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THE GOALS OF HISTORICAL DEMOGRAPHY

In recent decades European historical
demographerr have set for themselves two
objectives. First, they have tried to
gather as much evidence as possible about
the basic facts of birth, death, marri­
age, and migration, so as to be able to
study long-term patterns and variations
in patterns in the different European
countries. Second, they have also tried
to cane to grips with the problem of
social structure, conceiving structure as
involving the study of families, house­
holds, and kin groups, as well as large,
inelusive social classes. It cannot be
said about any of these areas of research
that the quest for basic information is
now over. While we have a good idea
about what was going on in the western
parts of Europe, much of the rest of the
continent remains unexplored in this
sense. The por,trait of the historic
populations of Europe is being painted by
means of very small brush strokes, and it
will be some time before the entire
portrait will be finished. At the same
time, however, it has to be said that we
now have a far better idea of what
perspective and colors to use in such a
portrait than did historians three or
four decades ago.

The work has proceeded slowly because it
has sought to build generalizations on
the basis of population enumerations and
surveys that have the form of lists of
indiViduals, rather than on the basis of
aggregated statistics. Because the
origins, intentions, and procedures of
such surveys are not always known.
historians have had to proceed very

carefully in order to gain the best
possible understanding of What the data
in the sources really mean. It has been
necessary to decide what camnunities are
representa~ive of regional populations,
how missing data can be inferred from the
evidence that is available, how to link
individuals into larger units such as
families and households, and how to
obtain evidence about population changes
over a period of time when ortlysingle­
year enumerations are available. The
time involved in such work has been
reduced considerably by the availability
of the cooputer to process the data that
can be fed into it. but even the computer
has not eliminated the hU:'ldreds of
decisions and interpretations that have
to be made in the data preparation stage.

THE SITUATION IN EASTERN EUROPE

Research concerning basic population
patterns in eastern European history has
not proceeded as quickly as such work for
the western are'2s, for several inter­
related reasons. Generally speaking,
eastern European scholars developed
interests in demographic research only
recently; and even now, far less research
time in eastern European academies,
institutes, and universities is devoted
to demographic topics than in comparable
institutions in the West. There is also
the fact that in researching historical
quantitative sources, eastern European
scholars are far more likely to concen­
trate on economic matters, in the belief
that changes in the ecoUOOlic substructure
of past societies has produced demo­
graphic changes. In this conception,
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demographic evidence is of secondary
importance; and population studies that
are not linked to econanic changes are
considered to have been inadequately
researched. Since western scholars are
not always guided by such a philosophy,
they have been more free to concentrate
on population questions as such in the
expectation that in due course demo­
graphic and economic research will be
integrated when the basic facts in each
domain have been established. In any
case, the work that has been done by
western scholars on eastern European
sources suggests very strongly that the
potential of such sources for yielding
extensive and accurate evidence is very
great. What we know now about population
changes in eastern Europe falls largely
into the period from 1800 to the present.
Evidence fran the pre-nineteenth-century
era is still sparse, and most of the
basic work still needs to be done. Even
so, because of the advances in the west,
it is possible to use the western
experience as a guide to evaluate eastern
European sources. The availability of
western evidence also allows substantive
findings about the east to be stated in a
comparative fashion.

TIlE MAJOR EASTERN EUROPEAN SOURCES

One of the problems facing eastern
European population research in the
premodern period is the unstable
political history of the region. The
authorities that collected population
information changed frequently, and the
areas their surveys covered were not
likely to have the same boundaries for
long periods of time. Even in a
relatively limited geographical area,
population sources can exist in several
different languages and employ very
different techniques of enumeration. In
the Baltic provinces of the Russian
Empire, for example, the best sources for
the seventeenth century--cadasters--are
in German or Swedish; the most detailed
sources for the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries--the soul revisions--were
carried out in German; and the first
modern census of the Russian Elnpire, in
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1897, was taken in the Russian language.
Because of the territorial changes, the
researcher can never be sure t in
addition, that even the locality that
shows up in all three sources included
exactly the same area. Conversely, a
local camnunity may appear in one census
and disappear in another because the
census takers defined the region
differently in each document. The
discontinuities in language and
geography, therefore, make long-term
studies very difficult, especially on
subjects that require consistent data.
There also exist, in these sources, the
normal problems of all premodern
population documents: undercounting;
imprecise ages; limited number of first
names and,' surnames; and weak linking
information, so that, for instance, tw

brothers living in different households
cannot be identified as brothers. The
list of such problems could be easily
extended, and few of them are peculiar to
the east. In any case, there are four
major types of sources which are
available for eastern Europe, and I will
discuss their characteristics by
reference to the concrete examples that
are available from the history of the
Russian Baltic provinces.

Cadasters

The land census, or cadaster, was usually
initiated by a regional or national
government that wanted to levy a new tax
and needed information on how much land
was available to be taxed. Within that
general concern, a cadaster could be made
to serve other purposes, depending upon
what additional, more specialized
information the authorities wanted at the
time. They might be interested in how
much livestock individuals possessed;
what types of crops were being grown; how
much land was in arable, in pasture, in
waste, or how much was flooded; and,
finally, who the people were who
inhabited the land. I have placed people
as the final concern, for, indeed, in
cadasters the counting of human
populations was deemed far less important
than the measurement of material goods.
This means that even though human
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populations are dealt with in almost all
cadasters that I have seen, we cannot
expect too much precise information about
them. In the Baltic province of Uvland,
for example, the Swedish authorities
carried out cadastral surveys from 1601
to 1638, and again in 1688, in the course
of which the Latvian-language peasantry
of the area was caught up for the first
time in histo'! in a systematic counting
of any sort. But in the cadastral
record itself, as shown in figure 1, we
find the information about human beings
to be relatively imprecise. The survey
expedition was interested in able-bodied
males primarily; and in their ages only
insofar as the male population needed to
be divided between those below and over
fifteen years. Moreover, the records of
the expeditions indicate that systematic
inquiry was not carried out in all of the
inhabited parts of the province; and that
the surveyors took information variously
from peasants themselves, from estate
authorities, and sanetimes fran peasants
reporting about the conditions in the
farmsteads of other peasants. While
certain estimates can be made on this
evidence about the total population of
the province, these estimates have to
remain guesswork.

Nonetheless, even relatively weak surveys
such as the cadasters can be of sane use
for investigating human populations.
Trough we cannot expect to derive from
them accurate statistics about birth,
death, marriage, and migration, the
enumeration in them of coresident males
allows for inferences about family struc­
ture. Figure 1, which contains
transcribed entries from the 1638
cadaster, shows how this is true. We
first make note of all of the males
mentioned in the entry and develop an
ideograph on the basis of the relation­
ships stated as existing among them.
This yields what might be called the core
of the male population, and the entire
series ~ideographs for a particular
locality or region will reflect, however
roughly, the distribution of structures
based on kin links among males. The
specific methodology by means of which
the analyst can proceed from such ideo-
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graph series to generalizations about
aspects of family life has been worked
out by the anthropologist Eugene A.
Hannnel, who faced similar problems in
dealing
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with medieval documents from

Serbia. An analysis based on the
structure of coresident groups of males
allows us to form a rough estimate about
th~ relative frequency of simple and
canp1ex family groups, when canplexity is
defined as growing out of male links •
Thus we should be able to tell approxi­
mately how frequently married sons were
still in residence with their fathers,
how many farmsteads had married brothers
living in them, and how many were headed
by simple families. It is understood in
records of, this kind that certain kinds
of complexity will remain entirely
undetected: widowed elderly mothers
living with married sons, unmarried
sisters living with married brothers who
had becane heads, and so forth. In the
absence of anything better, however, even
a record of males constitutes a step away
fran ignorance.

If the cadaster contains enough informa­
tion on human populations to make an
expanded inquiry worthwhile, the obvious
next step is to link demographic data (in
this case data about family structure)
with the econanic information available
in the document. As other cadasters, the
1638 Livland survey contained a notation
about the size of the peasant I s land ,
which normally was an areal measure
indirectly. That is, in Livland, peasant
land was measured in Haken (Latin: uncus;
Latvian: arkls), which meant the amount
of land that could Sbe worked with one
horse and one plow. How much actual
acreage a Haken represented apparently
varied from place to place and from
region to region. Nonetheless,
premodern surveys often took the Haken
(or sane similar unit) as a basic measure
not only for the holding size of
peasants, but also as the unit on the
basis of which the peasant's obligation
to the landowner was determined. In the
premodern centuries in the Baltic, a
"typical" peasant holding was said to
have consisted of 1/4 Haken, as is the
case with many of our examples in figure
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1. In addition, the cadaster also stated
the amO\lllt of different kinds of grain
the peasant had sowed and the nlJIDber 0 f
different types of livestock he
possessed. On occasion, in the cadaster,
it was also noted what dues in labor,
money, or kind the peasant owed to the
estate owner, but there were other estate
documents that described this matter more
precisely.

Experience with single-year surveys of
any kind in other European countries has
revealed the limits of the generaliza­
tions that can be based on them. Even if
males-only ideographs are obtained, we
still know that each ideograph does not
exhibit the "structure" which that family
had f0l; the entirety of its develoI'J!ental
cycle. The absence of ages for farm­
stead heads in the 1638 cadaster prevents
the simulation of develoI'J!ental cycle,
and consequently statements as to what
the "typical" regional familial patterns
might have been have to be made with
great care. Moreover, the mention of
very few proper names in the cadaster
makes it impossible for genealogical
searches to be carried out with any
degree of accuracy; for that purpose
other doclJIDents might be of greater
assistance.

Manorial Rolls

The expansion of the importance of the
landed estate as a basic unit in the
rural economy of eastern Europe meant
that the nature of the peasant labor
force on each estate was of grave concern
to the estate owner. Peasants, who were
more often than not enserfed, were the
only source of agricultural labor, and
the farmsteads or village households in
which they lived served as the basis of
calculating the dues (in labor, money,
and kind) that were owed to the
landowner. Oftentimes these dues were a
matter of customary, unwritten
understanding; but as estate owners
turned more to distant markets for the
agricultural yield of their estates,
record keeping became a more serious
business. A clear record of what was
owed by each peasant holding became
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increasingly necessary, and one result
was the creation of account books which,
in English, have come to be referred to
generically as "manorial rolls." In the
Baltic provinces these doclJIDents were
called Wackenbncher, and they figure
prominently in the land records of
estates until the early nineteent9
century, when serfdom was abolished.
The format and content of these sources
varied greatly from estate to estate, and
some estates had none at alL One
obstacle to asslJIDing that they reflected
reality at a given point in time is that
they could not be drawn up every year;
and it is frequently impossible, even
from internal evidence, to know precisely
when they .were created. Sane Wacken­
bucher were u~jated continuously, and
sane were not; furthermore, in all the
WackenbUcher that have survived, it is
true that detailed information on human
population was again not the principal
concern. Consequently, the utility of a
particular WacY~nbuch for population
history depends very much on the detail
which was originally introduced in it by
the agents of the landowner when it was
first drawn up.

As can be seen frOlll figures 2a and 2b,
Wackenbucher formats could vary a great
deal, sometimes having entirely hand­
written formats and sometimes printed
ones. The reason for their existence was
to prOVide a record of dues, and thus
most of the information in them revolves
around thst central concern. Some
estates noted dues only (2b), while
others used additional columns in which
it was noted whether a particular holding
had on it a full peasant family, whether
that family had able-bodied males in it,
whether there were present farmhands who
could do work, and so forth (2a). The
expectation that Wackenbiicher will yield
precise population statistics is again
unwarranted, but the best of them do
allow for the creation of family struc­
ture ideographs based on links between
males, and for the use of the Hammel
analysis mentioned in connection with the
cadasters. As far as aggregated popula­
tion figures are concerned, Wackenbiicher
are even poorer sources than the
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cadasters. Cadasters were normally
produced by expeditions of enumerators
where assigrnnent was to cover an entire
region, while the Wackenbucher were
concerned with the conditions on
particular estates and owed their
existence to the willingness of
particular landowners to cover the costs
(in man-hours) of drawing them up.

A very good Wackenbuch, however, in which
at least the male members and the approx­
imate size of the peasant family can be
identified, will yield extremely impor­
tant information about a dimension of
peasant existence which is not recorded
anywhere else. In a cadaster, we can
obtain data about the actual "wealth" of
a peasant family: the amounts of seed
that were sown, the numbers of different
kinds of livestock and working animals
that were present, and the relative
"size" (in Eaken) of the holding. In the
Wackenbuch,--onthe other hand, we have a
record of how much of a peasant family's
labor time, crop yield, and new animals
had to be surrendered annually to the
estate owner. If these records are
linked, the possibility exists for cal­
culating, however roughly, the material
conditions of life of peasant families in
relation to their size and membership.
Such calculations will always be hased on
evidence which is less neat then we would
like it to be; for instance, the linked
records may not be from the same year.
On the other hand, in the Baltic area,
peasants' holdings and the physical
structures on them had unique names,
which did not chauge as their inhabitants
came and went, thus creating some con­
tinuity in the data. The expectation
that we will obtain a perfect record for
individual peasant families in the
premodern period is not likely ever to be
fulfilled, but, as I suggested in connec­
tion with the cadasters, even poor infor­
mation constitutes a step away from
ignorance concerning populations which
did not keep, and could not have kept,
records of their own.

From the historian's viewpoint, the
Wackenbiicher differ from cadasters also
in the time dimension that is implied in
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the social statistics they provide. The
picture yielded by a cadaster is a static
picture; it is description of conditions
at a point in time. In the cadaster we
do not find any evidence that would allow
us to infer the patterns of the chrono­
logical or agricultural year. But in
Wackenbiicher (e.g., figure 2b) there is a
time dimension implied in the statistics
on labor service. Thus in figure 2b, we
note that the family of the peasant
Skreies Jahnis had to send for work on
the manor farm one man with a horse for
1-1/2 days a week during the entire year,
one man without a horse 1-1/2 days a week
from 23 April (St. George's Day) to 29
September (St. Michael's Day); and one
man for 3/," of a day each week from 29
September 'to 23 April, that is, during
the winter months. In addition to these
normal obligations (Ordinair-Gehorch) ,
additional obligations (Hulf!H?"horch)
entailed thirty-two days oTamBtr-horse
team, and forty-eight days of a man
alone, during the StDIDDer months; and a
lesser amount of additional labor during
the winter period. Assuming that each
peasant family met its obligations
regularly, it is possible (in theory) to
calculate labor movement within the
estate for the major periods of the cycle
of the agricultural year: that is, to
identify the most important framework of
the minutiae of peasant existence. No
such possibility is offered by a
cadaster, nor by the other records we
shall mention. Thus, in spite of the
imprecise population figures, the
manorial rolls can be used to add an
important element to the portrait of the
everyday life of the peasantry.

Parish Registers

In the Baltic, as elsewhere in eastern
Europe, the parish clergy tried to keep
continuous records of births, deaths, and
marriages in their congregations, as well
as information on who stood as godparents
for baptized children, how much each
worshiping family tithed, the expenses of
the church, who was undergoing training
for confirmation, who attended regularly,
and who did not. These continuous
records have come to be known generically
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as "parish registers" in English; in th!l
Baltic they were termed Kirchenbucher.
Certain kinds of evidence from them--such
as the records of births, deaths, and
marriages--have been used widely in
historical demographic analysis for
deriving a wide variety of rates and
measures: fertility and mortality rates,
ages at first marriage, marriage rates,
age differences between husbands and
wives, ages of wives at first childbirth,
the spacing of children, illegitimacy
rates, and longevity rates. These
measures have been extracted from parish
registers by means of the method of
family reconstitution, which was
introduced into historical demographi§
research by French and English scholars.
Because of the way these records were
kept, with entries about individual
members of a particular family being made
over a long stretch of historical time,
the entire demographic record of a family

. has to be reassembled by the analyst; it
does not appear in anyone place in the
register. Moreover, there are certain
kinds of crucial information which parish
registers do not yield; for example,
information on coresidence, or on the
networks of kinship existing within a
community at a particular point in time.
Not all of the existing register
information has been used systematically;
for example, the analysis of godparent­
hood in the European setting remains to
be accomplished. Nonetheless, the
application of the family reconstitution
procedure to parish registers has yielded
an imnense amount of precise demographic
information about the "common" people of
Europe, which has made it possible for
their experiences to become a part of the
total historical record.

The best parish registers in England and
France reach back into the sixteenth
century, while in the Baltic, registers
do not become u~ilble until the middle of
the eighteenth. Apparently, precise
record keeping at the parish level was
not required of clergymen before that
time; and, in the localities where parish
registers were kept for earlier periods,
documentary loss has been considerable
through fires and other accidents.
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Parish registers ceased to be kept in the
traditional style in 1832, when a new
kind of registration was introduced; and
therefore, in the Baltic, family recon­
stitution for the peasantry can seldom be
carried out for a period longer than a
century, that is, perhaps three genera­
tions. This contrasts sharply with
possibilities in the west, where the best
registers (e.g., Colyton) have yielded
continuous informati~~ for as long as
three hundred years. In the single
instance of attempted reconstitution (in
the Estonian-speaking area of the prov­
inces) continuous records started in the
last l~ecades of the seventeenth cen­
tury.

One major obstacle to successrul long­
term family reconstitution· projects in
serf areas of eastern Europe, including
the Baltic, is the highly irregular
naming practices in the premodern period.
The reconstitution method is based on the
linking of names of individuals so that
the analyst can gather onto a single form
scattered entries about individuals
belonging to the same family. But in the
Baltic and other serf areas, the use of
surnames to identify individuals was not
a Widespread practice. A register
designation which appears to contain a
surname may just as likely be the
individual's Christian name together with
the name of the farmstead on which that
.individual was residing. In the Baltic,
the names of farmsteads did not change
with changes of their residents;
therefore, there is no guarantee that an
individual can be unequivocally linked to
any other individual if the linking is
attempted on a name basis only. An
individual A liVing on farmstead X would
have his name listed as A-X in one year,
but if he changed residences and started
to live on farmstead Z in the following
year, his name would change to A-Z.
Ancillary sources, though helpful, are
themselves subject to the same
limitations •

Though the success of family reconsti­
tution in the Baltic remains in doubt
until more registers are experimented
with, the registers can be a source of
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other kims of information valuable for
understanding the family lives of
enserfed peasants. On occasion,
clergymen drew up household lists and
entered these in the church record~3

apparently for their own reference.
Lists of this kind, of course, can be
analyzed for structural information. In
scme parishes, energetic clergymen kept
relatively thorough records on the pre­
paration of young people for confirma­
tion, which involved an assessment of
their level of literacy. Along this same
line, at least One clergyman in the
province of Kurland kept literacy
statistics for his parish for the entire
period of his service, producing tabular
entries in the register about the IlIJIllber
of persons in each peasant household who
could read, who coul'\tr'ite, and who had
both of these skills. Sane clergy kept
continuous aggregated records on church
attendance, as well as aggregated annual
records on the IlIJIllber of births, deaths,
and marriages among their parishioners.
Finally, an underutilized type of
evidence pertains to the practice of
godparenthood or sponsorship, which can
be interP13ted as an aspect of social
structure. Through sponsors, peasant
parents tried to enlarge the number of
adults who would have responsibility for
the baptized child if the parents
themselves happened to die, and this very
significant practice can suggest the
degree of importance attached to dif­
ferent kims of kinfolk (if kin were
chosen as sponsors) or to unrelated
people who must have been linked with
bonds of friendship to the parental
couple. All of these different kinds of
evidence cannot be expected to appear in
any regular fashion, since with a change
of the parish clergymen the condition of
the registers could change dramatically.
A series of responsible clergymen,
however, could produce a continuous
record of evidence about the structures
of everyday life to which the analyst
could not obtain an entry in any other
way. The main imnediate obstacle is the
location of the Baltic parish records,
the bulk of which are in Riga or Tallinn
in the USSR and therefore not accessible
for extended analysis.
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Soul Revisions

Starting with the early eighteenth
century and ending in 1859, the Imperial
government of Russia carried out ten
major tax censuses, which were supposed
to create a basis for calculating the
amount of hf~d tax owed by localities to
th", Crown. Similar capitation tax
censuses were carried out elsewhere in
eastern Europe, but because the Russian
census-the soul revision-is prohably
the best known I will discuss the
potential of these sources in terms of
the Russian example, particularly 'doth
reference to the revisions in the Baltic
area. The Baltic provinces appeared
relatively" late in the series: Livland
and Estland in the fourth revision, and
Kurland in the fifth in 1797. The early
revisions apparently enumerated only
males, but depending on the region,
coverage in time became better. The
Kurland revision in 1797, for example,
enumerated all persons regardless of sex
or age; the next one, in 1811, fell hack
to the males-only procedure; but the next
one after 1811, in 1831'7 again used the
more thorough approach. There do not
exist at this time complete inventories
describing the contents of particular
revisions in localities for any region of
the empire, and the quantitative analyses
of them carried out by Russian scholars
have normally referred only to aggregated
figures. Thus we do not yet know whether
microanalysis of families, households,
and kin groups is possible for a wide
selection of localities or whether such
possibilities exist for only a small
number of sites.

In the final analysis the thoroughness of
these enumerations depended very much on
the trouble the local authorities wanted
to go to. Apparently, only summary
statistics were sent to St. Petersburg,
and thus scme local enumerators did no
more than count individuals in order to
get sunmary figures. Other officials,
however, used the opportunity to obtain
detailed information about the localities
under their jurisdiction, and therefore
left the historian with exceptionally
fine records to analyze. In the Baltic
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area, this was true of both the
countryside and the city (see figures 3a
and 3b), and the resulting documents
provide evidence for answering a long
series of historical demographic
questions.

The format of the revisions was rela­
tively simple. The enumerator was
required to list all males of a parti­
cular inhabited locality, most often a
serf estate, and to subdivide that list
into groups of people who were not
subject to the head tax, those who were,
and special groupings such as Jews.

. These subdivisions varied from province
to province, but the ultimate concern was
a figure on the basis of which the
necessary tax calculations could be made.
Beyond these requirements, the enumerator
was free to include as much (or as
little) detail as he wished. It appears
that in the Baltic area each revision,
became the basis for the next one, so
that the revision after 1797 in Kurland
and after 1782 in Livland usually
contained three columns, as in figure
3a. The first of these listed
individuals as they appeared in the last
revision, the second a notation to what
had happened to those persons since the
last revision (whether they had died, or
moved to another camnunity, or were now
liVing in another household in the same
cOlllllunity), and the final column, if that
person was still present, noted his or
her name and age as of the year of the
revision being carried out. The
revisions were supposed to be made in
intervals of fifteen years; in practice,
this usually meant sixteen or seventeen
years. In the Baltic, as a consequence
of the early emancipation of serfs in the
1817-1820 period, there were additional
revisions just before and during the
emancipation so that in these provinces
the sequence of available documents is
somewhat different than elsewhere.

These records constitute, in essence, a
series of household censuses, since in
most areas the enumerators produced not
only lists of undifferentiated names, but
subdivided the lists, within each larger
category, into the residential units in
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which people actually lived. This means
that each revision can be subjected to
the kind of household list analysis that
has been pioneeri~ by Peter Las1ett and
his colleagues. Moreover, since a
sequence of revisions exists, it is also
possible to do population turnover
studies, to obtain statistical measure­
ments of the changes 1'9 local population
for a series of years. Either of these
two exercises can be carried out without
reference to the names of particular
individuals, if one chooses to focus on
such matters as age structure and
household structure and the movement of
persons in or out of the estate, as in a
turnover study. As far as the study of
the life cycle of particular individuals
is concerned, the possibilities are
somewhat weaker , since the interval
between revisions does not allow for an
easy tracing of people from one revision
to the next. Moreover, there is the
problem of names, already mentioned in
connection with the sources discussed
earlier.

Most of the revisions list persons in the
context of their residential groups, and
very frequently they give the connection
a person had to the head of that group.
Consequently, these sources permit the
analysis of the structure of a family as
it existed at the lIlCIIlent of the revision.
A few revision documents go beyond this,
however, and thus enhance the possibility
of idenz&fying the composition of kin
groups. In a few revisions the
enumerator added to the name of each
listed individual the name of that
hdividual 's father, or sane other senior
relative, and indicated where that
relative was living if the two were not
coresidents. This added dimension of the
data allows the analyst to produce, with
a high degree of accuracy, a -more
canplete genealogical record for each of
the persons on the list, unless that
person is a recent in-migrant.

If such additional information is not
available, it is possible to attempt the
linking of a revision and the parish
register of a particular locality. In
this manner the analyst can track down
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the connections between people living in
separate households, and can determine
whether persons who are living alone,
that is, without any relatives in the
household, are indeed alone when examined
in the context of the whole canmunity.
Without such a corrective one might
misinterpret the data by assuming that
the incidence of, for example, 2fphanhood
was far larger than in reality. In the
Baltic it was a characteristic of
farmhand families that they put rela­
tively young children out to work in
other farmsteads.

In the Baltic area, a sharp break in the
nature of personal identification came
with the emancipation of serfs. With the
acquisition of personal freedom, and with
the possibility of migration within the
province as well as beyond it, peasants
were judged to be in need of surnames so
that records about them could be kept
more easily. The surnames enter the
parish registers and the revision
documents during t~ 1820s and in the
revision of 1833. The reason for
characterizing this as a sharp break is
that the surname a peasant family
acquired was not necessarily derived from
the name of the farmstead in which they
were living or by reference to the name
they may have had before the emancipa­
tion. The procedures for granting
surnames to peasants differed fran place
to place. In some cases peasants were
asked by enumerators the surname they
wished to adopt, and it turned out that
sane peasant families had already been
using surnames even though these did not
appear in official documents. In sane
cases, there was no match between new
surnames and old ones, or between the new
ones and the place-names in the locality
in which the peasants lived. In some

9

cases, peasants were assigned surnames
rather arbitrarily; for example, they
might be assigned a Latvianized form of
the German name of the estate owner on
whose land the peasant lived. Sometimes,
these surnames were created entirely ad
hoc, being based on the peasant's
physical appearance or sane other factor.
The consequence of this procedure was
that the records after the emancipation
cannot be matched very easily with· those
of the pre-emancipation period, if the
record linking is conducted on a name
basis only. Genealogical searches
frequently have to stop with the
emancipation, because there is no way of
matching names before and after this
period. !'

In terms of the development of documen­
tary sources for the study of Baltic
populations, the "premodern" period ends
with the soul revision of 1859. The next
enumeration, in 1881, was a modern
census. In it, what the analyst loses in
terms of data for the study of family and
household structure, he gains in terms of
evidence for exploring the variation in
demographic patterns over the entire
Baltic area. The original forms of the
1881 census may no longer exist, and
therefore the 1859 revision is probably
the last of the Baltic surveys in which
structural evidence is obtainable.
Similar shifts in the nature of popula­
tion sources occurred in most of the
eastern European countries in the second
half of the nineteenth century, or in the
decades imnediately preceding World War
1. The published results of modern
censuses require very different proce­
dures of analysis and therefore a
discussion of th~3may be safely left for
another occasion.
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1
A good survey of current developments in historical demography, especially as

they pertain to the history of the family, is the special "Family" issue of Daedalus
(Spring, 1977); see, in particular, the essay by E. A. Wrigley, pp. 71-86.

2Leszek A. Kosinski, "Sources of Demographic Statistics in East Central
Europe," in L. A. Kosinski, ed., Demographic Developments in Eastern Europe (New York,
1977), pp. 64-75; and other essays in this volume.

3Edgars Dunsdorfs, Vidzemes arklu revizijas, 1601-1638 (Riga: University of
Latvia, 1938); and by the same author, Der grosse schwedische Kataster in Livland,
l681~1710 (Stockholm: Wahlstron and Widstrand, 1950).

4E• A. Hamnel, "The Zadruga as Process," in Peter Laslett and Richard Wall,
OOs., Household and Family in Past Time (Cambridge, Engl.: Cambridge University Press,
1972), pp. 335-73.

5
E. Dunsdorfs, "Zum Hakenproblem," Commentationes Baltical I (1953), pp. 1-26.

6
The use of the developnental cycle concept in analysis of European historical

materials is discussed in Lutz K. Berkner, "The Stem Family and the Developnental
Cycle of the Peasant Household: An Eighteenth-century Austrian Example," American
Historical Review LXXXVII (1972), pp. 398-418.

7
A detailed analysis of this type of source can be found in Edgars Dunsdorfs,

Uksensernas Vidzemes muizu saimniecibas gramatas, 1624-1654 (Riga, 1935).

8A discussion of record keeping in the Baltic Lutheran Church is to be found
in B. Gruner-Salgaln, "Kirchenarchiv und Kirchenchronik," Baltische Monatschrift evIU
(1904), pp. 231-47.

9See E. A. Wrigley, "Family Reconstitution," in E. A. Wrigley, ed., An
Introduction to English Historical Demography (New York: Basic Books, 1966), pp.
96-159; and M. Fleury and L. Henry, Des registers paroissiaux a l'histoire de la
population (Paris: INED, 1956).

lOHermann von Bruiningk, "Die alteren Kirchenbucher .LivIands," Sitzungsbe­
richte der Gesellschaft fur Geschichte und Altertumskunde der Ostseeprovinzen
Russlands (1898), pp. 46-67.

llE. A. Wrigley, "Mortality in Pre-industrial England: The Example of Colyton,
Devon, aver Three Centuries," Daedalus 97 (1968), pp. 546-80.

12Heldur Palli, "Parish Registers, Revisions of Land and Souls, Family
Reconstitution and Household in 17th and 18th Century Estonia," in Sune Akerman, ed.,
Chance and Change (Odense, 1978), pp. 143-46.

13Examples of the different kinds of information that can be obtained in the
Baltic parish registers can be found in the transcribed, edited, and printed excerpts
of Livland registers in Lauma Sloka, ed., Vidzemes draudzu kronikas (Riga: Valsts
archivs, 1925-27).

BYU FHL
Comment on Text
HB 3583 .W7 1966a




522/Plakans 16

14Latmla Sloka, ed., Kurzemes draudzu kronikas (Riga: Valsts archivs, 1930),
vol. 9, part 2, pp. 19, 25, 220, 246.

15See E. A. Hammel, Alternative Social Structures and Ritual Relations in the
Balkans (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1968).

16v. M. Kabuzan, Izmeneniia v razmeshchenii naseleniia Rossii v XVIII - pervoi
polovine XIXX v., po materialam revizii (Moscow, 1971).

17
A discussion of the revisions in the Baltic area can be found in Andrejs

Plakans, "Peasant Farmsteads and Households in the Baltic Littoral, 1797," Comparative
Studies in Society and History XVII (1975), pp. 2-35.

18peter Laslett, "The Study of Society Structure from Listings of Inhabi­
tants," in E. A. Wrigley, ed. An Introduction to English Historical Demography (New
York: Basic Books, 1966), pp. 160-208.

19See the chapter on population turnover, "Clayworth and Cogenhoe," in Peter
Laslett, Family Life and Illicit Love in Earlier Generations (Cambridge, Eng!.:
Cambridge University Press, 1977).

20
Andrejs Plaksns, "Identifying Kinfolk Beyond the Household," Journal of

Family History II (1977), pp. 3-27.

21Andrej s Plakans, "Parentless Children in the Soul Revisions," in David
Ransel, ed., The Family in Imperial Russia (Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
1978), pp. 77-102.

22
See Arveds Svabe, Latvijas vesture, 1800-1914 (Uppsala, 1958), pp. 114-62.

23The kinds of systematic evaluation of nineteenth-century censuses that make
them useful for the study of social structure and population are discussed in E. A.
Wrigley, ed., Nineteenth Century Society (Cambridge, Engl.: Cambridge University
Press, 1972). Similar evaluations need to be carried out on all of the eastern
European censuses, but very few attempts have been made in that direction.
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Other Resources Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
 

Baltic States Cindy’s List Links 
http://www.cyndislist.com/baltic.htm 

Eastern Europe Resources 
http://www.lib.umich.edu/area/Slavic/resdirhome.html 

Estonian Historical Archives 
http://www.eha.ee/english/english.htm 

State Archives of Latvia 
http://www.arhivi.lv/index.php?&3 

Lithuanian State Archives 
http://www.archyvai.lt/archyvai/selectLanguage.do?language=en 

Lithuanian Global Genealogical Society 
http://www.lithuaniangenealogy.org/ 
 
FamilySearch Wiki
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page

http://www.cyndislist.com/baltic.htm
http://www.eha.ee/english/english.htm
http://www.archyvai.lt/archyvai/selectLanguage.do?language=en
http://www.lithuaniangenealogy.org/
http://www.lib.umich.edu/area/Slavic/resdirhome.html
http://www.arhivi.lv/index.php?&3
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/Main_Page



