






inches
was a Slovenian fraternal benefit
The papers consist chiefly of finan-

,.

Sholar, Wenceslau
Papers, 1894-1937, 1.5 linear feet
Letters of an immigrant priest, who served Slovene parishes in
Illinois and Minnesota I written to his brother in Slovenia
describing the early years of Slovene settlement in these states.

•Slovenska Delavska Podporna Zveza (Slavic Workers' Benefit Federation),
Conemaugh, Pennsylvania

Minutes, 1908-1918, 3 linear inches

Slovenian Library, Ely, ~linnesota

Board of Directors' minutes, 1915-1917. ca. 1 linear inch

•Slovenska Narodna Podporna Jednota (Slovene National Benefit Society),
Chicago, Illinois

Papers, 1904-1966, 133 ledgers
The collection of ledgers contains Supreme Board minutes, conven­
tion minutes, membership records, financial records, records of
lodges nos. 1, 3, 7, 27, 131, 148, and 658, records of benefit
payments, treasurer's books, lists of addresses, SUbscription
records, Athletic Association records, records of book sales, and
investment and bond records.

Slovenska Narodna Podporna Jednota (Slovene National Benefit Society),
Lodge 5, "Naprej," Cleveland, Ohio

Hinute book, 1904-1923
1 reel microfilm

Slovenska Sirotisnica in sanitarij (Slovenian Orphanage and
sanitarium), Chicago, Illinois

Minutes, 1912-1913, 1 ledger
An attempt at cooperation among many Slovenian American organiza­
tions to build an orphanage and sanitarium •

•Slovenska Svobodomislena Podporna Zveza (Slovene Progressive Benefit
Society), Chicago, Illinois

Papers, 1909-1941, 67 ledgers
The ledgers contain minutes of conventions, financial records,
records of benefit payments, secretary's books, records of the
Juvenile Department, records of the Investment Committee and the
records of Lodge number 47.

Slovensko Podporno Drustvo "Sv. Barbara" (Slovene Benefit Society "St.
Barbara"), Forest City, Pennsylvania

Minutes, 1904-1917, 1 ledger

Sv. Lovrenc and Smihel Churches, Dolenjsko, Slovenia
Parish chronicles and survey of emigrants from the Smihel Parish,
1905-1950
1 reel microfilm

Yugoslav (Slovenian) Radio Hour, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Papers, ca. 19lJ2-1953, ca. 7 linear inches
A coll"!ction of s,~ripts ll.'a~d for the radio programs.
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Zaplotnik, Rev. John
Papers, n.d., 5 linear feet
Personal library and maps reflecting the missionary work among
Slovenian Americans, which Rev. zaplotnik used in his own research
and writing .

*Zveza "Lilija" Wisconsin (Alliance "Lily" of Wisconsin). Milwaukee,
Wisconsin

Papers, 1935-1946, 10 linear
All lance "Lily" of Wisconsin
association founded in 1935.
cial records •



NEWSPAPERS

* current issues received regularly

CROATIAN

Americki Hrvatski Glasnik. Chicago, Illinois
1955-1956 (scattered issues)

Croatian Times. Omaha, Nebraska
1977-1978

Danica. Chicago, Illinois
--------1953-1956, 1968-September, 1973

Domovina. New York, New York
January 7, 1916-0ctober 26, 1917 (microform)

Hrvatska Zastava. Chicago, Illinois
AU8u~905-0ctober30, 1917 (microform)

*Hrvatski Glas. Winnipeg, Manitoba
1940-1961 (scattered issues), 1962-pres(~nt

Hrvatski Glasnik. Allegheny, Pennsylvania
December 12, 1908-September 13, 1919 (microform)

Hrvatski List. New York, New York
January 20, 1922-December, 1941 (microform)

Hrvatski Svijet. New York, New York
July 23, 19G8-June 30, 1913; ,January 2, 1914-June 30, 1920
(microform)

*Hrvatski Tjednik Danica. Chicago, Illinois
August 1977-present

Jadran. san F'rancisco, california
F'ebruary 26, 1908-December 29, 1910 (microform)

Kriz. Gary, Indiana
--- 1953-1957

Napredak. Allegheny City, Pennsylvania
1896-1908 (scattered issues)

Narodni Glasnik. Chic'3.go, Illinois
1965-August, 1973 (ce~sed publication)

Narodni List. New York, New York
------J-une 4, 189B-June 30, 1920 (microform)
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*Nasa Nada. Gary, Indiana
-- 1"95'4-present

*Nase Novine. Toronto, Ontario
September, 1973-present

Novi SViuet (superceded by Znanje). Chicago, Illinois
192 -1931

Radni~ka Borba. Cleveland, Ohio
1963-1970

Sokol. St. Louis, Missouri
May, December, 1933, January-July, October, November, 1934
( microform)

*Zajednicar. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January, 1907-December 25, 1940 (microform); 1944-1961 (scattered
issues), 1962-present

Znanje (formerly Novi Svijet). Chicago, Illinois
1935-1939

MACEOONIAN

.Makedonska Tribuna. Indianapolis, Indiana
19b3-present

SERBIAN

*American Srbobran. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
January 18, 19G6-December 20, 1912; F'ebruary 4, 1918-December 31,
1940 (microform); 1965-present

*Diocesan Observer. Libertyville, Illinois
1965-present

.Glas Kanadskih Srba. Windsor, Ontario
---- 1971-present

Jugoslovenski Americki Glasnik. Maywood, California
1961-1970 (incompl~

.Kanadski Srbobran. Hamilton, Ontario
1963-present

*Path of Orthodoxy. Leetsdale, Pennsylvania
1977-present

*Sloboda. nl~;lY", "IiLinol~;

---'-';JU;;--pre:,cnl
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Slobodna Rec. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
December 18, 1934-December 29, 1948 (microform)

Srbadija. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
March 31, 1921-December, 1927 (microform)

*Srpska Borba. Chicago, Illinois
1953-present

SLOVENIAN

*Amerikanski Slovenec. Chicago, Illinois; Tower, Minnesota; Joliet,
Illinois; Cleveland, Ohio

September 10, 1891-July 14, 1920 (nearly complete), July 21, 1920­
December 1946 (complete) [Note: 1891-1946, microform]; 1963­
present

·Ameri~ka Domovina. (formerly Nova Domovina, 1907-1908 and Clevelandska
Amerika, 1908-1918). Cleveland, Ohio

January 2, 1907-December 31, 1962 (microfilm); 1963-present

Edinost (superceded by Amerikanski Slovenec). Chic8go, Illinois
-------1-919-1925 (incomplete) (microform)

Enakopravnost. Cleveland, Ohio
1922; 1940-1943 (incomplete) (microfilm); 1948-1956

Glas Naroda. New York, New York
1893-1903 (incomplete); 1912, 1916-1921 (incomplete) (microform);
1933. 1948-1954

Glas Svobode. Chicago, Illinois
-- 1907-1922 (scattf:red issues) (microform)

Glas Svobode, Pueblo, Colorado
-- 1902-1907 (microform)

Glasilo KSK Jednote. Chicago, Illinois
---1-915-1945 (microform)

Giasilo SNPJ. Chicago, Illinois
-----1-90~15 (incomplete) (microform)

Glasnik. Calumet, Michigan
1901-1915 (microform)

Jugoslovenski Obzor. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
1933-1945--

Komar. New York, ~ew York
--1906- 1907
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Mir. Pueblo, Colorado
1901-1903 (scattered issues) (microform)

Napre10 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
935-19ill (scattered issues) (microform)

Narodni Vestnik. Duluth, Minnesota
---J-anuary 4, 1912-December 3D, 1914 (microfonn)

*Nova Doha (New Era). Cleveland, Ohio; Ely, Minnesota
-- ""'1"930-1953 (scattered issues), 1963-present

Nova Domovina. Cleveland, Ohio
1901-1906 (scattered issues) (microform)

.Our Voice. Cleveland, Ohio
- ----r909-present

Proletarec. Chicago, Illinois
~oo=tI9~O~6=_1918 (microform), 1929-1952 (microform)

.Prosveta (Organ of the Slovenian National Benefit Society). Chicago,
Illinois

1916-1967 (microform), 1968-present

Sloga. Cleveland, Ohio
1915, 1919 (scattered issues) (microform)

Slovenija. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
1915-1921 (scattered issues) (microform)

Slovenska Drzava. Chicago, Illinois
1950-~

Slovenske Novice. calumet, Michigan
1916-~scattered issues) (microform)

Slovenski Akademiki v Ameriki. Toronto, Ontario
1960-1961 (scattered issues)

Slovenski Glas. Buenos Aires, Argentina
1946 (scattered issues) (microform)

Slovenski Narod. New York, New York
=='iAC'p"rTil 1, 1915-September 25, 1917 (microform)

Slovenski Narod. Pueblo, Colorado
1908-~(scattered issues) (microform)

.Svobodna Slovenija. Buenos Aires, Argentina
1964 1968, 1971-prescnt

Vest.-:ik. Tiilwauk88, i-iisconsin
---'32'), 1928 (sc;J,tter'ed issues) (:nicrufor'm)
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Zaria. Ljubljana, Yugoslavia
1912, 1914 (scattered issues) (microform)

Zora. Chicago, Illinois
----- 1901 (scattered issues) (microform)
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The IHRe Archives is a non-circulating, reference collection, open

to all scholars doing serious research in pertinent fields of study.

Ample study space is available, and a reasonable amount of photocopying

is allowed, provided copyrights and individual donor's agreements are

not violated.

If you have further inquiries regarding the collections, or if you

have information concerning materials which should be preserved in the

Archives, please contact:

Immigration History Research Center
University of Minnesota
826 Berry Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55114

Telephone: (612) 373-5581

Hours: Monday - Friday, 8: 30 - 4: 30
Saturday, 9:00 - 1:00

The University of Minnesot3 is ~n equal opportunity educator and
employer.
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Publications available from the Immigration History Research Center

include:

IARe Ethnic Collection Series

The B3.ltic American Collection (no. 1)
The Czech and Slovak American Collections. 2nd edition. (no. 2)
The Finnish American Collection. 2nd edition. (no. 3)
The Hungarian American Collection (no~ 4)
The Italian American Collection. 2nd edition.
The Polish American Collection. 2nd edition.
The Romanian American Collection (no. 7)
The South Slavic American Collections. 2nd edition. (no. 8)
The Ukrainian American Collection (no. 9)

IHRe Ethnic Bibliographies

Serbs in the United States and Canada: A Comprehensive
Bibliography, compiled by Robert P. Gakovich and Milan M.
Radovich; edited by Joseph D. Dwyer, 1976.

Hungarians io the United States and Canada, compiled and edited by
Joseph SzepHtki, 1977.

Slovenians in the United States and Canada (to be published)
Okralnlans ln the OOl£ed States and Canada (to be published)

IHRC Reprint Series

John Bodnar, "Immigration and Modernization: The case of Slavic
Peasants in Industrial America" (reprinted from Journal of
Social History, Fall 1976)

John Bodnar, "Materialism and Morality: Slavic-American
Immigrants and Education, 1890-19LJOu (reprinted from Journal of
Ethnic StUdies, Winter 1976) ---­

Thaddeus Radzialowski, uThe Competition for Jobs and Racial
Stereotypes: Poles and Blacks in ChicagoI' (reprinted from
Polish American Studies, Autumn 1916) ,"

Rudolph J. Vecoli, "Cult and Occult in Italian-American Culture:
The Persistence of a Religious Heritage" (reprinted from Miller
& Marzik, Immigrants and Religion in Urban America, Temple
University Press, 197~

Spectrum, IHRC Newsletter (published three times yearly)

Guide to Manuscript Holdings

Guide to Newspapers and Periodicals in Microform

Ukrainian American Brochure

The finnish Experience in the Western Great Lakes Region: New
Perspectives, edited by Michael G. Karni, Matti E. Kaups, Douglas
J. Ollila, Jr.

Guide to Genealogical Sources



The Croatians, Slovenes, Serbs, Bulgarians, and Montenegrins came to America from the southern
areas of the old Austro-Hungarian Empire. Comprising present-day Yugoslavia, these groups
arrived in America generally between 1880 and 1920. Although Croatian sailors had left the
Dalmatian Coast and settled in California in the early nineteenth century, the vast numbers of
South Slavs settled in urban and industrial areas, such as Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, or in
mining districts such as Calumet, Michigan, or Leadville, Colorado after 1885.

Typical among these newcomers was George Dragovich. Born in the village of Pjecanica in
Croatia, Dragovich was a Serb who decided to leave for America in 1898. Motivated by a desire
to earn higher wages which, he felt, would enable him to return to Pjecanica and buy land, he
disregarded warnings of the dangerous ocean crossing by the village Orthodox priest and embarked
on a month long voyage from Le Havre, France.

"Ja idem u Ameriku," Dragovich had told his friends. "I am going to America." As to where his
exact destination would be in America, he had no idea. After being processed through Ellis
Island, he recalled someone placing a "tag" on his coat and leading him to a train. When the train
made its initial stop, Dragovich attempted to leave. The conductor read his "tag" and indicated to
him that this was not yet his destination. After several more stops, he was told to depart at
Steelton, Pennsylvania, an industrial center near Harrisburg.

In Steelton, Dragovich was housed by a group of Slovenes and taken to the Pennsylvania Steel
Company for employment the day after his arrival. After several months of toil around the open
hearth, he returned to Europe to his wife and children, despondent over conditions he had found
in the American mill town.

Work in the fields around Pjecanica, however, again caused him to despair about his future and he
returned to Steelton in 1899, bringing his family to join him two years later.

In Steelton to stay, the Dragovich's began to sink roots. George returned to his job at the mill and
his wife remained at home to operate a boarding house for other Serbs and raise the children. In
1912, he became ill and was forced to leave the steel plant. A small confectionary store, which he
opened, served as his source of income. The remainder of his life centered around the institutions
of Steelton's Serbian community: the St. Nicholas Fraternal Lodge and the Serbian Orthodox
Church. In 1915, the local Republican political boss arranged for him to acquire citizenship papers
and he voted Republican the rest of his years.

GeorQe !)ragovich's lib INa,,: :1m: spectaCU!2r. II was filled 'Nith hard work. ~e was :one!y when he
arrived in America. He was overjoyed when the Serbs finally opened an Orthodox Church in
Steelton. Nevertheless, his experience was commonplace; it was a story of limited occupational
gains, industrial accidents. attachments to fellow Serbs, and simple pleasures. It was a story
fJ,T,ii: a : J ::le !:::~ik of Sc ,-'-:: ;'~ .vi~o !~'JlT'e to ,'\:TH~r ::::
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SECONDARY

Adamic, Louis, Grandsons, New York: Harper, 1935.

From Many Lands. New York: Harper. 1940.

Laughing in the Jungle. New York: Harper, 1932.

An autobiographical account of a Slovene immigrant,

A Nation of Nations. New York: Harper, 1945.

Balch, Emily G. Our Slavic Fellow Citizens. New York: Arno Press, 1970. Reprint of 1910 edition.

Excellent introduction to Slavic immigration.

Brown, Francis and Joseph Roucek (editors). One America. New York: Prentice-Hall, 1952.

Section on Yugoslavs.

Christowe, Stoyan. My American Pilgrimage. Boston: Little, Brown, 1947.

Story of a young man from Macedonia and his early years as a factory worker.

This is My Country. London, 1939.

Immigrant autobiography.

Govorchin, Gerald G. Americans From Yugoslavia. Gainesville, Florida: Florida State University Press, 1961.

Konsag, Ferdinand. Life and Works of the Reverend Ferdinand Konscak, S.J., 1703·1759, An Early Missionary
in California. by M.D. Krmpotic. Boston: Stratford Corporation, 1923.

An account of an early Croatian pioneer.

Ledbetter, Eleanor. "My Serbian Christmas," The Survey, 49, December, 1922. pp. 308-309.

London, Jack. The Valley of the Moons. New York: Macmillan, 1914.

Dalmatians in California.

O'Neill, John J. Prodigal Genius: The Life of Nikola Tesla. New York: McKay, 1964. Reprint of 1944 edition.

Owen, Francis. "The Saga of Joe Magarac: Steelman," Scribner's Magazine. 90, November, 1931. pp. 505-513.

Magarac was a folk creation of South Slavs in Pittsburgh.

Prisland, Marie. From Slovenia - to America. Chicago: Sloven ian Women's Union of America, 1968.

Pupin, Michael. From Immigrant to Inventor. New York: Scribner, 1930.

Autobiographical.

Stanoyevich, Milivoy Stoyan. Jugoslavs in the United States of America. New York: Jugoslav Section of
America's Making, 1921.

Yankoff, Peter D. Peter Menihoff: The Story of a Bulgarian Boy in the Great American Melting Pot. Nashville,
Tennessee: Cokesbury, 1928.

UNDERGRADUATE

Adamic, Louis. Dynamite, The Story of Class Violence in America. New York: Harper, 1931.

A portrait of an industrial struggle which included South Slavs.



Babies, Walter Vladimir. Assimi!ation of Yugoslavs ic Franklin County, Ohio. San Francisco: R & R Research
Associates, 1972.

Bodnar, John E. "The Formation of Ethnic Consciousness: Slavic Immigrants in Steelton," in The Ethnic
Experience in Pennsylvania, edited by John E. Bodnar. Lewisburg: Bucknell University Press, 1973.
pp.309-331.

Croats, Serbs, Slovenes, Bulgarians are treated.

Brentnar, Joseph D. The Social and Economic Adjustment of the Croatian Displaced Persons in Cleveland
Compared with That of the Earlier Croatian Immigrants. San Francisco: R & R Research Associates,
1973.

Colakovic, Branko Mita. Yugoslav Migrations to America. San Francisco: R & R Research Associates, 1973.

Pattern of Yugoslav settlement in USA based upon census date and 500 oral interviews.

Eterovich, Adam S. "Jugoslavs in San Francisco, 1870-1875," Yugoslav·American Immigrant History Series.
San Francisco: Eterovich, 1967.

Gazi, Stjepan. Croatian Immigration to Allegheny County, 1882-1914. Pittsburgh: Croatian Fraternal Union of
America, 1956.

Golden Anniversary of St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church. Lackawanna, New York: 1967.

A superior local history.

Ledbetter, Eleanor. The Jugoslavs of Cleveland. Cleveland: Cleveland Americanization Committee, 1918.

Mihanovich, Clement S. Americanization of the Croats in Saint Louis, Missouri During the Past Thirty Years.
San Francisco: R & R Research Associates, 1971. Reprint of 1936 edition.

Milievic, J. N. "Yugoslav People in Michigan," Michigan History Magazine, 25 (1941 l, pp. 358-364.

Niland, Billyanna. "Yugoslavs in San Pedro, California: Economic and Social Factors," Sociology and Social
Research, 26, September-October, 1941, pp. 36-44.

Orenstein, Marie S. "The Servo-Croats of Manhattan," The Survey, 29, December 7, 1912, pp. 278-280.

Prpic, George J. The Croatian Immigrants in America. New York: Philosophical Library, 1971.

"The Croatian Immigrants in Pittsburgh," in The Ethnic Experience in Pennsylvania, edited by John E.
Bodnar. Lewisburg: Bucknell University Press, pp. 263-286.

"The South Slavs," in The Immigrants Influence of Wilson's Peace Policies, edited by Joseph O'Grady.
Lexington: University of Kentucky Press, 1967.

Roucek, Joseph S. "The Image of the Slav in U.S. History and in Immigration Policy," American Journal of
Economics and Sociology, 28 (19691, pp. 29-48.

"The Yugoslav Immigrants in America," American Journal of Sociology, 40 (March, 1935l,pp. 602-611.

St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church: Our Religious Heritage in America. Gary, Indiana: St. Sava Serbian Orthodox
Church, 1964.

Sestanovich, Stephen ~!., (editor). Slavs in CaliffJPlia. San Frans:sco: R & R Research Associates, 1968.

GRADUATE AND POST-GRADUATE

Amez, John A. Siovenci v New Yorku. New York: Studia Slovenica, 1966.

A treatment of Slovenes.



Hrvati u Americi. Madrid: Osoba i Ouh, 1953.

An account of Croats in America.

Jutronic, Ojnja. "Serbo·Croatian and American English in contact, A Sociolinguistic Study of the Serbo­
Croatian Community in Steelton, Pennsylvania." Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Pennsylvania State
University,1971.

Kestereanek -
Thesis, Marywooa l..olleg~, 1.:.1..,';'.

the United States," Unpublished Masters

Kosier, Ljubomir S. Srbi, Hrvati i Siovenci U Americi, "Bankarstvo," Beograd: 1926.

Lovrich, Frank M. The Social System of a Rural Yugoslav·American Community, Oysterville, La. San
Francisco, R & R Research Associates, 1973.

Lupis-VukiC', Ivan F. Medu Na~im Maradom U Americi. Split, Yugoslavia Tiskare, 1929.

Travel among South Slavs in Chicago, Seattle, and California.

o I seljavanju Na'§ega Naroda i 0 Americi. Zadar: Matica Dalmatinska, 1909.

Marohnic, Josip. Popis Hrvata U America. Allegheny, Pennsylvania, Marohnica, 1900.

Census of Croats in America.

Mirkowich, N, "Yugoslavs and Criminality," Sociology and Social Research, 25 (1940) pp. 25-34.

Muiacek, Ivan. "Nase Iseljavanje v Stevlikah," CAS Ljubljana, Slovenia, 7 (1913), pp. 259-266.

Motivation for Slovene immigration is discussed.

Nemec, Slavko. Povijest-Hrvatske Naseobine v St. Louisu (St. Louis, 1931).

List of Croatian businessmen.

v
Tresi6·Pavi~iC', Ante. Preko Atlantika do Pacifika; Zivot Hrvata U Sjuernoj Americi. Zagreb: Dionicka

Tiskara, 1907.

An account of Croatian Communities in the United States by a traveler from Croatia.

Trunk, J.M. Amerika in Amerikanci. Klagenfurt, Austria, 1912.

Slovene immigrants in America.

Umek, Emma. "Prispevki K Zgodovini I Zseljevanja Iz Kranjske v Ameriko v Letih, 1910-1913," Siovenski
Izseljenski Koledar, 14 (1967), pp. 199-207_

Emigration of Slovenes from Carniola, 1910-1913.

U.S. Congress, 81 Congress, 2nd Session, Report No. 1951, "Report on the American Slav Congress and
Associated Organizations," Washington, 1950.

An attempt to examine extent of Communist influence in Slavic-American groups.

u.S. Immigration Commission. Reports of the Immigration Commission, Immigrants in Industries, Part 2:
Iron & Steel Manufacturing, 61 Congress, 2nd Session, Sem_ doc. 633, (42 vols; Washington, 1911),
8 and 9.

South Slavic settlement in steel towns is described.

Zavertnik, Jote. Ameriski Siovenci. Pregled Splosne Zgodovine Zdrozenih Drzav SJovenskega Naseltjevanja
Naselbin in Slovenske Narodne Podporne Jednote. Chicago: Slovenski Naroda Podpormi Jednota, 1925.
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Yugoslav Migrations to the U. S. A.

By

Adam S. Eterovich

1. Austrian, Italian, Turk or Slav?

In order to do research on the Yugoslav in America or Yugoslavia it is essential
to understand two basic divisions by:

1.) Major Religions: Serbian Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Mohamedism

2.) Major Ethnic Sub-Groups: Serbian, Croatian, Slovenian, Macedonian

The Yugoslav or South (Yugo) Slav is Slavonic of various Slavic ethnic
sUb-groups. He is not Austrian, Italian or Turk, but has been influenced by them
considerably. Having had no National State prior to World War I he was recorded

as: Austrian, Italian, or Turk. The purpose of this report is to identify him as
a South Slav or Yugoslav.

II. Statistical Presentation

A. Introduction:

The Yugoslav, Czechoslovak and Austrian immigration to America from
1820 to 1963 numbered four million. This is not insignificant. The following

comparison charts of Balkan and eastern European immigration inclusive
of the parts of the Austrian Empire and Turkey in Europe is indicative of the
state of central and eastern Europe prior to 1900. One can well appreciate the

difficulty of identification of nativity, validity of available statistics, and
general overall confusion as to national origin based on ethnic or religious
groupings. Yugoslavs at one period or another could have been recorded under

anyone of approximately twelve different groupings (shown by asterisk)
or if from Montenegro: kingdom of Montenegro, Turkey or Austria, dependent
on the area. Over 25% of all immigrants coming to America from 1820 to 1963

were from eastern Europe or the Balkans.

B. Austrian Empire in 1850

Bohemia
Austria
Carinthia
Tyrol

Croatia

C. Turkey in Europe 1850

*Croatia (part)
*Hercegovina
WaIachia
Albania

1

Moravia
Transylvania
*Hungary
*Kingdom of
Lombard and Venitien
Slavonia

*Bosnia
*Macedonia
Bulgaria
Greece

Gallicia
Salzburg
*Stiria
Illyria

*Dalmatia

*Servia
Moldavia
Romania



D; Balkan and Eastern European Immigration, 1820-1963

Austria
Bulgaria
Czechoslavakia
Estonia
Finalnd
Greece
Hungary
Latvia
Lithuania
Poland
Rumania
Turkey in Europe
U.S.S.R.
Yugoslavia

Total Europe

3,758.091.
66.442.

129.704.
2.544.

28.358.
499.465.
522.772.

5.488
9.376.

451.010.
159.497.
160.931.

3,344.998.
69.834.

9,208.510.
34,896.219.

E. Immigration 1820-1963 compared with other groups.

Balkan & Eastern Europe
Germany
Ireland
Italy
Sweden

9,208.510.
6,798.313.
4,693.009.
5,017.625.
1,255.296.

III. Method ofResearch in America Prior to 1900.

A. Introduction to the Census· Californin

This survey was accomplished by a review of census microfilm for 1850,
1860, 1870 and 1880. The special California census of 1852 was reviewed at
the state library in Sacramento. This extract is doubly important in that most

of the vital statistics of this period were destroyed in various fires and
earthquakes. It is the most comprehensive study of its kind ever done on South
Slavs in the U. S. A. Since Jugoslavia was a product of the First World War, a

great deal of difficulty was experienced with recording of nativity, in that
South Slavs were recorded as Austrian, Dalmatian, Serbian, Croatian, Italian,
Hungarian, Russian and Turkish. With some reliability and cross check with

other records on file, it can be stated that at least two·thirds of all
individuals listed were South Slav, and the majority of South Slavs being from
Dalmatia, a part of Croatia, on the Adriatic Coast. The majority of Jugoslavs at

the time were gold miners or operated saloons, coffee saloons or
restaurants. Great numbers were found in San Francisco, Sacramento, and the
gold mining areas of the mother lode. During the period of the silver boom
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many Jugoslavs went from California to Nevada, with some eventually
going to Arizona. This particular study does not list the children as this will be

the subject of another study entitled 'Marriages in California.' The earliest
listing was made and not again repeated, although, many individuals reporting
in 1860 or 1870 did not report in 1880. It is felt there were a great deal of
inaccuracies and ommissions with Jugoslavs due to their inability to
communicate and/or their hard-to-spell names, hence many Smiths and
Browns.

Statistical Survey

186018701880

NATIVITY

Austria
Dalmatia
Slavonia
Serbia
Montenegro
Herzegovina
Turkey
Italy
Russia
Greece
Hungary
Bohemia
Moravia
Prague

B. Voting Registers

TOTAL

2403
42
22

5
6
1
9

65
5
7
1

15
5
5

2591

ESTIMATED SOUTH SLAV

1425
42
22

5
6
1
9

65
5
7
1

1568

The index to the Great Register of Voters for California has been an
invaluable source of information on South Slavs in the West. The most valuable

bit of information is the place of naturalization, as this has made possible
further research at the location of naturalization. A good example of what

could be extracted is as follows:

Santa Clara County, California Voting Records

1868
NAME AGE OCCUPATION REPORTED DATE NATURALIZED

Cupich, Nicholas 35 Barkeeper Austria 1867
Gaspirzza, John 26 Restaurant Austria 1867
Green (Zelenka), John 34 Fruits Slavonian 1867
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Battinich, Luca
Zibilich, Nicholas

30
60

1869

Fruits
Restaurant

1872

Dalmatia
Austria

1868
J Ul 1868

Uzscovich, Christophe 30
Elich, John 46
Gasivoda, Mark 48

C. Business Directories

Saloon
Restaurant
Farmer

Austria
Austria
Slavonian

1861
1854
1848

One of the first, and the best source of information has been the coffee saloon, saloon,
restaurant and fruit section of a western or southern business directory. During the 1850's,
1860's and 1870's the South Slav could be found in all gold and silver boom towns of the West
with established businesses. The following sampling of the Pacific Coast Business Directory for
1871 plus the San Francisco Directory for 1862 is of interest.

Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1871

NAME

Austin Nevada
Barovich, Nikolas

Carson City, Nevada
Perasich, E.

Gold Hill, Nevada
Chiuda and Gregovich

Hamilton, Nevada
Antunovich, Florentine

Pioche, Nevada
Vircovich, Samuel

Reno, Nevada
Smith (Svianaz) A. J.

Shermatown, Nevada
Gugnina, N.

Treasure City, Nevada
Milatovich, Andrew

Idaho Territory, Idaho City
Melonovich, M.

Nez Perce, Idaho Territory
Vucasovich, C.

Bannak City, Montana Territory
Viscovich, Chris

Sitka, Alaska Territory
Miletich, Samuel

Victoria, British Columbia
Carcovitch, P.

ADDRESS

Mam St.

Carson bet. Proctor

110 Main St.

A. J. Plaza

Main

93 North C

75 Lincoln

Yates

OCCUPATION

Restaurant and Saloon

Fruits and Candies

Produce and Game

Restaurant and Saloon

Saloon

Saloon

Restaurant

Groceries and Liquors

Liguors

Restaurant

Restaurant

Saloon

Liquors

Antunovich, Florio,

San Francisco Business Directory for 1862

Clay and East
4
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Boghisich, B. N.
Braticevich, L.
Fisher, George
Gelcich, Vincent
Slavonic Illyric Society Office

D. Church Survey of San Francisco

715 Davis
Jackson St. Wharf

605 Broadway
210 Jackson

Ferry Hoose
Coffee Stand
Justice of the Peace
Physician

A survey was made of all churches in San Francisco from their origin to 1900. All births,
deaths, marriages were card indexed. This survey covered the pre World War I Austrian. The
Austrian did not have a national church in San Francisco but attended the St. Boniface
German church. The Serbian Orthodox prior to 1900, attended the Russian church in San
Francisco; and the Croatian/Dalmation and Slovene attended various Catholic churches until
they organized the Slavonic Church of Nativity which was subsequently destroyed by the great
earthquake and fire. The below extractions are typical examples of what was found.

Old St Mary's

Marriages

George Mascarich Austria 1859
Margaret Large Ireland
Peter Metrovich Slavonian 1862

St. Boniface German Church

Marriages

Edward Wanske Nohemia 1873
Elizabeth Kerner Pa.
Dominic Mengola Dalmatia 1873
Ana Haker Germany
Jacob Klemencich Austria 1881
Ana Paschich Austria

St Brendans· Irish Church

Marriages

Anton Batchir Dalmatia 1885
Agnes Lyons

Church of Nativity
(Known as the Slavonian Church by the local Dalmation/Croatian and Slovenien Colony)

Marriages

A statistical extract from 1902 to 1920 indicates the Slavic place of birth for individuals as:

Dalmatia . 456
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Croatia
Siavonia
Macedonia
Bohemia
Galicia
Austria
Silesia
Hungaria
Russia

49
5
1
7
8
2
1

41
3

Croara 43
Hercegovina 6
American-Jugoslav 55
Slovakia 13
Tyrol 1
Carinthia 1
Styria 6
Poland 11
Italy 3

E. Cemetery Survey of San Francisco

It can be .assumed with some certainty that people die in the same numbers and witb the same
ethnic distribution as they had lived. A very careful and exact survey was made of the Catholic
Holy Cross Cemetery of San Francisco from 1920 to 1930 with the recording of all burials of
individuals registered as Roumanian, Albanian, Galician, Bohemian, Czechoslovak, Croatian,
Slovenian, Serbian, 'Slavonian', Jugoslavian, Dalmatian and Austrian. It is understood that this
survey would not include the Jewish, Moslem and Protestant minority as represented in the
Austro-Hungarian Empire. The majority of the named above were part of Austria prior to
World War I. With the formation of new nations after World War I, it has never been accurately
determined as to what true ethnic distribution existed or does exist. Rough approximations
and census statistics have been distorted by the simple fact that many South-Slavs, Czechs and

Slovaks continued to report as Austrian because they did in fact come from
'Old Austria'; where as Jugoslavia Czechoslovakia were formed after their
people came to America. It is hoped that the following survey of 1920-1930

will at least establish an approximation of ethnic distribution for the San
Francisco Bay Area, one of the first large Slavic settlements in America, and
convince those in doubt that the CROATIAN DALMATIAN was in the
majority of all Catholic groups represented by old Austria and other Balkan
Areas.

HOW REGISTERED

Roumania 2
Albania 1
Galicia 1
Bohemia 14
Czechoslavakia 3
Croatia 2
Slovenia 1
Serbia 2
'Slavonia' 2
Jugoslavia 51
Dalmatia 35

ACTUAL ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION

Roumania 2
Albania 1
Galicia 1

Czechoslavakia 17
Croatia 2
Slovenia 1

AUSTRIA

Slav Plot
Slav Church
*Other Slav
Vienna
Austria

81
59
53

2
104

Dalmatia

*AUSTRIA

286

106

286

6

**Serbia

Total South Slav

1151 115

401



*Personal interviews with
'old time' South-Slav indicates
that these Austrians were Croats
Dalmatians and Slovenes.

*could include Bohemians
and Slovenians

**Serbian Cemetery burial
for 1920 to 1930 was 115. The
Majority of these individuals
came from Montenegro and
Dalamatia.

It would be safe to estimate that 90% of the total South-Slav count of 401 were from
Dalmatia. From 1849 to 1930 there were 1650 individuals listed.

F. Societies

Society or lodge records are an excellent source of infonnation because
they will usually indicate the exact place of birth. They also establish a true
nationality for the South Slav insofar as being reported as Austrian or Italian is
concerned. The two best source documents are the article of incorporation

filings found in a state depository, or any local business directory. The
following organizations in California were traced in this manner:

Organizations in California

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Slavic American Benevolent Society of Watsonville
Slavonian American Benevolent Society of San Jose
Slavonian American Benevolent Society of Los Angeles
Croatian Slavonian Benevolent Society of Los Angeles
Slavonian National Social Club of San Francisco
Austrian Benevolent Society of San Jose
Austrian Protective Society of San Francisco
Russian and Pan-Slavonic Benevolent Society of
San Francisco
Greek-Russian-Slavonian Benevolent Society of
San Francisco

Austrian Benevolent Society of San Francisco
Austrian Military Benevolent Society of San Francisco
Serbian Montenegrin Benevolent Society of San Francisco
Slavenska Citaonica of San Francisco
Slavonic Illyric Benevolent Society of San Francisco

1898
1895
1895
1895
1897
1878
1889

1869

1872

1885
1883
1881
1869
1859

Newspaper Advertisements

A good source of information has been the newspapers in the mining towns.
They usually carried the events, stagecoach arrivals and departures, business
advertisements and other important data. Examples of such for Nevada are listed:

Belmont Curier 10-28-1876
Carson Daily Times

2- 5-1881

Descovich, John
Gregovich, M. P.

7
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Daily Terr. Enterprise
Daily Trespass
Esmeralda Union Wkly
Eureka Sentinal
Panamint News
Sacramento Daily V.
True Fissure

1-10-1863
2- 6-1867

11-23-1867
9-13-1882
3-13-1875
7- 7-1863

11-27-1880

Medin, Marco
Gugnina, N.
Novacovich, J.
Pavlovich, N.
Perasich, N.
Millinovich, M.
Slavonians

S. F. Fruit Store
Fire Engine Company
Saloon
Family Fruit Store
A Horahle Murder
Shot at Virginia City
Pioneer Silver Locators

IV. Yugoslavs in the U. S. Prior to 1900.

A. Yugoslavs in California 1849 - 1900

The first Yugoslavs in California came from Dalmatia and Montenegro, as
seamen and merchants. It is interesting to note that they were first known as
'Slavonians' by the American people. This, to the writer's knowledge, is the
only place in the world that 'Slavonian' was synonymous with Yugoslav or
South Slav. One would more readily understand the term 'Slavonian' during the
1850's and 1860's if the only other identity to use were'Austrian.' The general
American public did not know where Dalmatia or Montenegro was, but they
did know at the time what 'Slav' meant. By using 'Slavonian' they identified
themselves to a Slavic heritage and Slavic land. Another interesting fact was the

use of Serbian by the Montenegrin and and Dalmatian in California. To
the writer's knowledge, the majority of the 'Serbs' or Serbians, as indicated by
statistics and various benevolent society names in California, came from the
area of the Boka Kotorska in in Montenegro. This was understandable in that
the Montenegrin was culturally tied to Serbia and Serbian politics, and rather
than be called and Austrian or Turk, they chose 'Mother Serbia' or the general
term Slavonian. So then, the status of the South-Slav in California from 1850

to 1917 was to be called what he really was not, as far as the correct or
formal meaning indicated. Being reported on statistics and the U. S. census as
Austrian, Italian, Hungarian, Greek and Turkish was to his detriment. It was
then refreshing to find entries listed as 'Serbian' or 'Slavonian,' at least one
definitely knew the national origin. Following is a sampling from each census.

Name Age Census Year Occupation Country Origin

Antunovich, F. 33 1860 Coffee Saloon San Francisco Italy
Same 53 1880 Coffee Saloon San Francisco Austria
Barovich, N. 35 1860 Saloon San Francisco Russia
Same 55 1880 Saloon Santa Clara Austria
Calabota, S. 67 1870 Restaurant San Francisco Austria
Same 77 1880 Restaurant San Francisco Slavonian
Geicich, Vincent 30 1860 Physician San Francisco Italy
Same 40 1870 Physician Los Angeles Dalmatia
Same 50 1880 Physician Los Angeles Austria
Lazarovich, John 31 1860 Grocer Los Angeles Slavonian
Same 41 1870 Saloon Los Angeles Austria
Same 51 1880 Saloon Los Angeles Montenegro
Militich, Stephen 35 1870 Saloon San Francisco Austria
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The preceeding then is simply to emphasize the difficulty in establishing
the identity of the first Jugoslav pioneers. It is obvious that a person named
Marinkovich listed as Austrian in 1860 is a South Slav, but this was not known
by the American census takers and for the researcher he was added as another
'Austrian.' The problem exists to this day in that many Croatians who came
prior 1919 still report as Austrian on the official census. The writer places no
value on either the Jugoslav or Austrian census in America, because of the
above, and would state with some qualification that at least 50% of the
Austrian census of 1920-1930-1940 should go to the Jugoslav census in
California.

JUGOSLAV BUSINESSES IN SAN FRANCISCO

The restaurant, coffee saloon, saloon and fruit businesses occupied the
talents of many Jugoslavs during the 1850's and 1860's in California. There
were over 1000 business houses in San Francisco from 1850·1900 owned by
Jugoslavs. They also established in number in San Jose, Sacramento and ,Los
Angeles. One would question the ability of the Dalmatian and Montenegrin to
establish in business with a limited knowledge of English. But he was a seaman
and fortunately linguistic in that he knew Italian and German and had traveled
extensively throughout the world. 'Jugoslav restaurants and saloons can be
found in the gold mining towns during the 1850's and 1860's. The earliest
businesses were established in San Francisco during the 1850's. A few of the

earliest in San Francisco from Montenegro were:

BaIich, Luka 1861 Saloon Boka
Cherovich, Andrew 1861 Saloon Boka
Chielovich, Elia 1862 Saloon Boka
Chiucovich, Peter 1862 Saloon Boka
Obradovich, Spiro 1858 Restaurant Boka
Radovich, Anton 1852 Coffee Saloon Risan
Dabovich, Nikola 1856 Fruits Boka
Pavlovich, Nikola 1851 Fruits Pastrovich

Many other pioneers from Dalmatia had also established in San Francisco
during this period. The majority of the Dalmatians and Montenegrins belonged
to the Slavonic Illyric Mutual and Benevolent Society of 1857. In fact, a Slavic
cemetery was organized by the Society in 1861. This cemetery, because of the
Spanish influence in California at that time, was called 'Slavonic Terra.' They
buried any South Slav, and it is certainly commendable and indicative of a
colony well established by 1860. The first burial was Nikola Simunovich, a
Dalmatian; the next Marko Milinovich and Marko Zenovich from Montenegro.
The first American born was buried in 1865, Dominic Carcovich and his father,
Vincenzo, a Dalmatian, in 1866. A few of the first Dalmatian businessmen in

San Francisco were:

9



~AME YEAR OCCUPATION ORIGIN

Cernich, Antonio 1858 Fruits Dalmatia
Chatcovich, John 1858 Fruits Dalmatia
Gasivoda, ~!arko 1859 Fruits Slavonian
Gasivoda, Stephen 1859 Fruits Slavonian
Grego, George 1860 Fruits Brae
Militich Antonio 1856 Fruits Dubrovnik
Trobock, Nikola 1856 Fruits Lopud
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In 1869 there were 29 coffee houses listed in San Francisco and 18 were
owned by Jugoslavs. Of 16 restaurants listed in San Jose in 1882, 8 were South
Slavs. A typical advertisement that was listed in Stockton in 1879 is as follows;

'Independent restaurant conducted on the European plan, French,
German, Italian, Spanish and English spoken. Private rooms elegantly
furnished. Eastern and Californian oysters served in every style. Board per
day, week or month. The only first class restaurant in the city. M.
Mitrovich & Company, Proprietors.'

Another in San Francisco during the same period was:

'John Ivancovich & Company (John Ivancovich, George Beley & Peter L.
Vucanovich) Importers and Exporters, foreign and domestic fruits,
wholesale dealers, commission merchants and manufacturers of California
wines.'

The majority of the restaurants, coffee saloons and fruits businesses
during this period were in the well known 'Barbary Coast' district of Ban

Francisco. A man did not enter at night without companions or pistol because
he was apt to be 'Shanghaied' and sold to a sea captain as a sailor on one of the
many ships in the harbor without seamen, as they had all run off to the gold
fields. The period was so lawless that the sheriff was powerless and a citizens
committee formed the famous 'Vigilantes' and hung a few from lamp posts in
the center of town and ran the rest out of the city, telling them the same fate
would await them if they returned. This period of disorder and disrespect for
law and order saw the birth of the Slavonic lllyric Mutual & Benevolent Society
in 1857, a protective society that buried its dead, paid a sick benefit and
assisted destitute Slavonians and also represented them in the local courts
through their more prominent businessmen. On Davis Street alone from 1850

to 1900 there were 110 Jugosiav businesses. The majority of the Jugosiavs
were centered near the waterfront on Davis Street (where the Slavonic Society
was organized), Leidesdorff, East Street, Commercial Street, Jackson Street,
Stockton Street, Sacramento Street and Mission Street. The Greek Russian

Slavonian Orthodox Church was organized in 1864. Although the latter
lists Greek and Russian, the writer would dispute this. The president was the
Russian Consul, but the vice president and trustees were all from Montenegro,
being: Nikola Dabovich, John Franeta, Luka Zenovich, Savo Martinovich, ilia
Chielovich, Edward and Bozo Radovich, Peter Vucanovich and George
Lazarevich from Belgrade. Another society, the Pan-Slavonic, appeared with

Nikola Gregovich, a Montenegrin, and George Fisher as president. George
Fisher had a plantation in the South prior to coming to California, and was a
judge in San Francisco. He was known as George Ribar in Mexico (Ribar means
Fisher) and is believed to be Slavonian or Serbian. He was known to speak
Spanish, German, Hungarian, Greek, Italian Dalmatian dialect and
Serbo-Croatian. He was also the Greek Consul in San Francisco.
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YUGOSLAV PIONEERS OF SACRAMENTO 1849·1865

Sacramento, during the gold rush period of the 1850's-60's, was the first
stop of those wanting to seek their fortune in the gold fields. The pioneer
miners either traveled overland or by river bargo from San Francisco. The
Jugoslavs had already established mining parties in the Amador and Calaveras
regions. Although San Francisco had the largest colony of 'Slavonians' at the
time, many of the first pioneers opened saloons and restaurants in Sacramento.

Many of these saloons, coffee houses and restaurants were also boarding
houses for fellow Jugoslavs who had recently arrived from San Francisco on
their way to make a 'strike' in the fabulous gold fields of the mother lode. A
few, rather than take their chances in the mountains, established themselves in
Sacramento in various occupations. One may reasonably question the ability of

a non·English speaking person, being in a definite minority as the pioneer
Jugoslavs were, to establish saloons and restaurants. The writer has
documentary evidence that many of the first pioneers had been in business in
the southern part of the United States prior to coming to California. The

majority of these Sacramento Jugoslavs came from Dalmatia and the
general area of Boka Kotor in Montenegro. They were of Catholic and Serbian
Orthodox faith. A great many considered themselves as 'Slavonians.' 9n

November 26, 1860, a delegation consisting of Nikola Barovich, John
Barovich, John Uzovich and President Dr. Vincent Gelcich from the Slavonic
Illyric of San Francisco, arrived on the morning barge from San Francisco in
charge of a banner to be presented ·to their brothers of the Slavonic lllyric
Society of Sacramento. This day was the anniversary of their organization. This

then, to the writer's knowledge, is the third oldest Jugoslav organization
in America. It must be noted that Croatian Catholic and Serbian Orthodox
participated in this organization. Marko Ragusin, the first pioneer in

Sacramento, appeared in 1849, being 21 years of age, as he voted that
year. He listed himself as a Slavonian from Louisiana. He later moved to San
Jose and opened a saloon, again being one of the first Jugoslavs in that area. He
married a native Californian and they had their first child, Perina, in 1857.

Martin Rancich had a soda works and saloon in Sacramento, first
appearing in 1851. He was also an American citizen and in one instance

listed himself as Italian and another as an Austrian. He came to California from
Pennsylvania. Louis and Marko Maina from Budva were long established in the

Sacramento area. Marko operated a coffee saloon in 1861. They were
both American citizens. They can also be found in Amador County as gold
miners in the early 1850's. The following, listed chronologically, are some of

the first Jugoslav pioneers in the Sacramento area:

Ragusin, Marko
Brown, John
Rancich, Martin
Bishop, Martin
Kosta, Frank
Calisich, Antonio
Vlautin, Paul
Vlautin, Paul

1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1853
1863
1852
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Saloon Slavonian
Waiter for Maina Dalmatia
Saloon Austria
Miner with Rancich Austria
Universal Coffee Saloon Dalmatia
Atlantic Exchange Austria
Universal Coffee Saloon Konavlje
Gold Miner, Amador County



The last listed pioneer, Paul Vlautin, from Konavlje, Dalmatia, was
perhaps typical of many of the earliest pioneers. He is known to have mined
gold in 1851-52 in Amador County and, having made a strike, returned to
Sacramento to acquire the Universal Coffee Saloon, but prior to that returned
to San Francisco where he was a director of the Slavonic Society in 1860. He
returned to San Francisco in the early 1870's and purchased a coffee saloon
and boarding house on Davis Street. This saloon on Davis Street became the
center of local Dalmatian fishermen and gold miners. He married a Portugese

girl, and they had their first child, Paul, in 1872. His brother, Jacob
Vlautin, a restauranteur, was buried in the Slavonic Plot in San Francisco in the
year 1885. Paul died in 1894 at the age of 74 and was also buried in the
Slavonic Plot. Although the above list of pioneers does not represent all of the
Jugoslavs during this period, it does give some indication of their activities.
Many more passed thru Sacramento on their way to the gold mines and worked
as waiters, cooks, bar keepers and various other occupations. The below list of

families is believed to be the first in the Sacramento area. It is most
interesting to note the number marrying Irish girls. This proved to be the case
throughout California. Statewide, the majority married Jugoslav girls, then
Irish, Mexican and Californians of Mexican descent.

Batich, Thomas
Mary

Colombo, Martin
Anne
Louise

Ivanis, Drago
Cath.
Jacob

1870

1871

1860

28
29
23
18

38
32

Laborer
Wife
River Pilot
Wife
Daughter
Merchant
Wife
Son

Austria
Ireland
Dalmatia
Ireland
California
Slavonian
Slavonian
Slavonian

YUGOSLAV GOLD MINERS

With the discovery of gold in the tailrace at Sutter's Mill at Coloma in
1848, the greatest movement of Jugoslavs to the Western United States was to
begin. This single factor which was to change the history of California and
shape her destiny also changed the lives of hundreds of thousands of Yugoslavs
from the coastal areas of Istria, Slovenia, Croatia, Dalmatia and Montenegro.
The 'Slavonians' who came were not followers, but leaders in the hardy group
of pioneers who were later to establish one of the richest states in the Union.

The Yugoslavs came as single men off the many sailing ships that landed at
San Francisco. Others may have come overland through the southwest from
New Orleans. The majority of the first who came were seamen by profession
and upon hearing of the gold discovery, simply left their ships and ventured
into the gold fields of Amador, Butte, Calaveras, El Dorado, Manposa, Nevada,
Placer, Plumes and Tuolumne Counties. On that momentous day in 1848, when

gold was discovered, John Sutter had in his employ at the mill a person
whom he called the 'Sailor Man.' The 'Sailor Man' later stated he was a
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'Slavonian' and it is claimed that he was present at the mill that day when the
first gold nuggets were observed in the tailrace. This then, places a South-Slav
at the discovery of gold in California and is certainly a fitting reminder to
future Slavonic-Americans that the South-Slav had his place in the gold rush era
of early California. Another indication of the extent of South-Slav in the early

mines was
the Adriatic Mining Co., of 1878, the Slavonia Gold and Silver Mining Co. of 1876 and the
Serbia and Slavonian Mining Co. of 1876. The Illyrian Gold and Silver Mining Co., organized in
1863, in the San Domingo District of Calaveras County with a capitalization of 60,000, had as
the principal organizers Nikola Bieladenovich, Andrew Bujan and Andrew Jordan. Another
interesting venture was the Slavonian Gold and Silver Mining Company of 1863, being
organized with a capitalization of 140,000, had as its principals Paul Grecich and John Centras.
There were undoubtedly many other companies and ventures organized by Slavonians during
this period that had not been recorded but simply made as mutual agreements by the parties
concerned.

Out of all the mining areas, the Amador region eventually had the largest concentration
of Jugoslavs. There is no present day evidence of any major colonies being left in any other of
the mining counties. The Serbian church and cemetery in Jackson is a lasting memorial to all
the fine Serbian men that had pioneered the Amador region. This church is the oldest in
America and the writer encourages all who may wish to see the mining country of California to
visit this old but stately tribute to Serbian pioneers in America. In 1874, the Slavonic Illyric
Mutual & Benevolent Society of San Francisco built the first Slavonian building to be found in
America at Sutter Creek.

The first gold mining pioneers in the Amador region formed gold mining ventures and
also became American citizens in great numbers. They usually mined in groups of three to
five and lived in boarding houses, if available, that were operated by Slavonians who had made
a gold strike and subsequently purchased land, built homes and married. Many of the pioneers
married Irish and Mexican girls.

Usually the boarding houses were indicative of the national origin of the Slavonians. The
miner would live with those of his own region. From available records it can be stated with
some certainty that the majority of the pioneers came from the island of Brac, the area of
Dubrovnik and the general area of the Boka Kotor. One of the oldest families in the Amador
was the Dabovich family from the Boka Kotor, one such branch of the family was listed as:

Name Age Occupation Nativity

Dabovich, Andrew 33 Gold Miner Boka
Louisa 23 Wife Boka
George 4 Son California
Theodore 2 Son California
Ellen 43 Mother-in-Law Boka
Stephen 22 Brother-in-Law Boka
Dolly 16 Sister-in-Law California
May 10 Sister-in-Law California
Anna 10 Sister-in-Law California

Curelich, Chris 26 Boarder
Clemovich, George 22 Boarder
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Another boarding house, with apparently all the boarders from the island of Brac, is listed
in the 1870's as follows:

Matulich, Antone 44 Farmer Brac
Virginia 28 Wife Switzerland
Mary 8 Daughter California
George 6 Son California
Madeline 3 Daughter California
John 2 Son California

Andrich, Anton 44 Gold Miner Brac
Novacovich, John 26 Gold Miner Brac
Perco, John 41 Gold Miner Brac
Nizetich, Nikola 31 Gold Miner Brac
Satulich, Sam 29 Gold Miner Brac
Slavich, Andrea 31 Gold Miner Brac
Lukinovich, A. 36 Gold Miner Brac
Citargin, George 30 Gold Miner Brac
Buccolich, Lawrence 28 Gold Miner Brac

Many of the first Slavonian pioneers who had ventured into the gold mining regions saw
the need for other types of goods and services and rather than suffering the privations of the
majority of gold miners, opened saloons, fruit stands and general provision stores. It was not
unusual to find Dalmatians with businesses in every major mining area during the 1850's &
1860's. A few of the first were:

Malitich, Nikola
Malisich, Antonio
Pecovich, Sam

1860
1860
1860

Sonoma Co.
Trinity
Butte

Fruits
Trader
Fruits

One of the most interesting pioneers was a Dalmation by the name of John Davis. He
landed in San Francisco in 1849 and immediately went to the mines at Auburn on the
American River in Placer County and after three months of successful gold mining he
established a mule-pack train between Sacramento and Auburn to supply gold miners. After a
few months at this endeavor he came down with mountain fever and all his mules were stolen.
Upon regaining his health, he with disgust at losing his mules, gave the remaining equipment to
a Mexican and went to the Mariposa mines for another stake.

After making another "strike" in the Mariposa area, he returned to San Francisco by
horse and on the way had his horse stolen which caused him to walk from San Jose to San
Francisco. In 1850, in San Francisco, he built a house on Commercial Street and operated a
restaurant and lodging house until 1851 when he sold his holdings and purchased 400 acres in
Contra Costa County and married. His marriage in Oakland was the first marriage tlf western to
take place in that city.

The pioneering spirit and early exploits of .the Jugoslav gold miners has long since passed
in the mining areas, but should certainly not be forgotten.
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The individuals and mmmg parties would extend to thousands of names in the gold
mining regions. After the gold fields had lost their attractiveness, the Jugoslavs established
farms, ranches, vineyards, orchards and businesses in every part of California. A great many of
the first land holdings were purchased with miner's gold.

Pioneer Jugoslavs in Los Angeles from 1841 to 1900

If one were to look for a reason for the Dalmation coming to California, Los Angeles and
the surrounding area would certainly have been the determinating factor. There is no other
part of California so similar in climate and geography to the Dalmation Coast. Until 1900 Los
Angeles was a sleepy hamlet in comparison to San Francisco and Sacramento.

The first pioneers to arrive were merchants and traders who married local girls of Mexican
or Spanish descent. Later came the restauranteurs and saloon owners who tired of the fog and
cold of Northern California. Then came the wealthy goldminers and those that found no gold
from the mining camps of the Amador, Tuolumne, Butte and Calaveras areas. They came alone
or in groups of two or three. There is little evidence of any families coming directly from
Dalmatia.

The first pioneer was Mattias Sabichi or Sabich coming from Mexico to Los Angeles in
1841. He had a son, Matias, in Mexico in 1841 and a son, Francisco, in 1842 in Los Angeles.
Matias was a trader and merchant. He was listed as an Austrian, but the writer has reason to
believe he was a Dalmatian because at a later date his son, Francisco, an orchardist, had
employed John Cuculich as a nurseryman. Both of these names are found in Dalmatia. The
father, Mattias returned on shipboard with his sons to Europe in 1852. He died before reaching
England and his sons were educated in England and France, then returned to their native
California.

John Lazarevich, a native of Montenegro, came to Los Angeles in the late 1850's. He
became a citizen in 1869 in Los Angeles. It is known he came to California in 1850 and it can
be assumed he tried his luck in the goldfields prior to settling in Los Angeles. He married a
native Californian and had four sons: John, born in 1864; Stephen, born in 1866; William,
born in 1873; and two daughters, Annie, 1875 and Rosa, 1879. He had a saloon and grocery
establishment for many years and was undoubtedly known by all the pioneers coming to Los
Angeles. He subsequently retired as a capitalist.

Doctor Vincent Gelcich, a physician and surgeon, from Starigrad, Island of Hvar,
Dalmatia is perhaps one of the most colorful Slavonian pioneers to come to California. He
practiced medicine in 1856 in San Francisco; organized the oldest South-Slav society in
America, the Slavonic Illyric Mutual and Benevolent Society of San Francisco in 1857; served
in the Civil War as a Colonel in the Union Army; and became the first coroner of Los Angeles
County. He married an Irish girl and is known to have had three children. He moved to Los
Angeles in the 1860's to practice medicine and operate a pharmacy. He waS without doubt
well known and respected by the local Slavonian community.

Andrew Jordan, a Los Angeles pioneer of 1869, was listed as being an Austrian. It is
known he was a partner with Nikola Bieladenovich and Andrew Bujan in the Illyrian Gold and
Silver Mining Company of 1863. This venture was organized in the San Domingo District of
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Calaveras County with a capitalization of $60,000. The writer could state with some certainty
that he was a Dalmatian by virtue of his association with Bieladenovich and Bujan and the use
of Illyrian in the mining title. The name Jordan is found in the district of Dubrovnik,
Jugoslavia. Andrew was a grocer in Los Angeles and married a South American girl and had
one daughter, Victoria. Joseph Jordan, probably his brother, was a stock raiser of sheep in Los
Angeles in 1870. He had a family of three and his wife was an American from Kentucky. He
was an American citizen and mined gold in Amador County in 1859.

Lewis Mazzanovich, a native of Hvar, Dalmatia, is found in Los Angeles in 1869. He was a
musician in San Francisco prior to 1869 and was a member of the Slavonic Society of San
Francisco. He came to America with a wife and one child, later having three children in
California. His sons were also musicians playing in the famous Bell Union Threatre and San
Francisco Opera House. The family were pioneers in San Francisco and Los Angeles. One son
while in the Army fought in the Apache Indian Wars and had a chance meeting with
Geronimo, chief of all the Apaches.

Antonio Perpich had a saloon and lodging house in Los Angeles in 1884. He married a
Spanish girl in the Oregon Territory in 1857 and had three children. Prior to coming to Los
Angeles, he had a restaurant and hotel in San Francisco. He was an American citizen and voted
in the Oregon Territory.

Nikola Perasich, a Dalmatian, was a pioneer of the 1870's in the grocery and liquor
business with Petrovich. He was killed in a gunfight in the pioneer mining town of Darwin.
Killed by a hired gun. His brothers were also involved in a stage holdup at Carson City, Nevada.

Other pioneers were Luka Bralich, 1871; Theodore Cereda, 1869; George Cumming
(associated with Lazarovich), 1858; Louis Dapretto (with Lazarovich), 1860; a Slavonian, John
Frank, 1871; Jerry Illich, 1874; Luka Marasovich, 1868; a Slavonian, Peter Marinkovich, 1875;
Vincenzo Marisich, 1879; Nikola Rageludich, 1870; Luka Sciscich, 1870; Thomas Stijich,
1874; and Marko and Baltazar Tomasevich, 1873.

A great many of the first pioneers came from the goldfields to Los Angeles. The mines
had started to lose their attractiveness after the 1870's. Many of them undoubtedly heard of
the beauty of Los Angeles from others who had been there earlier. A few coming from the
gold fields to make their home in Los Angeles:

Name Year From Occupation

Bangiar, Peter 1893 Amador Co. Gold Miner
Brajkovich, Christ 1895 Amador Co. Gold Miner
Commandich, Dominic 1863 Amador Co. Gold Miner
Deragna, Christ 1877 Amador Co. Gold Miner
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As indicated above a great many of the Los Angeles pioneers came from other areas of
California rather than direct from Jugoslavia. While being gold miners prior to arrival in Los
Angeles in the 1870's, 1880's and 1890's, they entered into the restaurant, grocery and saloon
business in Los Angeles. Some of them were able with the money made in the gold fields to
establish themselves in business and send for wives in Dalmatia.

Although San Francisco had hundreds of Dahnatian fishermen in the 1870's, Los Angeles
did have a few fishermen prior to 1900. Luka Marasovich, a pioneer goldminer, was a
fisherman in 1868. He married a Mexican girl and was a citizen. Vincenzo Maricich, a
Dalmatian, and pioneer goldminer of Nevada Co. in 1873, was fishing in Los Angeles in 1879.
He was a citizen and had a daughter Lucy. Frank Sisul, pioneer of Humbolt Co., fished in San
Pedro in 1896. He was a citizen. Andrea Vidovich, a Dalmatian, fished in 1892 and was a
citizen.

A few Dalmatians followed their age-old occupation of sheepherding. Three who worked
together in 1880 were Joseph Radovich, Francisco Robertson and John Pavlina. Nicholas
Paseta, a citizen, was also a sheepherder in 1880.

There were at least sixty restaurants, saloons liquor-groceries in Los Angeles prior to 1900
owned by Jugoslavs. One of the most well known was the Maison Doree on North Street
operated by Jerry Illich from Dalmatia. At the age of 20 he jumped ship as a seaman in San
Francisco and worked at various restaurants, then traveled to Los Angeles and opened his own
restaurant in 1874. "Jerry's" was headquarters for political and social banquets and known for
his celebrated "Paste".

The writer would estimate from available records that the Los Angeles Colony was at
least 500 in number prior to 1900. There were two societies organized prior to 1900, those
being the Slavonian Society and the Slavonian-Croatian Society. The majority of the members
came from Dalmatia and Montenegro.

Yugoslavs in Nevada 1860's

In John S. Hittell's Commerce and Industries of the Pacific Coast, published by A.L.
Bancroft and Co. in 1882, is listed under banks: C. Novacovich, Aurora, Nevada. Of thirteen
banks in Nevada at the time, C. Novakovich was owner of one of them. The Pacific Coast
Business Directory, published by Henry G. Langley in 1867, lists C. Novakovich as proprietor
of the Merchants Exchange Hotel and agent for Wellingtons Stage Lines.

During the same period that Marco Millinovich was shot and killed at his San Francisco
saloon in Virginia City and the gunfight of Nikola Perasich at Darwin, other Jugoslavs were
arriving from San Francisco and the California gold fields, such as Nikola Barovich in Austin;
John Ivancovich, Elia and George Perasich in Carson City; Martin Brazzanovich, Nikola
Gregovich and Nikola Mersich in Columbus; John Chiatovich and Company in Lida; Mat
Coschine, Geo. Gustianovich and Alex Mandich in Pioche; Elia Chielovich, Vincent Milatovich
in Reno; and Milatovich, Mobile, Radovich, Vucanovich, Vukovich, Zenovich, Medin, Gugnina
and Lovely in Virginia City.

During the early 1860's C. Novacovich and Nikola Trianovich were in the Lander area and
had made important silver locations. The "Sclavonians" were recognized by Thompson and
West in their History of Nevada in 1881 as b~ing original silver locators and one of the first
groups of white men in the Lander area. Their silver claims can be found in the county registry
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for that period. No doubt, after making their fortune in the silver fields, they returned to their
original pursuits of restaurant, saloon and hotel keepers. Thus, Nikola Trianovich and C.
Novacovich ventured into Aurora, one of the wildest mining towns in the West in the 1860's.

At the same time that the famed silver lodes were being discovered in Virginia City,
Aurora, less than 100 miles away was becoming one of the richest silver mining towns in the
history of America. First called Esmeralda in 1860, tents sprang up overnight and the famed
Wells-Fargo cut the first road, scaling the rugged mountains to Esmeralda's 7500 foot gulches
and inaugurated freight and passenger service over the Sierra to Sacramento.

The rich mines attracted so many people that on November 25, 1861 the Nevada
Territonal Legislature established Esmeralda County, naming Aurora its County Seat.

With Aurora at the height of its mining boom, the following advertisement appeared in
the Aurora Times on Oct. 7,1864:

l<:xchange Dining Saloon
:Vlerchant's Exchange Bldg.
Corner Pine and Winnemucca,

Aurora

Tlw undersigned, one of the owners of the Merchant's Exchange
Building, would respectfully announce to his friends and the
publit: generally that he has opened the basement of the above
building as a

FIRST CLASS Dining Saloon
which will be furnished with
the best the market affords.
And Served in good style.

Board by the Day or Week
meals at all hours

Nick Trijanovich

It should be noted that a Mr. White and a Mr. Mitchell were also part owners. Mitchell
Vucanovich, a vice president and Pioneer member of the Slavonic Society in S.F. was also
known as V. Mitchell.

The Pacific Coast Business Directory for 1867 lists Novacovich as owner of the
'Vlerchants' Exchange Hotel and also agent for Wellington Stage Lines.

The lower part of the hotel was apparently the saloon and dining room operated by
Nikola Trianovich. This was one of the finest buildings in Aurora at the time. Mitchell could
also have been the owner during 1861-1867.

Nikola Trianovich operated the Atlantic Exchange Restaurant in Sacramento in 1854
with Zambelich. He was also a shareholder with John Herzo, a Dalmatian, in the Excelsior
District, Nevada Territory, in 1863. After leaving Aurora he became a pioneer of Treasure
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City, Nevada, at the beginning of the mining boom in 1869. He opened one of the first
restaurants in the White Pine District and the following ad appeared announcing his
establishment:

White Pine News dated
March 6, 1869.

Barnum's Restaurant

N. Trianovich & Company
Main Street

Treasure City
Two doors south of the

news office
Meals at all hours of

the very best

Early Pioneer

Marco Medin, pioneer from Budva, was one of the first pioneers in the Nevada territory
during the Great Silver Boom in the 1860's and 1870's. He was also one of the first Slavonians
in the territory, had a coffee stand on Market St. in 1859, and another fruit store at Kearney and
DuPont Sts. in 1860. His San ~'ranclsco nUlt Store was one of the largest establishments of its
kind in the Nevada Territory and State.

Grant H. Smith in his History of the Comstock Lode mentioned the Medin Building in
pages 53 and 54. It is interesting to note that this was one of the largest brick buildings in
Virginia City during the 1860's.

Marco married an Irish girl, Susan, either in San Francisco or Virginia City during the
1850's or early 1860's. His sons were John, Bernard, and Marco, and daughters Carry and Ann.
The United States census for 1870 lists his family as living in Virginia City. The Nevada State
Census for 1875 lists the family in White Pine County, Nevada.

As did many of the Slavonian pioneers, Marco married an Irish girl who undoubtedly
spoke English with Irish accent. He had a brother, Alexander, who was his business associate in
San Francisco during the 1850's. Alexander later opened a branch of Marco's business at
Austin, Nevada, called the Virginia Branch Store.

Struck It Rick

Silver mines were located at Hamilton and Treasure City (now ghost towns) in White Pine
County during 1869. To get in on the ground floor, Marco immediately departed for the rich
silver district. The editor of the White Pine News on April 8, 1869, noted Marco's arrival with
the following announcments:

Real Estate - Marco Medin, recently from Virginia City,
yesterday paid $14,000 in gold coin for the lot northeast corner
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of Main and Dunn Sts., Hamilton. The lots fronts 100 feet on
on Dunn St. and 75 feet on Main, and Medin intends erecting at
first a tent, but afterwards a substantial building, to be occupied
as a fruit store. Medin belongs to that class of our foreign born
citizens (Slavonians) who form a large portion of the bone and
muscle and public spirit of the mining regions of Nevada, and
we hope he may find his investment a good one.

Marco apparently changed his mind about erecting a fruit store as the Inland Empire
Newspaper in White Pine County on October 4, 1870, listed the following advertisement.

MARCO MEDIN
Bar and Billiard Room

Corner of Main and Dunn Sts.
Hamiltion Nevada
Drinks 12 1/2 c /Billiards

Marco Medin was a true pioneer and a credit to the State of Nevada. His life, labors and
energies were spent in service of many worthy efforts. He was a member of the Virginia
Exempt Fire Assn. Engine Co. No.4; a leader in the Slavonian Colony in Nevada; pioneer
wholesale fruit dealer; pioneer builder; and most of all, a pioneer builder of the State of
Nevada.

Marco invested in many of the first mining ventures and was listed as a Capitalist in the U.
S. Census. He did not restrict his efforts to wholesale fruit and saloon ventures, but also
opened and located his own silver mine and became very wealthy in the process.

Yugoslavs in Arizona

The majority of South Slavs that appeared in Arizona during the 1870's and 1880's came
from the Gold Mines of California and the Silver Mines of Nevada.

ARIZONA CENSUS OF 1870 (Samplings)

Caranaja, John 39 yrs. Farmer Yavapai Austria
Franicovich, Elias 38 yrs. Farmer Yavapai Austria
Fry,M. 24 yrs. Laborer Yavapai Austria
Gruner, Henry 31 yrs. Laborer Tucson Austria (Samplings)

A check of one County in the Great Registers for voting indicated:

Great Register of Cochise County Terr. of Arizona

1881 (Samplings)

Ragenovich, Peter
Radovich, David Johnson
Siwczynski, John
Sugich, Michael

Austria
Austria
Poland
Austria

Merchant
Cook
Miner
Miner
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Although the numbers in Arizona during the 1870's & 1880's were small, they did leave
their mark as is evidenced by the following contributions of Margaretich to mining, Grossetta
to civic affairs and politics and Mazzanovich to Indian fighting.

George Margaretich: 'He was a pioneer prospector and miner. He was born in Dalmatia
Austria. In 1842, he spent his early childhood in Dalmatia. He came to the United States in
1857, and shortly after, he became a member of a party of four young men who left Buffalo,
N. Y. and crossed the plains on horseback. They arrived in Amador County, California, 1858.
He mined and worked there until 1874. Then he went to Nevada. He mined there and was very
successful. Margaretich came to Arizona in 1879, where he lived the rest of his life. He was
important to the development of mining in Arizona. He mined at Cherry Creek at the
Wickenberg section. He prospected where he developed gold and copper mines, notably the
United Groups and Golden State mines. He mined gold and copper ore. He was considered one
of the substantial and able men of Maricopa County.'

Anthony Vincent Grossetta: Tucson could boast of no more public spirited citizen than
Anthony Vincent Grossetta who had lived in Tucson since 1880 and had been foremost in
many undertakings which had materially helped its growth as a tourist center, and as a place to
live.

In political and social circles, the world of commerce, the Grossetta family originated in
Austria. Some of that name crossed the Adriatic. Matthew, the grandfather of A. V. Grossetta
was a former stock raiser of Dalmatia, Austria, and Vincent, the father of the subject was born
near Ragusa where he was a shoe merchant. The only son who came to America was A. V.
Grossetta. Native of Ragusa, Austria, born April 27, 1856 was trained in public school, he
learned German, Slavonian and the Italian languages. When he was 12 years old he shipped
aboard a sailing vessel, and for six years cruised the high seas. He crossed the Atlantic and
worked On both English and American Ships.

In 1884 A. V. Grossetta came to America. He worked one year for the New York Central
Railroad. He went to Montreal, Canada, and connected himself with the Italian consulate for
two years. In 1887 he went to San Francisco, Los Angeles, and drifted to Tucson in 1880. He
worked for a grocer, then started his Own business in 1882. He had a small store near the
railroad station which was carried on until 1893. He was interested in the Tucson Grocery
Company and the Tucson Harware Company.

Grossetta was identified with the Tucson Building and Loan Association. He built several
homes there. He owned much local property and a well irrigated ranch 123 miles north of the
city plus a thriving orchard. He built the Tucson Opera House in 1897. Grossetta was the first
president of the Tucson Electrical Light Power Company. He was influential in organization of
the Hall Association of the Ancient Order of the United Workmen. He belonged to the Masons,
Tucson Lodge No.4 F. & A. M. Tucson, Shp. No.3 R. A. M. Arizona Commandery No.1 K.
T. also belonged to El Zaribah Temple, N. M. S. at Phoenix. Both he and his wife were
members of the Eastern Star. Grossetta was a leader in the Republican Party. He was a member
of the County Central Committee, and was a delegate to the territorial party conv.ention.

In 1900 he was the Republican nominee for the legislature, but he was defeated .. He was
in the City Council, and represented the first ward. He was an influential member of the Board
of Trade. He was approved ·by Governor Murphy a member of Board of Regents of University
of Arizona.
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Antonio Mazzanovich, 6th United States Cavalry

In :\lazzanovich's own words the following is related: 'About three P. :\l. they were all out
of sight, although we could see the smoke of their campfires coming up from behind a hollow
in thc foothills. Shortly thereafter, Geronimo rode into camp with half a dozen braves and
asked Lieutenant Overton if he would allow him one or more hours, as he wanted to see of the
tribe got what was coming to them. Three o'clock was the time that had been agreed upon as
the time for surrender. The lieutenant wired Colonel Carr for instructions.

'I happened to be standing alongside Geronimo's pony and when the old rascal was not
looking, I tried to nip one of the silver trinkets which dangled from his buckskin saddle; but I
failed, as he caught me in the act. Geronimo was a fine specimen of the Apache Indian, with
high cheekbones, a very determined face, straight mouth, thin lips. On this occasion he was 'all
dolled up' in his best, with a long war bonnet, the feathers of which trailed down on on each
side of his pony.'

Anton Mazzanovich was a member of General George Crook's Camp No.1, United Indian
War Veterans of America, Arizona Pioneers Association, Arizona Pioneers Historical Society
and Life Companion of the Order of Indian Wars of the United States, Washington D. C.

The Mazzanovich family were musicians upon coming to San Francisco in 1868. Lorenzo
and Lena Mazzanovich were listed on the United States Census of population in 1871 in Los
Angeles with four children, Anton 1860, John 1856, Paul 1858, and Lena 1869.

All of the children were born in Dalmatia, except Lena. One son John, was employed at
the Grand Opera House and the Famed Bella Union Theatre in San Francisco. They were
members of tbe Slavonic lllyric Mutual and Benevolent Society of San Francisco, organized for
less than a year, the family moved to Los Angeles. They were considered Dalmatian Pioneers
of that city and amongst its earliest residents. The Mazzanovich family was the first Dalmatian
family to settle in Los Angeles; although other Slavonian Pioneers had come earlier with their
families. They had married women of other then Dalmatian nationality.

V An Example of two Dalmatian names from the Thirteenth Century to date.

Musladin

The family Musladin originates from the village Ljubac, which belongs to the parish in
Klisevo. Ljubac is situated in a country called Primorje (this word means littoral). This country
stretches out north-west of Dubrovnik and from the village Orasac and Ljubac to the small
town Ston and the bay Klek. Primorje belongs to the district of Dubrovnik and was once a part
of the former Republic of Dubrovnik, which enjoyed a free existence until 1808. In Primorje
there is a row of villages along the seashore and a second one in the valley in the proximity.
The village Ljubac is situated in valley and an hours walk from the seashore.

The majority of the inhabitants of Ljubac have the family name Musladin. There is no
village called Musladin, but we can say the Ljubac is the village of this clan.

The parish in Klisevo, which includes Ljubac, has the church registers (Matricule) of birth
from 1707, deaths from 1786, and marriages from 1788. On basis of these registers the
genealogy of Baldo, born on May 25, 1855, has been made.
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The first Musladins born and noted are two male children both 'Florio.' The first born on
June 5th, 1735, is a distant ancestor of the above mentioned Baldo. The other was born on
October 29th 1722. The fathers and the grandfathers were usually noted in the registers. So on
the occasion of the birth of Florio I (1735) there is noted his father Peter and his grandfather
Nikola. As the oldest dated from 1707, their births are not noted. We presume that Peter was
born before 1707 (perhaps in the beginning of the 18th century or even at the end of 17th
century), while Nikola is born in 17th century. According to the dated known until now, we
know the direct ancestors of Baldo Musladin (born in 1855) from the 17th century (time of
the free republic) till now.

Many families in Dalmatia have nicknames. For instance Mate (Mathew) and his son
Baldo (born 1855) have the nickname Car (Emporor). The family name Musladin comes in
earlier times, though rarely, as Musladin, and still rarely as Muslade. Probably the
denomination Muslade was the personal name of the head of the race. Musladin means in
Croatian the son of Muslade.

The majority of Croatian and Serbian family names are the so. called 'patronimica'
(meaning drived from the personal name of the some ancestor). All peasants around Dubrovnik
are of Croatian nationality, and of Slavic origin, and thus the Musladins in Ljubac. Of course, it
does not exclude the possibility, that there were some who came from other, countries. It is
difficult to say from which language the root Muslade derives. It has no Slavic sound. There are
Turkish words begining with MUS/E/L--. The word 'musliman' meanS Moslem; 'muselim' or
'muselin' means a Turkish leader, chief or commandant and 'muselom' a kind of Turkish
soldier.

The village Ljubac is near to the province Hercegovina, which until 1878 was under the
Turkish rule. Therefore a Turkish root is possible. In Bosnia and Hercegovina a large part of
the Slavic population crossed over to the Moslem religion. They are not Turks, speak our
language but bear Turkish personal names. I respect the opinion of a prominent scientist,
turkologue and born in Bosnia, to whom I addressed for a definite explanation of this word.

To ascertain the origin of the name Musladin most attention should be taken because the
root of the word, namely musla is not of slavic origin and regarding the add din there are
different interpretations.

The word din exists as an independent word in the Arabic, having three different meaings.
The first meaning is judgement, second habit or custom and third religion or faith. In our case
the third one namely religion, shall be taken in consideration.

The oriental philogists differ in opinion upon the origin of the word din, - meaning
religion. Generally it is taken that the word din, - meaing religion, is of Persian origin and that
the Arabs accepted the word from them with the same meaning. Some orientalists believe that
the word din, - meaning religion, exists in the Arabic since the pre islam time. Anyhow, be
what may be, the Arabs used the word in that meaning and we can find it in the Koran. It is
interesting to note that the word din in the specific meaning indicates the Islamism. We know
the Arabs are the creators of the Islamism and that the Turks have accepted their religion,
becoming later the main propagators for that religion in the world as well as on the Balkan
Peninsula. Therefrom comes that the Arabic is the language of the Turkish religious cult and
erudition. Moreover, many Turkish names are of the Arabic origin too. We may find many
Turkish names ending with the add din and those are positively of the Arabic origin. Wherever
we find the ad din in those names, no doubt, there must be some connection with the religion.

That is what we may say regarding the oriental origin of the add din; let us, now consider
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CICCARELLI/KURKETIC

The name is found today in the village of Pucisce on the island of Brae, Dalmatia. It was
registered as nobility.

Of interest is the movement thru the centuries thru varied cultures and wars.

A short chronicle of events places the name:

Kukretic
Cikarelovic
Cikarelic

Ciccarellovic
Zivic
Mlinic

Klopanovic
Ciccarelli

1300:
1392:
1462:
1463:

1969:

VI.

In Neretva.
King Tvrtko gave land and title in Bosnia
Son Rados made Vojvoda
Bosnia Fell.
Dominik went to the Vatican State.
Nikola to Island of Brae, Dalmatia.
Found in South and North America as Ciccarelli.

DALMA TIAN NICKNAMES (NADIMAK)

The only valid explanation given to me for the use of nicknames was the confusion in
identification of falIlilies on the Dalmatian Islands; some villages had perhaps three basic
family names.

The use of 'Nadimak' was found quite early and is still in use.

My father is still called:

Faraunic--------Pharos
Faraon--------Same

This nadimak could have been given because the next closest island is Hvar, or in ancient
times Pharos. There are families on the Island of Hvar called Hektorovich which is the origin of
Eterovich.

A. Eterovwh Nicknames:

Karavana--Caravan
Bile-----------Whitney
Kalajure----The Priest
Kavo---------Coffee

B. Eterovich Variations

Jerolim de Hectare
Eturevic
Ektorovic
Etorovic
Eterovic-Soric
Eterovic-Harzic

Lovac--------Hunter
Katrida-----Chair
Buho/Gluho----Flea/Deaf
Mravak----The Ant

Eterovic-Palusic
Eterovic-Ramuza
Eterovic-Fortunic
Eterovic-Bokanic
Eterovic-Sterklic
Hektore-Hektoreo
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C. Ljubetic Nicknames

Kapoker
Drstul.
Marelovreton
Blum
Cozic
Letun
VUini

Slipas
Markanicic
Art,ista
Benedeto
Biba
Pice
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Kapologo
Bucic-Majko
Pin-Kotica
Steka
Donko
Jerolo
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Archives of Serbia and Montenegro 
http://www.arhiv.sv.gov.yu/e1000001.htm 

Borders Before and after Yugoslavia 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borders_before_and_after_Yugoslavia 

Imenik mesta u Jugoslaviji  Gazetteer of Yugoslavia, 1972. 
This title is part of the Family History Center Microfiche Project. Ask your Family 
History Center director for more information  
The BYU Family History Center does NOT have this Film Number (6053513 ) 

Słownik geograficzny krolestwa Polskiego = Geographical dictionary of the 
kingdom of Poland and other slavonic countries 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/fhlcatalog/supermainframeset.asp?display=title
details&titleno=1298440&disp=S%C5%82ownik+geograficzny+krolestwa+Pols%20%2
0&columns=*,0,0
 
FamilySearch Wiki
http://wiki.familysearch.org 
 
Slovenian Genealogy Society International, Inc.
http://www.sloveniangenealogy.org/html/online_resources.html 




