains to the
Makah population. The Makah today ignore this earlier admixture when talking about their
ancestry. In the late eighteenth century, Chinese were imported as laborers to Vancouver
Island, and are said to have inter-married with the Nootka Indian. My informant from the
Makah tribe made particular mention of relationships and kinships with the Nootka Indians of
Vancouver Island but said nothing about possible oriental intermixtures or marriages. Colson
(5) reports that: "The Makah, however, do not accept an oriental strain in any member of the
tribe, nor do they consider that any member is of negro descent." (p. 57-58)

Writing of family or surnames as clues to origin and ancestry Colson (5) states of the
Makah:
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Sometimes the surnames and Christian names borne by individuals in a heterogen~us

population show the varied origins clearly and make it possible to assign with some
accuracy families and individuals to one of the original elements composing the
community. This is not true at Neah Bay. Of the forty-six surnames borne by members of
the Makah tribe, only ten are said to be derived from Indian names, and even these are
not ostenetiousty different from names borne by whites." (p. 55)

Colson identified forty-six different surnames on the Makah reservation in 1941·1942.
According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs study in 1964 there were then sixty-eight different
surnames. The ratio of non-Indian surnames had also increased in the twenty-year period. A
list of surnames on the Makah Reservation in 1964 is attached as Appendix A to this paper.
Numbers in brackets following the names indicate the number of families or households
carrying this surname if more than one.

A very important source for genealogical information on the American Indian, second
perhaps only to the records of various churches are the Tribal Enrollment Records.

Here again, cultural factors sometimes play an all important role in the availiability of
genealogical information on these important records. This is true in the Makah tribe. Whether
or not a name will apear on the Tribal rolls is determined by the culture and customs of the
Makah people. Residence or birth on the Reservation even of American Indian parentage does
not entitle one to a place on Tribal rolls.

As was indicated earlier, the Makah practiced slavery on other tribes before the coming
the white man. But slaves, though Indian, were not regarded as members of the village
communities and their descendants are not Makah even though intermarriage has undoubtedly
taken place in later times between descendants of the slaves and descendants of the
slaveholders.

According to an interpretation of the Makah Tribal Constitution, naturalization into the
tribe is not possible but adoption is a possibility under certain conditions. American Indian
tribes generally have great autonomy in deciding whose names shall be on the tribal rolls.

Colson uses the ancestry of four Makah children to illustrate the fact that one does not,
however, have to be of "pure" Indian or of "pure" Makah blood (a term which is really
meaningless and an unreality in most if not all Indian tribes) to be enrolled on the Makah tribal
rolls and hence to have certain of his genealogical data quite readily available to the researcher.
The particular four children were chosen because Colson felt that they were representive
samples of the types of descent found among the Makah.

On the accompanying chart, triangles represent males and circles represent females.
Blackened triangles and circles represent individuals regarded as Makah, open ones represent
individuals regarded as alien. All four children, though of divergent genealogies, are members

6



of the Makah tribe.

We have considered here only a limited number of the cultural and historical factors
which should be considered by those who may attempt to do genealogical research among the
Makah. Without considering these and many other factors the genealogical researcher may have
little chance of success in Makah genealogy.

For our second example of the interplay between cultural and historical background and
the problems of American Indian genealogy we move from Cape Flattery on the Pacific Coast
to the site of Custer's Last Stand or to the Crow Indian Reservation in southern Montana.

"The Absaraka, who once claimed the land from the Little Big Horn beyond the
Yellowstone, took their name from a longtailed bird thought to be a raven. The white man
changed this to Crow.

"The tall, lightskinned Absaraka were famous as hunters and respected as warriors by the
other Indian tribes of the Great Plains."

So spoke Joseph Medicine Crow!

Robert H. Lowie, (7) an anthropologist who did field work for the American Museum of
Natural History among the Absaraka during the seasons of 1907, 1910-1916, and again in
1931, writes that:

"There was only one Crow language, but not one Crow nation ...

The Crow clan of historic times can be defined with precision. It was matrilineal
since the children of a family all took their mother's clan name; and it included not only
individuals related by blood through their mothers, but also unrelated folk reckoned as
kin by a legal fiction...

The thriteen exogamous maternal clans were grouped together in a very loose
nameless body according to the following scheme:

Newly-made Lodges
Thick Lodge

II Sore-lip Lodge
Greasy-inside-the-mouth

III Without-shooting-they-bring-game
Tied-in-a-knot
Filth-eating Lodge
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IV Kicked-in-their-bellies
Bad War Honors

V Whistling Water
Streaked Lodge

V I Piegan Lodge
Treacherous Lodge

Fellow-clansmen recognized mutual obligations, which characteristically overrode
their sense of duty to any larger group."

Obviously the names of the thirteen clans listed by Lowie are attempts to put into
English the meaning of the Indian names for these clans. As is the case with many American
Indian tribes, Indian names and designations are really not translatable and therefore the
English rendering is only an approximation.

Translation of names from one language, or more properly transliteration, is one of the
nightmares of genealogists generally, but it seems that those working or planning to work in
the American Indian Field of genealogical research are due for an unusually difficult time.

A word then about clan names, surnames and individual names among the Absaraka.

Personal names, among the Absaraka, were not usually distinctive of either clan or sex.

According to Lowie, when a child was four days old, or thereabouts, the father might
name his newborn or more commonly he invited a person of distinction, usually a noted
warrior to do the honors.

The name to be given was usually commemorative of some significant event in the life of
the person so asked to do the honors of bestowing a name on the infant son or daughter.

The godfather bestowing the name either received compensation on the spot or a promise
of a future award. Later events in a child's life might cause him to receive a different name. It
is possible, thus, that an Absaraka might be known by a number of different names during his
lifetime, none of which may have had any relationship to his clan or family membership.

In 1967 the Institute of American Indian Studies and the Sociology Department at
Brigham Young University interviewed 393 Indian households on the Crow reservation. Our
interview schedules show, as will be illustrated later, that the "event type" of name mentioned
above is still very much in evidence on the reservation today although there seems a tendency
now to make these names into surnames.
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Kinship and affinity is another area of intense interest to one who would do genealogical
research among the Absaraka. According to Lowie:

"The term "father," asused in Crow, has a far wider denotation than in English, and
this applies to most of the kinship designations. As Leforge, too, has noted, the number
of physiological offspring of a particular person in a lodge was neither easily discoverable
nor too closely investigated. Adults loved children generally, and the feeling was naturally
intensified by close association irrespective of blood-kinship. However this may be, the
several "father" terms ... certainly embraced the following relatives besides one's own
father: the paternal uncle, the father's maternal uncle, the paternal aunt's son ..."

In Appendix B are given the family or surnames found in 393 household heads on the
Crow reservation in 1967. Numbers in brackets following the names indicate the number of
households interviewed with that surname if more than one.

One or two examples of actual names found in this survey of present Absaraka family
households may illustrate some of the genealogical problems even at present. We suspect that
as one moved back through four or five generations, genealogically, the complications would
be compounded considerably.

In a small, light blue house on the east side of the highway leading out of Crow Agency,
Montana our interviewer met May-Takes-Gun-Child-In-Mouth. Mrs. Child-in-Mouth was 73
years of age at the time of the interview. She was a widow. She was 3/4 blood Crow or
Absaraka. Living with her was Ira L. Bad Bear, a grandson, age 19 who was single. Also living
with her was Dennis Big Hair, a grandnephew, age 27 who was divorced.

Andrew Bird-in-Ground lived on Real Bird Lane Southeast of Crow Agency. Living with
him in his home was a rather typical extended family. There was his wife, Inez; his son-in-law,
Burton Darrow Pretty-on-Top who had married Eleanor, daughter of the Bird-in-Ground's.
Also living at home, with her daughter, Carlen Faith Bird-in-Ground, was their 20 year old,
single daughter, Andrea. The Bird-in-Grounds had seven other children living at home with
them ranging in age from 19 to 4 years of age.

A second extended Absaraka family chosen for illustration because of the interesting
names and realtionships is that living at the home of Martha Red Wolf Jack Rabbit. Gladys
Jack Rabbit, the mother of Martha lives with her. Also in the same home are Edith Jack
Rabbit White Clay and her husband Harold White Clay and their six children.

In this paper we have chosen to treat the subject of THE CULTURAL AND
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE-A VITAL PART IN THE
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH PROBLEM by raising questions and posing problems rather
than by offering solutions to problems or formulating rules of genealogical procedure. So far as
I am aware the state of the art of American Indian genealogical research calls for much more
careful evalutation and study than has yet been accomplished before rules and procedures can
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be crystalized. But this is what makes the field so interesting and the challenge so intrie: .
Perhaps some things said in this paper wi ll st ir an interest in the preservation of ex. ..g
records before they meet destruction as did the Church records on the Taos Peublo and
hopefully will challenge researchers to sharpen their tools. Certainly the American Indian has a
great heritage which deserves investigation and preservation.
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Investigating Your American Indian Ancestry

1. FAMILY SOURCES:

Ask aunts, uncles, cousins, old-timers, grandparents, friends of the family, ancestors,
anyone you know who might be able to provide basic pedigree and family group
information.

a) Use personal contact where possible but do not neglect correspondence nor the
telephone.
b) Gather and record all oral testimony and family tradition possible.
c) Investigate any and all family records which might contain genealogy including
certificates, clippings, Photographs. letters. accounts. land and estate records. military
records, pension lists, payment records, etc.
d) Be particularly alert for family bibles, diaries, and journals.
e) Consider the search for family and home source materials a continuing project.

The library has several resources that can help you learn how to collect family records.
There are helpful articles and books that can explain how to conduct an interview, how
to write for information, and what questions to ask. And there are many friendly library
consultants who will be happy to help you organize your information. There is even a
national computer database called Phone Disk that can help you find the phone number
and address for long lost Great Aunt Sophie.

2. TRIBAL mSTORY

Become knowledgeable about your tribe's history and background by studying good books
and talking to tribesmen.

a) Study tribal naming customs and kinship designations.
b) Learn about birth, marriage, and death customs peculiar to the tribe and know family
association practices.
c) Study past history of the tribe, including settlement patterns and migration routes.
d) Learn about U.S. Government intervention with the tribe and know the dates, agency
names, and location of pertinent Government offices at various times.



3) CONSULT TRIBAL AND GOVERNMENT RECORDS

Consult tribal council and government agency records.

a) Investigate any vital statistics the council or agencies may have kept.
b) Search tribal enrollment records and council minutes for genealogy.
c) Look for genealogy in land allotment, probate, and heirship documents which are in
custody of the council or agency.
d) Look for annuity and payment records in possession of both the tribal councils and
agencies.
e)Investigate existing Indian census records from agency offices and the National
Archives (primarily 1885-1940).
f) Consider and investigate holdings of the BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, the
Smithsonian Institute, and other archives which might contain Indian genealogy.

4. CHECK MAJOR GEl\'EALOGICAL SOURCES

Investigate major genealogical sources which might be found for any individual in the
usual localities.

a) Check general genealogical collections of the Genealogical Society.
b) Locate Indian genealogy already in print through investigation of published and
manuscript genealogies, genealogical dictionaries and indexes, biographical works,
periodical literature (including newspapers), as well as regional and local histories.
c) Obtain birth, marriage, and death certificates from state, county, or city office of vital
statistics.
d. Locate and investigate pertinent records from local churches, cemeteries, and the
offices of morticians.
e. Investigate records of other Social Agencies and Establishments including schools,
hospitals, clubs loges, fraternal orders, and business-employment offices.
f. Search civil, criminal and probate court records of each jurisdiction of residence where
the individual might have been involved off of the reservation.
g. Check local land-property records in county and town offices.
h. Investigate military records of Indians who might have been involved in the modern
wars.



Other Resources: Native American Sources and Census 
 

 
Online Native American Indian Genealogy Records & Databases 
http://www.genealogybranches.com/nativeamericans.html 
 
Major genealogical record sources of the Indians of the United States: by the 
Genealogical Society FHL US/CAN Fiche 6010026 
 
Historical and genealogical records of the five civilized tribes and other Indian records  
    Younkin, C. George. HBLL Call Number CS 2 .W669x 1969 vol.10 
 
Our native Americans and their records of genealogical value / by E. Kay Kirkham. 
E 98 .G44 X66 1980 vol.2 
 
Dawes Commission Records on Microfilm 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Dawes+Commission&prekeyword=Dawes+C
ommission 
 
Native American Records at the National Archives 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/ 
 
Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
http://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans/ 
 
Wantabes and Outalucks: Searching for Indian Ancestors in Federal Records 
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/heritage/native-american/ancestor-search.html 
 
Information on the Doris Duke American Indian Oral History Program 
http://goliath.ecnext.com/coms2/summary_0199-5020626_ITM 
 
Exploring your Cherokee ancestry : a basic genealogical research guide / by Thomas G. 
Mooney. HBLL Call number E 99 .C5 M83 1990 
 
Wikipedia Article on Sioux Indians 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sioux 
 

Microfilms 
(Available from Salt Lake, may be available at BYU) 

 
Allotment Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Native+races+Allotment+Records&prekeywo
rd=Native+races+Allotment+Records 
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Annuity Rolls Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=+Annuity+Rolls&prekeyword=+Annuity+Rol
ls 
 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Bureau+of+Indian+Affairs&prekeyword=Bur
eau+of+Indian+Affairs 
 
Guion Miller Rolls Applications 
BYU has index film (378,594) but not the applications 
 
Indian Census Rolls Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Census+Rolls+Indian&prekeyword=Census+
Rolls+Indian 
 
Indian Land Record Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian++Land+Records&prekeyword=Indian
++Land+Records 
 
Indian Employment Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Employees&prekeyword=Indian+Em
ployees 
 
Indian Heirship Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Heirship+Records&prekeyword=India
n+Heirship+Records 
 
Indian Removal Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Removal+Records&prekeyword=Indi
an+Removal+Records 
 
Indian Sanitary Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Sanitary+Records&prekeyword=India
n+Sanitary+Records 
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Indian School Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+School+Records&prekeyword=Indian
+School+Records 
 
Indian Courts of Claim Records Microfilms 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Courts+of+Claim+Records&prekeyw
ord=Indian+Courts+of+Claim+Records 
 
Indian Vital Records 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Vital+Records&prekeyword=Indian+
Vital+Records 
 
Indian Wills 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
hitlist&columns=*%2C0%2C0&keyword=Indian+Wills&prekeyword=Indian+Wills 
 
 




