Minneapolis, Minnesota

3 October 2010

Dear Abstractors,

I have given you assignments for the entire RREA 14 (2008) issue, which represents a slight change to previous practice. In addition to the Guidelines for Abstractors and Original Reviewers, I want to emphasize a few additional points:

The drop-deadline is 1 December 2010; there are also interim deadlines of 1 October and 1 November. Rather than wait until the Thanksgiving holiday break to tool-up for the entire set of assignments, I want your work as you complete it. Therefore, send me your abstracts all in one bunch by 15 October, or in two to three groups as of the interim deadlines. 
Do not wait until the deadline to send me everything. If you can't complete all the abstracts assigned, contact others on the list and ask for help. Conversely, if you are willing to take on more abstracts, please let the entire list know as soon as possible.

Please prepare a pithy page of polished prose. Do not devote too much space to the intellectual background that the IFB reviewer may give (sometimes at great length). Your conclusions or evaluations should be supported by the descriptive evidence. 
Follow the examples in the Guidelines for Abstractors document – they are as appropriate today as when they were drawn up in 1992. To wit: 
Content

a. Emphasize:

· the scope of the work

· its bibliographic history

· comparisons to other works

· interesting and informative substantive information conveyed in the review—a telling detail or two about the subject matter, something memorable about the author or the sponsoring organization, or other "background" information provided by the review [but be judicious here]

· bottom-line recommendation (or lack thereof)

b. De-emphasize

· more detailed information regarding the work's organization and formal apparatus, such as chapter and section breakdowns

c. Include references to earlier RRE reviews, or to IFB reviews if an important title was not covered in RRE.

· [Examples follow. Use the RREO web site to search for abstracts for previous editions/volumes or for related works. In the case of earlier volumes or editions, use the English translation given earlier if possible. If you don't have easy access to the earlier RREA number(s), cite the RREO number(s).]

Some examples of citation practice from RREA 13 (2007):

1)
19 
Erfolgreiche Kinderbuchautoren des Biedermeier: Christoph von Schmid, Leopold Chimani, Gustav Nieritz, Christian Gottlob Barth. [Successful Children’s Book Authors in the Biedermeier Era: …] Klaus Dieter Füller. Frankfurt am Main: Lang, 2006. ix, 247 p. 21 cm. (Kinder- und Jugendkultur, Literatur und Medien, 42). ISBN 3-631-54516-9: EUR 45.50 [07-1-011]

[...]
There is no analysis of literary or esthetic aspects of the works, because Füller assumes that each author’s works aspire only to social relevance and not to literary merit. This could be considered a shortcoming; the following reference works are recommended for further exploration of the topic: Otto Brunken, Bettina Hurrelmann, and Klaus- Ulrich Pech’s Handbuch zur Kinder- und Jugendliteratur (see RREO 95-4-504 and RREA 4:30) and Aiga Klotz’s six-volume work, Kinder- und Jugendliteratur in Deutschland 1850-1940 (see RREO 95-4-504 and RREA 7:14). [mmk/hm]

2)
66 Philosophie der Gegenwart in Einzeldarstellungen [Contemporary Philosophy in Individual Profiles]. Ed. Julian Nida-Rümelin and Elif Özmen. 3d rev. ed. Stuttgart: Kröner, 2007. xxxii, 733 p. 18 cm. (Kröners Taschenausgabe, 423). ISBN 978-3-520-42303-0: EUR 25 [07-2-330]
67 Klassiker der Philosophie des 20. Jahrhunderts [Classic Figures of 20th-Century Philosophy]. Julian Nida-Rümelin and Elif Özmen. Stuttgart: Kröner, 2007. 277 p. 19 cm. (Kröner-Taschenbuch, 501). ISBN 978-3-520-50101-1: EUR 12.90. [07-2-331]

Unlike the previous editions (see RREA 6:79 for a review of the 2d edition), which considered the post-World War II period as contemporary, the 3d edition of Philosophie der Gegenwart in Einzeldar-stellungen now includes coverage only of philosophers whose main works first appeared or who became influential after 1970.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hint: Regarding abstracts for previous editions or earlier volumes: IF at all possible, use the translation of the title given previously, for standardization's sake. If you really disagree with the older translation, suggest a new one, but let me know.
Herzlichen Dank im Voraus,

Gordon
