Ways to Determine the Distribution of a Surname in the World and in Individual Countries

publicprofiler/worldnames

www.publicprofiler.org/worldnames/
Contains names of 300 million people in 26 countries

Taken from Telephone Directories and Electoral Registers for the years 2000-2005

Contains predominantly adults representing approximately 1 billion people

Contains 8 Million unique surnames

Frequency Per Million (FPM) compares the occurrence of a name to the overall population in an area.

Surname search results can be viewed at four levels:

Worldwide

Continent – select from worldwide map

Country divided into coarse administrative regions – select from continent map

Country with regions subdivided into administrative localities – select country again

Other types of searches are available.

Area and Ethnicity searches are less useful to genealogists.

Using the 1881 English Census to Determine the Distribution of a Surname In England

Advanced Search at FamilySearch.org offers an every name search of the 1881 British census.

The search engine used by FamilySearch is based on how names sound and not how they are spelled so that one search will give multiple spellings that sound similar.

An estimated year of birth can be used to limit the number of hits obtained by a search.  It was found that using a birth year of 1880 gave results comparable to those obtained when no birth year was specified.  The number of hits, however, was much more manageable with a specified birth year.

This method may be difficult to use when a surname is very common.

Use of this method with other census records is possible but likely will be more difficult.

